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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report

HEARING DATE AUGUST 22, 2016

ROXIE THEATER

Application No.: LBR-2015-16-028
Business Name: Roxie Theater
Business Address: 3117 16th Street
District: District 8
Applicant: David Cowen, Executive Director
Nomination Date: April 6, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
The Roxie Theater is a movie theater serving the Mission District neighborhood on 16th Street between Albion
Street and Valencia Street. The site of the theater has known to be an operating movie theater since 1909 and
was the Poppy, the Rex, the Gem and the Gaiety prior to it becoming the Roxie in 1934. The Roxie Theater
currently is run as a non-profit organization that hosts daily film screenings, festivals, series, special events, co-
presentations and educational programs.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in SF for 30 or more years, with no break in SF operations
exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

3117 16th Street from 1934-Present (82 years)
3125 16th Street from 1993-Present (23 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Mission District neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

 The business is associated with cinematography, film production and the tradition of hosting film festivals.
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 The business is unique to San Francisco because it facilitates as a space for people of all ages and
backgrounds to gather, connect and learn about the world and one another through the art of film and
distinctive cinematic experiences. Although the theater was originally run in a for-profit manner, it is now
(since 2008) run as a 501(c)(3) non-profit community cinema that focuses on arthouse, international and
festival programming.

 The 1909 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical
significance. The property is considered a “Category A Property” as an individually eligible property for both
the National Register and California Register. The property is also identified as a contributor to the National
Register and California Register -identified-eligible 16th and Valencia Streets Post-Fire historic district.

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 Mission Local, 5/10/2016, “Roxie Theater Launches Roxcine!,” by Lola M. Chavez;
 SF Gate, 12/16/2015, “San Francisco-filmed sci-fi at Roxie Theater,” by G. Allen Johnson;
 SF Gate, 5/10/2016, “Weird pleasures at Midcentury Eclectic film series at Roxie,” by G. Allen Johnson;
 SF Gate, 4/6/2016, “’Beautiful by Night’ and live drag at the Roxie,” by G. Allen Johnson;
 SF Gate, 7/6/2016, “Roxie screens ‘Cosmos,’ last film of Polish master Andrzej Zulawski,” by G. Allen

Johnson.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Roxie Theater qualifies for the Legacy Business
Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed
physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Vertical neon sign
 Marquee
 Classically styled box office, entrance and concession stand

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Roxie Theater currently located at
3117 16th Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section
2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE AUGUST 22, 2016

ROXIE THEATER

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Application No.: LBR-2015-16-028
Business Name: Roxie Theater
Business Address: 3117 16th Street
District: District 8
Applicant: David Cowen, Executive Director
Nomination Date: April 6, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR ROXIE
THEATER, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 3117 16TH STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on August 22, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Roxie Theater in the Legacy Business
Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at Roxie Theater:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Vertical neon sign
 Marquee
 Classically styled box office, entrance and concession stand

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
August 22, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Filing Date: July 8, 2016 

Case No.: 2016-008571LBR 

Business Name: Roxie Theater 

Business Address: 3117 16th Street 

Zoning: NCT (Valencia Street Neighborhood Commercial Transit)/ 

 55-X Height and Bulk District 

Block/Lot: 3568/067 

Applicant:  David Cowen, Executive Director 

475 Francisco Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener, District 8 

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 

  

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

The Roxie Theater is a movie theater serving the Mission District neighborhood on 16th Street between 

Albion Street and Valencia Street. The site of the theater has known to be an operating movie theater 

since 1909 and was the Poppy, the Rex, the Gem and the Gaiety prior to it becoming the Roxie in 1934. 

The Roxie Theater currently is run as a non-profit organization that hosts daily film screenings, 

festivals, series, special events, co-presentations and educational programs.  

 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1934 

2. Is the business unique to San Francisco? 

Yes. The business is unique to San Francisco because it facilitates as a space for people of all ages 

and backgrounds to gather, connect, and learn about the world and one another through the art 

of film and distinctive cinematic experiences. Although the theater was originally run in a for-

profit manner, it is now (since 2008) run as a 501(c)(3) non-profit community cinema that focuses 

on arthouse, international and festival programming.    

3. Is the business associated with culturally significant events? 

No.  

4. Is the business associated with culturally significant persons? 

No.  
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5. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

Yes. The business is associated with cinematography, film production and the tradition of 

hosting film festivals.    

6. Is the business associated with a culturally significant building/structure/site/object/interior? 

Yes. The 1909 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential 

historical significance. The property is consider ed a “Category A Property” as an individually-

eligible property for both the National Register and California Register. The property is also 

identified as a contributor to the National Register and California Register -identified-eligible 

16th and Valencia Streets Post-Fire historic district.     

7. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No.  

8. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

9. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. Mission Local, 5/10/2016, “Roxie Theater Launches Roxcine!,” by Lola M. Chavez; SF Gate, 

12/16/2015, “San Francisco-filmed sci-fi at Roxie Theater,” by G. Allen Johnson; SF Gate, 

5/10/2016, “Weird pleasures at Midcentury Eclectic film series at Roxie,” by G. Allen Johnson; SF 

Gate, 4/6/2016, “’Beautiful by Night’ and live drag at the Roxie,” by G. Allen Johnson; SF Gate, 

7/6/2016, “Roxie screens ‘Cosmos,’ last film of Polish master Andrzej Zulawski,” by G. Allen 

Johnson.   

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Recommended by Applicant 

 Vertical neon sign 

 Marquee  

 Classically styled box office, entrance and concession stand 
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Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution No. 781
HEARING DATE AUGUST 3, 2016

Case No.: 2016-008571LBR

Business Name: Roxie Theater

Business Address: 311716 Street

Zoning: NCT (Valencia Street Neighborhood Commercial Transit)/

55-X Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 3568/067

Applicant: David Cowen, Executive Director

475 Francisco Street

San Francisco, CA 94133

Nominated By: Supervisor Scott Wiener, District 8

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.fiye @sfgov.org

1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,
GA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fax:
415.558.6409

Planning
Information:
415.558.6377

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR THE ROXIE THEATER,

CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 311716TH STREET (BLOCK/LOT 3568/067).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,

community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and

success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San

Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Mission neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on August 3, 2016, the Historic Preservation

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business

Registry nomination.

v+,~w~;~.sfplannin~.orc~



Resolution No. 781
August 3, 2016

CASE NO. 2016-008571LBR
3117 16th Street

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

The Roxie Theater qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section

2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

• Vertical neon sign

• Marquee

• Classically styled box office, entrance and concession stand

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-

009050LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED the H stork Preservation Commission

on August 3, 2016. ~
V

Jonas .Ionin

Commission Secretary

AYES: Hyland, Johnck, Johns, Pearlman, Matsuda, Wolfram

NOES: None

ABSENT: Hasz

ADOPTED: August 3, 2016

SAN fRANC15C0 2
PUNNING DEPARTMENT


