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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Dance Brigade is a local dance company that has presented socially relevant dance-theater performances since
1986 and has managed the Dance Mission Theater space at 3316 24th Street since 1996. With a mission to
address the complex problems of American women through dance-theater, Dance Brigade serves a large
constituency representing diverse genders, ethnicities, orientations, and cultures. Located along 24th Street
between Mission and Bartlett streets in the Mission District, the nonprofit arts organization occupies the entire
second floor of a rectangular two-story brick masonry commercial building. From there it operates a multi-use
dance space and cultural center with five main programmatic components. It provides affordable rental rates for
diverse arts groups, including culturally-specific dance ensembles; offers an extensive multicultural dance
instruction program serving approximately 1,500 adults per week; delivers comprehensive, affordable dance
instruction for over 400 children a semester, which includes a number of scholarships to local low-income
families; runs a 22-week-long presenting season of original works; and runs Grrrl Brigade, an arts education
program providing empowerment and leadership training through dance instruction, performance opportunities,
and paid internships for girls aged 6-18. In addition, Dance Brigade produces and performs original works
nationally and abroad. Through their own activities, and by providing an affordable option for other arts and
cultural groups, Dance Brigade has created a thriving cultural and community hub in the Mission District. The
organization provides the neighborhood affordable access to cultural activities and has nurtured the creative
growth of countless children, teens, and adults for three decades. As a tenant of its building, Dance Brigade has
been able to secure rental leases for only 12 months at a time with the cost of rent rising at each signing.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

1819 York Street from 1986-1996 (10 years)
50 Brady Street from 1996-1998 (2 years)
3316 24th Street from 1998-Present (18 years)
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CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Mission District neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

 Dance Brigade is associated with the art of dance.

 Dance Brigade has contributed to the history and identity of the Mission District and the city’s dance
community by presenting original and socially relevant dance theater performances since 1986, by operating
a multi-use dance space for community use since 1996, and by offering a variety of dance instruction for
youth and adults for two decades.

 The two-story 1917 commercial building, considered a “Category A” building by the Planning Department, is
associated with significant architecture as an example of the Renaissance Revival style. The property is
associated with important dance companies, including Spectrum Dance, comprised of renowned San
Francisco choreographers, Alonzo King and Roger Dultry, and Dance Brigade, founded by Krissy Keefer in
1986. Keefer had previously founded the Wallflower Order in 1975, the nation’s first feminist dance company
which toured the nation for almost a decade. The Wallflower Order developed a new kind of modern dance-
theater that was stylistically rooted in martial arts, athleticism, and social justice. Dance Brigade was created
in 1986 to carry forward the activist vision of the Wallflower Order. The building is also home to Café La
Boheme, a gathering spot for artists, activists, and intellectuals since 1973.

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 San Francisco Metropolitan, 10/5/1998, “Dancing Queen: Krissy Keefer launches theater at Dance

Mission,” by Kathryn Roszak.
 El Tecolote, 4/8/2016, “The last dance? Dance Mission Theater’s future uncertain,” by Alma Villegas.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, Dance Brigade is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define its art of dance
performance and instruction.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Dance Brigade qualifies for the Legacy Business
Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed
physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Multicultural dance instruction program for adults and youth.
 Venue for culturally-specific dances to thrive.
 Comprehensive program of affordable dance instruction for children, including the organization’s signature

Grrrl Brigade program that provides empowerment and leadership training for girls and teens.
 Dance Brigade’s own presenting season that highlights new work and emerging artists and which features

socially relevant works by in-house dance companies.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Dance Brigade currently located at
3316 24th Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section
2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE DECEMBER 12, 2016

DANCE BRIGADE

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-026
Business Name: Dance Brigade
Business Address: 3316 24th Street
District: District 9
Applicant: Krissy Keefer
Nomination Date: October 4, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor David Campos
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR DANCE
BRIGADE, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 3316 24TH STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 years,
has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to the history or
identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a significant risk of
displacement; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 12, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Dance Brigade in the Legacy Business
Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at Dance Brigade:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Multicultural dance instruction program for adults and youth.
 Venue for culturally-specific dances to thrive.
 Comprehensive program of affordable dance instruction for children, including the organization’s signature

Grrrl Brigade program that provides empowerment and leadership training for girls and teens.
 Dance Brigade’s own presenting season that highlights new work and emerging artists and which features

socially relevant works by in-house dance companies.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
December 12, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application No.: LBR-2016-17-026
Business Name: Dance Brigade
Business Address: 3316 24th Street
District: District 9
Applicant: Krissy Keefer
Nomination Date: October 4, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor David Campos

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years? X Yes No

1819 York Street from 1986-1996 (10 years)
50 Brady Street from 1996-1998 (2 years)
3316 24th Street from 1998-Present (18 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community? X Yes No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? X Yes No

NOTES: Although Dance Brigade began working at the Dance Mission Theater at 2216 24th Street in
1996, the organization did not move their office there until 1998.

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: October 17, 2016

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program

Legacy
Business
Registry

Application Review
Sheet



Member Board of Supervisors City and County of San Francisco
District 9

City Hall ∙ 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 ∙ San Francisco, California 94102-4689
Reception: (415) 554-5144 ∙ FAX (415) 554-6255 ∙ David.Campos@sfgov.org

DAVID CAMPOS

October 4th, 2016

Re: Nomination of Dance Brigade to the Legacy Business Registry

Dear Mr. Kurylo:

I am honored to nominate Dance Brigade to the Legacy Business Registry. Dance Brigade is a
company that manages the Dance Mission Theater, a multi-use dance space and cultural center
in the Mission District. Dance Mission Theater has been located on the corner of 24th St and
Mission since the 1970’s. Dance Brigade serves a wide range of Bay Area artists from diverse
genders, ethnicities, orientations, and cultures, providing them with a space in which to exhibit
their work, and educate the community on music and dance.

Dance Brigade has provided the neighborhood with affordable access to culture, including
youth programs to give children access to the arts. It has served low-income families and
children, teaching approximately 1,500 adults a week. Their theater offers a regular schedule of
diverse dance styles such as Afro-Cuban, salsa, samba, hip-hop, and house. It has also drawn in
residents from every neighborhood in San Francisco.

Dance Brigade has helped preserve the rich social and cultural diversity in the Mission and it is
my distinct honor to nominate it to become part of San Francisco’s Legacy Business Registry.

Sincerely,

David Campos



Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section One:
Business / Applicant Information. Provide the following information:

The name, mailing address, and other contact information of the business;

The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners, identify the person(s)
with the highest ownership stake in the business;

The name, title, and contact information of the applicant;

The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the Secretary of State, if
applicable.

NAME OF BUSINESS:

BUSINESS OWNER(S) (identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business)

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:

( )

EMAIL:

WEBSITE: FACEBOOK PAGE: YELP PAGE

APPLICANT’S NAME

Same as Business

APPLICANT’S TITLE

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:

( )

EMAIL:

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER: SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (if applicable):

OFFICIAL USE: Completed by OSB Staff
NAME OF NOMINATOR: DATE OF NOMINATION:
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Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS: ZIP CODE: START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS? DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No Yes

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:
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DANCE BRIGADE
Legacy Business Registry Application

Historical Narrative

Criterion 1

History and background

Dance Brigade is a nonprofit arts organization that was founded in 1986 when it received tax
exempt status in San Francisco, CA. (See accompanying document.)

Krissy Keefer, founder and present director, co-founded Dance Brigade to create and perform
dance-theater that addresses the complex problems of contemporary American women. She
co-founded the legendary Wallflower Order in 1975, the nation’s first feminist dance company.
Wallflower toured the nation for almost a decade and staged many original pieces before large,
enthusiastic, and predominantly feminist audiences. They developed a new kind of modern
dance-theater that was stylistically rooted in martial arts, athleticism and social justice,
incorporating dance, martial arts, spoken word and sign language into performances that
address social and political issues. In 1984, Keefer co-created the Dance Brigade to carry
forward their activist vision. Their original works continued to explore social issues such as war,
poverty, breast cancer, women’s history, death and dying, and spirituality from a feminist
perspective. Dance Brigade continues to present these works in an annual home season
attended by a devoted and loyal audience, and has toured and performed these works
nationally and internationally over the last three decades.

In 1996, Dance Brigade expanded its scope of work beyond performance and took over the
Dance Mission studios at 3316 24th Street, establishing the space as a multicultural community
dance center and performance space. The multi-use space occupies the entire second floor of a
building at 24th and Mission in San Francisco. It is located directly above the historic Café La
Boheme, which has been in continuous operation since 1973 as a meeting spot for artists,
activists and intellectuals.

Dance Mission has been in continuous use as a dance and movement center for at least 40
years. In the 70s, it was known as Spectrum Dance, which was the original home of renowned
San Francisco choreographers Alonzo King and Roger Dultry, as well as Blanche Brown, the
legendary choreographer and wife of former mayor Willie Brown. Keefer and Dance Brigade
took over in 1996 and expanded the dance program for adults and youth, while keeping its core
classes and instructors. A black box theater was built within the largest of the studios, with full
lighting and sound capabilities, creating a space that could be transformed from a studio into a
true performance venue and back as needed.

Dance Brigade’s activities at Dance Mission have continued to grow and they have become a
cultural hub in the Mission, and a truly multicultural dance center that reflects not only the
diversity of the neighborhood but the diversity of the Bay Area artistic community. As an artist-
driven facility dedicated to inclusiveness and accessibility, it serves a wide range of Bay Area
artists, audiences and students. Due to affordable rental rates, ticket prices and tuition, its
activities attract a large number of low-income, multi-cultural audience members, artists and
students, who are our core constituents. Many women artists, artists of color, queer artists and
culturally specific dance ensembles consider Dance Mission their artistic home.



Dance Mission has become a second home to approximately 400 local low-income children and
their families through its youth dance program. As a business, Dance Mission Theater is also
committed to preserving the economic, social and cultural diversity of the Mission, and since
1996 the business has built close relationships with community groups and activists, fellow
cultural centers, and local politicians and business owners in the neighborhood.

Ongoing activities

1) An extensive multi-cultural dance instruction program for approximately 1,500 adults a week
with diverse dance styles such as Afro-Cuban, salsa, samba, hip hop, house, and others.

2) A comprehensive, affordable dance instruction program for youth serving over 400 children
per semester, which provides a number of scholarships to local families.

3) A 22-week presenting season featuring new, socially relevant works by Dance Brigade,
showcases for young choreographers, the D.I.R.T. (Dance In Revolting Times) Festival, and
other productions.

4) 20-24 weeks of productions by rental clients, from contemporary dance to circus, as well as
being a regular venue for the Black Choreographer’s Festival, Cuba Caribe, and other annual
events.

5) Grrrl Brigade, an arts education program that provides empowerment and leadership training
through dance instruction, performance opportunities and paid internships for girls aged 6-18.

Demographics

The average annual total number of audience members and students that participate in
activities at our facility is 18,000. The demographic breakdown of our constituents is: 48%
people of color/52% white; more than 27% lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender people; 70%
women and girls; approximately 10% immigrants; and 90% low-income people.

Contributions to the community

The activities of Dance Brigade address the needs of multiple communities, rather than a single
niche, and the success of this business is built on communities that overlap in the space as a
natural and organic outgrowth of the diverse mix of beneficiaries that take part in programs
there. These overlapping communities coexist in harmony: lesbian parents with daughters in
Grrrl Brigade, the Filipino hip hop scene, modern dance artists and the queer community, Afro-
Cuban immigrant artists, Mission residents and Facebook executives taking the same Cuban
dance classes, and more. A thriving arts center built on respect and inclusiveness has been
built at 24th and Mission. Not only do its programs and activities directly benefit the dance
community, but there is also a strong community relationship with the neighborhood.

Local community/neighborhood impact of the business

Dance Brigade is located at the center of one the most active corners in the Mission
neighborhood, and is directly across the street from the 24th Street BART station. After more
than 20 years of operation as a dance space, it is not only an anchor institution in the Mission
but also a destination that draws people from all over the Bay Area into the neighborhood. For
this reason, it has become a hub of activity that has directly improved the neighborhood,



including a positive economic impact on adjacent small businesses who benefit from the
students, parents, audience members, and artists who enter the space on a daily basis.

Programs at Dance Mission and Dance Brigade are accessible to residents and families of the
Mission, which is still primarily made up of people of color and immigrants, Bernal Heights, and
Noe Valley, especially in terms of the demographics of the youth program. In addition to
beneficiaries from San Francisco, due to the ease of accessibility of public transportation, our
programs benefit many people from Berkeley, Oakland and the East Bay, Colma, Daly City, and
other areas outside San Francisco.

Dance Brigade is also committed to preserving the economic, social and cultural diversity of the
Mission. Since 1998, the business has built close relationships with community groups and
activists, fellow cultural centers, and local politicians and business owners in the neighborhood.
As a community organization, Dance Brigade has collaborated on efforts to advocate for
maintaining city arts funding at city hall, took part in the Mayor’s Arts Task Force, and is
currently also active with neighborhood anti-displacement projects such as the Calle 24th Street
Corridor, MEDA and NCALF.

Dance Brigade has donated its facility to local community groups for fundraisers, rehearsals,
meetings and panels, as a way of giving back to the community. Dance Mission also works
collaboratively with other neighborhood cultural organizations in the Mission such as ABADA
Capoeira, Galeria de la Raza, Carnaval SF, the Mission Cultural Center for Latina Arts, and
Brava Theater.

Criterion 2

Contributions to the dance community

Dance Mission Theater has had a strong lasting impact on San Francisco’s dance community
over the last few decades, and it would be rare to find any performer, choreographer, dancer or
artistic director of a dance company in the Bay Area, not to mention dance writers and lighting
and sound designers for dance, whose career path did not intersect with Dance Mission Theater
at some point. Many dance artists and choreographers who first showed work there or taught
there have gone on to establish careers for themselves as performers and teachers, and many
have maintained ongoing relationships with the facility through the years, as performers,
audience members and producers. It has also had an impact on thousands of people who
include dance in their lives as an artistic and social outlet and who make time in their lives or
their children’s lives to study and practice dance. Below are some communities who benefit from
the artistic activities at Dance Mission Theater.

Dance companies, performers, producers, and audiences

The theater at 24th and Mission is in use for at least 42-48 weekends out of the year, between
Dance Brigade’s own presenting season and rental bookings to other artists and producers.
Twenty to 24 weeks of productions are booked each year by rental clients who represent genres
ranging from contemporary dance to Afro-Cuban to circus. Many of these companies have used
Dance Mission Theater to present their initial few seasons of work, while many others are
returning clients who find that the location, technical capacities, and production support provided
by the space surpass that of larger and more expensive venues. Dance Mission Theater has
also been a regular venue for the Black Choreographer’s Festival, Cuba Caribe Festival, San



Francisco International Arts Festival, Women on the Way Festival, and other recurring events,
and has worked with the organizers of these festivals to enable them to reach new audiences.

In addition to this, Dance Brigade has its own 22-week presenting season to highlight new work
and emerging artists, which features new, socially relevant works by in-house companies Dance
Brigade and the Grrrl Brigade, two annual showcases for emerging young choreographers in
spring and fall, and its own original festival programming that has included the Skydancers
festival for women in aerial dance, the Lesbian and Gay Dance Festival, Women on the Drum,
and most recently the D.I.R.T. (Dance In Revolting Times) Festival, among many others.

Students and teachers of dance

Dance Mission Theater has established an extensive multi-cultural instruction dance instruction
program for approximately 1,500 adults a week, with a focus on dances of the African Diaspora
such as Afro-Cuban and Afro-Haitian, salsa, samba, urban dances such as hip hop and house,
and a range of other forms. Many of the teachers who are based at Dance Mission have been
there since 1996, including Allan Frias, Micaya, Ramon Ramos Alayo, and Susana Arenas,
building up a student base that is drawn from all over the Bay Area and establishing the space
as a known destination for studying with these master teachers.

Dance Mission also provides a place for culturally specific dances to thrive, by providing a
teaching platform to masters of these forms, many of whom are immigrant artists, and giving
students a place to learn, contributing to the vibrancy and diversity of artistic instruction
available in San Francisco and to the sustainability of these dance forms.

Children and youth

Dance Mission has a comprehensive program of affordable dance instruction for children from
ages 6-18 for over 400 children per semester, which provides a number of scholarships to local
families (approximately 20-25% of students enrolled each semester). Classes are held during
the fall and spring semesters according to the academic calendar, and summer camps and
workshops are held for all age groups. Instruction is given in a range of dance forms including
ballet, modern dance, samba, salsa and more. The youth program also includes Grrrl Brigade,
the junior performance ensemble of the Dance Brigade, a project that provides empowerment
and leadership training for girls aged 6-18 through dance instruction, performance opportunities
and paid internships. At least 275 girls take part in Grrrl Brigade every year, with a return rate of
95 percent. Parents and students grow up in the program together, with most returning year
after year, forming strong bonds with other students and teachers. With one of the most
affordable programs of dance instruction in the Bay Area.

Current risk to the business

It is important to acknowledge that in the last several years San Francisco and the Bay Area has
seen another wave of rent increases, displacements and evictions because of both the influx of
wealthy renters, particularly from the technology sector, and the continued desirability of the area
as a place to work and live. The Mission district is ground zero for the battle between supply and
demand – the multicultural character that makes it desirable is also forcing out many of the
communities that give it this character. Artists, immigrants, and lower income and minority
communities are being priced out by newcomers with enough money to pay top dollar to live in
this diverse and unique neighborhood. With long term, lower income residents and non-
commercial entities like galleries and cultural centers unable to stand up against the greed of



landlords and developers, there is an ongoing tension in this neighborhood and across the Bay
Area as the struggle against gentrification and displacement continues.

The Dance Mission Theater facility is itself at risk, although it has been a dance center and
cultural space for many decades, as the building’s current owner is unwilling to grant a lease
longer than 12 months and is sharply increasing the monthly rent at each new lease signing. But
having an affordable, accessible dance center that serves the neighborhood and people of a
broad range of social and economic backgrounds in the Mission is more important now than ever
in order to support both the neighborhood’s diversity and vibrancy and to keep the arts
accessible to all. Losing this facility and the history it represents would be a tremendous loss to
the neighborhood and to the dance community, as it is unlikely that its unique character and
suitability as a multi-functional dance space could be recreated elsewhere. Having it listed as a
Legacy Business would provide some measure of protection in this regard.

Criterion 3

The building at the corner of 24th and Mission that houses Dance Mission Theater was built in
1917, and while the previous incarnations of the second floor space at 3316 24th Street that the
business currently occupies have included a movie theater and a boxing ring, the space has
been a dance and movement arts center since the 70s. It is located directly above the historic
Café La Boheme, which has been in continuous operation since 1973 as a meeting spot for
artists, activists and intellectuals, and several other restaurants and retail businesses that
occupy the first floor.

Dance Brigade has received multiple Creative Space grants from the San Francisco Arts
Commission to upgrade the facilities and interiors. In 2011, we received a grant of $35,000 from
the Bothin Foundation to refurbish the theater. In addition to the SFAC and foundation
supported upgrades, the owner of the building has completely redone all of the windows of the
building since 1998, including redoing the roof and making upgrades to bring the building into
compliance with seismic standards.

We also have invested in the exterior walls facing 24th Street to reflect the special aesthetic
characteristics of the neighborhood. Because the Mission district, especially the 24th street
corridor, is known for its murals, in 2009 & 2014 we commissioned murals on the front of the
building from San Francisco artists Eric Norberg (SPIE) and Dr Susie Lundy, Bay Area Program
Director for Youth Speaks.
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Krissy 
Keefer 
launches 
theater 
at Dance 
Mission 

Wild Woman: 
Dancer, producer, 
activist and 
organizer Krissy 
Keefer Is launching 
a new theatrical 
venue on 24th 
Street in response 
to the recent artistic 
surge she's 
witnessed In the 
Mission. 

BY KATHRYN ROSZAK 

K
SISSY KEEFER IS SAN FRANCISCO'S 
offbeat modern-dance impre-
sario. She won a Goldie and a 
Stoli Arts Achievement Award 

last year, and an Izzie award this year, 
for her outstanding work producing 
dance at the Brady Street Dance Cen-
ter. Keefer's achievements also include 
touring the U.S., Europe, Japan and 
Nicaragua with her group Dance 
Brigade, a political and visionary 
dance troupe known for radical produc-
tions such as The Revolutionary Nut-
cracker Sweetie, a political extravagan-
za, as well as for Cinderella, a fractured 
fairy tale of domestic violence. 
Keefer is most widely known in the 
dance community, though, for making 
waves with her visionary program-
ming of dance in the late '00s: The Gay 
and Lesbian Dance Festival (co-direct-
ed by Anne Bluethenthal), Women's 
Voices, New Ballet Works and Sky 
Dancers, works by women aerialists 
and trapeze artists. 

When I met Keefer at the Zuni Cafe for 
this Interview, she was wearing a flowery 
dress that was in direct contrast to her 
tough muscularity. Her hair was flowing 
wildly, accentuating her strong features. 
She was edgy, energetic and animated all 
at once while talking about her one-
woman show, The Queen of Sheba, and 
the nevitheatrical venue she is on the 
brink of opening at Dance Mission. 

Da 
ee 

You started off In the East Bay, but 
you've received a great deal of 
recognition lately in San Francisco 
and beyond. What accounts for this? 
It's imperative to live in the city you 
work in when you are an activist and 
organizer. I see myself as a cultural 
worker, and I see my work in the context 
of society and social movements. I'm 
very involved in the women's movement 
and with people like singer Ani DiFran-
co and the Indigo Girls. I recently danced 
at the Michigan Women's Music Festi-
val, which was attended by 6,000 women. 
The cultural backbone of the women's 
movement is redefining itself. 

How are you seeing the women's 
movement defined in dance now? 
Strong women who are in their bodies, 
have ambiguous sexuality, look androg-
ynous and do extreme athletic move-
ment. Street movement is part of this. 
There is a whole wave of political work 
about gender, finding where 
male/female identity is In a continuum. 
Male and female roles are being broken 
down. There is permission for people. to 
really be who they are. 

You've been interested In Buddhism. 
Does that play a part In your work? 
I'm very involved in the Tibetan chod 
meditation. I'm looking for ways to inte-
grate Tantric practices into life and art. I 
see myself as a kind of dakini, a Tibetan 
goddess of transformation. I want to be 
challenging, provocative and have peo-
ple examine their souls. 

How Is your current work taking 
shape? 
I'm working on a one-woman show, 
The Queen of Sheba. It's about prepa-
triarchal history. It's the story of a 
banished woman and the female 
prophetic voice. When a woman takes 
the initiative to leave a really bad situ-
ation, she is made to feel she is doing 
something wrong. The woman who 
tells the truth is demonized. In my 
show, the character of Lilith, who I 
play, is made into a demon, even 
though she was the one forced out. 
This goes for all kinds of women from 
Lilith to the Queen of Sheba, to bag 
women to visionaries and artists who 
tell things as they are. Any woman 
who speaks with intelligence above a 
whisper is demonized for breaking the 

status quo. In The Queen of Sheba, I'm 
also dealing with human beings 
beyond a gender exploration. I'm ask-
ing, What is our animal nature? How 
is that affecting us? It's about our dis-
association from the environment and 
environmental breakdown. 

You have referred frequently to 
healing an epidemic with your work. 
A lot of my work, especially at Brady 
Street, has been with struggling 
women artists, artists who lack fund-
ing and artists With AIDS. This is an 
economic and physical epidemic. Cul-
tural institutions have been decimated 
by AIDS. I want to make a difference 
about these things. This is my passion. 

You produce the only Gay and Lesbian 
Dance Festival in the country. 
Right. It gives artists permission to 
explore what it is to be gay in the arts. It 
lets the subject matter of being gay be 
dominant. At Dance Mission, we will use 
all the studios. Each studio will repre. 	, 
sent an element: earth, air, water, fire. 
We'll also have a roundtable discussion 
on body art from piercing to old age. 

The festival will take place at Dance 
Mission. Why there? 
I live in the Mission. I drive up and 
down Valencia Street. It's an area that's 
emerging and surging. It's on fire with 
potential. The Valencia/Mission dis-
trict is the hub of the women's' commu-
nity. There are galleries, crafts and 
curio shops. There are venues produc-
ing alternative work, from ODC's space 
to the Mission Cultural Center, Dancers 
Group, ATA, the Women's Building and 
many others. And in collaboration with 
studio director Lori Lewis and lighting 
designer Joe Williams, I am creating a 
new theater space at Dance Mission. 
There's this integration of the restau-
rant, theater and art scene in the neigh- 
borhood. The city should be proud of 	, 
the artistic activity on Valencia and 
should be helping shore it up. This is 
the cutting-edge arts scene. It's like 
Joseph Papp and La MaMa, the Lower 
East Side in New York. It's the most 
exciting dance theater district in the 
U.S., and we are putting the theater In 
to be a part of the power surge that is 
taking place there RI 

Dance Mission, 3316 24th St.; 415/826-4441. 

























Dear Landlord: 

I have lived in San Francisco for 30 years and I understand the changes that are going on and the value 

of property at 24th and Mission Street. Please take the time to read these letters and help us find a way 

to preserve Dance Mission and the incredible impact it can continue to have on the lives of so many 

young San Franciscans. 

My older daughter started dancing at Dance Mission when she was three years old. She is now 17 and 

will be graduating from the youth program in May. Krissy Keefer and her staff have been more than a 

second family to Sydney and her family over the years. They have been better than family. They have 

been trusted adults who have helped her navigate all of the challenges of adolescence. They have 

provided safe harbor in a city, and a world, that is not always safe for young women. 

My younger daughter, now 13, also attends Dance Mission classes. She learned Taiko drumming, an 

incredibly powerful art form that taught her that she was strong and capable and part of a community. 

The message of girl power, creativity, and community that both of my girls were exposed to at Dance 

Mission will inform them for the rest of their lives. 

Dance Mission is more than a dance studio. It is an after-school program, a counseling center, a teen 

support group, a parent education center, an art studio, and a community center. The values that the 

staff teach the girls can give you goosebumps. Empowerment, acceptance, advocacy, compassion, 

tolerance, to name a few. And they have been doing it for decades. Krissy and her staff are there for the 

girls 24/7 and they teach the girls to be there for each other, as we all should be. Their message of 

peace, feminism, and diversity will sadly never grow old and has only become more relevant. 

The community is so diverse, so accepting, so much a part of the fabric of the Mission scene that it 

seems safe to say that it really is at the heart of the mission. There is no way that this institution should 

have to move out of the City that it has spent years contributing to. Dance Mission has fought for the 

underdog for years and now they are fighting for their own survival. 

Of course there is the bottom line and the real estate is now worth much more than it ever has been. 

But the City needs to realize that places like Dance Mission make San Francisco what it is. It would not 

be Dance Mission if it was in Oakland. They have been at 24th and Mission for years and it is such an 

ideal location for so many reasons but mostly because it is so accessible to every girl in SF. Whether 

coming from home or school, by Muni or by Bart, 24th and Mission is a hub like no other. Dance Mission 

is such an important part of that hub. Together we can fight for what's right - preserving a safe, 

accessible, place for growing girls as they learn to find their way, and their power, in San Francisco and 

the world. 

Thank you so much for your consideration and support! 

Sincerely, 

4Pue ct(x  
Jane Schisgal 

(415-312-0183) 



Stephen Pocock 
1924 International Blvd. 

Oakland, CA 94606 

09/07/15 

Rob Isackson 
Village Properties 

Dear Mr. Isackson/Village Properties 

My daughter; Charlotte, has been taking classes and performing with Grrrl Brigade and its related 
entities at Dance Mission for the last five years. Her time at Dance Mission has seen her through 
amazing growth as she navigates the tough years of elementary and middle school. 

Her mother (a Mission resident, as is Charlotte) and I are convinced that her participation in dance at 
Dance Mission specifically has been instrumental in her growth into the considerate, aware and 
thoughtful person she has become. She has become personally empowered to follow her own artistic 
muse in dance and writing, she has a healthy body image (one not defined by media), and she has 
gained an awareness of issues facing women and girls today. 

This experience and growth has happened at Dance Mission — there is simply no place like it. Dance 
Mission needs to continue in the fine space it has occupied for so long. 

I urge you to be a part of this unique tradition by extending a long-term lease to Dance Mission. 

Regards, 

Stephen Pocock. 



Sincerely, 

Ava Toomey-Cordeiro 
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Ava Toomey-Cordeiro 
501 Andover Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

September 3, 2015 

Dear Mr. Isackson, 

I wanted to write to you directly, to let you know how important Dance Mission is to 
me. I'm a 13 year old at Hoover Middle School and Dance Mission has been a part of 
my life since I was 4 years old. I'm now a part of the Grrrl Brigade program and take 
classes there four times a week. 

The staff and students have always supported me and given me a safe place to be 
myself. When I dance I feel like I can fly---I feel like I could do anything! When I 
dance, I forget about my worries, and I only feel the rhythm of the music pounding 
in my feet. Dancing helps me deal with anxiety and stress. But Dance Mission is 
more than just dance, it's a second family. 

The Dance Mission staff show me how to be a strong, confident, and powerful 
woman. They teach me about important events in history and happening now and 
show me how to express my feelings and opinions through dance. 

Dance Mission is a unique place and there's nowhere else like it in the entire world. 
Please continue working with the staff to keep Dance Mission in San Francisco. So 
many things are changing in San Francisco, please keep Dance Mission alive and 
hundreds of girls and their parents will thank you. 
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2016-014209LBR; 2016-013529LBR; 2016-013530LBR; 2016-013557LBR;

2016-014320LBR; 2016-013558LBR; 2016-013561LBR; 2016-013587LBR;

2016-013588LBR; 2016-014214LBR; 2016-013591LBR; 2016-013782LBR;

2016-013785LBR; 2016-013788LBR; 2016-013922LBR

Filing Date: October 3, 2016

Case No.: 2016-014320LBR

Business Name: Dance Brigade

Business Address: 3316 24th Street

Zoning: NCT (Mission Street Neighborhood Commercial Transit)

85-X Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 3643/010A

Applicant: Krissy Keefer

3316 24th Street

San Francisco, CA 94110

Nominated By: Supervisor David Campos, District 9

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093

desiree.smith@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION

Dance Brigade is a local dance company that has presented socially relevant dance-theater performances

since 1986 and has managed the Dance Mission Theater space at 3316 24th Street since 1996. With a

mission to address the complex problems of American women through dance-theater, Dance Brigade

serves a large constituency representing diverse genders, ethnicities, orientations, and cultures. Located

along 24th Street between Mission and Bartlett Streets in the Mission District, the nonprofit arts

organization occupies the entire second floor of a rectangular two-story brick masonry commercial

building designed in the Renaissance Revival style. From there it operates a multi-use dance space and

cultural center with five main programmatic components. It provides affordable rental rates for diverse

arts groups, including culturally-specific dance ensembles; offers an extensive multicultural dance

instruction program serving approximately 1,500 adults per week; delivers comprehensive, affordable

dance instruction for over 400 children a semester, which includes a number of scholarships to local low-

income families; runs a 22-week-long presenting season of original works; and runs Grrrl Brigade, an arts

education program providing empowerment and leadership training through dance instruction,

performance opportunities, and paid internships for girls aged 6-18. In addition, Dance Brigade produces

and performs original works nationally and abroad. Through their own activities, and by providing an

affordable option for other arts and cultural groups, Dance Brigade has created a thriving cultural and

community hub in the Mission District. The organization provides the neighborhood affordable access to

cultural activities and has nurtured the creative growth of countless children, teens, and adults for three

decades. As a tenant of its building, Dance Brigade has been able to secure rental leases for only 12-

months at a time with the cost of rent rising at each signing.

STAFF ANALYSIS

Review Criteria

1. When was business founded?

1986
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2016-014209LBR; 2016-013529LBR; 2016-013530LBR; 2016-013557LBR;

2016-014320LBR; 2016-013558LBR; 2016-013561LBR; 2016-013587LBR;

2016-013588LBR; 2016-014214LBR; 2016-013591LBR; 2016-013782LBR;

2016-013785LBR; 2016-013788LBR; 2016-013922LBR

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?

Yes, Dance Brigade qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the

eligibility Criteria:

i. Dance Brigade has operated for 30 years.

ii. Dance Brigade has contributed to the history and identity of the Mission District and

the city’s dance community by presenting original and socially relevant dance-

theater performances since 1986, by operating a multi-use dance space for

community use since 1996, and by offering a variety of dance instruction for youth

and adults for two decades.

iii. Dance Brigade is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define its art of dance performance and instruction.

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?

Yes. The business is associated with the art of dance.

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?

Yes. The two-story 1917 commercial building is associated with significant architecture as an

example of the Renaissance Revival style. The property is associated with important dance

companies, including Spectrum Dance, comprised of renowned San Francisco choreographers,

Alonzo King and Roger Dultry, and Dance Brigade, founded by Krissy Keefer in 1986. Keefer had

previously founded the Wallflower Order in 1975, the nation’s first feminist dance company

which toured the nation for almost a decade. The Wallflower Order developed a new kind of

modern dance-theater that was stylistically rooted in martial arts, athleticism, and social justice.

Dance Brigade was created in 1986 to carry forward the activist vision of the Wallflower Order.

The building is also home to Café La Boheme, a gathering spot for artists, activists, and

intellectuals since 1973.

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?

The property is considered a “Category A” building by the Planning Department. It was

previously evaluated for its architectural significance and was found individually eligible for

listing in both the California Register and the National Register.

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?

No.

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?

Yes. The organization has been cited in multiple publications, which include but are not limited

to: San Francisco Metropolitan, 10/5/1998, “Dancing Queen: Krissy Keefer launches theater at

Dance Mission,” by Kathryn Roszak; El Tecolote, 4/8/2016, “The last dance? Dance Mission

Theater’s future uncertain,” by Alma Villegas.
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2016-014209LBR; 2016-013529LBR; 2016-013530LBR; 2016-013557LBR;

2016-014320LBR; 2016-013558LBR; 2016-013561LBR; 2016-013587LBR;

2016-013588LBR; 2016-014214LBR; 2016-013591LBR; 2016-013782LBR;

2016-013785LBR; 2016-013788LBR; 2016-013922LBR

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

Location(s) associated with the business:

3316 24th Street

Recommended by Applicant

Multicultural dance instruction program for adults and youth

Venue for culturally-specific dances to thrive

Comprehensive program of affordable dance instruction for children, including the

organization’s signature Grrrl Brigade program that provides empowerment and leadership

training for girls and teens

Dance Brigade’s own presenting season that highlights new work and emerging artists and

which features socially relevant works by in-house dance companies

Additional Recommended by Staff

No additional recommendations
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Historic Preservation Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 16, 2016

Case No.: 2016-014320LBR

Business Name: Dance Brigade

Business Address: 3316 24th Street

Zoning: NCT (Mission Street Neighborhood Commercial Transit)

85-X Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 3643/010A

Applicant: Krissy Keefer

3316 24th Street

San Francisco, CA 94110

Nominated By: Supervisor David Campos, District 9

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093

desiree.smith@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR DANCE BRIGADE,

CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 3316 24TH STREET (BLOCK/LOT 3643/010A).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,

community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and

success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San

Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Mission District neighborhood's history and

identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 16, 2016, the Historic Preservation

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business

Registry nomination.



Resolution XXXXXX
November 16, 2016

2

CASE NO. 2016-014320LBR

Dance Brigade

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

Dance Brigade qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2)

as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends

safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Dance Brigade.

Location (if applicable)

3316 24th Street

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

Multicultural dance instruction program for adults and youth

Venue for culturally-specific dances to thrive

Comprehensive program of affordable dance instruction for children, including the organization’s

signature Grrrl Brigade program that provides empowerment and leadership training for girls and

teens

Dance Brigade’s own presenting season that highlights new work and emerging artists and which

features socially relevant works by in-house dance companies

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and

recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the

Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject

property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section

15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-

014320LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission

on November 16, 2016.

Jonas P. Ionin

Commission Secretary

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ADOPTED:


