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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report 
 

HEARING DATE AUGUST 12, 2019 
 
 

NATIONAL JAPANESE AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2018-19-071 
Business Name:  National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. 
Business Address:  1684 Post Street and 640 Mason Street 
District:   District 5 
Applicant:   Rosalyn Tonai, Executive Director 
Nomination Date:  June 17, 2019 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Vallie Brown 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
The National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. (“NJAHS”) was established in 1981, as “Go For 
Broke, Inc.,” whose purpose was to promote the military exploits of the Japanese American veterans of the 
100th Battalion/442nd Regimental Combat Team and the Military Intelligence Service during World War II in 
Europe and the Pacific. In 1983, the organization changed its name to the National Japanese American 
Historical Society to reflect its broader mission to collect, preserve, interpret and share the Japanese 
American experience for national and global audiences. 
 
From 1981 to 1997, NJAHS was located at 1855 Folsom Street. The organization moved to Japantown and 
was housed in the Japan Center East Mall between 1998 and 1999, then moved to its present location at 
1684 Post Street in 1999. Its Post Street headquarters serves the Japantown community, national 
membership and visitors with a gallery, book store/gift shop, archives, research library and visitor kiosk. 
 
In 2013 after two decades of planning, NJAHS opened the Military Intelligence Service (MIS) Historic 
Learning Center in Building 640 (640 Mason Street) at Crissy Field in the Presidio of San Francisco. This 
13,000-square-foot interpretive center is the original site of the historic U.S. Army Intelligence Language 
School, where Japanese American military linguists secretly trained one month before Pearl Harbor 
(November 1, 1941) and were deployed to the Pacific theater of war after graduating in May 1942. Operated 
by NJAHS as a nonprofit Park Partner tenant, the center (including replica MIS classroom, permanent gallery 
and shop) is an adaptive reuse project of the NJAHS, the Presidio Trust and Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area. NJAHS’s dual site strategy is to bring new audiences to both sites, thus enhancing the 
Japanese American experience in San Francisco. 
 
The business is located on the northeast corner of Post and Buchanan streets in the Japantown 
neighborhood. 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
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Yes, the National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more 
years, with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years: 
 
1855 Folsom Street from 1981 to 1997 (16 years) 
22 Peace Plaza from 1997 to 1999 (2 years) 
1684 Post Street from 1999 to Present (20 years) 
640 Mason Street from 2013 to Present (6 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, the National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. has contributed to the history and identity of the 
Japantown neighborhood and San Francisco. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways 
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community: 
 
• The business is associated with the Japanese and Japanese-American history. 
 
• The Post Street property has Planning Department Historic Resource status codes of “C” (No Historic 

Resource Present) because of the building is not age-eligible for listing on a historic resource registry 
(construction date 1982). The property is also located within the Japantown Cultural District. The Post 
Street property is the site of the former Sakai Fish Market. In 2006, Uoki Sakai was recognized as one of 
the Japantown’s most enduring and significant businesses during neighborhood centennial celebrations. 

 
• The second property, historic Building 640 at 640 Mason Street in the Presidio, is part of the National 

Register of Historic Places-listed Presidio National Park. It is significant as the former location of the U.S. 
Army Intelligence Language School, the first military language school, which opened in 1941. During its 
2012 rehabilitation, the roof unexpectedly collapsed into the structure. The framing, trusses and most of 
the foundation were reconstructed and seismically strengthened, and the original concrete flooring left 
intact. The wood from the ceiling was salvaged and incorporated into a new ceiling. The original windows 
and window panes were individually removed, cleaned and put back into place in the rehabilitation 
phase. 

 
• The business is referred to in the Japantown Historic Context Statement. NJAHS is identified as an 

important social heritage resource in the JCHESS, one of a “rich network of community-serving 
organizations and institutions [that] provide a range of services and benefits to the local community, as 
well as Japanese Americans from around the region.” The product of a 15-year community-led process, 
JCHESS is the first document in San Francisco created to focus specifically on how to preserve and 
promote a neighborhood’s cultural heritage. 

 
• NJAHS programming has been highlighted in numerous media, including the San Francisco Chronicle, 

Rafu Shimpo, Nichi Bei Times and others. The New York Times has described NJAHS as “as a source of 
Japantown’s dynamism and a model for the preservation and interpretation of a community’s history.” In 
2010 and 2013, Japan’s Foreign Ministry recognized NJAHS for its “extensive contributions toward the 
exchange between Japan and the United States by preserving historical materials relating to Japanese 
immigration to the U.S., educating and enlightening citizens throughout the United States about the 
wartime experience of Japanese Americans, and undertaking wide-reaching initiatives in public education 
about Japanese Americans.” 
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CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, the National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. is committed to maintaining the physical 
features and traditions that define the organization. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that the National Japanese American Historical Society, 
Inc. qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and 
recommends safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Dedicated to the preservation of cultural heritage and Japanese-American history. 
• Exhibits and public programs. 
• Collection of objects, documents, and photos of Japanese American World War II military, incarceration 

camp and pre-war ephemera. 
• Participation in festivals, traditions, and advocacy for the Japantown community. 
• Floor-to-ceiling storefront windows. 
 
CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for 
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Preservation of Japanese American history and culture. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include the National Japanese 
American Historical Society, Inc. currently located at 1684 Post Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a 
Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Program Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
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Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE AUGUST 12, 2019 

 
NATIONAL JAPANESE AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 

 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2018-19-071 
Business Name:  National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. 
Business Address:  1684 Post Street and 640 Mason Street 
District:   District 5 
Applicant:   Rosalyn Tonai, Executive Director 
Nomination Date:  June 17, 2019 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Vallie Brown 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR 
NATIONAL JAPANESE AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC., CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1684 
POST STREET AND 640 MASON STREET. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on August 12, 2019, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes National Japanese American 
Historical Society, Inc. in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code 
Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc.: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Dedicated to the preservation of cultural heritage and Japanese-American history. 
• Exhibits and public programs. 
• Collection of objects, documents, and photos of Japanese American World War II military, incarceration 

camp and pre-war ephemera. 
• Participation in festivals, traditions, and advocacy for the Japantown community. 
• Floor-to-ceiling storefront windows. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. on the 
Legacy Business Registry: 
• Preservation of Japanese American history and culture. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
August 12, 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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Application No.:  LBR-2018-19-071 
Business Name:   National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. 
Business Address:   1684 Post Street 
District:   District 5 
Applicant:    Rosalyn Tonai, Executive Director 
Nomination Date:   June 17, 2019 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Vallie Brown 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
1855 Folsom Street from 1981 to 1997 (16 years) 
22 Peace Plaza from 1997 to 1999 (2 years) 
1684 Post Street from 1999 to Present (20 years) 
640 Mason Street from 2013 to Present (6 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: N/A 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: June 20, 2019 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Program Manager, Legacy Business Program 
 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 
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Member, Board of Supervisor 

District 5 

 

City and County of San Francisco 

 
 

Vallie Brown 
 

 
June 17, 2019 
 
Office of Small Business 
Small Business Commission 
City Hall, Suite 110 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing to nominate the National Japanese American Historical Society, located at 1684 Post Street, 
for the Legacy Business Registry Program.   
 
The National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. (NJAHS) was founded in 1980 as ‘Go for Broke, 
Inc.’. They aimed to promote the military exploits of the Japanese American veterans of the 100th 
battalion/442nd regimental combat team and the military intelligence service during World War II in 
Europe and the Pacific. In 1983, ‘Go for Broke, Inc.’ rebranded themselves as the National Japanese 
American Historical Society, which reflects their broader mission to collect, preserve, interpret and share 
the Japanese American experience for national and global audiences.  
 
Since 1983, NJAHS has served the Japanese American community by presenting exhibitions, 
publications, and public programming on historical events, personalities and the arts. In their current 
location at 1684 Post Street, the National Japanese American Historical Society has served the Japantown 
community since 1999. Now as a fixture in the Japantown neighborhood, their work continues to 
preserve and share Japanese American art and culture.  
 
The Japanese American community has a long history in District 5 and NJAHS is an integral member of 
the Japantown community in District 5. Japanese Americans in San Francisco have a long history that is 
marred by periods of inclusion and revulsion by the communities surrounding Japantown. The NJAHS is 
a treasure in District 5, which preserves this history.   
 
It is for these reasons that I elect to nominate the National Japanese American Historical Society for the 
Legacy Business Registry Program. Should you have any further questions related to this letter, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to my office at (415) 554-7630 or BrownStaff@sfgov.org. Thank you for your 
consideration.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Vallie Brown 
Supervisor, District 5 
City and County of San Francisco 



Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Provide the following information:

The name, mailing address, and other contact information of the business;

The name of the person who owns the business.  For businesses with multiple owners, identify the person(s)
with the highest ownership stake in the business;

The name, title, and contact information of the applicant;

The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the Secretary of State, if
applicable.

NAME OF BUSINESS:

BUSINESS OWNER(S) (identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business)

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:

( )

EMAIL:

WEBSITE:   FACEBOOK PAGE: YELP PAGE

APPLICANT’S NAME

Same as Business

APPLICANT’S TITLE

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:

( )

EMAIL:

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER: SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (if applicable):

OFFICIAL USE: Completed by OSB Staff
NAME OF NOMINATOR: DATE OF NOMINATION:

National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc.

Rosalyn Tonai, Executive Director
Bryan Yagi, NJAHS Board President
Robert Sakai, Building Owner

1684 Post St.
San Francisco, CA 94115

(415) 921-5007

njahs@njahs.org; rosalyn@njahs.org

www.njahs.org https://www.facebook.com/nationaljapaneseamericanhistoricalsociety/ https://www.yelp.com/biz/national-japanese-american-historical-society-san-francisco



Legacy Business Registry Application
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Se c tionTwo:
Busine ssLoc a tion(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS: ZIP CODE: START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS? DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No Yes

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

ï èëë Ú ± ­́± ³ Í¬®»»¬ çì ï ï ë ï çèï

ï çèï óï ççé

î î Ð »¿½ » Ð ¿́¦¿ çì ï ï ë
ï ççé

ï ççç

ï êèì Ð ± ­¬Í¬®»»¬ çì ï ï ë
ï ççç

Ð ®»­»² ¬

êì ðÓ ¿­± ² Í¬®»»¬ çì ï î ç
î ðï í

Ð ®»­»² ¬



Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

This section is verification that all San Francisco taxes, business registration, and licenses are 
current and complete, and there are no current violations of San Francisco labor laws. This 
information will be verified and a business deemed not current in with all San Francisco taxes, 
business registration, and licenses, or has current violations of San Francisco labor laws, will not 
be eligible to apply for the Business Assistance Grant.

In addition, we are required to inform you that all information provided in the application will become 
subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act.  

Please read the following statements and check each to indicate that you agree with the 
statement. Then sign below in the space provided.  

I am authorized to submit this application on behalf of the business.

I attest that the business is current on all of its San Francisco tax obligations. 

I attest that the business’s business registration and any applicable regulatory license(s) 
are current.

I attest that the Office of Labor Standards and Enforcement (OLSE) has not determined 
that the business is currently in violation of any of the City’s labor laws, and that the 
business does not owe any outstanding penalties or payments ordered by the OLSE. 

I understand that documents submitted with this application may be made available to the 
public for inspection and copying pursuant to the California Public Records Act and San 
Francisco Sunshine Ordinance.

I hereby acknowledge and authorize that all photographs and images submitted as part of 
the application may be used by the City without compensation.

I understand that the Small Business Commission may revoke the placement of the 
business on the Registry if it finds that the business no longer qualifies, and that placement 
on the Registry does not entitle the business to a grant of City funds.

Name (Print): Date: Signature: 

V.

Rosalyn Tonai 5/10/2019



NATIONAL JAPANESE AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

The National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. (“NJAHS”) was established on June 29, 
1981, as “Go For Broke, Inc.,” whose purpose was to promote the military exploits of the 
Japanese American veterans of the 100th Battalion/442nd Regimental Combat Team and the 
Military Intelligence Service during World War II in Europe and the Pacific. In 1983, the 
organization changed its name to the National Japanese American Historical Society to reflect 
its broader mission to collect, preserve, interpret and share the Japanese American experience 
for national and global audiences. Today, NJAHS strives to be a catalyst for change through 
cross-cultural awareness – by learning from the past and influencing the future. 

From 1981 to 1997, NJAHS was located at 1855 Folsom Street, Suite 161, in San Francisco. The 
organization moved to Japantown and was housed in the Japan Center East Mall (22 Peace 
Plaza, Suite 225) for a short time in 1998-1999, then moved to its present location at 1684 Post 
Street in 1999 with 2,911 square feet of space. Its Post Street headquarters serves the 
Japantown community, national membership and visitors with a gallery, book store/gift shop, 
archives, research library and visitor kiosk. 

In 2013 after two decades of planning, NJAHS opened the Military Intelligence Service (MIS) 
Historic Learning Center in Building 640 (640 Mason Street) at Crissy Field in the Presidio of 
San Francisco. This 13,000-square-foot interpretive center is the original site of the historic U.S. 
Army Intelligence Language School, where Japanese American military linguists secretly trained 
one month before Pearl Harbor (November 1, 1941) and were deployed to the Pacific theater 
of war after graduating in May 1942. Operated by NJAHS as a nonprofit Park Partner tenant, the 
center (including replica MIS classroom, permanent gallery and shop) is an adaptive reuse 
project of the NJAHS, the Presidio Trust and Golden Gate National Recreation Area. NJAHS’s 
dual site strategy is to bring new audiences to both sites, thus enhancing the Japanese 
American experience in San Francisco. 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

Not applicable. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 



Not applicable. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

NJAHS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization incorporated in 1981 as Go For Broke, Inc., changing 
its name in 1983 to the National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. It has been 
governed by a 13-to-18-member board of directors since its founding. 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Documentation of the existence of the organization verifying it has been in operation for 30+ 
years is provided in this Legacy Business Registry application. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

NJAHS’s Japantown headquarters, at 1684 Post Street, occupy the former location of the Uoki 
Sakai Fish Market building. The market first opened in 1910 on Geary Street and moved to 1684 
Post Street in 1920. It served as the neighborhood’s primary seafood and grocery store until 
1942, when the Sakai family was forced to move because of Executive Order 9066, excluding all 
persons of Japanese ancestry from the West Coast. The Sakai family was incarcerated in 
barracks at the Tanforan Racetrack in South San Francisco and later sent to a permanent War 
Relocation Authority Camp in Topaz, Utah. The family returned to Japantown in 1948 and 
reopened its store on Post Street. 

In the 1960s, the original building was demolished by the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency, 
although the Sakai family retained ownership of the property. The Uoki Sakai grocery business 
relocated to 1656 Post Street in 1969 and remained there until its closure in 2011. In 2006, Uoki 
Sakai was recognized as one of the Japantown’s most enduring and significant businesses 
during neighborhood centennial celebrations. In 1999, NJAHS moved into 1684 Post Street and 
completed tenant improvements for its gallery space, archives and store. 

NJAHS’s second property, the MIS Historic Learning Center, is located in historic Building 640 at 
the Presidio. It is significant as the former location of the U.S. Army Intelligence Language 
School, the first military language school, which opened in 1941. During its 2012 rehabilitation, 
the roof unexpectedly collapsed into the structure. The framing, trusses, and most of the 
foundation were reconstructed and seismically strengthened, and the original concrete flooring 
left intact. The wood from the ceiling was salvaged and incorporated into a new ceiling. The 
original windows and window panes were individually removed, cleaned and put back into 
place in the rehabilitation phase. 



CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

Since 1981, NJAHS has served the Japanese American community by presenting exhibitions, 
publications, videos and public programs on historical events, personalities and the arts and 
cultural crafts. NJAHS serves as both a neighborhood anchor and an enduring symbol of the 
Japanese American presence in San Francisco – one of the oldest and last remaining 
Japantowns in America. 

Between 1999-2000, NJAHS was represented by its executive director, Rosalyn Tonai, on the 
50-member Japantown Planning, Preservation, and Development Task Force organized to 
conduct community-wide town hall meetings, work with the city and consultants to produce a 
community-needs assessment and develop a set of recommendations to: 1) identify priority 
action programs and projects that are vital to the future economic, social and physical vitality of 
Japantown; 2) begin a framework of urban design elements that can guide the long-range 
improvement of the Japantown neighborhood environment; and 3) shape an action plan that 
addresses a broad range of neighborhood concerns and issues. 

From 2001-2016, NJAHS played a critical role in the Japantown Taskforce, Inc., with Rosalyn 
Tonai serving on the board and executive committee. The taskforce developed the 
groundbreaking Japantown Cultural Heritage and Economic Sustainability Strategy (JCHESS), 
which provides a framework for sustaining the neighborhood’s tangible and intangible cultural 
heritage. NJAHS continues to serve on the Japantown Taskforce, a community board that 
guides community planning, development, and cultural heritage preservation efforts. 

Situated at the “gateway” of Japantown, NJAHS is the only storefront on the main commercial 
corridor to depict and interpret the history and identity of Japanese Americans, serving as a 
portal to discover local culture, history and commerce. NJAHS collaborates with other 
organizations on major annual events, such as the Northern Cherry Blossom Festival and the 
Bay Area Day of Remembrance, to commemorate and perpetuate the Japanese American 
experience, especially as they connect to current events. Through exhibitions, internships and 
robust public programming, NJAHS fosters greater understanding of Japantown’s rich and 
vibrant history as well as the community’s ongoing efforts to preserve and revitalize the 
Japanese American presence in San Francisco. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

Japantown is known for its cultural heritage, including art and craft traditions, language, 
literature and other programs that are important to the community’s identity. NJAHS 
participates in all of Japantown’s festivals, including the Northern Cherry Blossom Festival and 
Nihonmachi Street Fair. (The Cherry Blossom Festival has been held every April in Japantown 
since 1967, attracting over 50,000 people each year.) NJAHS also lends its support to various 
festivals in the Japan Center Malls and on Buchannan Mall.  



c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

NJAHS is identified as an important social heritage resource in the JCHESS, one of a “rich 
network of community-serving organizations and institutions [that] provide a range of services 
and benefits to the local community, as well as Japanese Americans from around the region.” 
The product of a 15-year community-led process, JCHESS is the first document in San Francisco 
created to focus specifically on how to preserve and promote a neighborhood’s cultural 
heritage. NJAHS’s public programming and activities advance the JCHESS’s core goals to secure 
Japantown’s future as the historical and cultural heart of the Japanese and Japanese American 
community, a thriving commercial and retail district, home to residents and community-based 
institutions, and as a physically attractive and vibrant environment. 

NJAHS programming has been highlighted in numerous media, including San Francisco 
Chronicle, Rafu Shimpo, Nichi Bei Times and others. The New York Times has described NJAHS as 
“as a source of Japantown’s dynamism and a model for the preservation and interpretation of a 
community’s history.” In 2010 and 2013, Japan’s Foreign Ministry recognized NJAHS for its 
“extensive contributions toward the exchange between Japan and the United States by 
preserving historical materials relating to Japanese immigration to the U.S., educating and 
enlightening citizens throughout the United States about the wartime experience of Japanese 
Americans, and undertaking wide-reaching initiatives in public education about Japanese 
Americans.” 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Since its inception, NJAHS has celebrated the accomplishments of and included Japanese 
American veterans (i.e., Tom Kawaguchi), activists, politicians, artists and other dignitaries in its 
leadership and activities. Past president Dr. Clifford Uyeda was a leader in the Civil Liberties 
redress campaign, heading up the Japanese American Citizens League’s Redress Legislative 
Committee for the Commission on the Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians; NJAHS’s 
annual Peace & Humanitarian Award is named in his honor. NJAHS’s past president, Thomas 
Sakamoto, has been memorialized in Presidio of San Francisco and in the new U.S. Army 
Museum in Washington, D.C. (opening in 2020). San Francisco artists Janice Mirikitani (SF Poet 
Laureate) and Ruth Asawa (namesake of the SF School of the Arts) worked with NJAHS on 
numerous projects, including the first Japanese American Women’s exhibit, the San Francisco 
State Internment Memorial and reinstallation of Asawa’s Origami Fountains on Japantown’s 
Buchanan Mall in 2000. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Since 1983, NJAHS has demonstrated its commitment to the community with its deep and long-
term involvement in its planning, preservation and viability. With its focus on activities relating 
to cultural preservation and education, NJAHS has engaged various sectors of the community. 
The majority of NJAHS programming is free to the public and easily accessible. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 



San Francisco is home to a sizeable Asian and Asian American population. One-third of the city’s 
population self-identifies as Asian, with 24% of all businesses in San Francisco owned by this 
population. According to the JCHESS, Japantown is 33% Asian, 8% Black/African American, 8% 
Latino and 47% White (and the other 4% cited “None of the Above”). NJAHS programs 
celebrate and engage with the local Japanese American and Asian American communities, as 
well as domestic and international tourists, local residents and former and current Japantown 
residents and business owners of diverse backgrounds, including African American, Korean, 
Russian and Jewish communities. 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

NJAHS’s Japantown headquarters is located at the former site of the Uoki Sakai Fish Market at 
1684 Post Street. In many ways, the story of the Sakai family reflects the broader story and 
resilience of the Japanese American community in San Francisco. The Sakai family property 
sustained two upheavals promulgated by government action. Due to Executive Order 9066, the 
Sakai family was forced to close its business throughout World War II. Even after returning and 
reopening, their business was again disrupted by urban renewal; the original building at 1684 
Post Street was demolished and replaced by a two-story building on the same site.  

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

If NJAHS were to close or relocate, Japantown would lose its only publicly accessible cultural 
heritage destination, including a gallery, library and professionally-managed archives and 
collections. At the heart of the commercial corridor, and across from the Japan Center and 
Peace Plaza, NJAHS is not only a symbol of this enduring community but is also the 
neighborhood’s only historically-based interpretive center. The loss of the NJAHS store and 
gallery would deprive visitors, tourists and residents of an essential portal for discovering 
Japantown. Its closure would deprive the neighborhood of a vital community space and, 
beyond its four walls, and an essential cultural resource and leader helping to preserve and 
sustain Japantown’s cultural heritage. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Since 1980, NJAHS has been dedicated to the preservation of cultural heritage and Japanese 
American history through its extensive collection, exhibitions and public programs, and its 
participation in festivals, traditions and advocacy for the Japantown community. NJAHS draws 
from its extensive collection (13,000 objects, documents, photos) of Japanese American World 
War II military, incarceration camp and pre-war ephemera to produce ground-breaking 
exhibitions at its own galleries and in larger venues such as the Oakland Museum of California, 
the Smithsonian Institution and the Bishop Museum. Go For Broke’s inaugural exhibition told 
the story of Nisei Soldier of WWII (Presidio Army Museum, 1981-1983). 



In subsequent decades, NJAHS has organized or contributed to many exhibitions, including “A 
More Perfect Union: Japanese Americans and the U.S. Constitution” (Smithsonian National 
Museum of American History, 1988-2002), “Something From Nothing: Art and Handcrafted 
Objects from America’s Concentration Camps” (USF Thacher Gallery, 2017) and “Exclusion: The 
Presidio’s Role in WWII Japanese American Incarceration” (Presidio Officer’s Club, 2018 - 
present). NJAHS also presents annual community events in partnership with other community 
groups (e.g., Bay Area Day of Remembrance, Nikkei Angel Island Pilgrimage) and hosts 
workshops, film screenings, panel discussions and public education programs. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

NJAHS supports the local art community, especially Japanese American artists, through the 
production of art and history exhibitions. For example, Artists’ Eyes: Art of Incarceration, 
featured Japanese American artists who were incarcerated during World War II, their 
descendants and members from other ethnic communities who share a history of unjust 
incarceration. Writers and scholars are regularly featured in Nikkei Heritage, NJAHS’ periodical, 
which has been produced for the past 30 years. Educational workshops and student internships 
advance NJAHS’s mission to collect, preserve and authentically interpret the Japanese American 
experience. Participation in community events and festivals demonstrates NJAHS’s 
commitment to maintaining the traditions of Japantown. NJAHS conducts talks on Executive 
Order 9066 and incarceration, Nikkei genealogy, travel guides and culinary tours, among other 
culturally-specific topics. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Although not architecturally significant, NJAHS’s Post Street location is culturally significant as 
the former location of the Uoki Sakai Fish Market building (from 1920-1960s). NJAHS is 
committed to maintaining its large floor-to-ceiling storefront windows that enable visitors to 
view into the gallery and community space. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Documentation that demonstrates the organization has been dedicated to the collection, 
preservation, authentic interpretation and sharing of historical information of the Japanese 
American experience for 30+ years is included in this Legacy Business Registry application. 
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GO FOR BROKE FORMS 1981



1983- NJAHS ESTABLISHED

Go For Broke/NJAHS Founder and Executive Director K. Tom Kawaguchi
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1986 – 1990 SOCIETY EXPANDS



1996

Diamonds in the Rough
Children of Camps Exhibit Display



1981-1997: NJAHS AT FOLSOM STREET

1990- 1997
-Expands Archives Storage
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Sansei and Women.
1990-Executive Director 
Rosalyn Tonai hired.
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1999 –STOREFRONT OPENS TO PUBLIC

NJAHS operates storefront gallery and store selling books, CDs, DVDs 
and gift items crafted by local Japanese American artists. 1st year: 
Visitorship increases 300%, $25,000 in gross sales.



1999: RESILIENT IMAGES EXHIBIT

NJAHS receives $100,000 in Cultural Initiatives, and $15,000 from SF Arts Commission



1999: PROFILES IN COURAGE CEREMONY

NJAHS continues its Park partnership with GGNRA/Nat’l Park Service and Presidio Trust at the historic  Building 640, where WWII 
Nisei soldiers secretly trained. Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi and Senator Daniel Akaka are early supporters of NJAHS efforts to
preserve this building for adaptive reuse as an interpretative center on the Japanese American experience in the Presidio.



1999

NJAHS presents its Annual Awards Tribute, honors Coram Nobis Legal Team 

Presidential Medal of Freedom Awardee Fred Korematsu, Judge Marilyn Patel, Don Tamaki, Esq.
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2000



NJAHS Peace  
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informat ion,  
re fer ra ls,  local  
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Vo lunteers  K iku
Funabik i and 
Peter  
Yamamoto

2000



2002  

NJAHS explores 
Building 640 
development in 
Presidio to enhance 
economic vitality 
and reach broader 
audience for 
Japantown
neighborhood 
community.



2002 -03: ENEMY ALIEN FILES EXHIBIT

Through consortium, NJAHS builds audience with former Latin American, Italian and 
German internees



2005: MIS RESEARCH COMMITTEE



2006

NJAHS honors past and 
present Japanese 
American family-own 
businesses
NJAHS produces DVD 
“Carrying ON” 
documenting their history 
and legacy

ON- an Obligation spanning 
generations



 NJAHS 
produces

 Mo’ Magic
 Multi-

cultural 
Youth

Concerts 
in Jtown

2010



2011 NJAHS INVOLVED IN HISTORIC 
CONTEXT STATEMENT



NJAHS par tners  
wi th  NPS,  
Pres idio Trust  
& completes a  
$4.5  mi l l ion  
rebui ld  & 
adapt ive  reuse 
of  Bui ld ing 640 
af te r  roof  
co l lapse.
Opens  the  MIS 
Histor ic  
Learn ing  
Center  in  the 
Pres idio of  San 
Franc isco  at  
h istor ic 
Bui ld ing 640

2010-
2013









2013- 640 OPENING CEREMONY

MIS Historic Learning Center in the 
Presidio Opens to the Public











2012: JCHESS: PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

In its Peace Gallery, NJAHS 
presents JCHESS Goals & 
Objectives for Japantown
Taskforce at public festivals.



2012 – 2015- NJAHS ENGAGES PUBLIC

NJAHS conducts community-based historical walking tours and docent-led exhibit 
tours as a means to inform & engage greater audiences about the history of 
Japanese in America.



2013 –NJAHS ENDORSES JCHESS



2014 VISITOR CENTER CONCEPT

Through joint efforts, NJAHS & Japantown
Taskforce develop concept plan for Visitor 
Center & kiosk through interactive audience 
surveys & an on-line portal in Peace Gallery



2014

NJAHS Storefront upgrades multi-
site POS system and expands to 
on-line retail.



2015

NJAHS Conducts ADA assessment and audience survey to determine 
upgrades to site

Annual Labor Fest program



2015

NJAHS participates as a Japantown
vendor site for SFAC’s Passport 2015



2016

NJAHS Honors SF J-town family-owned small 
businesses- Benkyo-do Confectioners, Paper Tree, 
Okamoto Realty



2017

Korematsu Fights Back booksigning 7-1-2017. 
Dec. 7th Press Conference, NJAHS Peace 
Gallery, Dec 7, 2017



2018

NJAHS sponsored 50 Years of 
Japan Center  exhibit & Artists’ Eyes 
exhibitions at 2 locations,
and J-town candle lighting procession 
for Day of Remembrance 2018



2019- EXHIBIT ENHANCEMENTS

Teacher professional 
development 
training for 
credential classroom 
teachers 

Federal grants help 
to support 
enhancements in
permanent gallery
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Filing Date: June 20, 2019 
Case No.: 2019-013312LBR 
Business Name: National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. 
Business Address: 1684 Post Street (primary); 640 Mason Street (secondary) 
Zoning: Japantown NCD (Neighborhood Commercial District) Zoning District 
 50-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0686/034 
Applicant:  Rosalyn Tonai, Executive Director 

1684 Post Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 

Nominated By: Supervisor Vallie Brown 
Located In: District 5 
Staff Contact: Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Jeff Joslin – (415) 575-9117 
 jeff.joslin@sfgov.org 

 
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

The National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. (“NJAHS”) was established in 1981, as “Go For 
Broke, Inc.,” whose purpose was to promote the military exploits of the Japanese American veterans of the 
100th Battalion/442nd Regimental Combat Team and the Military Intelligence Service during World War 
II in Europe and the Pacific. In 1983, the organization changed its name to the National Japanese American 
Historical Society to reflect its broader mission to collect, preserve, interpret and share the Japanese 
American experience for national and global audiences.  

From 1981 to 1997, NJAHS was located at 1855 Folsom Street. The organization moved to Japantown and 
was housed in the Japan Center East Mall between 1998-1999, then moved to its present location at 1684 
Post Street in 1999. Its Post Street headquarters serves the Japantown community, national membership 
and visitors with a gallery, book store/gift shop, archives, research library and visitor kiosk. 

In 2013 after two decades of planning, NJAHS opened the Military Intelligence Service (MIS) Historic 
Learning Center in Building 640 (640 Mason Street) at Crissy Field in the Presidio of San Francisco. This 
13,000-square-foot interpretive center is the original site of the historic U.S. Army Intelligence Language 
School, where Japanese American military linguists secretly trained one month before Pearl Harbor 
(November 1, 1941) and were deployed to the Pacific theater of war after graduating in May 1942. Operated 
by NJAHS as a nonprofit Park Partner tenant, the center (including replica MIS classroom, permanent 
gallery and shop) is an adaptive reuse project of the NJAHS, the Presidio Trust and Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area. NJAHS’s dual site strategy is to bring new audiences to both sites, thus enhancing the 
Japanese American experience in San Francisco. 

The business is located on the northeast corner of Post and Buchanan streets in the Japantown 
neighborhood. It is within Japantown NCD (Neighborhood Commercial District) Zoning District and a 50-
X Height and Bulk District.  

 

mailto:shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
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STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

The business was founded in 1981.  

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes. The National Japanese American Historical Society qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business 
Registry because it meets all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. The National Japanese American Historical Society has operated continuously in San 
Francisco for 38 years.  

ii. The National Japanese American Historical Society has contributed to the history and 
identity of the Japantown neighborhood and San Francisco.  

iii. The National Japanese American Historical Society is committed to maintaining the 
physical features and traditions that define the organization. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?  

Yes. The business is associated with the Japanese and Japanese-American history. 

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes. The Post Street property is the site of the former Sakai Fish Market. In 2006, Uoki Sakai was 
recognized as one of the Japantown’s most enduring and significant businesses during 
neighborhood centennial celebrations. 

The second property, 640 Mason Street in the Presidio, is located in historic Building 640 at the 
Presidio. It is significant as the former location of the U.S. Army Intelligence Language School, the 
first military language school, which opened in 1941. During its 2012 rehabilitation, the roof 
unexpectedly collapsed into the structure. The framing, trusses, and most of the foundation were 
reconstructed and seismically strengthened, and the original concrete flooring left intact. The wood 
from the ceiling was salvaged and incorporated into a new ceiling. The original windows and 
window panes were individually removed, cleaned and put back into place in the rehabilitation 
phase. 

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

The Post Street property has Planning Department Historic Resource status codes of “C” (No 
Historic Resource Present) because of the building is not age-eligible for listing on a historic 
resource registry (construction date 1982). The property is also located within the Japantown 
Cultural District. 

The Presidio property is part of the National Register of Historic Places-listed Presidio National 
Park.  

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

Yes. The business is referred to in the Japantown Historic Context Statement. 
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7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. NJAHS is identified as an important social heritage resource in the JCHESS, one of a “rich 
network of community-serving organizations and institutions [that] provide a range of services 
and benefits to the local community, as well as Japanese Americans from around the region.” The 
product of a 15-year community-led process, JCHESS is the first document in San Francisco created 
to focus specifically on how to preserve and promote a neighborhood’s cultural heritage. 

NJAHS programming has been highlighted in numerous media, including San Francisco 
Chronicle, Rafu Shimpo, Nichi Bei Times and others. The New York Times has described NJAHS 
as “as a source of Japantown’s dynamism and a model for the preservation and interpretation of a 
community’s history.” In 2010 and 2013, Japan’s Foreign Ministry recognized NJAHS for its 
“extensive contributions toward the exchange between Japan and the United States by preserving 
historical materials relating to Japanese immigration to the U.S., educating and enlightening 
citizens throughout the United States about the wartime experience of Japanese Americans, and 
undertaking wide-reaching initiatives in public education about Japanese Americans.”. 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 1684 Post Street 
• 640 Mason Street 

 
Recommended by Applicant 

• Dedicated to the preservation of cultural heritage and Japanese-American history 
• Exhibits and public programs 
• Collection of objects, documents, and photos of Japanese American World War II military, 

incarceration camp and pre-war ephemera 
• Participation in festivals, traditions, and advocacy for the Japantown community 
• Floor-to-ceiling storefront windows 

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 

• None 
  



 

www.sfplanning.org 

 

 

 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution No. ### 

HEARING DATE:  JULY 17, 2019 
 
Case No.: 2019-013312LBR 
Business Name: National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. 
Business Address: 1684 Post Street (primary); 640 Mason Street (secondary) 
Zoning: Japantown NCD (Neighborhood Commercial District) Zoning District 
 50-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0686/034 
Applicant:  Rosalyn Tonai, Executive Director 

1684 Post Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 

Nominated By: Supervisor Vallie Brown 
Located In: District 5 
Staff Contact: Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Jeff Joslin – (415) 575-9117 

jeff.joslin@sfgov.org 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR THE NATIONAL 
JAPANESE AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1684 POST 
STREET (PRIMARY LOCATION), BLOCK/LOT 0686/034 AND 640 MASON STREET (SECONDARY 
LOCATION), BLOCK/LOT 0284/025.   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, 
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing 
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and 
success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 
 

mailto:shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org


Resolution No. ### 
July 17, 2019 
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CASE NO. 2019-013310LBR 
1832 Buchanan Street 

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on July 17, 2019, the Historic Preservation Commission 
reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry 
nomination. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc. qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under 
Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to 
contribute to the community. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for National Japanese American Historical 
Society, Inc. 
 
Location(s): 

• 1684 Post Street 
• 640 Mason Street 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Dedicated to the preservation of cultural heritage and Japanese-American history 
• Exhibits and public programs 
• Collection of objects, documents, and photos of Japanese American World War II military, incarceration 

camp and pre-war ephemera 
• Participation in festivals, traditions, and advocacy for the Japantown community 
• Floor-to-ceiling storefront windows 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission 
Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2019-013310LBR to the 
Office of Small Business July 17, 2019. 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

 
AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
ADOPTED:  


