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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Established in 1962 by Chinese immigrant Frank Leong, Golden Gate Fortune Cookies is the only local business
that makes and sells handmade fortune cookies. Invented in San Francisco, the fortune cookie contains a fortune
printed on a small piece of paper inserted into the crunchy, crescent-shaped cookie. By the 1960s, most fortune
cookie factories switched to an automated system of mass production. With a desire to preserve the hand-folding
tradition, Leong collected three vintage fortune cookie machines that work by heating batter into flexible, flat,
rounded cookies ready for someone to fold them into their signature shape. In 1980, Leong was joined in the
business by his partner, Nancy Tom Chan, who introduced a special recipe that is still used in the production of
the business’ fortune cookies. Her son, Kevin Chan, introduced the service of providing customized fortunes
made for order and instantaneously at the shop. The business is located in a three-story commercial building
along Ross Alley, an iconic Chinatown alleyway, and produces 15 to 20 thousand fortune cookies a day. The
business serves as a popular destination for tourists with over a thousand visitors daily. Visiting Golden Gate
Fortune Cookies is a cultural experience in which customers have the opportunity to watch workers fold the
fortune cookies by hand, sample cookies, and create their own custom fortunes to be inserted into freshly-made
cookies. It also supplies other restaurants and stores in Chinatown such as the Great Eastern Restaurant and the
Wok Shop.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

56 Ross Alley from 1962-Present (54 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
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Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Chinatown neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

 Golden Gate Fortune Cookies is associated with the art of making handmade fortune cookies.

 Golden Gate Fortune Cookies has contributed to the Chinatown community’s history and identity by making
and selling handmade fortune cookies for over half a century.

 The 1907 property, known as the Mars Family Association Building and considered a “Category A” building by
the Planning Department, has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical
significance and was identified as a potential contributor to the California Register and National Register-
eligible historic district based on architectural merits. Further evaluation is necessary to determine if the
building is associated with significant events or persons.

 The business is featured in San Francisco Chinatown: A Guide to Its History & Architecture by Philip Choy, as
well as numerous travel guidebooks such as Fodor’s. In 2006, the Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company
received a Certificate of Honor from Mayor Gavin Newsom for the business’ support of the Chinese New Year
Celebration in San Francisco.

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 Toronto Star, 12/3/2009, “Fortune cookie’s home a lucky charm,” by Penelope Laurence.
 WIRED, 5/8/2012, “Fortune Cookie Factory Still Rocks Old-School Tech…In Bed,” by Amy Zimmerman.
 Chicago Tribune, 1/22/2013, “San Francisco’s other Chinatown – the real one,” by William Hageman.
 The Bold Italic, 5/27/2014, “A Look at SF’s Tiny Fortune Cookie Factory,” by Sandra Cifo.
 San Francisco Magazine, 1/27/2016, “Klay Thompson’s Fortune Cookie Foresees a 73-Win Warrior

Season (Eat It, Bulls),” by Joe Eskenazi.
 FOX40, 2/4/2016, “San Francisco Fortune Cookie Manufacturer Makes Special Super Bowl Treats,” by

Rina Nakano.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, Golden Gate Fortune Cookies is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define its
art of fortune cookie-making.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Golden Gate Fortune Cookies qualifies for the Legacy
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below
listed physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Unique cookie dough recipe.
 Practice of making and selling hand-made fortune cookies.
 Three fortune cookie hand-making machines.
 Service of providing hand-made custom fortunes by request.
 Exterior signage.
 Logo.
 Photos on the wall.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Golden Gate Fortune Cookies
currently located at 56 Ross Alley in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative
Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE DECEMBER 12, 2016

GOLDEN GATE FORTUNE COOKIES

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Application No.: LBR-2015-16-016
Business Name: Golden Gate Fortune Cookies
Business Address: 56 Ross Alley
District: District 3
Applicant: Nancy Tom Chan, Owner, and Kevin Chan, Owner’s Son
Nomination Date: March 14, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR GOLDEN
GATE FORTUNE COOKIES, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 56 ROSS ALLEY.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 years,
has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to the history or
identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a significant risk of
displacement; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 12, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Golden Gate Fortune Cookies in the
Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at Golden Gate Fortune Cookies:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Unique cookie dough recipe.
 Practice of making and selling hand-made fortune cookies.
 Three fortune cookie hand-making machines.
 Service of providing hand-made custom fortunes by request.
 Exterior signage.
 Logo.
 Photos on the wall.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
December 12, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application No.: LBR-2015-16-016
Business Name: Golden Gate Fortune Cookies
Business Address: 56 Ross Alley
District: District 3
Applicant: Nancy Tom Chan, Owner, and Kevin Chan, Owner’s Son
Nomination Date: March 14, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years? X Yes No

56 Ross Alley from 1962-Present (54 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community? X Yes No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? X Yes No

NOTES: NA

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: October 17, 2016

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program
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Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Co. 

Historical Narrative Criteria and Guide 

Criterion 1: The business has operated in San Francisco for 30 years or more. 
 

a.   Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco to the 

present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, include the history of 

the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the business’s founding and or 

headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all other locations. 

 

On August 5, 1962, Frank Leong opened the Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company at 56 Ross Alley. Mr.  

Leong immigrated to the United States from China in the 1950s and found his way to San Francisco 

Chinatown. In his pursuits to start his own business, Frank discovered the unique history and popularity of the 

fortune cookie, a local invention with roots in California dating back to the early 1900s. For many decades, 

fortune cookies were hand-made and were particularly popular in Chinatowns, being served at the end of meals 

at Chinese restaurants as a folded cookie dessert contained a unique printed fortune inside. Fortune cookies 

became a staple of Chinese restaurants throughout the United States, spread by returning service members 

stationed in California during World War II.  By the 1960s, most fortune cookie factories abandoned the 

individual hand-making process switching to an automated system of mass production and distributed all over 

the country more efficiently. Frank saw an opportunity to preserve and honor the hand-folding tradition of 

fortune cookies and promptly purchased two vintage fortune cookie machines that heated each rounded cookie 

perfectly for folding by hand by a worker. In 1980, Frank’s life partner, Nancy Tom Chan, joined him in the 

business operations and have diligently worked there to this day. Nancy brought her uniquely famous cookie 

dough recipe to the business while being directly involved in the day to day production, operations, and 

business affairs to this day. The Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company supplies many of the restaurants and 

stores, takes custom orders, and distributes throughout the country. Because her secret recipe, people come 

from around the world to see and taste this unique one of a kind fortune cookie in San Francisco’s Chinatown, 

often known as the Fortune Cookie Capital of the world. Nancy’s son Kevin Chan, who grew up helping with 

the business, developed the service of customized fortunes made instantaneously for customers.  

 
 

b.   Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco for more 

than six months? 

The business has not ceased operations in its current San Francisco location for any length of time since its 

opening in 1962.  

 
 

c.   Is the business a family owned business? If so, give the generational history of the business. 

Yes, the business is family owned. It was started by Frank Leong in 1962 until his passing in May 2015. 



Again, Nancy Tom Chan joined and managed the business with Frank in 1980, and has since become the sole 

business owner since Frank’s passing. Having raised her family in Chinatown nearby on Trenton Alley, 

Nancy’s two sons essentially grew up at Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company. Kevin Chan, Nancy’s son, 

recalls going to help out at the business daily since he was nine years old. Kevin is currently assisting her 

mother Nancy with the business operations, distribution, and branding to try and make this business known 

worldwide and not just as a business to make money. They want to showcase this brand that is a part of the 

fortune cookie legacy, an invention tied to San Francisco culture, and a Chinatown-made product. Kevin’s 

service of allowing customers to write their own fortunes and having them inserted into the cookies has 

become very popular offering for customers. In 2008, Nancy and Kevin purchased and rebuilt a third machine 

for the cookie hand-making process from Karmee Bakery in Oakland, which closed down. Kevin and Nancy 

used this third machine to make mini cookies resembling golden coins for locals to dip and eat with ice cream. 

With increased demand, this automated machine complements the other two hand-folding machines to lower 

the labor-intensity of the work. 

 
 

d.   Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a family 

owned business. 

Frank Leong started the business in 1962. His life partner, Nancy Tom Chan, joined the business in 1980. 

Nancy is now the current sole owner since Frank passed away in May 2015.  

 
 

e.   When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less than 30 

years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the business prior to current 

ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please use the list of supplemental documents 

and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

The business began in 1962. See copy of business license documents at end of this document. The Golden 

Gate Fortune Cookie Factory has been well documented in numerous San Francisco and San Francisco 

Chinatown history and tour books as being open since 1962.  See attached current business license and license 

dating back to 1970 as well as a 1970 calendar that the business distributed to customers. 

 
 

f.  Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated with 
the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company is located at 56 Ross Alley, the oldest and most traveled alleyway 

in Chinatown and likely the City. It has been located in the current space continuously since it opened in 1962. 

This brick building was built in 1907 and is owned by the Yee Family Association. It was evaluated in 1978 by 

the Foundation for San Francisco Architectural Heritage with a C rating (Contextual Importance). In 1997, it 

was evaluated by the National Register with a survey rating of “3D” (Appears eligible for NR as a contributor 

to a NR eligible district through survey evaluation. 



 

Criterion 2: The business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 

particular neighborhood or community. Community does include a business or industry community. 

a. Describe the business’s contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, community 

or San Francisco. 

Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Co has been a cultural institution and defining destination for San Francisco 

Chinatown since its opening in 1962. It is likely the single most visited tourist destination by tour groups 

and school groups, drawing over a thousand visitors a day where they receive free samples and get to 

watch a live demonstration of folding fortune cookies by hand. 

   

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the City, or the 

business industry? 

While other fortune cookie factories in San Francisco Chinatown have closed and fortune cookies are 

made by automated systems, the Fortune Cookie Factory continues to hand make every cookie. 15,000 

hand-made cookies are created every day. 

   

 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 

publication, media, historical documents? 



The business has been listed in numerous tour guide books and an architecture guidebook, including “San 

Francisco Chinatown by Philip Choy.” See below for a sampling: 

   

2008 Fodor’s Guide to San Francisco       

  

 San Francisco Chinatown by Philip Choy 

 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Many significant people have visited the space, including Mayor Gavin Newsom, Golden State Warrior 

Klay Thompson, NBA Star and Slam Dunk Champion Dee Brown of the Boston Celtics,  and California 

State Treasurer John Chiang. Celebrities from all over the world visit and do video shoots at the store, 

including Kan Klaas of Dutch TV’s show “Twice as Good”, a cooking show for kids. 



 

 

 

 

 

 



e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Over the years, the business has made numerous contributions to local schools and community 

organizations such as Chinatown Community Development Center, 41 Ross Gallery, etc. Furthermore, the 

owner has always contributed feedback to the public process for neighborhood improvement. Each day, 

the business hosts several San Francisco tour groups that bring hundreds tourists a day. Visitors watch the 

live demonstration of fortune cookies being hand folded by workers and eat free samples. In a way, the 

business is more than a store, but a cultural experience for visitors connecting to rise of Chinese 

restaurants throughout the US. Also, for many years, the Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company has been 

distributing fortune cookies for resale to other noted legacy businesses in San Francisco Chinatown, such 

as the Great Eastern Restaurant and the Wok Shop. Other long-time institutions who order from the store 

includes Francis Memorial Hospital and Kosher Kung Pao Comedy, an annual holiday event that takes 

place in Chinatown’s New Asia Restaurant. 

 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

San Francisco Chinatown is the oldest Chinatown in the United States dating back to the 1850s. 

Chinatown buildings were devastated by the San Francisco Earthquake in 1906 and completely rebuilt as 

an immigrant gateway and a destination for tourists, the second most visited neighborhood in San 

Francisco. 

 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant building/structure/site/ object/or interior? 

Yes, the business is housed in a century old building and contains three historic fortune cookie machines 

specifically for hand folding. These may very well be the remaining machines still in operation anywhere 

in the world. 

 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut down, 

etc.? 

If the business was shut down, it would be a tremendous loss to Chinatown since it provides an “only in 

San Francisco experience” and is part of identity for the neighborhood for locals and visitors worldwide. 

 

 

 

 



Criterion 3: The business is committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the 

business, including craft, culinary, or art forms. 

a. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions that define 

the business? (e.g. business model, goods and services, craft, culinary, or art forms) 

The business is the only remaining hand-made fortune 

cookie factory in San Francisco’s Chinatown. It is a 

unique art form and cultural tradition that Golden Gate 

has maintained and showcased to thousands of people 

each week. 

Because the business has rejected an automated system 

for folding the cookies, it has essentially maintained this 

cultural tradition, art form, and unique service that 

continuously draws tourists and locals alike. Nancy Tom 

Chan’s unique cookie dough recipe remains a defining 

36 year old culinary art form for the business. 

Furthermore, Kevin Chan, Nancy’s son, has created and 

offered the service of providing hand-made custom 

fortunes for customers and special events by company 

and corporate request. 

 

b. Describe any special exterior and interior physical characteristics of the space occupied by the 

business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural details, neon signs, etc.). 

The signage, logo, photos on the wall, historic machinery and interior defines the business, the brand, and the 

space in tact since 1962. It has preserved the business’s unique character and identity all these decades.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Chan 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Tom Chan during 35th Anniversary of business. 

 

 





























Fortune cookie's home a lucky charm
It's a windy night and I'm walking through the maze of narrow Chinatown streets in search of my fortune.

Workers feverishly turn out thousands of cookies at the Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company. The

`Chinese’ treats were actually invented in San Francisco early in the 20th century.  (PENELOPE LAURENCE

PHOTOS)  

SAN FRANCISCO–It's a windy night and I'm walking through the maze of narrow Chinatown streets in search of my

fortune.

Off Washington St., I turn down Ross Alley, a dark, damp lane where kitchen hands from backs of restaurants throw

out cabbage soup scraps.

A smell hits my nostrils and I know I'm on the right track. Then, I see the glowing light ... of the factory.

While one might imagine the humble fortune cookie was created in the deep recesses of old Shanghai, it was in fact

invented in San Francisco.

China was only made aware of the treats 15 years ago when a U.S. company introduced them as "Genuine American

Fortune Cookies."

Though there's much argument over the facts, Makoto Hagiwara of Golden Gate Park's Japanese Tea Garden is

widely reported as the first person to serve the cookie – based on a Japanese cracker – around the turn of the 20th

century.

And, in 1983, The Court of Historical Reviews and Appeals ruled San Francisco to be the rightful "fortune cookie

capital of the world."

The Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company (56 Ross Alley) is a tiny, one-room factory with a few hot machines, floor-

to-ceiling bags of cookies and a sweet, slightly sesame aroma.

By PENELOPE LAURENCE Special to the Star

Thu., Dec. 3, 2009

Page 1 of 2Fortune cookie's home a lucky charm | Toronto Star
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Factory tours are self-guided; you walk about seven paces to the rear of the store, turn around and come back,

hopefully without tripping on anything.

Yet even though the place is tiny, the show is grand. Two old women tirelessly take freshly baked circles of cookie off

a conveyor belt-like contraption, twist them over a steel rod into that familiar crescent shape and insert a fortune.

Contrary to popular belief, the fortunes inside these cookies are not Chinese proverbs but instead are written by hired

philosophers. However, the numbers printed on some have been known to be particularly fortunate.

On March 30, 2005, the U.S. Powerball lottery produced an unprecedented 110 second-place winners, all of whom

picked five numbers correctly out of six. Each of the winners chose their numbers from those in fortune cookies made

by Wonton Food Inc.

Back at the cookie coal face, the hot dough is cooling and hardening so quickly that the women are working at a

feverish speed.

Yet even with such skill, there's always the odd cookie mistake, which, fortunately for me, were placed in a tin for

customers to munch on.

As the women tirelessly work, an old gentleman sits near them sussing out potential customers: stare too long at the

women's nimble finger-work and he's likely to get out of his chair and advance toward you.

Though it might seem he's out to get you, he'll merely nudge you toward the bags of cookies on sale.

This is understandable, as admission to the factory is free (if you'd like to take pictures, a sign suggests a 50-cent

donation).

While its best seller is undoubtedly the fortune cookie, the shop also sells almond cookies and other sweets.

If you want something a little special you can pre-order and write your own messages and they'll put them in 100

cookies. But if you're just after a traditional fortune cookie, there's a choice between regular, chocolate or the trés

exotique French fortune cookies.

Wondering what on earth the French language has to do with an Asian-Californian tradition? It's not the language

this little factory is referring to but "French" in that French knickers, raunchy way.

A bag of 100 Frenchies will set you back $4.25 (U.S.) and for that you'll get a unique window into the Chinese-

Californian idea of raunch, such as: "Well Proportioned girl is one with narrow waist and broad mind."

I'd like to think my mind is broad, but after stuffing my face with those delicious treats on the walk home, I'm not

quite sure about the narrowness of my waist.

Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Company is open daily 9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. 56 Ross Alley, Chinatown, San Francisco;

415-781-3956.

Penelope Laurence is a Montreal-based freelance writer.

Read more about: United States
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San Francisco's other Chinatown — the

real one
By William Hageman, Tribune Newspapers

January 22, 2013, 7:05 PM

SAN FRANCISCO — There are two Chinatowns in San Francisco, one where

tourists can buy conical straw hats and tacky souvenirs, and a second where the

locals live, shop and eat.

There are no defined boundaries — you don't cross a street and step from Tourist

Chinatown to Authentic Chinatown. Rather, the two overlap. A visitor can leave a

neon-lit store, loaded down with bamboo back scratchers and plastic Buddhas,

and a half-block away turn down a dingy alley dotted with shops and businesses

where no English is spoken.

"Chinatown is not a closed attraction. Anybody can visit," said Linda Lee,

proprietor of All About Chinatown Walking Tours (allaboutchinatown.com), which

has been showing people around for more than 30 years. "Walk up Grant Avenue,

the main street, then go to the rest (of the area) for authentic tours."

What Chinatown is is a bustling neighborhood. On one recent weekday morning,

men and women jammed the sidewalks outside markets where oranges and

mushrooms and other produce — some strikingly exotic — were sold along with

live fish and crabs; an elderly gentleman shuffled down the street, Chinese music

blaring from a radio under his coat; laundry hung on balconies and from

clotheslines strung over narrow alleys.

This is everyday life in Chinatown, and visitors are welcome.



Any street in Chinatown will have an authentic shop or business or two. But

explore side streets and alleys. For example, Waverly Place, on a long block

between Washington and Clay streets, has beautiful architecture as well as a

plethora of delightful smells. Cut down Ross Alley, between Jackson and

Washington streets, and you'll find the Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Factory, a 40-

year-old institution that churns out 20,000 handmade fortune cookies a day (and

where a 50-cent donation is requested for photos). Step into any number of

herbal pharmacies or tea shops, and be overwhelmed by the fragrance. The

people are friendly and welcoming, even if you don't speak their language.







Copyright © 2016, Chicago Tribune
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Klay Thompson’s Fortune Cookie
Foresees a 73-Win Warriors Season.
(Eat It, Bulls.)

Joe Eskenazi | Photo: Tanya Schevitz | January 27, 2016

A record-shattering prediction inside a delicious dessert!

Golden State Warriors shooting guard Klay Thompson has a pretty
straightforward job description: Make baskets. And yet, on Tuesday, he branched
out by making cookies. And a gaudy prediction: The Warriors will, indeed, shatter
the 72-win benchmark established by the 1995–96 Chicago Bulls.

At a Chinese New Year-themed celebration in Chinatown yesterday, throngs of
media and city politicos packed into the Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Factory to
meet and greet Warriors president Rick Welts and his employee, Thompson, who
was bedecked in the team’s Chinese-language slate jersey. As advertised in the
press release, Thompson did indeed “participate in making traditional Chinese
fortune cookies." But the cookies he made were not at all traditional.

When an event guest, former Chronicle reporter Tanya Schevitz, informed Welts
that members of the general public can create their own fortunes for the cookies, he
took matters into his own hands. The Warriors boss penned “73–9” on a small,
rectangular slip and handed it to Thompson, who took it, smiling. The guard
proceeded to make a cookie stuffed with that fortune.

The “73–9” is, of course, a reference to the Warriors’ quest to unseat the 1995-96
Jordan-Pippen-Rodman-Kukoc-Longley (Ha, ha) Chicago Bulls. That squad went
72–10, setting the standard for regular-season victories. The reigning NBA
champion Dubs, at 41–4 heading into tonight’s home date versus Dallas, may yet
eclipse that mark—if fortune smiles upon them.



Our calls to Welts have not yet been returned, but the photo gracing this article
documents this transaction. Fortune Cookie Factory general manager Kevin Chan
confirms that Thompson operated the machinery and produced two fortune
cookies. And yet, the whereabouts of the Welts-Thompson cookie is not known: “I
dumped them in the can,” says Chan. “Whoever got it is lucky.”

After receiving our call, Chan dug through his inventory (“my whole shop—Jesus
Christ!”) and located one of the two Thompson-produced cookies. But not the “73–
9” cookie. (The fortune Thompson penned for the other one was, sweetly, “To
mom: I love you.” See photo, below.)

The 73–9 fortune cookie, it appears, may be lost to eternity. “I was so dumb,”
Chan tells us. “I shoulda kept it.”

Warriors president Rick Welts hands shooting guard Klay Thomson the Bulls-
busting fortune.





One of Thompson's fortune cookies. Photo: Kevin Chan

Update, 1/27/16, 3:45 PM: Schevitz just informed San Francisco that she thinks
Thompson himself may have taken the cookie. No word on whether it ended up
being eaten by Rocco.



SAN FRANCISCO--

It's Super Bowl 50 frenzy all around the Bay Area.

From the NFL Experience to Super Bowl City at the Embarcadero, fans are excited

for the big game.

Just a few minutes away from the hustle and bustle of downtown San Francisco, a

few workers are making snacks that will predict the winners of Super Bowl 50.

You can smell the good luck wafting through Golden Gate Fortune Cookie

San Francisco Fortune Cookie
Manufacturer Makes Special
Super Bowl Treats
POSTED 6:28 PM, FEBRUARY 4, 2016, BY RINA NAKANO
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Company in Chinatown.

"It comes out and so she peels off and you can make your own message," Kevin

Chan of Golden Gate Fortune Cookie Co. said, as he explained how a giant fortune

cookie making machine worked.

Since 1962, they have been providing winning lottery numbers and inspirational

quotes. This hidden back alley shop has become such an attraction, children come

on field trips to tour the factory.

"It's a Chinatown institution. It's been here a long time and I want to support it,"

customer Tsai Ching said.

Whether it's for the upcoming Chinese New Year or just for fun, Golden Gate is

known for their special cookies, where customers can take home one-of-a-kind,

personalized cookies.

Our friends at ESPN special ordered Super Bowl 50 fortune cookies here. They'll

select one to predict a winner.

We made a few of the cookies ourselves -- one for the Broncos and another for the

Panthers.

A few minutes later, we drew the lucky cookie. It looks like it's the Broncos for the

win.

SPONSORED CONTENT

Dinosaurs come to life with 3D glasses

OCT 10, 2016, BY CONNATIX

Have you ever dreamed

of something a bit more

scary than the dusty

skeleton of a Prehistoric

dinosaur when visiting

your nearest Natural

History Museum? ...
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Filing Date: October 17, 2016

Case No.: 2016-013558LBR

Business Name: Golden Gate Fortune Cookies

Business Address: 56 Ross Alley

Zoning: CRNC (Chinatown-Residential-Neighborhood Commercial)

50-N Height & Bulk District

Block/Lot: 0193/033

Applicant: Nancy Tom Chan, Owner and Kevin Chan

56 Ross Alley

San Francisco, CA 94108

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093

desiree.smith@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION

Established in 1962 by Chinese immigrant, Frank Leong, Golden Gate Fortune Cookies is the only local

business that makes and sells handmade fortune cookies. Invented in San Francisco, the fortune cookie

contains a fortune printed on a small piece of paper inserted into the crunchy, crescent-shaped cookie. By

the 1960s, most fortune cookie factories switched to an automated system of mass production. With a

desire to preserve the hand-folding tradition, Leong collected three vintage fortune cookie machines that

work by heating batter into flexible, flat, rounded cookies ready for someone to fold them into their

signature shape. In 1980, Leong was joined in the business by his partner, Nancy Tom Chan, who

introduced a special recipe that is still used in the production of the business’ fortune cookies. Her son,

Kevin Chan, introduced the service of providing customized fortunes made for order and

instantaneously at the shop. The business is located in a three-story commercial building along Ross

Alley, an iconic Chinatown alleyway, and produces 15 to 20 thousand fortune cookies a day. The business

serves as a popular destination for tourists with over a thousand visitors daily. Visiting Golden Gate

Fortune Cookies is a cultural experience in which customers have the opportunity to watch workers fold

the fortune cookies by hand, are offered free samples, and even have the chance to custom create their

own fortunes to be inserted into freshly-made cookies. It also supplies other restaurants and stores in

Chinatown such as the Great Eastern Restaurant and the Wok Shop.

STAFF ANALYSIS

Review Criteria

1. When was business founded?

1962.

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?

Yes, Golden Gate Fortune Cookies qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it

meets all of the eligibility Criteria:
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i. Golden Gate Fortune Cookies has operated for 54 years.

ii. Golden Gate Fortune Cookies has contributed to the Chinatown community’s history

and identity by making and selling handmade fortune cookies for over half a

century.

iii. Golden Gate Fortune Cookies is committed to maintaining the physical features and

traditions that define its art of fortune cookie-making.

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?

Yes. The business is associated with the art of making handmade fortune cookies.

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?

The 1907 property, known as the Mars Family Association Building, has been previously

evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical significance and was identified as a

potential contributor to the California Register and National Register-eligible historic district

based on architectural merits. Further evaluation is necessary to determine if the building is

associated with significant events or persons.

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?

No, however the property has been identified as eligible for listing as a contributor to both a

California Register-eligible and National Register-eligible historic district. It is considered a

“Category A” building by the Planning Department.

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?

No.

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?

Yes. The business is listed in a number of publications, including but not limited to: Toronto Star,

12/3/2009, “Fortune cookie’s home a lucky charm,” by Penelope Laurence; WIRED, 5/8/2012,

“Fortune Cookie Factory Still Rocks Old-School Tech…In Bed,” by Amy Zimmerman; Chicago

Tribune, 1/22/2013, “San Francisco’s other Chinatown – the real one,” by William Hageman; The

Bold Italic, 5/27/2014, “A Look at SF’s Tiny Fortune Cookie Factory,” by Sandra Cifo; San

Francisco Magazine, 1/27/2016, “Klay Thompson’s Fortune Cookie Foresees a 73-Win Warrior

Season (Eat It, Bulls),” by Joe Eskenazi; FOX40, 2/4/2016, “San Francisco Fortune Cookie

Manufacturer Makes Special Super Bowl Treats,” by Rina Nakano.

The business is also featured in San Francisco Chinatown: A Guide to Its History & Architecture by

Philip Choy, as well as numerous travel guidebooks such as Fodor’s. In 2006, the Golden Gate

Fortune Cookie Company received a Certificate of Honor from Mayor Gavin Newsom for the

business’ support of the Chinese New Year Celebration in San Francisco.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

Location(s) associated with the business:

56 Ross Alley
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Recommended by Applicant

Unique cookie dough recipe

Practice of making and selling hand-made fortune cookies

Three fortune cookie hand-making machines

Service of providing hand-made custom fortunes by request

Exterior signage

Logo

Photos on the wall

Additional Recommended by Staff

Tradition of live demonstrations of folding fortune cookies by hand
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Historic Preservation Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 16, 2016

Case No.: 2016-013558LBR

Business Name: Golden Gate Fortune Cookies

Business Address: 56 Ross Alley

Zoning: CRNC (Chinatown-Residential-Neighborhood Commercial)

50-N Height & Bulk District

Block/Lot: 0193/033

Applicant: Nancy Tom Chan, Owner and Kevin Chan

56 Ross Alley

San Francisco, CA 94108

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093

Desiree.smith@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR GOLDEN GATE

FORTUNE COOKIES, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 56 ROSS ALLEY (BLOCK/LOT 0193/033).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,

community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and

success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San

Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Chinatown neighborhood's history and identity;

and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 16, 2016, the Historic Preservation

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business

Registry nomination.



Resolution XXXXXX
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CASE NO. 2016-013558LBR

Golden Gate Fortune Cookies

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

Golden Gate Fortune Cookies qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code

Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the

community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends

safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Golden Gate Fortune Cookies.

Location (if applicable)

56 Ross Alley

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

Unique cookie dough recipe

Practice of making and selling hand-made fortune cookies

Three fortune cookie hand-making machines

Service of providing hand-made custom fortunes by request

Exterior signage

Logo

Photos on the wall

Tradition of live demonstrations of folding fortune cookies by hand

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and

recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the

Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject

property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section

15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-

013558LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission

on November 16, 2016.

Jonas P. Ionin

Commission Secretary

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ADOPTED:


