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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. is a brand and seafood restaurant on Fisherman’s Wharf opened by brothers Albert 
and Joseph Scoma in May 1965. From 1965 until the early 1990s, the Scoma brothers operated restaurants 
in four other locations: Sausalito, Marin’s Larkspur Landing center, Rancho Mirage and another San 
Francisco location by the Transamerica Pyramid. In the early 1990s, the restaurants in Larkspur and Rancho 
Mirage were sold, and a new Fish Receiving Station was constructed in 1993 on Pier 47. This station allowed 
for the offloading of fish directly from boats to the restaurant and allowed the public a view of the fish 
preparation. Scoma’s entered the retail marked in the late 2000s through the launch of “Take Us Home” for 
their crab cakes, eventually expanding to online sales in 2010. 
 
Scoma’s retains their original Fisherman’s Wharf location and continues the long-standing tradition of service 
to their guests and community. They partner with the Seafood Watch program and remain 100% sustainable, 
a value that has been an integral part of Scoma’s identity. Scoma’s commitment to environmental efforts is 
seen in their practices like recycling efforts, for which Scoma’s was honored for diverting over 90% of waste 
from landfills. In addition to recycling, Scoma’s is committed to sustainable fishing practices through the 
FLOSS philosophy (Fresh, Local, Organic, Sustainable and Seasonal), and is focused on supporting local 
fisherman, farms and businesses. In 2017, the restaurant won the Golden Gate Restaurant Association’s 
Saucy Award for Most Sustainable Restaurant. The business is located on Al Scoma Way, a street that was 
dedicated in 2002 in celebration and recognition of the dedication of Al Scoma and Scoma’s Restaurant to 
San Francisco and Fisherman’s Wharf. 
 
Scoma’s is located on the south side of Al Scoma Way between the Hyde Street Pier and Pier 45 in the 
Fisherman’s Wharf neighborhood. 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 
Yes, Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years: 
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1965 Al Scoma Way / Pier 47 from 1965 to Present (54 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. has contributed to the history and identity of the Fisherman’s Wharf 
neighborhood and San Francisco. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways 
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community: 
 
• The business is associated with the development of the culture of Fisherman’s Wharf, the practice of 

local and sustainable fishing, leadership in environmental efforts, and pier-to-plate cuisine. 
 
• The property has a Planning Department Historic Resource status codes of “B” (Unknown/Age Eligible) 

due to the building’s construction date (1965). The Al Scoma Way property is located on Fisherman’s 
Wharf, one of the most visited attractions in the state. Scoma’s has maintained a presence at 
Fisherman’s Wharf since the restaurant opened in 1965. 
 

• Scoma’s has been cited in numerous articles and publications. “Where Magazine” readers voted 
Scoma’s as a favorite restaurant in 1998 and 2001. “Newsweek Magazine” recognized Scoma’s in 2005 
for having one of the best clam chowder recipes in the country. In 2018, Scoma’s was awarded the 
People’s Choice Award at the Saucy Awards, which recognizes “the excellence of the San Francisco Bay 
Area culinary community”. Other publications that have featured Scoma’s Restaurant, including 
newsletters, travel books, and videos, are as follows: 
 Proclamation from Mayor Frank Jordan and Mayoral Dedication of the Fish Receiving Station, 

November 1993. 
 Street Naming Ceremony, Mayor Willie L. Brown Jr. dedicates Al Scoma Way, February 22, 2002. 
 Best of Citysearch, 2004 and 2011. 
 Scoma’s 40th Anniversary – Proclamations from Mayor Gavin Newsom, Senator Dianne Feinstein, 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors, May 25, 2005. 
 Food Network Barbeque with Bobby Flay, 2005. 
 Scoma’s awarded Small Business of the Year – Proclamations or Recognitions from Mayor Gavin 

Newsom, Assemblymember Mark Leno, Senator Carole Migden, May 17, 2007. 
 Michelin Guide recommendation, 2007 and 2008. 
 Travel Channel, 2007. 
 Wine Spectator annual recognition, 2010 through 2019. 
 Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence, 2015. 
 Scoma’s 50th Anniversary –Proclamations from Mayor Edwin Lee, Assembly members David Chiu 

and Phil Ting, Senator Mark Leno, June 18, 2015. 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the 
organization. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. qualifies for the Legacy 
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Pier-to-plate menu of local Pacific seafood. 
• Orange Scoma’s sign above the restaurant. 
• Mural of San Francisco located on fish receiving station. 
• Scoma’s fishing vessel. 
• Al Scoma Way street sign. 
• Leadership in environmental efforts and sustainable fishing. 
• Location on and proximity to Fisherman’s Wharf. 
 
CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for 
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Restaurant featuring seafood. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. 
currently located at 1965 Al Scoma Way in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under 
Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Program Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
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Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE JULY 22, 2019 

 
SCOMA’S RESTAURANT, INC. 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 

 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-043 
Business Name:  Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc.  
Business Address:  1965 Al Scoma Way 
District:   District 3 
Applicant:   Mariann Costello, Vice President 
Nomination Date:  May 21, 2018 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Aaron Peskin 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR 
SCOMA’S RESTAURANT, INC., CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1965 AL SCOMA WAY. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on July 22, 2019, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. in the 
Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc.: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Pier-to-plate menu of local Pacific seafood. 
• Orange Scoma’s sign above the restaurant. 
• Mural of San Francisco located on fish receiving station. 
• Scoma’s fishing vessel. 
• Al Scoma Way street sign. 
• Leadership in environmental efforts and sustainable fishing. 
• Location on and proximity to Fisherman’s Wharf. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. on the Legacy Business Registry: 
• Restaurant featuring seafood. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
July 22, 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-043 
Business Name:   Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc.  
Business Address:   1965 Al Scoma Way 
District:   District 3 
Applicant:    Mariann Costello, Vice President 
Nomination Date:   May 21, 2018 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Aaron Peskin 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
1965 Al Scoma Way / Pier 47 from 1965 to Present (54 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: N/A 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: June 20, 2019 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Program Manager, Legacy Business Program 
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SCOMA’S RESTAURANT, INC. 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

It started in May 1965 with six stools and their mother's recipes. When brothers Albert and 
Joseph Scoma heard about a small coffee shop on the Wharf that was for sale, little did they 
know they were on the road to creating a landmark restaurant. The brothers bought the tiny, 
six-stool coffee shop on Pier 47 that served local fishermen breakfast and burgers and began 
the long and ultimately successful process of turning the hidden local hang-out into one of the 
nation’s highest grossing independent restaurants: Scoma’s Restaurant. 

The Scoma brothers’ new restaurant gained immediate popularity and shortly thereafter 
started expanding. Scoma's celebrated its first anniversary with the grand opening of new 
dining room.  

Scoma's was officially a successful, well-known restaurant within its first five years of operation. 
In 1970, with partners Roland and Victor Gotti, the Scoma brothers opened a second Scoma's 
located on the water in historic Sausalito. Scoma's Sausalito, offering a premier view of San 
Francisco from its historic pier, became a popular destination for locals and visitors alike. 

Joe Scoma set out on his own in 1973, opening a restaurant in the East Bay. A few years later, 
Joe sold his restaurant and retired to Sebastopol. Al and Joe remained close and were seen 
together often in Scoma’s Restaurant enjoying each other's company in the place they started 
years before. 

Al expanded the Fisherman's Wharf location, adding an additional kitchen and dining room to 
accommodate the growing popularity. He also opened Scoma's by the Pyramid, originally called 
Don Nunzio (Al's father's first name), located in San Francisco's financial district at the foot of 
the iconic Transamerica Pyramid – a perfect location for a business lunch, happy hour or an 
event in the wine cellar. 

Scoma's is not just a restaurant, it is a brand. The expansion of the Scoma’s brand continued in 
the 1970s with the addition of a fishing boat. What better way to ensure the freshest fish and 
support the fishing industry than with its own 46-foot boat – christened “Scoma's” – launching 
Scoma's Restaurant into the commercial fishing business. In 1979, Scoma's opened location 
number four in Marin's Larkspur Landing center. Location number five opened in Rancho 



Mirage just outside of Palm Springs in 1983. Scoma’s in the Financial District was then sold to 
focus on the other four locations. 

The Fisherman’s Wharf Scoma's Restaurant added more dining rooms and moved the business 
office to a second level addition to the building. It was one of the highest grossing independent 
restaurants in the United States, recognized around the world for its fresh seafood, classic 
entrees and warm hospitality. 

The early 1990s were a time of change for the Scoma brand. The restaurants in Larkspur and 
Rancho Mirage were sold, and a new Fish Receiving Station was constructed on Pier 47 in 1993. 
Nicknamed the “FRS,” the new station replaced a previously unused structure with a state-of-
the-art fish receiving facility for offloading of fish directly from the boats and the addition of 
windows allowed the public a view of fish preparation for the restaurant. 

Joseph Scoma passed away in 1993, and Albert Scoma passed away in 2007. Al's family kept his 
legacy alive through the launch of “Take Us Home,” Scoma's entry in the retail market with its 
famous crab cakes. In 2010, Scoma’s expanded it sales to the online market, selling crab cakes 
and seafood cakes. In this new arena, Scoma's remained committed to its environmental 
philosophy, shipping frozen cakes in reusable packaging made from environmentally acceptable 
sources. Scoma's "Take Us Home" campaign increased in popularity with sales in the millions. 

Multiple family members now own Scoma’s Restaurant: Al Scoma’s three daughters, his son-in-
law, his wife (widow) and one grandson. 

Today, Scoma’s continues the long-standing tradition of service to their guests and their 
community, including their partnership with the Seafood Watch program and their 
commitment to remain 100% sustainable and continue to minimize their impact on the Earth. 
Scoma's is proud to be one of San Francisco's iconic businesses. Located in a historic 
neighborhood, Scoma’s is committed to their team members, their loyal guests, their 
community and the environment.  

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

Scoma’s has welcomed guests as an iconic San Francisco location since 1965, serving lunch and 
dinner seven days each week, thankfully, without any prolonged interruption.  

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

Scoma’s has been, and remains, a family-owned business since it was founded. In May 1965, 
brothers Al and Joe Scoma opened a small establishment on Pier 47, and with their mother’s 
recipes began the Scoma’s Restaurant. Believing in family being the root of a successful 
business, Al Scoma enlisted daughters, nieces, nephews and his son-in-law Tom Creedon (who 



is now President of Scoma’s) to build his business and carry on his legacy. Scoma’s currently is 
owned by Al Scoma’s three daughters, his son-in-law Tom, his wife (widow) and one grandson.  

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

The ownership history of Scoma’s Restaurant is as follows: 

1965 to 1973:  Albert Scoma and Joseph Scoma 
1973 to 2007:  Albert Scoma; Ann Scoma; Linda Scoma  
2007 to 2009:  Albert Scoma Trust; Ann Scoma; Linda Scoma 
2010 to Present: C. Creedon; T. Creedon; K., S., C., A. Scoma 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Documentation of the existence of the business verifying it has been in operation for 30+ years 
is provided in this Legacy Business Registry application. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The historic resource status of the building at 1965 Al Scoma Way is classified by the Planning 
Department as Category B, Unknown / Age Eligible, with regard to the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

Scoma’s has contributed to the authentic identity of Fisherman’s Wharf, working to ensure the 
fishing industry came back to the Wharf and Pier 45 after the 1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake. 
With its own fishing vessel and fish receiving dock, Scoma’s is a restaurant that adds to the 
authenticity of San Francisco’s Fisherman’s Wharf. Scoma’s President, Tom Creedon served as 
Chair of the Fisherman’s Wharf Association and as Chair of the F-Line Extension project. Today, 
the F-Line streetcar is a successful, high-ridership transit line between Castro and the Wharf. 
Scoma’s team members have served in leadership capacity for the city, small businesses, 
restaurants, visitors and conventions activities, the Fisherman’s Wharf Community Benefit 
District, the Fisherman’s Wharf Merchants Association, waterfront advisory, the Fishermen's 
and Seamen's Memorial Chapel and water quality.  



b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

Scoma’s is well-known for its Pier to Plate initiative. The business started as a coffee shop for 
fishermen and soon became a restaurant that served their daily catch. From the beginning, the 
Scoma family forged and nurtured relationships with the local fishermen who defined the 
Wharf. They tirelessly renovated Pier 47 to fit the needs of fishermen who wanted to sell their 
daily catch directly to the family rather than to large wholesalers. The fishermen always knew 
they had Scoma’s support, whether offering a hot cup of coffee at the restaurant after a hard 
day’s work or purchasing their catch directly. 

In 1993, with the Pier to Plate concept in mind, Scoma’s Restaurant built its own fish receiving 
station on Pier 47. The station permits public viewing of the wild salmon and local Dungeness 
crab being off-loaded from boats and prepared for the kitchen. 

Scoma’s participates with both the Fisherman’s Wharf Merchants Association and the 
Fisherman’s Wharf Community Benefit District. They host non-profit events like Clinic by the 
Bay’s annual anniversary fundraiser, and contribute to TEL HI Neighborhood Center, Salesian 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club events, Golden Gate Salmon Association, and East Bay Stand Down to 
name a few. The business has donated time and labor to restore the Fishermen's and Seamen's 
Memorial Chapel – Scoma’s hosts, caters, contributes and participates based on the needs of 
the organization. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

In 1998 and 2001, Scoma’s was voted a favorite restaurant by readers of Where Magazine in 
consecutive years of visitor polls. Newsweek Magazine recognized Scoma’s for having one of 
the best clam chowder recipes in the country (Jan. 10, 2005). Scoma's Restaurant was honored 
in 2018 with the People's Choice Award given at the annual Saucy Awards, a true testament to 
the commitment of Scoma’s long-standing business philosophies.  

Other publications that have featured Scoma’s Restaurant, including newspapers, newsletters, 
travel books, videos, etc.: 

• Proclamation from Mayor Frank Jordan and Mayoral Dedication of the Fish Receiving 
Station, November 1993 

• Street Naming Ceremony, Mayor Willie L. Brown Jr. dedicates Al Scoma Way, February 
22, 2002 

• Best of Citysearch, 2004 and 2011 
• Scoma’s 40th Anniversary – Proclamations from Mayor Gavin Newsom, Senator Dianne 

Fienstein, San Francisco Board of Supervisors, May 25, 2005 
• Food Network Barbeque with Bobby Flay, 2005 



• Scoma’s awarded Small Business of the Year – Proclamations or Recognitions from 
Mayor Gavin Newsom, Assemblymember Mark Leno, Senator Carole Migden, May 17, 
2007 

• Michelin Guide recommendation, 2007 and 2008  
• Travel Channel, 2007 
• Wine Spectator annual recognition, 2010 through 2019 
• Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence, 2015 
• Scoma’s 50th Anniversary – Proclamations from Mayor Edwin Lee, Assemblymembers 

David Chiu and Phil Ting, Senator Mark Leno, June 18, 2015 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Albert Scoma, co-founder of Scoma’s Restaurant was a savvy businessman who prided himself 
on going above and beyond. He turned a hidden local hangout into one of the nation’s highest 
grossing independent restaurants in a very short time. Al Scoma always believed in working 
hard, enjoying life and being the best in the business. His restaurant operating experience 
began in the late 1950s as one of the original six partners in Castagnola’s Restaurant on 
Fisherman’s Wharf. Although he loved the restaurant business, he discovered the difficulty of 
making efficient, expedient decisions with six partners. So, with his purchase of a humble café 
in 1965, Al found an outlet for all the business and life lessons he had learned. In no time, Al 
built Scoma’s into a landmark restaurant and was always in the front of the house to greet 
locals, visitors, sports stars, celebrities and anyone who walked through the door. Gracious to 
all, welcoming guests to his restaurant as he would his home, Al believed that everyone was 
special and deserved the best food and the best service when they dined at Scoma’s. He was 
honored by the City of San Francisco when the Board of Supervisors renamed Jones Alley to Al 
Scoma Way. The dedication and unveiling in 2002 was a celebration and recognition of the 
dedication of Al Scoma and Scoma's Restaurant to San Francisco and Fisherman's Wharf. 

Scoma's has hosted presidential candidates, governors, members of Congress, mayors, heads of 
state, kings and queens, singers, dancers, actors and more. The walls are filled with photos over 
the years: Senators Dianne Feinstein, Patrick Leahy and Cory Gardner; Governor Jerry Brown; 
State Senator John Burton; Supervisor Aaron Peskin; King Hussein of Jordon; Frank Sinatra; the 
rock band Train; Juan Marichal; Orlando Cepeda; Brooke Shields; Astronaut Alan Shepard; 
Assemblymember David Chiu; Former Speaker of the Assembly John Perez. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

In the new millennium, Scoma's Restaurant began to focus on the expansion of environmental 
efforts, providing leadership for the industry. Overall environmental practices include recycling, 
resource management (water, electricity) and purchasing. Scoma's was honored for its 
recycling efforts, diverting over 90 percent of waste from landfills. The restaurant won 
consecutive Golden Dumpster and Wrap awards: 



• Cory Award Golden Dumpster First Place Large Food Establishment Recycler from the 
San Francisco Department of the Environment, 2003 - 2005. 

• Wrap Award from the California Environmental Protection Agency and the California 
Integrated Waste Management Board, 2005, 2007, 2008, 2010. 

Scoma's is committed to sustainable fishing practices through the FLOSS philosophy (Fresh, 
Local, Organic, Sustainable and Seasonal) with an added focus on supporting local fisherman, 
farms and businesses. Scoma’s is committed to 100% sustainable offerings and is a proud 
partner of Seafood Watch. The restaurant won the Golden Gate Restaurant Association’s Saucy 
Award for Most Sustainable Restaurant in 2017. Scoma's Fishing Vessel was the beneficiary of a 
grant for a new engine in 2018, minimizing the impact on the ocean and the bay and ensuring 
many more years of responsible commercial fishing. The focus on sustainable practices was the 
guiding principal when Scoma's launched the Mindful Supper events in March 2019 – a dinner 
that pairs food and beverages procured from Scoma’s partners who have committed to 
sustainable practices. 

Taking a step toward alternative fuels, Scoma's retrofitted a vehicle to run on used vegetable oil 
recycled from its kitchens fondly called the "Veggie-Mobile" Scoma’s donated the remaining 
used vegetable oil to the Golden Gate Bridge District to power trucks for the crew. 

A state-of-the-art wine on tap system allows Scoma’s to serve their guests the best wines by 
the glass or carafe while eliminating over 30,000 bottles from the recycle stream. 

Scoma's has hosted fundraising efforts and contributed to a number of nonprofits including oil 
spill recovery in Louisiana and support for local nonprofit charities such as Salesian Boys and 
Girls club, Tel-Hi Neighborhood Center, Little Sisters of the Poor, East Bay Stan down for 
Homeless Veterans, Clinic by the Bay, Meals on Wheels and the San Francisco Senior Center. 
The Restaurant’s 25th anniversary in 1990 was a celebration benefiting Children with Special 
Needs.  

Scoma’s Restaurant has also contributed to the community through its participation in 
neighborhood associations. Scoma's leadership in the F-Line expansion, the Fisherman’s Wharf 
Waterfront Advisory Group and water quality helped shape the Fisherman’s Wharf 
neighborhood visited by millions annually. Scoma’s provided leadership to the Fisherman's 
Wharf Merchants, the Port Tenants Association, the Golden Gate Restaurant Association, the 
San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, the San Francisco Travel Association and the San 
Francisco Taxicab Commission. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

Scoma’s is located in Fisherman’s Wharf, one of the most visited attractions in the state. San 
Francisco and Bay Area residents and families enjoy Scoma’s, which is a part of many family 
traditions, celebrations and memorials. Numerous guests have Scoma’s stories with fond 



memories of special times at the restaurant. Scoma’s continues today as a favorite of visitors 
from around the world and around the corner.   

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

In 2015, the Scoma family remodeled the restaurant in a retro theme. The remodel included a 
new look for both the bar areas and the original dining rooms, while keeping an old school feel. 
Scoma's also launched a new bar program led by their “1965 Manhattan,” barrel aged for 1965 
hours in honor of the year Scoma's was founded.  

Othe cultural significant objects include Scoma’s iconic orange sign above the restaurant, seen 
on the television crime drama The Streets of San Francisco; a mural of San Francisco located on 
the unique fish receiving station; the Scoma’s fishing vessel berthed alongside the fish receiving 
station; and the Al Scoma Way street sign. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

If Scoma’s Restaurant were to close the neighborhood and the city would lose an iconic San 
Francisco brand that spans generations. Scoma’s is a family-owned business supporting 130 
employees with union wages and benefits, some who worked at the restaurant for 30 to 40 
years. Scoma’s is a restaurant that operates a fishing boat and a fish receiving station, 
supporting local fishermen, farmers and producers while committed to sustainable practices 
that minimize the environmental footprint. Scoma’s supports many nonprofits, and their civic 
involvement over the years has contributed to and given back to the San Francisco community. 
Scoma’s is committed to Fisherman’s Wharf, the fishing industry and city of San Francisco. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Scoma's is a classic San Francisco seafood restaurant. They serve Pacific seafood caught on 
small boats by local fishermen. Early in the morning, the fishermen bring their catch to Scoma’s 
pier, and Scoma’s chef selects the very best of the catch for the pier-to-plate menu. 

The restaurant also offers a full bar program with premium crafted cocktails and an extensive 
award-winning wine list to complement your meal. For customers arriving by car, there is free 
valet service at the door. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 



Scoma’s Restaurant is committed to maintaining its historical tradition as a seafood restaurant. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Scoma’s is committed to maintaining the iconic orange sign above the restaurant, the mural of 
San Francisco located on the fish receiving station, the Scoma’s fishing vessel and the Al Scoma 
Way street sign. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Documentation that demonstrates the business has been a seafood restaurant for 30+ years is 
included in this Legacy Business Registry application. 
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Filing Date: June 20, 2019 
Case No.: 2019-013696LBR 
Business Name: Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc.  
Business Address: 1965 Al Scoma Way  
Zoning: C-2 (Community Business) Zoning District  
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 9900/047 
Applicant:  Cheryl Scoma Creedon, Shareholder 

1965 Al Scoma Way  
San Francisco, CA 94133 

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin 
Located In: District 3 
Staff Contact: Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Jeff Joslin – 415-575-9117 
 Jeff.Joslin@sfplanning.org 

 
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. is a brand and seafood restaurant on Fisherman’s Wharf, opened by brothers 
Albert and Joseph Scoma in May 1965. From 1965 until the early 1990’s, the Scoma brothers operated 
restaurants in four other locations; Sausalito, Marin’s Larkspur Landing center, Rancho Mirage, and 
another SF location by the Transamerica Pyramid. In the early 1990’s, the restaurants in Larkspur and 
Rancho Mirage were sold, and a new Fish Receiving Station was constructed in 1993 on Pier 47. This station 
allowed for the offloading of fish directly from boats to the restaurant and allowed the public a view of the 
fish preparation. Scoma’s entered the retail marked in the late 2000’s through the launch of “Take Us 
Home” for their crab cakes, eventually expanding to online sales in 2010.  

Scoma’s retains their original Fisherman’s Wharf location and continues the long-standing tradition of 
service to their guests and community. They partner with the Seafood Watch program and remain 100% 
sustainable, a value that has been an integral part of Scoma’s identity. Scoma’s commitment to 
environmental efforts is seen in their practices like recycling efforts, for which Scoma’s was honored for 
diverting over 90% of waste from landfills. In addition to recycling, Scoma’s is committed to sustainable 
fishing practices through the FLOSS philosophy (Fresh, Local, Organic, Sustainable, and Seasonal), and is 
focused on supporting local fisherman, farms, and businesses. In 2017 the restaurant won the Golden Gate 
Restaurant Association’s Saucy Award for Most Sustainable Restaurant. The business is located on Al 
Scoma Way, a street that was dedicated in 2002 in celebration and recognition of the dedication of Al Scoma 
and Scoma’s Restaurant to San Francisco and Fisherman’s Wharf.  

Scoma’s is located on the south side of Al Scoma Way between the Hyde Street Pier and Pier 45 in the 
Fisherman’s Wharf neighborhood. It is within the C-2 (Community Business) Zoning District and a 40-X 
Height and Bulk District.  

 

mailto:shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
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STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

The business was founded in May 1965.  

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes. Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets 
all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. has operated continuously in San Francisco for 54 years. 

ii. Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. has contributed to the history and identity of the Fisherman’s 
Wharf neighborhood and San Francisco.  

iii. Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. is committed to maintaining the physical features and 
traditions that define the organization. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?  

Yes. The business is associated with the development of the culture of Fisherman’s Wharf, the 
practice of local and sustainable fishing, leadership in environmental efforts, and pier-to-plate 
cuisine.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes. The Al Scoma Way property is located on Fisherman’s Wharf, one of the most visited 
attractions in the state. Scoma’s has maintained a presence at Fisherman’s Wharf since the 
restaurant opened in 1965.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. The property has a Planning Department Historic Resource status codes of “B” (Unknown/Age 
Eligible) due to the building’s construction date (1965). 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No.  

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. Scoma’s has been cited in numerous articles and publications. “Where Magazine” readers 
voted Scoma’s as a favorite restaurant in 1998 and 2001. “Newsweek Magazine” recognized 
Scoma’s in 2005 for having one of the best clam chowder recipes in the country. In 2018, Scoma’s 
was awarded the People’s Choice Award at the Saucy Awards, which recognizes “the excellence 
of the San Francisco Bay Area culinary community”. Other publications that have featured Scoma’s 
Restaurant, including newsletters, travel books, and videos, are as follows:  

• Proclamation from Mayor Frank Jordan and Mayoral Dedication of the Fish Receiving 
Station, November 1993 

• Street Naming Ceremony, Mayor Willie L. Brown Jr. dedicates Al Scoma Way, February 
22, 2002 
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• Best of Citysearch, 2004 and 2011 
• Scoma’s 40th Anniversary – Proclamations from Mayor Gavin Newsom, Senator Dianne 

Fienstein, San Francisco Board of Supervisors, May 25, 2005 
• Food Network Barbeque with Bobby Flay, 2005 
• Scoma’s awarded Small Business of the Year – Proclamations or Recognitions from Mayor 

Gavin Newsom, Assembly member Mark Leno, Senator Carole Migden, May 17, 2007 
• Michelin Guide recommendation, 2007 and 2008 
• Travel Channel, 2007 
• Wine Spectator annual recognition, 2010 through 2019 
• Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence, 2015 
• Scoma’s 50th Anniversary –Proclamations from Mayor Edwin Lee, Assembly members 

David Chiu and Phil Ting, Senator Mark Leno, June 18, 2015 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 1965 Al Scoma Way 

 
Recommended by Applicant 

• Pier-to-plate menu of local Pacific seafood 
• Orange Scoma’s sign above the restaurant 
• Mural of San Francisco located on fish receiving station 
• Scoma’s fishing vessel  
• Al Scoma Way street sign 
• Leadership in environmental efforts and sustainable fishing  

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 

• Location on and proximity to Fisherman’s Wharf 
 

  



 

www.sfplanning.org 

 

 

 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution No. ### 

HEARING DATE:  JULY 17, 2019 
 
Case No.: 2019-013696LBR 
Business Name: Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc.  
Business Address: 1965 Al Scoma Way  
Zoning: C-2 (Community Business) Zoning District  
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 9900/047 
Applicant:  Cheryl Scoma Creedon, Shareholder 

1965 Al Scoma Way  
San Francisco, CA 94133 

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin 
Located In: District 3 
Staff Contact: Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Jeff Joslin – 415-575-9117 
 Jeff.Joslin@sfplanning.org 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR SCOMA’S 
RESTAURANT, INC. CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1965 AL SCOMA WAY, BLOCK/LOT 9900/047. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, 
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing 
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and 
success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on July 17, 2019, the Historic Preservation Commission 
reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry 
nomination. 

mailto:shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
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CASE NO. 2019-013696LBR 
1965 Al Scoma Way 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 years or more and has continued to contribute to the community. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Scoma’s Restaurant, Inc. 
 
Location(s): 

• 1965 Al Scoma Way 
 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Pier-to-plate menu of local Pacific seafood 
• Orange Scoma’s sign above the restaurant 
• Mural of San Francisco located on fish receiving station 
• Scoma’s fishing vessel  
• Al Scoma Way street sign 
• Leadership in environmental efforts and sustainable fishing  
• Location on and proximity to Fisherman’s Wharf 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission 
Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2019-013696LBR to the 
Office of Small Business July 17, 2019. 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

 
AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
ADOPTED:  


