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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report

HEARING DATE MAY 8, 2017

CHINESE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-043

Business Name: Chinese Historical Society of America
Business Address: 965 Clay Street

District: District 3

Applicant: Sue Lee, Executive Director
Nomination Date: November 28, 2016

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin

Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION

Established in Chinatown in 1963, the Chinese Historical Society of America (CHSA) is the oldest and largest
archive and historical center in the United States that documents the Chinese American experience. As a
nonprofit organization, CHSA is “dedicated to the interpretation, promotion, and preservation of the social,
cultural, and political history and contributions of the Chinese in America.” It accomplishes this mission by
hosting exhibitions and public programs at its Museum and Learning Center, producing publications on
Chinese American history, offering tours of the surrounding Chinatown neighborhood, and serving as the
steward of the historic Chinatown YWCA, which it has owned and operated since 2000. The organization
holds one of the country’s largest collections of Chinese American historical objects and frequently serves as
a resource for historical research. Its programming focuses on three core values, as described in its
application: (1) respect for cultural traditions and history/heritage; (2) the belief that innovation is part of how
the organization keeps traditions relevant and up-to-date; and (3) a goal to reach “above and beyond”
Chinatown in order to continue the process of expanding definitions of the Chinese American community and
its role in society. In addition to showcasing rotating exhibitions, the CHSA Museum offers several permanent
exhibitions, including Chinese American: Exclusion/Inclusion, the History of the Chinatown YWCA, and Living
in Chinatown: Memories in Miniature. Founded by local Chinese American community advocates, CHSA has
continued a legacy of community advocacy through its historical and educational work, and also through its
support of local historians. CHSA also remains deeply connected to its surrounding neighborhood of
Chinatown, keeping its doors open six days a week and collaborating with others to offer film screenings,
book readings, presentations, workshops, and panel discussions in the neighborhood.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco
operations exceeding two years:
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17 Adler Place from 1966 to 1969 (3 years).

650 Commercial Street from 1969 to 1993 (24 years).
644 Broadway #402 from 1993 to 2001 (8 years).
965 Clay Street from 2001 to Present (16 years).

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Chinatown neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or
community:

e CHSA, a nonprofit organization, is the oldest and largest archive and historical center documenting the
Chinese American experience in the United States. It is associated with the curatorial, archival, and
story-telling traditions; promoting Chinese and Chinese-American heritage and culture; and the tradition
of stewarding and interpreting a historic site.

e CHSA has contributed to the history and identity of San Francisco’s Chinatown neighborhood by
promoting the history, heritage, and culture of Chinese Americans in the Bay Area and beyond through
its museum exhibitions, educational and cultural programs, and historical archive.

e The property at 965 Clay Street is Article 10 Landmark No. 122, significant for its architecture and social
history. Designed by master architect, Julia Morgan, in 1932, the historic Chinatown YWCA is associated
with Chinese and Chinese American history of the neighborhood.

e The business has been cited in the following publications:

» San Francisco Chronicle, 10/29/2016, “NY gives SF vivid view of Chinese immigrants’ history,” by
Carl Nolte.

» San Francisco Chronicle, 10/3/1966, “Chinese Society Opens Museum,” by Jerry Root.

» San Francisco Chronicle, 10/6/1966, “Boost for Chinese History,” by Millie Robbins.

» San Francisco Magazine, 2/1967, “Or a Chinese Historical Society?” by Thomas W. Chinn.

> Bulletin for April 1969, East/West News, 1/14/1988, “Historical Societies Play a Key Role in Chinese
American History.”

» Tri-Valley Herald, 11/16/2001, “Museum gives Chinese-American history its due,” by Titania Leung
Inglis.

» San Jose Mercury, 11/17/01, “Chinese-American museum conceived in '63 opens,” by L.A. Chung.

» San Francisco Chronicle, 11/18/01, “Chinese museum finally gets a home,” by Tyche Hendricks.

» New York Times, 2/11/11, “Lost for Years, a Trove of Chinatown Art is Tracked Down,” by Bernice
Yeung.

» nbcnews.com, 11/11/16, “Chinese-American History Finds Permanent Home in San Francisco,” by
Frances Kai-Hwa Wang.

» nbcnews.com, 2/11/17, “Oldest Chinese Laundry in the U.S. Closes Shop After 140 Years.”

» nbcnews.com, 2/11/17, “CAAM to Launch ‘Who is American?’ Education Campaign on Chinese

Exclusion Act.”
» Asian Pacific America with Robert Handa, an interview with Sue Lee, Executive Director of CHSA,
aired on NBC Bay Area January 29, 2017 (available on YouTube, see application for links).

1 DR. CARLTON B. GOODLETT PLACE, ROOM 110, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-4681
(415) 554-6134 / www.sfosb.org / legacybusiness@sfgov.org



CiITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO
EDWIN M. LEE, MAYOR

SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE OF SMALL BUSINESS

OFFICE OF SMALL BUSINESS REGINA DICK-ENDRIZZI, DIRECTOR

CHSA has been the recipient of numerous awards, including: 2004 National Preservation Award from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation; 2005 Preservation Award from California Heritage Council; and
2016 Award from the Art Deco Society of California.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, CHSA is committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define its practice of operating
museum, archive, and historical center focused on Chinese American history, heritage, and culture.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Chinese Historical Society of America qualifies for
the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:

o Dedication to the interpretation, promotion, and preservation of the social, cultural, and political history
and contributions of the Chinese in America.

Function as a home for the stories and experience of the Chinese in America.

Chinatown location.

Maintenance of a cultural asset that is the historic YWCA Chinatown building.

Function as a museum, historical archive, and source of educational programming focused on Chinese
and Chinese American history.

CORE PHYSICAL FEATURES OR TRADITIONS THAT DEFINE THE BUSINESS

Following are the core physical features or traditions that define the business that would be required for

maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.

e The interpretation, promotion and/or preservation of the social, cultural and political history and
contributions of the Chinese in America.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Chinese Historical Society of
America currently located at 965 Clay Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under
Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE MAY 8, 2017

CHINESE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO.

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-043

Business Name: Chinese Historical Society of America
Business Address: 965 Clay Street

District: District 3

Applicant: Sue Lee, Executive Director
Nomination Date: November 28, 2016

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin

Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR CHINESE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 965 CLAY STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a
significant risk of displacement; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define
the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on May 8, 2017, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Chinese Historical Society of
America in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below
listed physical features and traditions at Chinese Historical Society of America:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:

o Dedication to the interpretation, promotion, and preservation of the social, cultural, and political history
and contributions of the Chinese in America.

Function as a home for the stories and experience of the Chinese in America.

Chinatown location.

Maintenance of a cultural asset that is the historic YWCA Chinatown building.

Function as a museum, historical archive, and source of educational programming focused on Chinese
and Chinese American history.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed

core physical feature or tradition to maintain Chinese Historical Society of America on the Legacy Business

Registry:

e The interpretation, promotion and/or preservation of the social, cultural and political history and
contributions of the Chinese in America.

| hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
May 8, 2017.

Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO.

Ayes —
Nays —
Abstained —
Absent —
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Legacy | Application Review

Business

Registry | Sheet

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-043

Business Name: Chinese Historical Society of America
Business Address: 965 Clay Street

District: District 3

Applicant: Sue Lee, Executive Director
Nomination Date: November 28, 2016

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years? X Yes No

17 Adler Place from 1966 to 1969 (3 years).

650 Commercial Street from 1969 to 1993 (24 years).
644 Broadway #402 from 1993 to 2001 (8 years).
965 Clay Street from 2001 to Present (16 years).

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community? X Yes No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? X Yes No

NOTES: NA

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: March 24, 2017

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program
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Member, Board of Supervisors City and County of San Francisco

District 3
AARON PESKIN
ildré: mzaE
November 28, 2016

Director Regina Dick-Endrizzi

San Francisco Office of Small Business
City Hall, Room 110

1 Dz. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Director Dick-Endrizzi:

It is my honor and privilege to nominate The Chinese Historical Society of America (SEE{ZE A
JiF 57 22€r) for inclusion on the Legacy Business Registry.

Founded in 1963, The Chinese Historical Society of America has become a cornerstone of
Chinatown history, and maintains is position as a bastion of art, tradition and culture for the
Chinese American experience. The Chinese Historical Society of America has played a rich role
in shaping the understanding of the Chinese American experience across the Bay Area. Not only
is it one of Chinatown’s most storied societies and museums, it also is the oldest and largest
archive and historical center documenting the Chinese American experience in the United States.
With its traditional Chinese facade, the Chinese Historical Society of America is brimming with
inspiring Chinese culture inside and out. From hosting art exhibits to conferences, the museum
acts not only as a collection of artifacts and modemn art but as a venue for the discussion of the
Chinese American experience and the American immigrant experience.

I hope for the continued success of Chinese Historical Society of America. It is a critical part of
the cultural heritage of Chinatown, District 3 and, indeed, the San Francisco Bay Area.

Sincerely,

7

aron Peskin

City Hall « 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place * Room 244 e San Francisco, California 94102-4689 ¢ (415) 554-7450
Fax (415) 554-7454 » TDD/TTY (415) 554-5227 ¢ E-mail: Aaron.Peskin@sfgov.org




Legacy Business Registry | Application

Section One:

Business / Applicant Information. Pprovide the following information:

= The name, mailing address, and other contact information of the business:

s The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners, identify the person(s)
with the highest ownership stake in the business:

« The name, title, and contact information of the applicant;

« The business's San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the Secretary of State, if

applicable.

NAME OF BUSINESS:

Chinese Historical Society of America

BUSINESS OWNER(S) (identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business)

Sue Lee

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: 415-391-1188

965 Clay Street
San Francisco, CA 94108

(415))391-1188
EMAIL:

suelee@chsa.org

WEBSITE:

FACEBOOK PAGE:

YELP PAGE

www.chsa.org

facebook.com/chsamuseum | yercmvieinese nstoricat society-or

APPLICANT'S NAME

Sue Lee . J Same as Business
APPLICANT'S TITLE
Executive Director
APPLICANT'S ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:
965 Clay Street (415)391-1188
San Francisco, CA 94108 EMAIL:
suelee@chsa.org

EAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER:

SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (if applicable): 1

NAME OF NOMINATOR:

IDFFICIALUSE OBmbIsted by OSH Siaf M

V.5-6/17/2016



Legacy Business Registry

Section Two:

Business Location(s).

Application

List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than

one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS:

ZIP CODE:

17 Adler Place, San Francisco, CA

94133

January 5, 1966

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS?

DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

START DATE OF BUSINESS

[l No m ves

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION
St 1969

650 Commercial Street, San Francisco, CA|94111 g,

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION
IStart: 1993

644 Broadway #402, San Francisco, CA (94133 Eay,,

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

. Sat 4412001

965 Clay Street, San Francisco, CA 94108 g

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION
Start;
IEnd:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

V.6- 6/17/2016




Legacy Business Registry | Application

Section Three:

Disclosure Statement.
San Francisco Taxes, Business Registration, Licenses, Labor Laws and Public

Information Release.

This section is verification that all San Francisco taxes, business registration, and licenses are
current and complete, and there are no current violations of San Francisco labor laws. This
information will be verified and a business deemed not current in with all San Francisco taxes,
business registration, and licenses, or has current violations of San Francisco labor laws, will not
be eligible to apply for the Business Assistance Grant.

In addition, we are required to inform you that all information provided in the application will become
subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act.

Please read the following statements and check each to indicaie that you agree with the
statement. Then sign below in the space provided.

i | am authorized to submit this application on behalf of the business.
| attest that the business is current on all of its San Francisco tax obligations.

| attest that the business'’s business registration and any applicable regulatory license(s)
are current.

| attest that the Office of Labor Standards and Enforcement (OLSE) has not determined
that the business is currently in violation of any of the City’s labor laws, and that the
business does not owe any outstanding penalties or payments ordered by the OLSE.

| | understand that documents submitted with this application may be made available to the
public for inspection and copying pursuant to the California Public Records Act and San
Francisco Sunshine Ordinance.

| hereby acknowledge and authorize that all photographs and images submitted as part of
the application may be used by the City without compensation.

| understand that the Small Business Commission may revoke the placement of the
business on the Registry if it finds that the business no longer qualifies, and that placement
on the Registry does not entitle the business to a grant of City funds.

Sue Lee 2/16/2017 Gl

Name (Print): Date: Signature:

e ] V.5 6/17/2016



Legacy Business Application
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 4: Historical Narrative

The Chinese Historical Society of America, (CHSA) was founded in 1963 and opened its first
place of business in 1966 at 17 Adler Place (now Jack Kerouac Alley) in San Francisco
Chinatown between Grant and Columbus Avenues, where it remained until 1989. Through the
1990s, CHSA would be located at 650 Commercial Street between Clay and Sacramento. It
moved to 644 Broadway between Stockton and Grant for two years between 2000 and 2001
before opening at the newly renovated and retrofitted Chinatown YWCA at 965 Clay Street; it’s
current home, which CHSA owns, in November 2001. As such, CHSA has operated within the
Chinatown community for nearly 51 years and has been housed for 17 years in one the
neighborhood’s major properties that is a City Landmark and significant tourist attraction as a
Julia Morgan designed architectural marvel.

CHSA was founded by well-known Chinese American figures and community advocates
Thomas W. Chinn, C.H. Kwock, Chingwah Lee, H.K. Wong, and Thomas W.S. Wu D.D.S. In
the contemporary period, grand historians Philip Choy and the late Him Mark Lai, made major
contributions to the understanding and awareness of Chinese American history through scholarly
work and advocacy projects through CHSA, including the saving from destruction and
preservation of Angel Island Immigration Station.

The content of the Museum overall, is a treasure trove of the historical record of the experience
of Chinese in America, which includes the remarkable narrative of the phoenix like rising from
the ashes of Chinatown after the 1906 Great Earthquake and Fire, the creation of one of the
nation’s iconic neighborhoods, and the ongoing triumph of a vibrant residential and business
nexus that has defined San Francisco’s unique cultural importance. CHSA is the steward of the
community narrative of Chinese in America and makes this narrative a living history through a
variety of high quality cultural content such as exhibitions and public programs. It provides
ongoing service as an anchor community-based organization for the Chinatown neighborhood
that is open six days a week, ensuring a continuous opportunity for the public to engage with the
remarkable narrative of our community.

CHSA promotes the contributions and legacy of the Chinese in America through its exhibitions,
publications, and educational and public programs in the Museum and Learning Center. We offer
tours of the Museum and the surrounding Chinatown community for a nominal charge. We have
extended our reach with online content with online exhibits through our main portal chsa.org,
sharing information and news through our Facebook, Twitter, and Tumblr, and sharing
photographs through our Instagram. We have also opened our doors to collaborations with others
who want to share their stories and experiences through film screenings, book readings,
presentations, workshops, panel discussions and so much more.

The CHSA Museum provides a permanent home for the stories and experience of the Chinese in
America that stretches back to the Spanish period in California history. It shares these stories
with a world class $2 million exhibition entitled Chinese American: Exclusion/Inclusion,



Legacy Business Application
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 4: Historical Narrative

numerous rotating exhibitions, and through regular schedule of public engagement programs
such as literary events, film screenings, lectures and panel discussions, performances, and
walking tours of the neighborhood. It also serves as an important resource for historical research
in the writing of multiple books and films, including the upcoming PBS Documentary film by
Ric Burns “The Chinese Exclusion Act”. As part of the wealth of content that CHSA provides, it
holds one of the largest collections of historical objects of Chinese American historical interest
from works of art, clothing, household objects, and books.

CHSA serves the local San Francisco Chinatown neighborhood, the greater City-wide
population, and the Bay Area region which is home to over 500,000 Chinese Americans.
Moreover, CHSA has a national and international footprint, providing value to individuals and
organizations interested in the significance of the history of Chinese in America to our nation
and to our world. The Chinatown neighborhood of which CHSA a homegrown product is one of
the oldest communities of its kind in the country that is both an active commercial center and
residential hub. It is a coveted cultural destination for a City of cultural destinations, attracting
over six million visitors annually.

CHSA represents the heart and identity of the Chinatown community and as such contributes to
positive and vibrant quality of life for the neighborhood as well as a place of learning for the
many visitors. If CHSA were to cease to exist, the Chinatown would lose a significant cultural
and physical asset that would harm the economic and cultural well-being of the neighborhood.

The core values of our programming include: 1) Respect for cultural traditions and
history/heritage. 2) That innovation is part of how we keep our traditions up to date and relevant.
3) That we must reach “above and beyond” Chinatown to continue the process of expanding our
definitions of our community and its role in our society. The content of our programming
stretches from exploring our historical narratives to how these narratives inform our current
world in a variety of ways from culinary art to fashion, the visual, literary and performing arts,
and in the media.

An aspect of the Museum’s presentation is sharing of stories of how Chinese women built the
YWCA during the era of the Exclusion, traveling up and down the coast to raise money,
engaging architect Julia Morgan, and built a highly impactful social and cultural institution
during 60+ years of operations. As a significant historical cultural asset we are committed to
following the guidelines for the preservation of the building. This takes the form of
organizational policies governing visitors and programming to our ongoing maintenance of the
building.

The CHSA Museum has been recognized multiple times for its historic significance including:
2004 National Preservation Award from the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 2005
Preservation Award from California Heritage Council, and 2016 award from The Art Deco
Society of California.



Legacy Business Application
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 4: Historical Narrative

The CHSA Museum is a City of San Francisco registered landmark, #122. It is recognized as of
architectural significance both for its age (built in 1932) and as a singular artistic achievement of
one of the 20th Century’s most famous architects. It is also recognized for its cultural and
historical significance for the lived experience associated with the YWCA in Chinatown and
now more recently as the home of one of the neighborhood’s significant cultural institutions.

Continuing to celebrate our name and organizational and community history is critical to
maintaining our own historical traditions. Our priority on cultural and historical interpretation as
a cornerstone to our content shapes each of our offerings to the public as well as our
communications strategies.
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You are here: Home / About CHSA

About CHSA
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The Chinese Historical Society of America Museum is the oldest organization in the
country dedicated to the interpretation, promotion, and preservation of the social, cultural
and political history and contributions of the Chinese in America.

https://chsa.org/about chsa/ 3/14/2017
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When founded in 1963, there were fewer than 250,000 people of Chinese descent living
in the US and CHSA was a lone voice for the study and dissemination of the history of this
segment of the US population. Today, as the number of Chinese in the US has risen to
nearly 4 million, CHSA strives to be a responsible steward of the remarkable narrative of
this rapidly growing and increasingly visible community.

What we do

CHSA promotes the contributions and legacy of the Chinese in America through its
exhibitions, publications, and educational and public programs in the Museum and
Learning Center. We are housed in the landmark Julia Morgan-designed Chinatown
YWCA building at 965 Clay Street, San Francisco.

We offer tours of the Museum and the surrounding Chinatown community for a nominal
charge. We have extended our reach with online content with online exhibits through our
main portal chsa.org, sharing information and news through our Facebook, Twitter, and
Tumblr, and sharing photographs through our Instagram. We have also opened our doors
to collaborations with others who want to share their stories and experiences through film
screenings, book readings, presentations, workshops, panel discussions and so much
more.

Come visit CHSA today

CHSA Commercial

Share this:

https://chsa.org/about chsa/ 3/14/2017



Chinese Historical Society of America

Commercial:
https://youtu.be/cxYD20fxzeo




Legacy Business Registry
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 5: Supplemental Historical Documents

Asian Pacific America with Robert Handa recently interviewed Sue Lee, Executive Director of Chinese

Historical Society of America. The episode aired on NBC Bay Area January 29, 2017. This 3-part episode
can be viewed:

http://www.nbcbayarea.com/on-air/as-seen-on/Chinese-American -Exclusion Inclusion Bay-Area-
412344753.html

http://www.nbcbayarea.com/on-air/as-seen-on/Chinese-Exclusion-Act Bay-Area-412344073.html

http://www.nbcbayarea.com/on-air/as-seen-on/Chinese-Inclusion Bay-Area-412344763.html

* Conmnectv  Q
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Legacy Business Registry
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 5: Supplemental Historical Documents

October 29, 2016, the San Francisco Chronicle published “NY gives SF vivid view of Chinese immigrant’s
history”, an article about CHSA’s opening of a major exhibition. Full article can be found:

http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/nativeson/article/NY-gives-SF-vivid-view-of-Chinese-immigrants-
10421722.php#photo-11656974

NY gives SF vivid view of Chinese immigrants’
history

By Carl Nolte, San Francisco Chronicde

f



http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/nativeson/article/NY-gives-SF-vivid-view-of-Chinese-immigrants-10421722.php#photo-11656974
http://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/nativeson/article/NY-gives-SF-vivid-view-of-Chinese-immigrants-10421722.php#photo-11656974

Legacy Business Registry
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 5: Supplemental Historical Documents

Chinese Historical Society of America has operated at 965 Clay Street, San Francisco
from 2001 to the present. ©2001

Exterior plaque detail. ©2017 Architectural detail of exterior. ©2017

} CHINESE HISTORIC

| soCcIETY OF AME R

|
|

MU S EUM

AND LEARNIN




Legacy Business Registry
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 5: Supplemental Historical Documents

Interior photo of Chinese Historical Society of America foyer. ©2013
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Legacy Business Registry
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 5: Supplemental Historical Documents

Architectural detail of interior. ©2001




Legacy Business Registry
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 5: Supplemental Historical Documents

Architectural detail of garden. ©2007




Legacy Business Registry
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 5: Supplemental Historical Documents

Chinese Historical Society of America operated at 17 Adler Place,

San Francisco from 1966-1989. ©1968




Legacy Business Registry
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 5: Supplemental Historical Documents

In January 4, 1981, YWCA Chinatown Center (at 965 Clay Street) became a Registered
Landmark #122 of the City & County of San Francisco. ©2017




Legacy Business Registry
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 5: Supplemental Historical Documents

In 2004, Chinese Historical Society of America received the National Preservation Award
from the National Trust for Historic Preservation for the adaptive use of the Julia
Morgan-designed YWCA. ©2017

In 2016, Chinese Historical Society of America received an award for historic preservation and
stewardship of the 1932 Julia Morgan Chinatown YWCA from The Art Deco Society of California. ©2017




Legacy Business Registry
Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 5: Supplemental Historical Documents

President Lyndon B. Johnson became the first honorary member of the Chinese
Historical Society of America in 1964. ©1964

ization Lowhich an Amencan

member President Lyodon B
a the White House on Augu




e

Society members C. H.
scroll to President

Kwock and H.

Lyndon B. Joh

K. Wong presenting

Honorary Membership

nson at the White House, August 2, 1964,
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LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

100 LARKIN STREET =« CIVIC CENTER = SAN FH:_QNCISCO * 94102
FINAL CASE REPORT, RESIDENCE CLUB AND CIAY STREET CENTER APPROVED MAY 21, 1980

BUILDING NAME CLAY STREET CENTER OWHER: YOUNG,WOMEN'S EgRIST IAN ASSOCIATION
- ] FRANCIS
% | .
BUILDING /DDSSS 965 CLAY STREET ?{ﬁggdﬂ% Eé&*m or 18 ZOIING  pyg )
i y RESDEUCES
JACKGROUND residences = / % cLupl -
Original occupant/use social services -

Current occupantf/use social services

Ne, of stories: one to three ~

Exterior Materials brick RN

Window Type steel casement :‘1 . .

Lobby/Public Spaces Chinese motif - 'i.l 1 - ‘
. ip

CRITERIA

A. Architecture
Style of Chinese influence
Type of Construction Brick
. Date of Construction October 8, 1932

Sy

Design Quality Excellent Y =2 PR
Arc!:itect/ﬁuilder Juliﬂ Nﬂl‘gaﬂ/K-E- ﬁﬁ{i‘fﬁ"‘ CEWNTER .b,
Interior yse of traditional PRTier Frenliia e

A

L R
. Chinese courtyard B
B. History .
(a brief narrative assaciating the
building with persons, events and/or
.patterns of significance):
The founding of the Chinese YWCA was the
result of efforts of both missionary work-
ers and Chinese community members who saw [{;
the need for social services among Chinese|:
women. . Among them were Mrs. P.D.Browne,
Ponaldina Cameron, Mrs.Poon Chew:

C. Eovironment ¥ ac

(relation to surroundings in terms of continuity,

setting and/or importance
‘as a visual landmark) e .

The architecture expresses the ethnic camosition of the neighborheod, reflecting
Nob Hill on the Powell Street side and Chinatown on the Clay Street side,

D. Interrity

(eite alterations, if any, snd current physical condition) _
Presently being brought up to date to comply with structural safety requirements with
the use of gunite on the interior surfaces of the brick walls of the gym. Interior.
space of basement being altered. Integrity of other areas is maintained.
RATINGS

LC? IAVENTORY HERITAGE HERE TOQDAY ~ LPAB VOIE BTJ\.'E['E LANDIIARK
2 R Cr'c VOTE NAT'L LANDIARK
N.R. N.R. :
_ HAT'L REGISTER - Eligibl
STATZUENT OF SIGHIFICANCE
(pertaining to special character or s
interest or value)

Julia Morgan was a woman pioneer architect with many firsts. She was the first woman
to be graduated in engineering From the University of California, Berkeley; the first
woman to study at the Ecole des Beaux Arts; and the first woman architect 1icensed in
California. The YHCA and the Women's Residence Club reflected the era when women sougﬂt

equal rights entering the world of men, while the Chinese YWCA reflected the process
in the socialization of the Chinese into American traditions.

Julia Morgan was the most important woman architect in America. The Clay Street Centen
and the Re;idence Club are examples of her high quality work.

pecial historical, architectural or aesthatic

-+ {cont'd on hack)

BIBLIOSRAFAY: 1list original sources - PREPARED BY_Fhilip P. Choy :
1350 Union Street i

on Lick of this pagae. ADDRESS ) .Y

: ) - SATE LA s 300 ‘r1=‘13]e 1 of 2 {l



LANDMARKS PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

100 LARKIN STREET = CIVIC CENTER - SAN FRANCISCO - 384102

; FINAL, CASE REPORT, FESTDENCE CLUB AND CLAY STREET CENTER APPROVED MAY 21, 1980 :

BUILDING NANE RESIDENCE CLUB OWHER: YOUNG.WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION BF
?{\NCISEO :
BUILDING /DDNSSS 940 POWELL STREET nrocx Aéﬁufg 224/18 7.0:1THG " Rwg

J e 1 e m ‘=T

3ACKCROUND
Oripinal oeceupant/use Women's Residence ——
Current occupant/use  Housin ) N
No, of stories: Eight ?ﬂ} ///r///r///////,y
Exterior MaterialsSandstone, brick, concret 7 , R\
VUindow Trpe Steel casement & fanlight sas . avay 4
Lobby/Public Spaces Chinese motif - e . canTER ‘/;
| 2 7
CRITERIA . : LA .
7 A
A Architecture 7 Y,
Style eclectic ¥ r; /
Type of Construction reinforced concre A
Date of Construction August 15, 1932 - { 7
Design Quelity Excg"ent
Architect/Builder  dJulia Morgan al 4 :
Interior ] CIE‘:fce'l'Ie?ti;: s;:nmz}\tﬂﬁ'mte- ; RE® IPaNch clLup
ration o inese interior ina — g
B. }{gg_stgu-v western structure. . —-//////////////?
{a brief narrative associating the }//
‘building with persons, events and/or 7
patterns of significance): ; :
The Residence Club was built by the - 4
Yl;CAi'In]response to thepneed for housin : Y
of single women in the Progressive Era |{(1930's: s
when wgmen aspired to enter the busines 7474797477
world.
P © ~ & L L =T

" €. Environment
(relation to surroundings in terms of continuity, setting and/or importance
‘as a visual la.nﬂmark) o . e

Maintains the character of neighboring surroundings reSpecting the hotel mass on
Powell Street (see Page 1)

. D, Intesrity
(cite alterations, if any, &nd current physical condition)

Upper floors of 1iving quarters being altered to meet present housing needs. Integrity

of public spaces to be retained.

RATINGS
EC? INVENTORY HERITAGE HERE TODAY LPAB VOTE STATE LAMDIIARK
Crc VOTE i NAT'], LANDIZARIZ !
2 N.R. N.R. ATIL REGISTIR - Eligible

STATLIENT OF SICRIFICAHNCE T
(pertaining to special character or special historical » architectural or aesiihatic

interest or value)
see Page 1
T Philip P. Choy
BIBLIOGAAFAY: list original sourtes . PREPARED BY
on back of this page. o ADDRESS 1350 Union Street

. Y S5 T awe S/ US/9T ~ .. Paga Zaf2 4



BIBLIOGRAPHY -

Books:

1. Martin, Mildred Crowl, Chinatown's Angry Angel, Palo Alto, California,
Pacific Books Publisher, 1977 :

2. Torre, Susana, editor, Women in American Architecture: A History and Con-
temporary Perspective. Watson-Guptill Publications, New York, 1977

Periodicals and Manuscripts:

1. A History of the San Francisco Young Women's Christian Association 1878-1953,
< unpublished manuscript at 620 Sutter Street, San Francisco, California, 1953

2. Minutes of the Board of Management 1926-1935. 620 Sutter Street, San Francis-
‘co, California ’ ! : 5

3. Steilberg, Walter T. "Some Examples of the Work of Julia Morgan", The Archi-

tect and Engineer of California. Volume LV. No. 2, November 1918
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Chinese Scociety

By !erry Reant

The Chinese Historical So-
ciety of Americs opened its
doors ceremenially yester-
day at 17 Adler place on the
northern fringes of China-
town.

At least 300 persons, in-
cluding the spectrum of State
and lecal officiaidom. attend-
ed the ceremeny despite a
drizzly rain and became the

first visitors to the seciety’s
-smail new musewn.

. Mrs. Glenn Anderion. the
beautiful blonde wife of Cali-
“Fornia’s lieutenant governor,
was one of the principal rib-
bon-cutters, and easily the
most charming.

* “Wives of politivians don't
have to make speeches,” she
said, midway in a2 program
abounding in speeches,
“They just have to smile”
which she did to apprecialive
applause.

MOTHER

Yin-Shou Che, the consul-
zeneral for the Republic of
China, also wielded scissors,
as did Supervisor Kevin
O'Shea and Nrs. Chinn Lee
Shee Wing, the 95-year-old
mother of society president
Thomas W. Chinn.

The society and its head-
quarters are -"in recognition;

of the contributions made to!
America” by the Chinese! blyman John Burlon, Super-

Opens Museum |
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Cutting the ribbon at the ceremony were H. K. ;:
‘Wong, Mrs. Chinn Lee Shee Wing and Mrs. Glenn |1
Anderson.
pi
J. Eugene McAteer, Assem-, Among the exhibits; E
® The altar of a Chinese|n
who came (o San Franciseo! visor Peter Tamaras and, temple built in Napa a centu- |8
in the mid-1800s to escape the Louis L. Stein Jr.. vice noble ' ry ago by quicksilver miners. .

AManchu tyranny. said Albert!grand humbug of the Yerba ¢ 4 petition 10 President|o

C. Lim. the master of cere-
monies for the vceasion.

The society was founded

four years age by five men
— Chipn, writer C. H.
hwock, Dr. Thomas Wu, art
dealer Chingwah Lee and
businessman H. K. Wong.

JOHNSON

it is the only Chinese-
Anmierican organization in the
Nation which can claim as a
member President Johnson,
who sent a congratulatory
telegram.

Among the ofherspeech-
makers were State Senator

; Buena chapter of E Clamipus - Theodore Roosevelt asking a1
j Vitus. :for more lenieni immigration | C
t The sg ciety’s headquar-'j5yc +
ers. and jts $20,000 remodel-; y ke
ing by the noted archifectyr-| ® A Chinese lumber "amp!{:f
al firm of Campbell and|totk's broken spatula re- |y
Wong. was a gift from China- -paired by 2 reckless prospec- 13
town lvocoon Milton Choong.. tor with 2 gold nugget.
whowaspresented witha! s
golden Ley in appreciation. l h: °Er“ ':"f old photo-| g
In the four years sinc i.gr_ap sy fmrb' Ch{nm life 3
founding the society, ié‘.m California, clothing worn {5}
members have searched the|by the Chinese “4ders, mining
, Chinese community for relics | tools, hand-mace wheelbar-|hi
iof the Chinese’s earliest rows, pioneer merchants’' |M
.Years in California. and al-.cash boxes and tape record-|S:
'though the collection is stilliings ol the recollections of  he

o Shemd oM IR
Koy SR B

small. it is growing. i Chinatown old-timers. !

ol s e oy




Millie’s Column

Boost for Chinese History

By Wilfie Robbins

ATSER a resounding vol-
bev of firecrackers followed
the wsual sratary. the
new headquarters of the
Chinese Histarical Socisty
of Anmwrica was officially
opened last swhr after-
wwon .., snd guests
sreame mtnhm::lmk

The semal}l but smact
red-hrjck-fromed  building
at 17 Adler Place. an al-
ley thut euts nlo the 1100
block of Grant avewue, Is
ovinigd by Milton Shoong,
who pave It to e ovgan;
mation renmt-free for 15
years,

Most vecextly thiz bod
betg wa wrl galery. Pre-
i k2t & hod
(oused w luundry in the
b i, nww led
inta an ativactive room
that'lf prababls be used for
meetings

(The narrow coertyand
npen{:hs ﬂl.nltih prefiily
deanral WLE F
and am&m:
thaf, once paved the strent
at the itlersection of Wagh-
ington ang Grant avenue.)

tion s first vieo president
and voe of its founders,
tiis probably wus fhe site
of 2 monwah furnace.

Time ot now for a spot
of explenation:

Cexfaln soeictics beliewed
thul all Chinese writing
was sacred and shonld pev.
er be stepped an, thrown
out or dispored of in any
way except by burniug.

50 ail svraps of paper vy
wirieh writing appeared in
hougebolds or business of-
fices were separuted from
oiher disvards, coffecied.
and takem 1o & specitic
piace in Chinalevsn.

Tueve. after 2 brief tra
dﬂima! tereniony, they

. tbe  aghes
gﬁm’eﬁ end Jdumpea infe
e swd.

The praclice. honsver,
was discarded here some
50 o1 mgre vears ago.

The membership v the
tlvee-ruar-uld soriety. dl
vided inte active apd wus.
suciale salas, curcenly
stands al arvaml 100--
spproximately 60 Chinese.

‘The first life member war
Jaumes Wong Hown. the
eminent melion  piciure
cameraman, whbo was here
Drom IgHlywood far a few
days recently_ by the way,
and recorded his life story
on tape for pesterife,

Moreover, he donated bls
Hrst cumero—ay vnwieldy,
wonden 1502 job with which
he took the still pholox of
wovie stars {hst helped
start Wi on lie rosd
fame.

Mrs. Ttose T. Y. Chen. o
busingsswoman. wus {he
sevondl lite menher

‘The Mrectors phun v es-
fahlish & library of doco-
wmenpts, They plresdy have
An Ingortant nuclens in (he
files of valpwbie muierial
coliected by William Hoy.
who willed il v Mr. Waona
wheo be dicd seven yrars

ago.
Thee building slsy will be
# mugeum of &t and g

&
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MILTON SHOONG, H. K. WONG AT DEDICATION
Fireworks ard oratery st Chinese Historical Socicty

lacts. grnl & =evive ol rotol-
ing exiibile are (o be ar
ronged

1t's hoped thot evemually
it will be open  tha public
duily.  For the precent.
huwever. visitors will be
welgwined only between 7
ang 9 ovlock Tuesday and
Friday nights.

fucidenlally, &ariy Sun
day morning. while the
ALlT mas ﬁlslmu; e zo1
eurtlrﬂng in repdniess Jor

RETTETT

e

the dedication, the sister of
one: of the Tirst Chinese
aviglors bmngllt in his col-
fetion of menossbilia,

Then. just a hall bor
iwdore ‘eurtain vime’ an
elderly gemtleman arived
wilh hlz Family's priceless
anclent pltar,

Tie sociely would like 0
expand, amk imlerest in cs-
1oblishing similar chapfers
in Mawaii. Tesas and Col-
whe lisy been evinead by

Ghingse with pioneer an-
1estors &no oflery.

After the dredication
felde rol, a aember- of
guests, including civic offi-
¢ials and representativey
of vavious Jocal uistorical
sovieties, wore
# 2 sumptoons “'ea Junck-
e wl the Imperizl Pal-
wew restaurant.

(Fortune coolde coms
menf on inikizl affuir—
“Ewlmrnn Snﬂ:taib ")

_ijlf‘ i ASsa FyRET]




Or a Chinese |
Historical Society?

by Thomas W, Chinn

1t started with an interview for a Chinese
New Year's edition of the old News-Call
Bulletin in 1962,

Don Canter wanted to interview my
mother, Mrs. Chinn Wing, 91-year-old
matriarch of our family, So there we were,
the three of us, in the room. Don said,
*Now you translate what questions I ask
her, and when she answers, give me the
reply.” 1 started oul innocently enough,
but soon his questions seemed so apparent
10 me, the son, that | commenced answer-
ing him without putting the questions 10
my mother. “Enough!™, roared Don, “1
want her answers—not yours!”

That's when 1 found out the earliest
member of our family to come to America
was not my father who, as & lad of 16,
arrived here from China in 1877. Don's
questioning revealed two things 1 had not
known: my mother’s first name is “AR
Guk,” or Chrysanthernum, and my ma-
ternal grandfather came to America in
1849 —one of the first 700-800 to arrive
after the discovery of gold in California.
“But why didn't you tell me these things
before?" T asked my mother, She replied,
“You never asked me.”

This became the final prod I needed to
stir into action. 1 reflected that it really
ctarted in 1924, while 1 was in a small,
obscure village in interior Canton, China.
Father had just sent me there to acquire
a Chinese education. 1 listened to the many
stories about the village elders, and about
those who came to America in the days
when China was still a strong monarchy.
There were 1ales aplenty for a youngsier.

In 1935-36 Chingwah Lee and 1 started
a weekly English language newsmagazine:
to devote much space to Chinatownia; a
record of the Chinese, past and present.
However, the climate was still too close
to the Depression, and the magazine stop-
ped publication in 1937.

Time stood still for 25 years. Now i
was 1962! So 1 contacted four friends of
mine: H. K. Wong, Chingwah Lee, C. H.
Kwock and Dr. Thomas Wu. ‘We met
many times that summer of 1962, and
discussed and wrote a Constilution 2nd
by-laws which officially launched the
Chinese Historical Society of America on
January 15, 1963.

One of the first activities which we
started was annual field trips to places
where Chinese activity had been part of
a local community. The first year was to
Armona, near Hanford, te visit that ghost
Chinatown, with ils one 60-odd-yeor-old
Chinese man keeping his lonely vigil.

After several other field trips, it quick-
Iy became apparent that many inaccuracies
in "Chinatownia” existed. In one town. a
Chinese temple had engraved on its en-
(rance way: *This temple was built partly
with funds donated by the Emperor of
China, and when the temple was com-
pleted, the Emperor senl & representative
1o its opening.” Chinese historians easily
point out the Emperor of China had, in
fact, proclaimed that all persons leaving
China be declared outlaws, With punish-
ment a threat to deter others from leaving.
1t turned out that the money was sent to
the temple builders by = suddenly prosper-
ous Chinese from the San Francisco Bay
Area. A guilty conscience made him pre-
sent the gift in the Emperor's name; when
the temple was completed, he designated
himself as the Emperor’s emissary.

This and other inaccuracies in histori-
cal records have made Society members
deeply conscious of the special role they
can play to help others in presenting @
really complete history of the Chinese in
America.

The steady stream of inquiries re-
ceived also makes it clear that scant backs
ground material can be found on this sub-
ject. Consider the case of more than 100,-
000 Chinese in the late 1860's and 1870,
For nearly a half century most of these
people never knew a western doctor. How
did they manage to survive? They used
herbs, and there were herb doctors. A
hundred stories, each on a different phase
of Chinese life in America, could e writ-
ten and still others would want atiention.

Hitherto. one of the greatest draw-
backs te writing a history of the Chinese
has been the reluctance of the Chinese 1o
talk about themselves. The bugaboo of
deportation for “illegal entry” was 100
great a risk. Follewing World War n,
rapid strides were made in the ficld of
racial undersionding, and the Chinese
gradually emerged from their sl f-imposed
shell of silence.

The California Historical Society, The
Society of California Pioneers, and the
Conference of California Histerical So-
cieties have given material as well as moral
support to our group. Our membership
represents a SLrong cross-section of cos-
mopolitan individuals, from bank presi-
dent 10 homemaker.

Shortly after the Society started, it be-
came apparent that a headquarters was an
ahsolute necessity. Much of the material
and artifacts were being stored in mem-
bers” and friends’ homes and basements,

Although a museum Wwas one of our ob-
jectives from the beginning, we thought
that it would be a long time forthcoming.

Luckily. the Society's plight reached
the ears of the Shoong Foundation. The
foundation promised the use of a small
building and funds o entirely remodel it
into & headgquarters and museum. Camp-
bell and Wong voluntarily undertook the
designing and supervision of the remodel-
ing ut 17 Adler Place.

On October 2, 1966, dedicatory cere-
monies were held and telegrams came from
throughout the State. Congratulatory
cables were also received from the Vice
President of the Republic of China snd
several cabinet members. To crown the
event, the City of San Franeisco presented
a resolution commending the Society and
felicitations came from President Lyndon
Baines Johnson who became an honorary
member in 1964, [

The author, his mother and Milton Shoong.

M LEE

Reprinted from SAN FRANCISCO Maogazine, February, 1967
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MONTHLY MEETING
APRIL 11, 1969 —7:30 p.m.

Volunteers to help with the April 19th Semi-
nar for educators are requested to attend for

briefing on assignments and duties, etc.

Following the meeting, member Charles
Chuck Chan of San Mateo, will review some
recent books on the Chinese. Mr. Chan also
writes book reviews for the East-West Weekly.

RAILROAD CENTENNIAL

One hundred years ago on May 10, 1869,
the first transcontinental railroad in America
was built. As the people throughout the nation
observe the centennial of this historic event,
our Society would remind its members and
friends of the part that the Chinese played in
making possible the joining of the Central
Pacific and Union Pacific railroads on that
historic date.

Oscar Lewis, in the foreword to his book,
The Big Four (Alfred A. Knopf, New York,
1938), wrote that “the building of the first
transcontinental railroad profoundly influ-
enced the social, economic, and political life
of the Pacific Coast, bringing about its transi-
tion from an isolated and largely self-sustain-
ing region to one with fortunes closely linked
with those of the rest of the nation.” . . .
“Typical products of that period were the
Central Pacific’s Big Four: Huntington, Stan-
ford, Crocker, and Hopkins—men who from
places behind the counters of pioneer stores
had, in far less than two decades, shouldered
their way upward to places of national im-
portance.”

Locally, these men were to bring about
social, economic and political changes which
wrought in the area, the very essence of our
west as we now know it. It would be pure
conjecture to hazard a guess as to the region’s
social and political development had the
Union Pacific managed to push its way entire-
ly to the end of the line in Sacramento. Cer-

ﬂ

tainly it would be hard to conceive that the
Union Pacific’s eastern capital would have
the same personal interest as those of the
“Big Four” in developing the west.

From the railroad’s completion, the Central
Pacific, Southern Pacific and the “Big Four”
were good friends of the Chinese community.
Huntington, in 1900 said in a major speech
that among the Chinese “will be found some
of the best men who ever lived.” Stanford
provided in his will for permanent Chinese
employment for many, some of whom were
still working at Stanford University in the
1930's.

As we watch the approach of that centen-
nial date, it is hard to realize that while credit
for the Central Pacific’s achievements is gen-
erally given to the Chinese workers whose
labor made it possible, there has never been
a physical token of credit placed or erected to
serve as a reminder of this fact. (Nevada, dur-
ing its centennial in 1964, placed two markers
paying tribute to its Chinese pioneers.)

To partially rectify this situation, one in
which neither local nor national agencies
seem inclined to take the initiative, the Chi-
nese Historical Society of America has de-
cided to shoulder this responsibility.

On the morning of May 9, 1969, an histori-
cal plague will be placed during centennial
ceremonies in Sacramento, California, the
starting point of the Central Pacific over a
century ago. (After the ceremonies, the
plague will be stored until the completion
of a new Historical Locomotive Museum in
that city. The plaque will then be permanently
attached to the building.)

On May 10, 1969, an identical plaque will
be dedicated at Promontory Point, Utah,
where the two railroads were joined. The
wording on the markers will read: *To com-
memorate the centennial of the first trans-
continental railroad in America and to pay
tribute to the Chinese workers of the Central
Pacific Railroad whose indomitable courage
made it possible. May 10, 1869 - May 10, 1969.
Plaque placed by the Chinese Historical So-
ciety of America.” These words will also be
translated into Chinese on the plagues.




THE CHINESE LABORERS
AND THE CENTRAL PACIFIC

By GEORGE KRAUSE

Reprinted by special permission from the
Utrah Historical Quarterly
Winter 1969, Vol. 37, No. 1

The stern task faced by Central Pacific's
Big Four in driving the nation’s first trans-
continental railroad over the High Sierra and
across the Nevada plains and desert to join
with Union Pacific at Promontory Summit,
Utah, would have taken much longer were
it not for the Chinese laborers who played
such a significant role in building the rail-
road.

Charles W. Crocker — known as the organ-
izer, construction genius and leader of men
among the Central Pacific’s “Big Four” — was
the man responsible for recruiting the Chi-
nese, first in California, and later in Canton
province and bringing them to California.

Due to a shortage of money, Leland Stan-
ford told the Pacific Railroad Commission in
1887, that Central Pacific was able to field
only 300 workers during the extremely mild
Sierra winter of 1864 compared with the
13,500 they would have on the payroll two
years later.

But on January 2, the California Supreme
court reaffirmed the constitutionality of the
state legislature’s act providing for payment
by California of interest on $1.5 million in
bonds for the hard-pressed Central Pacific at
the rate of seven per cent. This made the bond
immediately salable and gave the railroad in-
stant financial relief from long and agonizing
financial strain.

Four days later, the Sacramento “Union”
carried a Central Pacific ad calling for 5,000
laborers for constant and permanent work;
also experienced foremen.”

Construction, long halted at Newcastle,
California, speeded immediately — but appar-
ently the need for labor continued strong, for
the Shasta Courier carried this advertisement
on January 2.

“The Central Pacific Railroad Company
advertises for 5,000 laborers to work upon
the road between Newcastle and Tlinoistown
(Colfax), It is the intention of the company
to employ at once as many men as can be
advantageously worked on the distance be-
tween these points — 23 miles. The iron for
laying this additional amount of track is al-
ready in Sacramento and it is expected that
the cars will run to Illincistown by August

next. The above opportunity affords a chance
for those out of employment.”

Base camp for Supt. J. H. Strobridge’s con-
struction crews was in Auburn. New men
were hired as a result of the fresh money in
the treasury and were put to work completing
the unfinished grading of the 12 miles be-
tween Newcastle and Clipper Gap.

It was afler passing Auburn early that year
that the first Chinese were employed — appar-
ently because Central Pacific was unable to
fill its ranks.

The first indication of this appears in an
April 12, 1865 letter written by Central Pa-
cific’s legal counsel — Judge E. B. Crocker —
to his longtime friend Cornelius Cole, who
was retiring as a California Congressman and
returning to his home.

“Friend Cole,” he said, “. ... .. we have
now about 2,000 men at work with about 300
wagons and carts and I can assure you they
are moving the earth and rock rapidly. We
are now on some of the heaviest work in the
mountains, but so far we have been very
fortunate in meeting very little hard rock.
You will be astonished when you come back
and see the amount of work we have done.

“A large part of our force are Chinese and
they prove nearly equal to white men in the
amount of labor they perform, and are far
more reliable. No danger of strikes among
them. We are training them to all kinds of
labor, blasting, driving horses, handling rock,
as well as the pick and shovel. We want a
body of 2,500 trained laborers and keep them
steadily at work until the road is built clear
across the continent, or until we meet them
coming from the other side . . . .”1 Charles
Crocker, who conceived the plan of employ-
ing the Chinese, was opposed by Strobridge,
who gave in only after a series of trials dem-
onstrated the worth of the Celestial worker.

Crocker insisted that the race that built the
Great Wall of China could certainly be useful
in building a railroad, countering Strobridge’s
claim that they were “not masons.”

Strobridge finally agreed to try. 50 Chinese.
They did so well, he agreed to 50 more —
and before the road was finished, there were
about 12,000 on the payroll. As the Chinese
increased their numbers and their skill, the
ascent of the railroad toward the Summit also
increased in speed, despite ever-greater diffi-
culties.?

Shovel and pick and black powder were
the only aids to grading — and horsepower
mean! horses pulling small carts. Speedy con-
struction under such conditions required em-
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ployment of many men — and nothing was
scarcer in California than labor in 1865. Such
Caucasians as were not employed on ven-
tures of their own found it more profitable
to work in the mines or follow agricultural
pursuits than to face the hardships of hand-
carving a railroad right-of-way up the steep
slopes and through the granite spires of the
Sierra. At the same time, there were many
thousands of Chinese in California. Drawn
here by gold fever, they were eager for em-
ployment.3

S. 8. Montague, in his annual report of
1865, said “It became apparent early in the
season that the amount of labor likely to be
required during the summer could only be
supplied by employment of the Chinese ele-
ment in our population. Some distrust was at
first felt regarding capacity of this class for
the services required, but the experiment has
proved eminently successful. They are faith-
ful and industrious and, under proper super-
vision, soon become skillful in the perform-
ance of their duty. Many of them are becom-
ing very expert in drilling, blasting and other
departments of rock work.”

The Chinese on the Central Pacific were
divided into little groups. Each had a cook,
who not only prepared their meals but was
required to have a large boiler of hot water
ready each night so that when the Chinese
came off the road they could fill their little
tubs made from powder kegs and take a hot
sponge bath. This bath and change of clothes
was a regular thing every night before they
took their evening meal. Strobridge pro-
nounced them “the best in the world. They
learn quickly, do not fight, have no strikes
that amount to anything, and are very cleanly
in their habits. They will gamble, and do
quarrel among themselves most noisily — but
harmlessly,” he noted.

Stanford, in a report to Andrew Johnson,
had this to say about the Chinese on Qctober
10, 1865:

“As a class they are quiet, peaceable, pa-
tient, industrious and economical. Ready and
apt to learn all the different kinds of work
required in railroad building, they soon be-
come as efficient as white laborers. More
prudent and economical, they are contented
with less wages. We find them organized into
societies for mutual aid and assistance. These
societies can count their numbers by thou-
sands, are conducted by shrewd, intelligent
business men who promptly advise their sub-
ordinates where employment can be found on
most favorable terms. No system similar to
slavery, serfdom or peonage prevails among
these laborers, Their wages, which are always

paid in coin each month, are divided among
them by their agents who attend to their busi-
ness according to the labor done by each per-
son. These agents are generally American or
Chinese merchants who furnish them their
supplies of food, the value of which they de-
duct from their monthly pay.

“We have assurance from leading Chinese
merchanis that, under the just and liberal
policy pursued by the company, it will be able
to procure during the next year not less than
15,000 laborers. With this large force the
company will be able to push on the work so
as not only to complete it far within the time
required by the Acts of Congress but so as
to meet the public impatience.”

The difference in the eating and drinking
habits of the Chinese and white workers
building the Central Pacific was as great as
their other living habits.

The Chinese menu included dried oysters,
abalone and cuttlefish, dried bamboo sprouts
and mushrooms, five kinds of vegetables,
pork, poultry, vermicelli, rice, salted cabbage,
dried seaweed, sweet rice crackers, sugar, four
kinds of dried fruit, Chinese bacon, peanut
oil, and tea, Seemingly, this was the fore-
runner of the modern American well-
balanced diet.

The fare of the Caucasian laborer consisted
of beef, beans, bread, butter and potatoes.

On the grade, the Caucasians relieved their
thirst with water — not always the best and
at times, despite all precautions, a source of
illness.

The Chinese drank luke-warm tea. It stood
beside the grade in 30 and 40-gallon whiskey
barrels, always on tap. Several times daily,
a Chinese mess attendant brought fresh tea,
pouring it into the big barrel. These beverage
reinforcements were carried to the work site
in powder kegs suspended from each end of
a bamboo pole which was balanced on a
Celestial shoulder.4

On October 10, 1865, Governor Stanford
again wrote Presideni Andrew Johnson and
Secretary of Interior James Haran:

*A call was issued for 5,000 laborers and
from that day to the present, every able-
bodied laborer that could be procured has
been employed and kept constantly at work
in the construction of the road.

“Labor is, however, scarce and dear in this
state. For several months the number pro-
cured was comparatively small, but recently
they have increased more rapidly, until now,
5,000 men are employed, with over 6,000
teams and the prospect is that the number of
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laborers will be increased to 6,000 during this
season.

“A large majority of the white laboring
class on the Pacific Coast find more profitable
and congenial employment in mining and
agricultural pursuits, than in railroad work.
The greater portion of the laborers employed
by us are Chinese who constitute a large ele-
ment in the population of California. Without
them it would be impossible to complete the
western portion of this great national enter-
prise within the time required by the Acts
of Congress."

Governor Stanford held the Chinese
workers in such high esteem that he provided
in his will for the permanent employment of
a large number. Some of these were still liv-
ing and working lands now owned by Stan-
ford University in the '30s.

Building the Central Pacific road over and
through the granite walls of the Sierra Ne-
vada was literally hand carving. Pick and
shovel, black powder and one-horse dump
carts were the only aids to grading., Chinese
were lowered in baskets over cliffs 2,000 feet
above the base of the American River Canyon
to literally chisel a roadway through the
granite reaches and occasional shale deposits
for the iron rails. It is thus easy to under-
stand why Central Pacific’s Chinese became
known as “Crocker’s Pets.”’s

Central Pacific and its Chinese laborers met
the biggest problem in the fight to cross the
Sierra head-on after the line was opened to
Cisco. This was the Summit Tunnels — ten
of them, numbered 3 to 13 within a 20-mile
stretch between Cisco, located at Mile Post
92 (from Sacramento) and Lake Ridge at
Mile Post 112 just west of Cold Stream Val-
ley on the eastern slope of the Summit.

These tunnels were bored while the moun-
tain slopes were covered under as much as
30 feet of snow at times.

Civil Engineer John R. Gills, who worked
on these tunnels, told the American Society
of Civil Engineers, which recently declared
the Central Pacific (not the Union Pacific)
a National Civil Engineering Landmark:

“During the fall of 1866, the track reached
Cisco, and as fast as the gangs of (Chinese)
were released, they were hurried to the Sum-
mit to be distributed among the tunnels in
its vicinity. The year before (in August,
1865) some gangs had been sent to Summit
Tunnel No. 6, and commenced the cuts at
its extremities; winter set in before the head-
ings were started, and the work had to be
abandoned. To avoid a repetition of such de-

lay, the approaches to all the tunnels were
covered with men (who) worked day and
night in three shifts of eight hours each.
Thus, time was saved, and the tunnel organi-
zation started at once. As an illustration of
the hurry, I may mention walking two miles
over the hills after dark and staking out the
east end of Tunnel 12 by the light of a bon-
fire. At nine o'clock the men were at
work....”

Gills went on to describe the weather prob-
lem at the Summit and said that “At Tunnel
10, some 15 or 20 Chinese were killed by a
slide” that winter. The year before, in the
winter of 1864-65, two wagon road repairers
had been buried and killed by a slide at the
same location.

J. O. Wilder, a Central Pacific — Southern
Pacific employe for many years, in an inter-
view with the late Erle Heath, onetime
Southern Pacific historian, said:

“The Chinese were as steady, hard-working
a set of men as could be found. With the
exception of a few (Caucasians) at the west
end of Tunnel No. 6, the laboring force was
entirely composed of (Chinese) with white
foremen. A single foreman with a gang of 30
to 40 men generally constituted the force at
work at each end of a tunnel; of these, 12 to
15 worked on the heading, and the rest on
the bottom removing material. When a gang
was small or the men needed elsewhere, the
bottoms were worked with fewer men or
stopped so as to keep the headings going.

“The Chinese were paid $30 to $35 in gold
a month, finding (maintaining) themselves,
while the (Caucasians) were paid about the
same with their board thrown in..."” Nine-
tenths of the force on the road, he said, was
Chinese. Using black powder, the Chinese
averaged an advance of 1.18 feet daily.

The first train arrived at Summit from Sac-
ramento November 30, 1867. The Summit
tunnels had been completed in August of that
year when the thousands of workers, mostly
Chinese, were turned loose to build the line
which had previously been graded to the Ne-
vada State line. Now the job of hauling loco-
motives, cars and iron over the Summit, for
the 40 miles of roadbed awaiting the rails,
began.

A. P. Partridge, who also aided in construc-
tion, told Heath this story:

The snows came early that year, he said,
“and drove the crews out of the mountains.
There were about 4,000 men....3,000 of
them Chinese. Most . . . came to Truckee and
filled up all the old buildings and sheds. An
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old barn collapsed and killed four Chinese.
A good many were frozen to death.”

A construction report by Strobridge indi-
cated that crews, that winter, were at work
many miles ahead of the line. “Tt was neces-
sary,” he said, “to have the heavy work in
Palisade Canyon done in advance of the main
force, and 3,000 men with 400 horses and
carts were sent to that point, a distance of
300 miles in advance of the track. Hay, grain
and all supplies for the men and horses had
to be hauled by teams over the deserts for
that great distance. Water for men and ani-
mals was hauled at times 40 miles.”

On August 1, 1867, C. P Huntington issued
a report from his New York office as the race
to meet Union Pacific gathered storm:

“The company hopes to increase its force
of 10,000 men to 15,000 during the present
season when progress over the plains will be
very rapid.”

Charles Crocker announced as a New
Year's resolution “a mile a day for every
working day in 1868.” Apparently, the other
associates were of the same mind as on Janu-
ary 26, 1868, Collis P Huntington wrote to
Crocker, “I consider it of the most vital im-
portance that we build to the Wasatch Moun-
tains. . . . I would build the road in the cheap-
est possible manner then go back and improve
it at once, because the Union Pacific have
built the cheapest kind of road.”

On June 20, 1868, the Alta California of
San Francisco carried a story on the first trip
between Sacramento and Reno. The reporter
who told the story mentioned this item in
passing: Below Chisco, “Chinamen are
swarming all along the road. They have near-
ly finished their work in this vicinity and are
packing their traps preparatory to passing on
over the Summit into the great interior
basin . ...

On passing the Summit, he went on, “As
the first through passenger train sweeps down
the eastern slopes of the Sierras, John (mean-
ing the Chinese laborers) comprehending
fully the importance of the event, loses his
natural appearance of stolidity and indiffer-
ence and welcomes with the swinging of his
broad-brimmed hat and loud, uncouth shouts
the iron horse and those that he brings with
him. -

“John with his patient toil, directed by
American energy and backed by American
capital, has broken down the great barrier
at last and opened over it the greatest high-

way yet created for the march of commerce
and civilization around the globe . . .”

“Central Pacific found it desirable to in-
crease grading forces considerably, so they
brought several hundred (Chinese) direct
from China and organized them into con-
struction gangs. The Piute Indians got among
these Chinese and told them some big stories
about enormous snakes out on that desert
large enough that they could swallow (a
man) easily . . . four or five hundred took
their belongings and struck out to return di-
recily to Sacramento. Crocker & Co. had
spent quite a little money to secure them
and they sent men on horseback after them
. . » Most of them came back again, kind of
quieted down, and after nothing happened
and they never saw any of the snakes, they
forgot about them.”

Despite such diversions, progress was
swift. San Francisco's Alta California pic-
tured the pace of Central Pacific Construc-
tion: “Camp equipage, work shops, boarding
house, offices and in fact the big settlement
literally took up its bed and walked. The
place that knew it in the morning knew it no
more at night. It was nearly 10 miles off and
where was a busy town of 5,000 inhabitants
in the morning, was a deserted village site
at night, while a smooth, well-built, compact
road bed for traveling stretched from the
morning site to evening tarrying place.”

Caxton, pen name for San Francisco
Chronicle Correspondent W. H. Rhodes,
along on an inspection trip by railroad com-
missioners early in September, 1868, wrote:
*. ... we were informed by Mr. Crocker
... he had just placed upon the work all the
Indian tribes living in the great basin of the
Humboldt, consisting chiefly of the Pah-
Utahs, Cowchillas and Washoes. 1 asked him
how many men he had at work? He replied
that it was impossible to tell as no list of
names was kept and the men worked by the
squad and not as individuals. In explanation,
he added that Indians and Chinese were so
much alike personally that no human being
could tell them apart and, therefore, for fear
of paying double wages, he devised the
scheme of employing, working and paying
them by the wholesale. Thus, every morning
a count is made of those who go to work, a
second of those who eat and a third of those
who quit at night. In this way, lengthy book-
keeping is avoided, time is saved and cheating
prevented. At the present time, there are
about 10,000 Chinese, 1,000 (Caucasians)
and ‘any number' of Indians employed on
theroad ... "

At the end of the track, 307 miles from
Sacramento between Mill City and Winne-
mucca, the train trip ended, Caxton reported.
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“Here we found a very large number of
men at work — principally Chinese — laying
the track . . . A horse was furnished me by
Gen. Crocker and I rode on a gallop to the
front. The grading is completed several hun-
dred miles in advance of the track laying, so
there is no delay in placing the rails.

“Jt would be impossible to describe how
rapidly, orderly and perfectly this is done
without seeing the operation itself. There are
just as many employed as can conveniently
work, and no more. Vehicles laden with ties
are always in advance, and Chinese with
gauge and leveling rod place them across the
grade, almost as quick as thought, The car
with the rails is brought up at a gallop and
six white men — three at each rail — roll the
iron off the car and drop it upon the track
with the velocity of steam. The empty car
is lifted off the track, and then one fully
loaded is drawn to the front, and the same
operation repeated ad infinitum.

“l found it was mo joke (when) Gen.
Crocker (said) it would be no easy task to
overtake the end of the road. Taking out my
watch, I timed the last half mile I saw laid,
and it took a little less than 28 minutes . . ."

On November 9, 1868, the San Francisco
Alta California, further pictured the Chinese
forces in action at the rail end:

“Long lines of horses, mules and wagons
are standing in the open desert near the camp
train. The stock is getting its breakfast of hay
and barley. Trains are shunting in from the
west with supplies and materials for the day's
work. Foremen are galloping here and there
on horseback giving or receiving orders.
Swarms of laborers, Chinese, Europeans and
Americans, are hurrying to their work . . .
By the side of the grade smokes the camp
fires of the blue clad laborers who could
be seen in groups waiting for the signal to
start work. These are the Chinese, and the
job of this particular contingent is to clear
a level roadbed for the track. They are the
vanguard of the construction forces. Miles
back is the camp of the rear guard — the
Chinese who follow the track gang, ballasting
and finishing the roadbed.

“Systematic workers these Chinese — com-
petent and wonderfully effective because tire-
less and unremitting in their industry . . .

“The Chinese board themselves, One of
their number is selected in each gang to re-
ceive all wages and buy all provisions. They
usually pay an American clerk — $1 a month
apiece is usual — to see that each gets all he
earned and is charged no more than his share
of the living expenses. They are paid from $30
to $35 a month, out of which they board

themselves. They are credited with having
saved about $20 a month. Their workday is
from sunrise to sunset, six days in the week.
They spend Sunday washing and mending,
gambling and smoking, and frequently, old
timers will testify, in shrill-toned quarreling.

“At sunrise a signal to turn to is given
from the camp train. What at first seemed
confusion to the visitor soon is the aim of
this third gang to keep pace with the rail
gang. At times lack of wagons make it im-
possible to keep up the supply of poles and
the telegraph gangs, who pride themselves on
never letting the track get ahead of them
utilize sage brush, barrels, ties — surrepti-
tiously taken from the track — or anything
else that would keep the wire off the ground
until the supply of poles again equal the
demand.

“Then comes a wagon bearing a reel of
wire which unrolls as the wagon goes ahead.
As the wire uncoils it is carried up on the
poles and made fast to the insulators.

“Back of the track builders follows a gang
with the seven or more ties necessary to
complete the foundation for each rail. These
are put into position and spiked by another
gang, which also level up the track and leave
it ready for the ballasters.

“Meanwhile on board the camp train cooks
are preparing dinmer, clerks are busy with
accounts and records, and the telegraph wire
is tapping back the needs for tomorrow in
the way of material and supplies.

“Twice a day the camp train moves to
the end of the track — at noon to give all
hands the hot dinner that six-hours of labor
has earned and at night to give supper and
sleeping accomodations.

“Immediately on reaching the end of the
track at night a telegraph wire is cut in from
the last pole to the telegraph car and Sacra-
mento is notified of the number of miles of
track laid.”

The Vallejo Evening Chronicle of January
11, 1869, told how the Chinese gangs were
paid:

“Sisson and Crocker Co. had an interpre-
ter named Sam Thayer and also a Chinese
interpreter. When they came up to these
gangs of Chinamen, the money due them
would be already counted out and they would
dump the money in one of the Chinese’ hats
for that gang with a statement written in
Chinese. There would be no time for expla-
nations. They had to take it whether they
liked it or not. This Sam Thayer claimed he
could speak half a dozen Chinese dialects.
If there were any claims about the pay, they
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would take it up with the Sisson and Crocker
Company later.”

Most intense construction came in the early
months of 1869. One day Union Pacific's
Irish “terriers” laid six miles of track.
Crocker’s “pets,” paced by Central Pacific’s
own Irish track builders, followed with seven.
This was bettered by the rival camp and
brought the boast from Crocker that his men
could lay ten miles of track in a day. It is
said that his wager of $10,000 was “covered”
by Thomas C. Durant, vice-president of the
Union Pacific. Crocker and Strobridge made
careful plans. Ties were laid several miles in
advance and materials were hauled ahead to
strategic points. April 28, 1869, was the day.
While a number of officers of both companies,
including Gen. G. M. Dodge, chief engineer
of the UP, several newspaper correspondents,
and workers from the rival camp looked on,
the Central Pacific forces, working with mili-
tary precision and organization, laid ten miles
and 56 feet of track in a little less than twelve
hours, a feat that has never been equaled.
This day’s performance brought the CP
rail-head past Camp Victory, later Rozel, a
few miles from Promontory and completion
of the Central Pacific.6

Although many claims have been made
about the Central Pacific and Union Pacific
powder crews blowing up each other's forces
as the grades began to parallel in Utah, T have
been unable to substantiate this with any con-
temporary account,

The Salt Lake City Deseret Evening News
of March 25, 1869, reported that “Sharp
Young's blasters are jarring the earth every
few minutes with their glycerine and powder,
lifting whole ledges of limestone rock from
their long resting places, hurling them hun-
dreds of feet in the air and scattering them
around for a half mile in every direction.
Mr. T. E. Ticks showed me a boulder of three
or four hundred pounds weight that was
thrown over a half mile and completely
buried itself in the ground within twenty
yards of his cook room. I ate a hearty break-
fast and left that spot sine dine. At Carlisle’s
works a few days ago, four men were pre-
paring a blast by filling a large crevice in
a ledge with powder. After pouring in the
powder they undertook to work it down with
iron bars, the bars striking the rocks caused
an explosion; one of the men was blown two
or three hundred feet. in the air, breaking
every bone in his body, the other three were
terribly burnt and wounded with flying
stones . . .

“From what 1 can observe and hear from
others, there is considerable opposition be-
tween the two railroad companies, both lines

run near each other, so near that in one place
the UP are taking a four feet cut out of the
CP fill to finish their grade, leaving the CP
to fill the cut thus made in the formation of
their grade.

“The two companies’ blasters work very
near each other and when Sharp & Young's
men first began work, the CP would give
them no warning when they fired their fuse.
Jim Livingston, Sharp’s able foreman, said
nothing but went to work and loaded a point
of rock with nitro-glycerine, and without say-
ing anything to the CP ‘let her rip." The ex-
plosion was terrific. The report was heard on
the Dry Tortugas, and the foreman of the
CP came down to confer with Mr. Livingston
about the necessity of each party notifying
the other when ready for a blast. The matter
was speedily arranged to the satisfaction of
both parties.”

Nothing was mentioned of any injury or
death resulting from actions of either road,
however.

On May 6, the San Francisco Evening Bul-
letin reported a Chinese Tong war:

“A battle has occurred between two rival
companies of Chinamen, several hundred in
number, laborers of the See Yup and Teng
Wo Companies. They have been idle at
(Camp) Victory, eight miles from here, for
a number of days past. The row occurred
about $15 due from one camp to the other.
After the usual braggadocio, both parties
sailed in, at a given signal, armed with every
conceivable weapon. Spades were handled
and crewbars, spikes, picks and infernal ma-
chines were hurled between the rank of the
contestants. Several shots were fired and
everything betokened the outbreak of a riot.
At this juncture, Superintendent Strobridge,
with several of his men, rushed into the melee
and, with the assistance of the leading ‘China-
men,” who were more peaceably disposed, he
succeeded in separating the combatants and
restoring order . . .

“The casualties include the shooting, fa-
tally, it is supposed of a Chinaman. The ball
penetrated his left side, tearing the flesh and
inflicting a very ugly wound. If this man dies,
another encounter will certainly follow and
much bloodshed will doubtless ensue. Dr.
Blackwood has rendered surgical attendance
to the wounded man.” Further fighting was
apparenily avoided since no other mention
appeared in the newspaper,

On May 8, a dispatch to the San Francisco
Bulletin reported that “A large gang of
graders attached to the Union Pacific road,
made their appearance here today, announc-
ing their intention to ‘clean out’ the Chinese
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who had an encounter here yesterday . . .
Though much bluster and menacing lan-
guage was indulged, still no positive demon-
stration has yet been made. . . . At all events,
no collision can occur today and steps will
be taken to prevent such altogether.”

“Crocker’s Pets” — who had made the road
possible, almost disrupted the final events
that were to celebrate their labor.

On the way to Promontory, the Stanford
special narrowly escaped catastrophe. Chi-
nese, cufting timber on the mountains above
the entrance to Tunnel No. 14 near the State
Line east of Truckee, saw the regular train
pass. Unaware of the following special, they
carelessly skidded a log down upon the track
below. The log, 50 feet long by 42 inches in
circumference, landed in a cut with one end
against the bank and the other on a rail. The
engineer, rounding a curve there, braked his
train but it struck the log, crippling the en-
gine. A guest, riding on the cowcatcher, was
seriously injured. The log scraped all along
one side of the car, taking the steps with it.
A wire was sent ahead from the next station
in time to hold the train at Wadsworth until
the Stanford coach could be attached. Thus.
the Chinese were responsible for the use of
the CP Locomotive “Jupiter” at the cere-
monies, rather than the “Antelope” which
had started to make the trip.

The famous Gold Spike ceremony that
united the Central Pacific and Union Pacific
railroads at Promontory took place only a
few days later — on May 10, 1869,

With the completion of the Central Pacific,
many Chinese workers moved to other rail-
road construction jobs, including some for
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the Central Pacific. Others reiurned with
their savings to their families in Canton.
Others still sent to China for wives and
settled in various western communities as
laundrymen and restauranteurs. The majority
who remained, however, returned to the Pa-
cific Coast.

1 "Memoirs,” Cornelius Cole, published 1908.
2 "From Trail to Rail,”” Cha XV, series in the
Soul;hetjil Pacific Bulletin by Erle Heath and Lindsay
bell.
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Historical Societies Play A Key R¢

(In tribute to this week's celebration of the 25th anniversary The Center has co-sponsored publication of several historical
of the Chinese Historical Society of America, East/West is works on the Chinese of Hawaii with University of Hawaii Press.
printing the following article, excerpied from a longer article, HCHC’s best-kmown historical writers are probably the husband-
“Chinese American Studies: A Historical Survey,” in current issue and-wife team of Tin Yuke and Wai Fane Char,
of “History and Perspectives.” :

The society's events scheduled for Jan. 16 include an auc- LOS ANGELES GROUP
tion, 2:30-4 pm, and open house, 10:30-3pm, at 17 Adler Place, In November 1975 Ann Lay, Stan Lau, Emma Louie, Paul Louie,
between Columbus and Grant Ave., and a banquet at the Empress of Gerry Shue, and 22 others from the greater Los Angeles area
China Restaurant at 6 pm. - Ed.) organized the Chinese Historical Society of Southem California (CHSSC).

By HM. LAI i
mmmwmummmm

began to participate in society in

mdnmﬁrmpmmxemﬂpmmammwm- : &
ralistic society.

Ethnic awareness was especially heightened after the black-

led civil rights struggle that began in the late 50's. American- M&
bom Chinese expressed increased interest in the Chinese American ggﬁ
heritage, and the time was ripe for the appearance of an organ ﬁ

ized histarical group.

In 1962, Thomas Chinn, H.K. Wong, Ching Wah Les, C.H. Kwock, 2 —
and Thomas Wu met and planned a Chinese historical society. R S
On January 5, 1963, the Chinese Historical Society of America ;
(CHSA) held its first organizational meeting and became the first
major scholarly group formed to document and disseminate informa- i
tion on the history of the Chinese of America. T :
In 1966 the Shoong Foundation provided a small building for -
the society to establish a headquarters and a museum, The museum,

open (0 the public, is still the only facility in the US with a
permanent exhibit devoted solely o the history of the Chinese of
America.
ETHNIC HISTORY

By the late 60's and eagly 70, the civil rights movement
had led to the gradual acceptance by the larger society of ethnic
history and culture as valid components of a pluralistic, multi-
cultural America.

During this period CHSA expanded its activities. At the cen-
tennial of the completion of the transcontinental railroad in
1969, CHSA erected plaques at Sacramento, California, and at Pro=- -
mnml’mm.umh wwmmmomeﬂlecunm“bmmofaﬂmse Pt

That same year CHSA organized a seminar on Chinese American TR e
history for educators and published “A Syllabus, A History of the i
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Chinese in California.”

In 1975, in observation of the United States bicentennial,
the society organized the first national conference on Chinese ’

American swdis in the country. inese H{stm-lcn ociet

In 1980 CHSA cosponsored a second national conference with
the Chinese Culture Foundation of San Francisco. Since 1966 CHSA
has published a monthly bulletin with historical items of inter - [~ mMericoa
est o the

In 1987 the society also published its first annual collec -
tion of historical essays, Chinese America; Hi, and Perspec=
lives, 1987. i s In 1976 CHSSC dedicated a plaque to honor Chinese laborers in

Southern California who built the Southern Pacific Railrad and
OTHER GROIIPS the San Fernando Tunnel.

The i g ethnic among Chinese Americans dur- In 1978 it worked with UCIA’sAsi_am Nnerim_m S_ludiu Center
hgmtmsﬂmnlmdmmmofmhm on an oral history project that resulted in the publication of
groups in other Chinese communities, Linking Our Lives: Chinese Women of Los Angeles (1984).

In 1970 Irma Tam Soong, Larry F.C. Ching, Dr. Bembard C. Currently the society is helping to develop a Chinese Ameri-
Hormann, and others met to discuss the possibility of founding a mmmdmmmummlo&_m_ms@m
Chinese historical society in Honolulu. The Hawaii Chinese His Park. CHSSC periodically publishes historical essays in its Gum
tory Center (HCHC) was incorporated in 1971. Saan Journal,

HCHC focuses on the Chiness in Hawaii. It particularly empha- phs G DOtiD
sizes research on family history and genealogy, and in 1985 it HIST - i "
sponsored a conference, “Researching One's Chiness Roots.” The New York Chinatown History Project (NYCHP) is the only

HCHClsalsoplannmgamfermnemCﬁmeHawmnms B@IWMmmmmWhmpmmemk
tory to be held in Hy 1u in 1988 to the bi began in 1976 when John Tchen coordinated the Asian American

nial of the first amrival of the Chinesg in the islands. Resource Center (AARC) as part of New York City's Basement Work shop.
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> In Chinese American History

1n 1980 Tchen and Charles Lai inherited the AARC collection
and founded NYCHP. NYCHP gathers information on New York City
Chinese community life and history and applies it to a wide rnge
of activities such as radio docu-dramas, historical slide pro -
grams, and video documentaries.

Since 1980 NYCHP has been conducting historical interviews of
New Yok residents, particularly members of the Chinese Hand
Laundry Alliance.

In 1983 it organized a prize=winning exhibit, “Eight Pound
Livelihood: Chinese Laundry Workers in the U.S." Three time per
year NYCHP publishes Baogaoban, which includes historical infor—
mation and news of NYCHP activities.

PACIFIC NORHWEST

Another organization, formed in 1980, is the Chinese Histori =
cal Society of the Pacific Northwest (CHSPNW). The founders
include the late Willard Jue and other individuals from Seattle's
Chinese community and Prof. Douglas Lee and others from academic
circles.

In 1984 CHSPNW co-sponsored a traveling exhibit of Chinese.
herbal medicine with the Wing Luke Museum of Seattle. The society
has published two collections of historical essays The Annals of

the Chinese Historical Society of the Pacific Norikwest in 1983

and 1984, respectively.

Other groups are still being formed. The Chinese Historical
Commiitee of Stockion began in Spring 1983 as a special project
of the Stockton Cathay Club, with Dr. Yi Po Anthony Wu appoinicd
as head of the group. Later the Chinese Cultural Society of
Stockion also joined as co-sponsor. The socicty publishes a quar -
terly newsletier.

Eve Armentrout and professors Donald Gibbs, Gary Hamilion,
and Benjamin Wallacker of the University of California, Davis,
initiated the Chinese/Chinese Americun History Project around
1979. In 1986 the group was reorganized as the Chinese and Chi-~
nese American History Association (CCAHA). CCAHA publishes a
newsletter, “Chung-Hsi Liao-wang T'ai."

The Chinesa Historical Society of Greater San Diego and Baja
California, founded in 1986, was founded as the result of efforts
to preserve historical sites in San Diggo’s old Chinatown. An
active leader is Dorothy Hom, member of a pioneer San Diego Chi -
nese family.

Chinese historical groups are basically volunteer organiza -
tions. publications. . . . Their interest in sensilizing the
larger society to Chinese American contributions in the develop
ment of America has led to efforts to preserve historic sites
such as the Angel Island Immigration Detention Station, China
Camp, the town of Locke, and Hanford's Chinese temple, with vary
ing degrees of success.

Having many links to the Chinese American communily also
facilitates access to informants and historical records. Hence,
historical societies can be effective at the grass-roois level in
recording oral history as well as in collecting and preserving
historical documents and artifucts.

CULTURAL ORANIZATIONS

Some Chinese cultural organizations have also played signifi-
cant roles in disseminating information on Chinese American his
tary. The most prominent of these is the Chinese Culture Founda~
tion (CCF) of San Francisco. Founded only two years after the
founding of CHSA, in 1965, CCF established a Chinese Cullure Cen-
ter (CCC)in 1973. ... .

Major CCC Chinese American historical exhibils, some organ-
ized in cooperation with CHSA, include “Three Generations of Chi-
nese: East and West" (1974); “Island: History of the Chinese
Immigranis Detained on Angel Island, 1910-1940" (1980); “Chinese
of America, 1785-1980" (1980); and ““Chinese Women of America,
1834-1982" (1982). Texis based on each of these exhibits were
also published.

In 1982 CCF also co-sponsored with other community organiza -
tions an exhibit and seminar to commemorate the centennial of the
1882 Chinese Exclusion Act.

The exhibits “Island,” “Chinese of America,” and “Chinese
‘Women of America” have traveled to several American and Canadian
cities, In 1985 "Chiness of America™ was sent to the People's
Republic of China and was the first exhibit on Cliiness American
history and society 1o be shown in that country.

It was seen by the public in Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou, as
well as Jiangmen, Taishan, and Zhongshan in the Pearl River delta
region.

NYC, BOSTON & SEATTLE

New York City's China Institute, Boston's Chinese Culture
Institute, Seartle’s Wing Luke Museum, and Santa Ana’s Chiness
American Historical and Cultaral Council also have from time o
Lime organized activities connected with Chinese American his-
tory.

Another group active in the field of Chinese American history
is The Association of Chinese Teachers of San Francisco, which
developed audiovisual materials on Chinese American history for
use in the schools. Articles in community newspapers such as -
East{West and Asian Week and in periodicals such as Bridge (now
defunct) have also helped to popularize Chinese American history.

The same factors stimulating the proliferation of organized
historical and cultural groups also stimulated the publication of
works on Chinese American history for the general public.

In 1967 Belty Lee Sung published Mountain of Gold: The Story
of the Chinese in America. Other works of this nature are Ruth
anne Lum McCunn's lfustrated History of the Chinese in America
(1979), Jack Chen's Chinese of America: From the Beginnings to
the Present (1980), Diane Mark and Ginger Chih's A Place Called

Chinese America (1982), and Judy Yung's Chinese Women of America:

A Pictorial History (1986).
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2324 Alameda Ave,, Alameda. (510} 521- *
1233 or (510} 522-3056.

ART INC. — Photographs by Edna
Bingham, oils by Rosalie Mahakian and
acrylics by Helens Miscovich are on dis-
play at the Willow Park Restaurant
through Dec. 28. Hours are 510 10 pm.
Thursdays Sundays. 17007 Red-
;\;ﬁﬁdﬂnﬂd‘. Castro Velley, (510) 537-

EAST BAY HERITAGE QUILTERS —
*“Quilt Show” continues through Jan. 4.
Admission Is free and quilts aré for sale.
Hours are 7:30 &m. 1o 6 p.m. weokdeys.
Mezzaning Art Gallery, Oaldand Kalser
Centor, 300 Lakasida Drive, Oakland.
[510) B34-3705 or (510] B53-9534,

GREEN SHUTTER GALLEAY — “Unigue
Viices 2001 continues through Dec. 7.
Mixed media, painting, prints and sculp-
ture by artists including Linda DeLau-
renti, Susan Sarti and William Wolff are
displayed. Hours are 11 a.m. 104 p.m,
Wednasdays through Saturdays, 22654
Main St, Heyward. (510} 638-2787.
JOI-I.IF KENMNEDY UNIVERSITY ARTS

AND CONSCIOUSNESS GALLFRY —
'EluldeamI“duuedeny To
Wspmﬁvm the experience
imimacy. Reception is Sawrday from
dn?mnmwmmnam

" 05 p.m. weskdays. JAKU Aris Annex,
2956 San Pablo Ave., Second Floor,
Berkslay, (510) 643-0499,

LEZABETH OLIVERIA GALLERY — "Re-
cent Work” continues through Nov. 24.
MMWNRMM

and Christopher Oliveris. Hours
m!ﬂmnmm&:ﬂpm Tuesdays
through Saturdays. 842 Clay St, Osk-
land, (510) 625-1360. - .

Nmmm—-wm
today. Works explors lsyers of images
&nd meanings. Hours are 10 am. 10 3

p.m. weakdays, and by eppointment

551 23rd St Richmond. (510] 620-0290
OF WWW. k-

OLIVE HYDE ART GALLERY — "Pearing
In — Poaring Out: Figurative Palntings
by Velere Winslow and Maxing So-
lomon” continues thirough Nov. 25,
Hours are noon to 6 p.m. Wednesdays
through Sundays, unampm'mm-

123 BM:I..Frmi.

(510) 7914357,

PHANTOM FINE ART-GALLERY —

sCulptures by | Barmettier-Ewing
anaonr.hpl.w Hours are 11 am.10 5
pm. Tuesdays through Saturdays.
m?swm Hayward. tsmlm

11 &am. to 5 pom, Wednesdays through
Saturdays. 461 rinﬂl&mutd. 1510)
7638425,

6:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. weekdays. 464
Third St Oakdand. (510} 8325282

ANG Newpapers
ART

Museum gives Chinese-American hlstory its due

By Titania Laung inglis
STAFF WRITER
HINESE records in-
dicate that Chinese
may have
reached America
more than 1,000
years before Columbus encoun-
tered it, and Spanish records
show that Chinese were on this
continent by the 1630s.

So when Melissa M. Szeto,
executive director of the Chi-
nese Historical Society of
America, talks to community
members about the soclety’s
new muséum, she’s not too sur-
prised that their usual reaction
Is, “Finallyl”

San Francisco Is about to be-
come the‘third city in the nation
— after New York and San
Dlego — to boast a museum of
Chinese-American klstury After
4 decade of planning, th
clety's Muscum and
Cenler opens Its omate, Chi-
nese-style doors to the public
this weekend In the newly reno-
vated San Francisco Chinatown

YWCA
The Julta Morgan-designed

landmark will provide a space i
for soclety's educational pro- * -

ams, as well as a
e for the more E:: 50,000
artifacts and works of art in the
historical society’s collection.

At the premleré Tuesday,
historian and society board
member Him Mark Lal made
his way through the crowd, in-
specting the exhibition for mis- .
takes asahde greeted friends.

Now an adjunct professor of
Aslan American studies at San
Franclsco State University, Lai
was working the engineerat -
Bechtel when Chinese Historical
Soclety of America was founded

in 1863.
A socle onsored phol
raphy exhi BE: came ag'ho;:gl-n
1965 sparked his interest in
b h:: a:erInEu history and
{o Join the young organ-
ization, After writing a syllabus
for a seminar on Chinese-Amer-
ican history, Lal was asked by
San Francisco State (o teach the
first class on the history of the
Chinese in America, which he
co-tanght with fellow board
member Phllip P, Choy.

In his years with the soctety,
Lal has watched the founders of
the historical soclety fade out of
the scene ta be replaced by -
what he deseribes as “more
Westernized Chinese” who are
interested in history but often
1;3!: little grasp of their ances-

_ age. :
In that time, he says, Chi-

-

THE CHINESE Historical Society of America's new museum opens this weekend in the San

Francisco Chinatown YWCA, an historical landmark.

A LANTERN near the door sa
“YWCA" In English and
Chinese.”

nese America as a whole has
also changed as new Chinese
immigrants arrived from nearly
every Asian couniry, esiab-
themselves in all 50
siates and all soclal classes.
"We still don't have enough
space to show the diversity and

“richness of Chinese-American

soclety today,” he lamented.
This creates a new challenge
for the historieal soclety, says
Lal, in representing the diver-
sity of Chinese America and

mnhlng):‘:;:uorcmmtlmnﬂ
gﬂm ttbzhlstoryﬂfthetr
bears, - :
In the former gym, the main
exhibition gives an overview of
Chinese-American history, cele-

brating Chinese-American en-
trepreneurs while rerninding

e the

viewers of the anti-Chinese
racism that has endured from
the Chinese Exclusion Act to

§ the recent esplonage trial of
i Wen Ho Lee.

* And of course, there's room
mrammadmw;lled
olning the main gal-

tured exhibition
pays tribute fo celebrated wa-

“tercolorist Dong Kingman, who

died last year.
The artist's son, Dong

| Xingman Jr., says his Oakland-

born:father retained a lifelong
love of the Bay Area, even
though he spent the last 50

| years of his life in New Yark

City, That affection shines.

Y8 through the simple watercolors

Cenf
James beong-rccalia
Hingman In the 1940s, when
was studying at the Call-
fornia College of Arts and Crafis
in Oakland, and fire-
uented a nearby-restaurant,
o his watercolors [or spa-
ghetti. took the young
artist under his wing, and when
he recelved a commlsston for a
mural fora houslug project in
San Franc(sco's Chinatown,
_Kingman passed it on to Leong.
That mural, a colorful plece
depicting various periods of
Chinese American history, was
redlscovered by the artist's wife
(n the late 1970s, and was later

IF YOU GO

Chinese Historlcal
Soclety of America
Museum and I.urnlng
Center

M When: Grand opanmag 1"
a.m.~4 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday; regular hours; 11
a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesdays
through Fridays, noon-4 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays,
closed Mondays

W Where: 965 Clay St., San
Francisco

W Admission: Fres Saturday
and Sunday; $3 adults, $2
students and senfors, $1

ages 6-17

M Call: (415) 391-1188 or
visit www.chsa.org

donated to the historical so-
clety. Vislting from his current
home in Seattle, Leong declared
that he was “pleased and
proud” to be exhibiting together
with his old mentor and friend.

pleased
andpmudhbemypaﬂln
the museum's opening.

“The Chinese are a part of
this country,” he emphasizes.
“Their history s a part of this
cm:m-y And it really should be
told.” :

p ‘Lou can reach Thtanla Leung
@l
tinglis@angnewspapears.com.
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 HOW TO HELP
THE NEEDY

Area tood banks and secial-service
agencies are collecting donations to
help the needy through the halidays
Here's how you can help:

Second Harvest Food Bank of Santa
Clara and San Mateo Counties is
seeking 2 million pounds of food, $3 5
million and 20,000 turkeys and
chickens to feed 170,000 people this
holiday season and an average
120,700 people a month year-round
Items needed most are powdered
milk, peanut butter, canned meats,
tuna, cereals, 100 percent fruit juices,
meals in a can {stew, chili, soup), and
canned foods with pop-top lids
Donations can be dropped off at all
Sateway and Albertson's markets and
at public libraries in both counties; in
Santa Clara County also at all Longs
Drug Stores, Federal Express centers,
California Federal Bank branches and
Willow Street Wood-Fired Pizza
parlors; at the dock of the food bank
in San Jose, 750 Curtner Ave., 10am
to 4 p.m today and Sunday, and 7 a.m
to 7 p.m Monday through
Wednesday. In San Mateo County,
food can be dropped off at 1051 Bing
5S¢, San Carlos, from 9 am. to noon
today, and 7:30 a.m. Lo & pm Monday
through Wednesday Call

(800) BT0-3663 or visit

www donatefood.org

CityTeam Minlstries needs 3,500
fresh or frozen turkeys, canned food
and non-perishable items. Drop off
donations of food, warm clothing and
blankets at CityTeam's Family Service
GCenter, 1297 N. 13th SL, San Jose,
weekdays from 7 am to 4 p.m. Call
(408) 293-4657 for large pickups
Visit www.cityteam.org

Emergency Housing Consortium
needs funds to buy food to serve more
than 1,000 meals a day this winter —
300,000 meals during the year — at
San Jose's largest shelter, the
Boccardo Regional Reception Center,
2011 Little Orchard 5t, San Jose The
agency also is seeking groups of
volunteers to serve and prepare
meals Call (408) 294-2100,
extension 204, or visit
www.homelessness.org

InnViston serves 11,000 people 3
year at 11 locations with emergency
shelter, transitional housing, and job
or skills training. The agency needs
gift certificates from markets for
turkeys, hams and other foods, and
store gift certificates to purchase
warm clothing, blankets and other
winter items Checks designating food
or gift items can be sent to InnVision's
main office, 974 Willow 5t, San Jose
Non-perishable foods may be brought
= s Hieia b the Bilive Steeel T
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Chinese-American museum concetved in 63 opens

Sometimes it takes suc-
ceeding generations to build
what the first could only begin
to dream of, This dream was
born nearly 40 years ago.

Through Silicon Valley
wealth and San Francisco po-
litical muscle, the first nation-
al museumn of Chinese-Ameri-
can history opens
in Chinatown to-
day. It hopes to tell
the multitude of
stories about Chi-
nese-Americans
from gold rush
days to modern
times, from New

York to Louisiana  l.a.chung

to Hawaii. city stories
“I wish the oth-

er founders of the Chinese

Historical Society of America
could be here to see this,” said
Thomas Wu, 87, among the
core five who met and came
up with the idea in 1963, After
nearly four decades, Wu stood
inside the handsome, Julia
Morgan-designed building
that had once been the China-
town YWCA on Clay Street. It
was the Y across from his
boyhood home, the Y where
he had played piano at cha
eroned dances and wooed his
sweetheart of 61 years, and
now the Y that has been re-
born into the $3 million Chi-
nese American National Mu-
seum and Learning Center.

Saturday's opening is one
that has not only realized the
dreams of a fading generation,
but came about through the
forging of an uncommon part-
nership among South Bay,
Peninsula and San Francisco
Chinese donors.

“1t's not common for South
Bay people to come up to San
Francisco and San Francisco
people to go to South Bay” to
raise money, said Doris Him
Grover, who was capital cam-
paign co-chair of the museum
with Sunnyvale resident Ger-
rye Wong. Regional differ-
ences carried from China, dif-
ferent dialects, different im-
migration patterns, often
separate Chinese-Americans
in everyday life.

But times have been slowly
changing.

Sometimes you just need a
project that embodies every-
one's hopes that untold sto-
ries will inally be heard.

“I had been talking to some
of the very prominent Ameri-
cans of Chinese descent who
have made significant contri-
butions to technology and the
business develop-
ment of Silicon
Valley," said donor
Kenneth Fo
chairman of Men-
lo Park biotech
venture capital
firm Kenson Ven-
tures, "I felt this
Chinese-Ameri-
can museum
might be the
source of a way to tell these
stories.”

Inside the building are four
exhibition halls, an art gallery,
research space and an inter-
active educational center for

- children. School groups can

visit.

The main exhibit is “The
Chinese of America: Toward a
More Perfect Union,” one that
traces Chinese immigration
to the United States begin-
ning in the 19th century and
documents accomplishments
along the way. It recognizes
regional differences and com-
mon heritage.

In the climate-controlled
rotating pallery is the opening
exhibit, “Dong Kingman in

Francisco,” a collection of
works by the famous Chinese-
American watercolorist.
There is also a YWCA history
room, documenting the histo-

of the Chinatown Y, which
since 1916 provided a haven
and an incubator for leader-
ship nmnn%]}roung Chinese
women in the community.

San Francisco's small, vol-
unteer-run historical society
had shepherded the museum
in temporary sites across Chi-
natown — a series of base-
ments and donated spaces —
for more than three decades
before turning to Wong and

Exhibit designer Steven Sutl
Chinese American National

struck a chord, said Hazel
Louie, who organized the first
fundraiser for the museum.
For Phil Choy, not a founder
but a longtime keeper of the
flame who had stored much of
the collection in his home and
had kept the museum idea
alive for many decades, it is
particularly pleasing. And at
age 74, he can't wait for the
museumn to start its program-

“Having the Chinese His-
torical Society recording his-
tory doesn’t mean much if
that history doesn't remind us
of important lessons to be
learned,” said Choy. “It's not
for verierating the past. That
we learn lessons from history
is the important thing."

Contact L.A. Chung at
Ichung@sjmercury.com or (415)
394-6581.

The Chinese American National
Museum and Learning Center at
965 Clay St. in San Francisco
celebrates its opening with two
days of free admission, activities
and tours. For more information,
see www.chsaorg or call (415)
391-1188.

TODAY

lam.

M Dedication ceremony with
Mayor Willie Brown and
Assembly Majority Leader Kevin
Shelley, former San Francisco
Supervisor Tom Hsieh and White
Crane Lion Dance Troupe

Moon to 4 pm.;

W Exhibition gallery tours,
including the exhibit “Dong
Kingman in San Francisco”

B Puppet theater by Charlie Chin
and Cecily Chow

@ Storytelling of Chinese

LN o ¢
i'\l’r\-“ t\ﬂ\n\:

PENNY DE LOS SANTDS — MERCURY HEWS

puts some finishing touches on the Dong Kingman art display at the
useum and Learning Center in San Francisco, which opens today.

mythology with Irene Collier

M Storytelling of
Chinese-American pioneers with
Ruthanne Lum McCunn

B Chinese-Ametican arts and
crafts

M The Community College
Foundation eBus, sponsored by
Wells Fargo Bank

SUNDAY

1am.todpm:

W Exhibition gallery tours

B Community Youth Center
rformance
Chinese-American arts and

crafts

M The Community College

Foundation eBus

2pm.

B Dedication of the YWCA
History Room

Source; Chinese Amencan Hislorical Socety
of America

Grover to raise money for a
first-class museum, managed
by a professional staff.

For donors large and small,
the idea of the museum

¥
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New history center shows
perseverance of immigrants
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much, but they demonstrated a
lot of perseverance and strength.”

For Daniel Chu, 7, the open-
ing of the museum, in the old
Julia Morgan-designed  China-
town YWCA on Clay Street, was
the fullillment of a dream of al-
most hall a lifetime.

Chu joined the society in 1965
and served es president of the
board in the early 1970s. He saw
the tiny museum move through a
series of rented spaces around
Chinatown, including s basement
on Commercial Street.

He helped the all-volunteer
group launch a scholarly joumnal,
“Chinese America: History and

“I came here when [ was 7, 1
started leaming English, and that
was it | asimilated,” she said.
“My parents were immigrants,
and they were in survival mode,
They didn't teach me about my
own history. But Jeaming about
other people's journey. ... I can
see (hat's probnblr whal my par-
ents (aced, too.
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Legacy Business Registry

Applicant: Chinese Historical Society of America
Section 5: Supplemental Historical Documents

On February 11, 2011, The New York Times published an article on Chinese Historical Society of America
rediscovery of paintings by Chinese American artist.

t-c-the-hlwe

e kel lasligmes)

fue dee of San
Chimese Hisher
i N sulved

B tumaped ool

Amerwnn 2l for

L CLathl 2 1L, ke 31wk
LT A FYC [ T s Kan's
Resfauran, in 1935 The poster-

il 10 e
g, il s the carly
41

e for Hir
2 Clnnese-Amer-
Auding Lalwers
n winepatds, it shramn
i eagar Dactorgs 50 the

= alichi't

wrse | useaa
Narnds anet Lhe
; bl M.
il di
d Tudaled 2y 1he
argisl.

e gl s Mr. Lee™s painings
aod run cold - ount! last Loy
FYear, when e clecrenic i
i . Ted

CEANCE L FECTiver
chusn hack on £
T RETETT .
Jake Lee depicled Chi
Amuvricans in varied act
: wenl L
wporscy el Chuse- LORE e
w0ty 13

s which opems
Fin e hustotical woes

the painting
it i i vt

SLHE I s
that the hi

treed to Tind 19
ferrunotely, v

i mr histaiv whi
il ke

oy
1 reslan

NY Times 2711711



211412017 nbcnews.com

NEWS NOV 11 2016, 4:14 PM ET

Chinese-American History Finds Permanent Home in San
Francisco

by FRANCES KAI-HWA WANG

The largest exhibition to date about Chinese-American history and experience, "Chinese American:
Exclusion/Inclusion," was permanently installed at the Chinese Historical Society of America (CHSA)
in San Francisco this week.

The largest exhibition to date about Chinese-American history and experience, "Chinese American: Exclusion/Inclusion,” was
permanently installed at the Chinese Historical Society of America (CHSA) in San Francisco this week. Courtesy of CHSA

Originally created by the New York Historical Society, the exhibition explores the long history of
immigration and trade between China and America, from the chinaware George Washington ordered
from China, to the Chinese Exclusion Act — which banned Chinese immigrants to America from 1882
to 1943, to historic Jake Lee paintings of Chinatown, to contemporary explorations of identity through
graphic novels and interactive media.

http:/hwww.nbenews.com/news/asian-america/chinese-american-history-finds-permanent-home-san-francis co-n682761 113
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RELATED: Oldest Chinese Laundry in the U.S. Closes Shop After 140 Years

"This is the most comprehensive exhibition on Chinese American experiences," Pam Wong, CHSA
deputy director, told NBC News. "Though Chinese have been a part of this country from the very
beginning, we're still seen as foreigners, as if we do not belong. This exhibition allows for us to tell our
story. This is America's story."
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A display featuring graphic novel art at "Chinese American: Exclusion/Inclusion” at the Chinese American Historical Society
Courtesy of CHSA

According to the exhibition prospectus, the exhibition "immerses visitors in a broad sweep of history,
presenting key protagonists and signal events, while also creating compelling spaces that present
stories and micro-histories and other layers of objects, documents, and media for discovery."

The exhibition also features an education curriculum meeting national content standards.

RELATED: CAAM to Launch 'Who Is American?' Education Campaign On Chinese Exclusion
Act

http:/Mww.nbenews .com/news/asian-america/chinese-american-histary-finds-permanent-home-san-francisco-nG82761 2/3
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"This is an unprecedented opportunity and an unprecedented gift for us," Sue Lee, executive director
of the Chinese Historical Society said in a statement. "The curatorial quality, the historical detail, and
the hands-on interactive technology of this exhibit are unlike anything we have ever done. Its
educational potential really raises the bar for us."
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A suitcase on display in "Chinese American: Inclusion/Exclusion" Courtesy of CHSA

The museum closed for several months while the exhibition was being installed and reopened this
week with the launch of the exhibition.

Follow NBC Asian America on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Tumblr.

hitp: /. nbenews . com/news/asian-america/chinese-american-history-finds-permanent-home-san-francis co-nB82761




Legacy Business Registry Case Number 2017-003782LBR; 2017-003872LBR; 2017-003808LBR; 2017-
April 19, 2017 Hearing 003825LBR; 2017-003815LBR
BrainWash, Inc.; Cal’s Automotive Center; Chinese Historical Society

of America; Gino and Carlo, Inc.; Noriega Produce

Filing Date: March 24, 2017
Case No.: 2017-003808LBR
Business Name: Chinese Historical Society of America
Business Address: 965 Clay Street
Zoning: UMU (Urban Mixed Use)/
65-A Height and Bulk District
Block/Lot: 0024/078 and 079
Applicant: Sue Lee, Executive Director
965 Clay Street
San Francisco, CA 94108
Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093
desiree.smith@sfgov.org
Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION

Established in Chinatown in 1963, the Chinese Historical Society of America (CHSA) is the oldest and
largest archive and historical center in the United States that documents the Chinese American
experience. As a nonprofit organization, CHSA is “dedicated to the interpretation, promotion, and
preservation of the social, cultural, and political history and contributions of the Chinese in America.” It
accomplishes this mission by hosting exhibitions and public programs at its Museum and Learning
Center, producing publications on Chinese American history, offering tours of the surrounding
Chinatown neighborhood, and serving as the steward of the historic Chinatown YWCA, which it has
owned and operated since 2000. The building, designed by renowned architect Julia Morgan, is
designated City Landmark No. 122. CHSA previously operated out of 644 Broadway, 650 Commercial
Street, and 17 Adler Place (now Jack Kerouac Alley). It holds one of the country’s largest collections of
Chinese American historical objects and frequently serves as a resource for historical research; for
example, CHSA’s archives were utilized in the making of Ric Burns’ PBS documentary film, “The Chinese
Exclusion Act.” Its programming focuses on three core values, as described in its application: 1.) respect
for cultural traditions and history/heritage; 2.) the belief that innovation is part of how the organization
keeps traditions relevant and up-to-date; and 3.) a goal to reach “above and beyond” Chinatown in order
to continue the process of expanding definitions of the Chinese American community and its role in
society.

In addition to showcasing rotating exhibitions, the CHSA Museum offers several permanent exhibitions,
including Chinese American: Exclusion/Inclusion, which tells the history of people of Chinese descent in the
United States from the late 18% century to the present, and is accompanied by an education guide
consisting of educational curriculum designed to meet national content standards. Other permanent
exhibits include the History of the Chinatown YWCA, which sheds light into the life of Chinese American
women from the 1930s to the 1980s, and Living in Chinatown: Memories in Miniature, which showcases the
work of Chinatown artist, Frank Wong, who created miniature scenes of Chinatown.

Founded by local Chinese American community advocates, CHSA has continued a legacy of community
advocacy through its historical and educational work, and also through its support of local historians

SAN FRANCISCO 8
PLANNING DEPARTMENT



Legacy Business Registry Case Number 2017-003782LBR; 2017-003872LBR; 2017-003808LBR; 2017-
April 19, 2017 Hearing 003825LBR; 2017-003815LBR
BrainWash, Inc.; Cal’s Automotive Center; Chinese Historical Society

of America; Gino and Carlo, Inc.; Noriega Produce

such as, Philip Choy and Him Mark Lai, both of whom “contributed significantly to the understanding
and awareness of Chinese American history through scholarly work.” Their scholarship and advocacy
has continued to demonstrate its impacts in the broader community. One such effort was the preservation
of Angel Island Immigration Station, now open to the public for educational tours. CHSA also remains
deeply connected to its surrounding neighborhood of Chinatown, keeping its doors open six days a week
and collaborating with others to offer film screenings, book readings, presentations, workshops, and
panel discussions in the neighborhood.

STAFF ANALYSIS
Review Criteria
1. When was business founded?
1963.
2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?

Yes, the Chinese Historical Society of America (CHSA) qualifies for listing on the Legacy
Business Registry because it meets all of the eligibility Criteria:

i CHSA has operated for 54 years.

iv. CHSA has contributed to the history and identity of San Francisco’s Chinatown
neighborhood by promoting the history, heritage, and culture of Chinese
Americans in the Bay Area and beyond through its museum exhibitions,
educational and cultural programs, and historical archive.

v. CHSA is committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
its practice of operating museum, archive, and historical center focused on
Chinese American history, heritage, and culture.

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?

CHSA, a nonprofit organization, the oldest and largest archive and historical center documenting
the Chinese American experience in the United States. It is associated with the curatorial,
archival, and story-telling traditions; it is associated with promoting Chinese and Chinese
American heritage and culture; and it is associated with the tradition of stewarding and
interpreting a historic site.

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?

The property at 965 Clay Street is Article 10 Landmark No. 122, significant for its architecture and
social history. Designed by master architect, Julia Morgan, in 1932, the historic Chinatown YWCA
is associated with Chinese and Chinese American history of the neighborhood.

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?

Yes, the property is a designated City Landmark under Article 10 of the Planning Code. It was
also found eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places and the California
Register of Historic Resources.

SAN FRANCISCO 9
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Legacy Business Registry Case Number 2017-003782LBR; 2017-003872LBR; 2017-003808LBR; 2017-
April 19, 2017 Hearing 003825LBR; 2017-003815LBR

BrainWash, Inc.; Cal’s Automotive Center; Chinese Historical Society
of America; Gino and Carlo, Inc.; Noriega Produce

Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?

No.

Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?

Yes. CHSA has been cited in numerous publications including but not limited to:

San Francisco Chronicle, 10/29/2016, “NY gives SF vivid view of Chinese immigrants” history,” by
Carl Nolte; San Francisco Chronicle, 10/3/1966, “Chinese Society Opens Museum,” by Jerry Root;
San Francisco Chronicle, 10/6/1966, “Boost for Chinese History,” by Millie Robbins; San Francisco
Magazine, 2/1967, “Or a Chinese Historical Society?” by Thomas W. Chinn; Bulletin for April
1969, East/West News, 1/14/1988, “Historical Societies Play a Key Role in Chinese American
History”; Tri-Valley Herald, 11/16/2001, “Museum gives Chinese-American history its due,” by
Titania Leung Inglis; San Jose Mercury, 11/17/01, “Chinese-American museum conceived in '63
opens,” by L.A. Chung; San Francisco Chronicle, 11/18/01, “Chinese museum finally gets a
home,” by Tyche Hendricks; New York Times, 2/11/11, “Lost for Years, a Trove of Chinatown Art
is Tracked Down,” by Bernice Yeung; nbcnews.com, 11/11/16, “Chinese-American History Finds
Permanent Home in San Francisco,” by Frances Kai-Hwa Wang; nbcnews.com, 2/11/17, “Oldest
Chinese Laundry in the U.S. Closes Shop After 140 Years”; and nbcnews.com, 2/11/17, “CAAM to
Launch ‘Who is American?’ Education Campaign on Chinese Exclusion Act.”

Asian Pacific America with Robert Handa, an interview with Su Lee, Executive Director of CHSA,
aired on NBC Bay Area January 29, 2017 (available on YouTube, see application for links).

CHSA has been the recipient of numerous awards, including: 2004 National Preservation Award
from the National Trust for Historic Preservation; 2005 Preservation Award from California
Heritage Council; and 2016 Award from the Art Deco Society of California.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

Location(s) associated with the business:

965 Clay Street

Recommended by Applicant

Dedication to the interpretation, promotion, and preservation of the social, cultural, and political
history and contributions of the Chinese in America

Function as a home for the stories and experience of the Chinese in America

Chinatown location

Maintenance of a cultural asset that is the historic YWCA Chinatown building

Function as a museum, historical archive, and source of educational programming focused on
Chinese and Chinese American history

Additional Recommended by Staff

No additional recommendations

SAN FRANCISCO 10
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Historic Preservation Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE APRIL 19, 2017

Filing Date: March 24, 2017
Case No.: 2017-003808LBR
Business Name: Chinese Historical Society of America
Business Address: 965 Clay Street
Zoning: UMU (Urban Mixed Use)/

65-A Height and Bulk District
Block/Lot: 0024/078 and 079
Applicant: Sue Lee, Executive Director

965 Clay Street

San Francisco, CA 94108

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093
desiree.smith@sfgov.org
Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR CHINESE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY OF AMERICA, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 965 CLAY STREET (BLOCK/LOT 0024/078
AND 079).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and
success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the identity of San Francisco’s Chinatown
neighborhood; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that
define the business; and

www.sfplanning.org

1650 Mission St.
Suite 400

San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fax:
415.558.6409

Planning
Information:
415.558.6377



Resolution No. XX 2017-003808LBR
April 19, 2017 965 Clay Street; Chinese Historical Society of America

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on April 19, 2017, the Historic Preservation
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry nomination.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that
the Chinese Historical Society of America qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under
Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to
contribute to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for the Chinese Historical Society of
America:

Location (if applicable)
e 965 Clay Street

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

e Dedication to the interpretation, promotion, and preservation of the social, cultural, and political history
and contributions of the Chinese in America

e Function as a home for the stories and experience of the Chinese in America

e Chinatown location

e Maintenance of a cultural asset that is the historic YWCA Chinatown building

o Function as a museum, historical archive, and source of educational programming focused on Chinese and
Chinese American history

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2017-
003808LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission
on April 19, 2017.

Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary

AYES:

NOES:

SAN FRANCISCO 2
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Resolution No. XX 2017-003808LBR
April 19, 2017 965 Clay Street; Chinese Historical Society of America

ABSENT

ADOPTED:
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