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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report 
 

HEARING DATE DECEMBER 9, 2019 
 
 

COMMUNITY MUSIC CENTER 
 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2018-19-016 
Business Name:  Community Music Center 
Business Address:  544 Capp Street and 741 30th Avenue 
District:   District 9 and District 1 
Applicant:   Polly Springhorn, Grant Writer 
Nomination Date:  October 22, 2018 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Community Music Center (“CMC”) was founded in September 1921 and officially incorporated in 1939. The 
mission of the organization is to make high quality music accessible to people of all ages, backgrounds and 
abilities, regardless of financial means. The center began life as a community organization and was launched 
and supported with community philanthropy. The students were neighborhood children, mostly recent 
immigrants, who not only learned music at 544 Capp Street but came together there with their families 
around music, forming community in their new home country. 
 
In 1953, the Community Music School was renamed Community Music Center, and the IRS granted 
501(c)(3) non-profit status in 1958. The seventies saw the launch of CMC’s Latin Music programming with 
the founding of Coro Hispano, supported by a California Arts Council residency grant. Ever since then, CMC 
has offered Latin music instruction and performance opportunities. In 1983, CMC opened its Richmond 
District Branch at 741 30th Avenue, with many Mission District programs duplicated there and new programs 
created attuned to the Richmond District’s needs. 
 
In 2012, the organization purchased the Victorian house next door at 552 Capp Street to house additional 
large classroom teaching space for ensembles and group classes, another recital hall for performances and 
needed staff space. The realization of this expansion, planned for CMC’s 100th anniversary in 2021, will 
greatly improve CMC’s services and their ability to sustain their tuition-free programs and launch new 
programs that address critical community needs. 
 
The primary business address is located on the west side of Capp Street between 20th and 21st streets in 
the Mission neighborhood. 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
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Yes, Community Music Center has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years: 
 
544 Capp Street from 1921 to Present (98 years). 
741 30th Avenue from 1983 to Present (36 years). 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, Community Music Center has contributed to the history and identity of the Mission and Richmond 
neighborhoods and San Francisco. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways 
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community: 
 
• The business is associated with the art of music. 
 
• The Capp Street property has a Planning Department Historic Resource status codes of “A” (Historic 

Resource Present) due to its survey status of eligible for listing on the California Register. The property 
was surveyed by the Planning Department in 2010 and was found to be individually eligible for listing for 
its architecture and cultural association. The 30th Avenue property has not been evaluated for historical 
significance and is listed with a status code of “B” (Requires Further Research).  
 

• CMC has received numerous awards and accolades, including proclamations and resolutions from the 
San Francisco Mayor’s Office and Board of Supervisors, the California State Assembly, the California 
State Senate, the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate. Community Music Center has 
received the following awards and/or commendations: 
 In 2008, CMC won a San Francisco Bay Guardian Best of the Bay Award for "Best Music 

Organization." 
 In 2012, CMC was ranked by Philanthropedia as one of San Francisco’s top nonprofits making a 

significant impact in art and culture. 
 In 2016, KPIX included CMC on its list of the best music education organizations in the Bay Area: 

https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/top-lists/best-music-classes-for-kids-in-the-bay-area/. 
 Video of Mark Leno wishing CMC a happy 95th anniversary: https://youtu.be/TE2AUJ5Ly00. 
 In 2019, CNN produced a segment on CMC’s Older Adult Choir Program for their program Living 

Well: https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/12/health/singing-in-choir-can-help-lonely-older-adults-
sw/index.html. 

 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, Community Music Center is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the 
organization. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Community Music Center qualifies for the Legacy 
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions. 
 

https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/top-lists/best-music-classes-for-kids-in-the-bay-area/
https://youtu.be/TE2AUJ5Ly00
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/12/health/singing-in-choir-can-help-lonely-older-adults-sw/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/12/health/singing-in-choir-can-help-lonely-older-adults-sw/index.html
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Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Its mission to make music accessible to people of all ages, backgrounds and abilities, regardless of their 

financial means 
• Its commitment to diversity. 
• Its responsiveness to the communities that they serve. 
• The 544 Capp Street garden, courtyard and house. 
 
CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for 
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Music school. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Community Music Center 
currently located at 544 Capp Street and 741 30th Avenue in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy 
Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Program Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
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Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE DECEMBER 9, 2019 

 
COMMUNITY MUSIC CENTER 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 

 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2018-19-016 
Business Name:  Community Music Center 
Business Address:  544 Capp Street and 741 30th Avenue 
District:   District 9 and District 1 
Applicant:   Polly Springhorn, Grant Writer 
Nomination Date:  October 22, 2018 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR 
COMMUNITY MUSIC CENTER, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 544 CAPP STREET AND 741 30TH 
AVENUE. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 9, 2019, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Community Music Center in the 
Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at Community Music Center: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Its mission to make music accessible to people of all ages, backgrounds and abilities, regardless of their 

financial means 
• Its commitment to diversity. 
• Its responsiveness to the communities that they serve. 
• The 544 Capp Street garden, courtyard and house. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain Community Music Center on the Legacy Business Registry: 
• Music school. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
December 9, 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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Application No.:  LBR-2018-19-016 
Business Name:   Community Music Center Board of Trustees 
Business Address:   544 Capp Street and 741 30th Avenue 
District:   District 9 and District 1 
Applicant:    Polly Springhorn, Grant Writer 
Nomination Date:   October 22, 2018 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
544 Capp Street from 1921 to Present (98 years). 
741 30th Avenue from 1983 to Present (36 years). 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: N/A 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: October 23, 2019 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Program Manager, Legacy Business Program 
 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 
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Member, Board of Supervisors 
District 9 

 
 

HILLARY RONEN 

 
 
 
City and County of San Francisco

 
October 22nd, 2018 
 
Richard Kurylo, Legacy Business Program Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
San Francisco Office of Small Business 
LegacyBusiness@sfgov.org. 
 
Dear Mr. Kurylo: 
 
I am writing to nominate Community Music Center to the Legacy Business Registry. CMC is located at 544 
Capp St. in the heart of the Mission District. For close to a century, the beloved CMC has been nurturing the 
souls of children of all ages through offering all levels of music instruction, choral participation, and fabulous 
performances. Since 1921, the Community Music Center has been serving and educating San Franciscan 
children and adults of all ethnic and economic backgrounds. It is housed in a rambling, charming and historic 
Italianate Victorian with an adjacent carriage house converted to a concert hall. The mission of Community 
Music Center is to make high quality music accessible to all people, regardless of their financial means. CMC 
now provides classes to over 2,600 students each year on 30 different instruments and in musical genres 
from Jazz and Blues to Western Classical to Latin and Middle Eastern music.  

 CMC experienced strong growth over the years; they thrived because their philosophy was to hire the best 
available music instructors and serve all children, irrespective of race – years before the Civil Rights 
Movement took hold of the nation. The seventies saw the launch of CMC’s Latin Music programming with 
the founding of Coro Hispano, supported by a California Arts Council residency grant. Ever since then, CMC 
has offered Latin music instruction and performance opportunities. CMC has contributed to preserving and 
promoting the evolving historic cultural identity of the Mission, its residents, and the city of San Francisco. 
The Center has cemented a strong relationship with the local community by lending itself as a resource for 
neighborhood organizations and by providing entertainment in community traditions such as, Carnaval, Dia 
de los Muertos, Cinco de Mayo, and even mayoral inaugurations.  

Community Music Center’s steadfast contributions to our community have made it vital part of the musical 
and cultural fabric of the City.  It is my distinct honor to nominate Community Music Center to become part 
of San Francisco’s Legacy Business Registry. 

Sincerely, 

 

Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 



Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section One:
Business / Applicant Information. Provide the following information:

The name, mailing address, and other contact information of the business;

The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners, identify the person(s)
with the highest ownership stake in the business;

The name, title, and contact information of the applicant;

The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the Secretary of State, if
applicable.

NAME OF BUSINESS:

BUSINESS OWNER(S) (identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business)

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:

( )

EMAIL:

WEBSITE: FACEBOOK PAGE: YELP PAGE

APPLICANT’S NAME

Same as Business

APPLICANT’S TITLE

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS: TELEPHONE:

( )

EMAIL:

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER: SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (if applicable):

OFFICIAL USE: Completed by OSB Staff
NAME OF NOMINATOR: DATE OF NOMINATION:
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Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS: ZIP CODE: START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS? DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No Yes

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:
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COMMUNITY MUSIC CENTER 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Community Music Center (“CMC”) was founded in September 1921 and officially incorporated 
with the Secretary of State on January 25, 1939. The mission of the organization is to make high 
quality music accessible to people of all ages, backgrounds and abilities, regardless of financial 
means. 

Community Music Center had its start in September 1918 when Lillie Bernheimer Lilienthal and 
Harriet Selma Rosenthal established the San Francisco Community Music School as part of the 
Dolores Street Girls’ Club Settlement. Only three years later, in 1921, the Community Music 
School outgrew the Girls’ Club and established its permanent home at 544 Capp Street under 
the direction of Gertrude Field, who came to San Francisco in 1912 from the Mannes School of 
Music in New York. Miss Field was a former nurse, violin teacher and settlement house worker. 
KDFC’s Dianne Nicolini narrates more of Miss Field’s story at https://youtu.be/s_Op_rsVUuQ.  

The Community Music School began life as a community organization, an identity which all 
stakeholders cherish and nurture to this day, and was launched and supported with community 
philanthropy. The founding Board of Trustees included Lillie Bernheimer Lilienthal, Florence 
Isabelle “Bella” Gerstle Fleishhacker, Bertha Greenewald Sloss, Frances Jacobi Hellman, 
Florence Hellman Ehrman, Mary Ives Crocker, Alice Greenewald Greene, Edith Pillsbury Bliss, 
and Mary Marsh Fitzhugh. The students were neighborhood children, mostly recent 
immigrants, who not only learned music at 544 Capp Street but came together there with their 
families around music, forming community in their new home country. CMC became a founding 
beneficiary of the Community Chest (now the United Way) in 1922. In 1926, Bella Fleishhacker 
donated funds to convert the 544 Capp Street carriage house into the Concert Hall, where CMC 
still holds choir rehearsals, ensemble rehearsals and free or low-cost concerts. 

Gertrude Field and her Board led CMC through strong growth in the 1920s and 1930s, and CMC 
was incorporated 1939. In 1945, the Board authorized her to hire the best available music 
instructors irrespective of their race – years before the Civil Rights Movement took hold of the 
nation. In 1946, Miss Field retired. 

In 1953, the Community Music School was renamed Community Music Center, and the IRS 
granted 501(c)(3) non-profit status in 1958. The seventies saw the launch of CMC’s Latin Music 
programming with the founding of Coro Hispano, supported by a California Arts Council 
residency grant. Ever since then, CMC has offered Latin music instruction and performance 
opportunities. In 1983, CMC opened its Richmond District Branch at 741 30th Avenue, with 

https://youtu.be/s_Op_rsVUuQ


many Mission District programs duplicated there and new programs created attuned to the 
Richmond District’s needs. 

In 1987, CMC partnered with the San Francisco Unified School District to develop the first 
version of the Young Musicians Program, which offered free theory, musicianship and ensemble 
classes to middle schoolers. In 1991, this program became the Inner City Young Musicians 
Program, specifically for low-income middle schoolers, which expanded in 1996 to admit high 
school students and took back its previous name, the Young Musicians Program. YMP currently 
serves 97 students, ages 11-18. CMC still considers the SFUSD its main collaborator and 
essential to attracting and retaining students for the YMP. 

In 2006, CMC piloted the Mission District Young Musicians Program (MDYMP), a tuition-free 
program focused on Latin music for students of low-income families who live or attend school 
in the Mission District. Other local community-responsive programs followed, including the 
Older Adult Choir Program launched in 2013, now serving 400 older adults in 14 choirs 
throughout San Francisco; and in 2018 the New Voices Bay Area TIGQ Chorus for transgender, 
intersex, and gender-queer singers. 

In 2011, CMC launched a capital campaign for expansion of its Mission District campus. In 2012, 
the organization purchased the Victorian house next door at 552 Capp Street as Phase I of the 
campaign. This property will house additional large classroom teaching space for ensembles 
and group classes, another recital hall for performances and needed staff space. The realization 
of this expansion, planned for CMC’s 100th anniversary in 2021, will greatly improve CMC’s 
services and their ability to sustain their tuition-free programs, and launch new programs that 
address critical community needs. After completion, the CMC Mission District campus will be 
fully accessible. 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

CMC opened its doors in September 1921 and has operated continuously since then, closing 
only briefly for renovations. Operations always continued off-site during renovations. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

CMC has always been a non-profit organization governed by a Board of Directors. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

CMC was founded in September 1921 and incorporated in 1939. The original 1939 Articles of 
Incorporation, in the name of “San Francisco Community Music School,” have been lost, but 
amendments were filed in 1950, 1953 (when the name changed to “Community Music 
Center”), 1992 and 1993. CMC was confirmed as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization by the 
Internal Revenue Service on November 17, 1958. 



e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Materials that demonstrate the existence of Community Music Center for 30+ years are 
included in the Legacy Business Registry application.  

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

CMC’s headquarters at 544 Capp Street is an Italianate Victorian house occupied at least since 
1884. In 1946, Emilia Hodel wrote, “The Community Music School is situated in a gracious 
house that is one of the City’s few remaining oldsters. It is estimated at 75 years. The grounds 
have all been planted by pupils over the 25 years. Miss Field has kept a planting map and very 
often adults, once her pupils, will stop by to look at the bushes they once tended.” (The full 
article is attached to this application.) 

The historic resource status of 544 Capp Street is categorized by the Planning Department as 
“Category A” (Historic Resource Present) with regard to the California Environmental Quality 
Act. It appears to be eligible for listing on the California Register as an individual property 
through survey evaluation.  

The historic resource status of 741-745 30th Avenue is categorized by the Planning Department 
as “Category B” (Unknown / Age Eligible) with regard to the California Environmental Quality 
Act. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

CMC partners with many neighborhood organizations including the Mission Cultural Center, the 
Mission Neighborhood Center, Bethany Senior Housing and the Brava Theater to provide 
musical programming in the Mission District. Since 1987, CMC has worked with SFUSD to offer 
the Young Musicians Program to low-income public school students aged 11-18, and currently 
provides a host of music programs in Title I schools, including SFUSD’s hallmark Mariachi 
program. The Mission District Young Musicians Program takes free music education to the next 
level with an immersive bilingual program focused exclusively on Latin music.  

Since 1990, CMC has partnered with San Francisco Performances to present the Concerts with 
Conversation series in their Concert Hall. They provide approximately $2.1 million in subsidized 
and free tuition each year, and 60% of their students receive some type of financial assistance. 
CMC serves more than 2,700 students citywide, with approximately 1,500 in the Mission, and 
has a long-standing relationship with the San Francisco Board of Supervisors. 



b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

Since the 1940s, CMC ensembles have performed at Carnaval, Dia de los Muertos and Cinco de 
Mayo festivities in the Mission District. Student groups have performed at many San Francisco 
mayoral inaugurations, and members of the Children’s Chorus sang in the opening ceremony of 
the 1985 Super Bowl. More recently, CMC students participated in some of the very first flash 
mobs, singing on cable cars. With the founding of the New Voices Bay Area TIGQ Chorus, CMC 
participation in the annual Pride festivities is assured; and NVBA has already performed in 
Transgender Day of Remembrance and AIDS Memorial Quilt Anniversary concerts and the 
annual Fresh Meat Festival. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

CMC has received numerous awards and accolades, including proclamations and resolutions 
from the San Francisco Mayor’s Office and Board of Supervisors, the California State Assembly, 
the California State Senate, the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate. 

In 2008, CMC won a San Francisco Bay Guardian Best of the Bay Award for "Best Music 
Organization." 

In 2012, CMC was ranked by Philanthropedia as one of San Francisco’s top nonprofits making a 
significant impact in art and culture. 

In 2016, KPIX included CMC on its list of the best music education organizations in the Bay Area: 
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/top-lists/best-music-classes-for-kids-in-the-bay-area/. 

Video of Mark Leno wishing CMC a happy 95th anniversary: https://youtu.be/TE2AUJ5Ly00. 

In 2019, CNN produced a segment on CMC’s Older Adult Choir Program for their program Living 
Well: https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/12/health/singing-in-choir-can-help-lonely-older-adults-
sw/index.html 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Gertrude Field was CMC’s founding Director. The founding Board of Trustees included Lillie 
Bernheimer Lilienthal, Florence Isabelle “Bella” Gerstle Fleishhacker, Bertha Greenewald Sloss, 
Frances Jacobi Hellman, Florence Hellman Ehrman, Mary Ives Crocker, Alice Greenewald 
Greene, Edith Pillsbury Bliss, and Mary Marsh Fitzhugh. 

CMC has had the honor of hosting a wide range of notable artists at 544 Capp Street over its 
history. These have included Emmanuel Ax, Karl Ulrich Schnabel, Jennifer Koh, Joe Pass, Marcus 
Roberts, Regina Carter (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUyqNh9-uE0&feature=youtu.be), 
Frederica von Stade, Jake Heggie, Jascha Heifetz, Dawn Upshaw, Andre Watts, Max Roach, Dr. 
Billy Taylor, Ruth Laredo, Pepe Romero, Richard Goode, Kronos Quartet, Chanticleer and Jack 
Benny. 

https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/top-lists/best-music-classes-for-kids-in-the-bay-area/
https://youtu.be/TE2AUJ5Ly00
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/12/health/singing-in-choir-can-help-lonely-older-adults-sw/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/12/health/singing-in-choir-can-help-lonely-older-adults-sw/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUyqNh9-uE0&feature=youtu.be


Opera singer Lucine Amara and pop singer Johnny Mathis were both CMC alumni. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

CMC demonstrates its commitment through its responsiveness to community needs. This 
ongoing process has brought programs such as Coro Hispano, the Mission District Young 
Musicians Program and the New Voices Bay Area TIGQ Chorus into being. $2.1 million in need-
based financial assistance keeps CMC accessible to everyone, regardless of economic 
circumstance. In the same spirit, CMC offers the Children’s Chorus, Teen Jazz Orchestra, Young 
Musicians Program and Older Adult Choir Program completely free of charge.  

As the Mission District evolved, CMC evolved as well, always reflecting the local community. 
CMC to this day is committed to a mission of access and serving students of every ethnicity and 
background, the poor and the disenfranchised. Willingness is the only prerequisite for learning 
at CMC, and its warm, welcoming, friendly atmosphere is, we imagine, the same that greeted 
students nearly 100 years ago.  

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

In fiscal year 2018-2019, CMC served 3,106 students aged 1 to 99. More than 60% were 
students of color, reflecting the makeup of the Mission and Richmond districts. Over 2018-
2019, CMC hosted over 200 free or low-cost concerts for over 17,000 attendees. 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

CMC has been headquartered in 544 Capp Street for almost 100 years. Throughout our history, 
we have seen to the care and preservation of our Italianate Victorian home, despite operating 
at times on a shoestring budget. Care of our Concert Hall (added in 1926; renovated in 1953 
and 2006), courtyard and garden, as well as the house, has remained a priority. The most 
recent significant renovation to the house was in 1985, which added an upstairs addition 
consisting of four new practice rooms and an administrative office suite. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

A relocation or shutdown of the Community Music Center, or indeed any significant change in 
its mission, would adversely affect over 3,100 students ages 1 to 99 who benefit from open 
access to music education. CMC’s identity and services are historically and currently designed 
to reflect the Mission District. The district is mentioned in the organization’s newly-adopted 
Vision Statement. Their newly-approved Strategic Plan, with its mandate to expand free and 
low-cost programming and increase need-based financial assistance, would feel misaligned in 
any other part of San Francisco. 

In particular, 50 members of New Voices Bay Area, and 400 members of CMC’s Older Adult 
Choirs, could lose the social connections and enhancements to well-being their choirs provide. 
Also affected would be 113 faculty members, who would lose their employment. The San 



Francisco public schools would suffer from the loss of CMC as a collaborator, which has 
enhanced music programming in the San Francisco Unified School District. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

The CMC is distinguished by its mission to make music accessible to people of all ages, 
backgrounds and abilities, regardless of their financial means; by its commitment to diversity; 
and by its responsiveness to the communities they serve. Passing through the blue gates of 544 
Capp Street into the garden and sheltering courtyard and into the warm and charming house 
can feel like entering a bygone era, but CMC is a modern organization striving to embody the 
diversity and verve of the district and city it calls home. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

We continue in the proud tradition of our founders by continuing to offer free classes and 
ensembles, free and low-cost performances, and a wide array of need-based tuition assistance 
including sliding-scale tuition, scholarships, and work-study. We continue to offer an excellent 
music education in an environment which is warm, welcoming, and inclusive of people from all 
ages, races, backgrounds, and income levels. Hearkening back to its origins as a settlement 
house program, CMC will always be a place for people from disparate walks of life to meet and 
find community. It will always be a place where world-renowned concert soloists and 
ensembles volunteer to give concerts and masterclasses, and make connections with CMC 
students. 

CMC will continue developing programs that meet student and community needs, with the 
Young Musicians Program, the Mission District Young Musicians Program, Coro Hispano, the 
Older Adult Choir Program, and New Voices Bay Area being just a few examples. We will 
continue to recruit diverse faculty members who represent the musical and cultural traditions 
to be taught and the students to be served, in keeping with the Board’s resolution, in 1945, 
directing Gertrude Field to hire the best faculty regardless of race. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Throughout the CMC’s history, Board and staff have treasured the house at 544 Capp Street 
and sought to preserve its essential character. The front garden, lovingly tended by young 
students in CMC’s first years, the courtyard, where the school’s chamber orchestra is shown 
playing in 1920s photographs, are still in place. Original doors, windows and stairway banisters 
recall the 1880s when 544 Capp Street was first built. 



d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Historical photographs of 544 Capp Street are attached, showing the house’s exterior, 
courtyard and garden over the decades. 



































OFFICERS 

Victor RaMirez 
Joe Idunos 
John Heinbockel 
Nick Cechini 
Florence Stone 
Wilmot Groth 
John Eichorn 
Betty More. 

Mrs. Eichorn, the President of 
the Parents Club, wishes to extend 
a sincere welcome to all Parent;, 
both old and new. 

The Parents Club hope soon to 
plan an event for the benefit of 
the Scholarship Fund. 

cMs 

TTY 

OF.. THE .COWAUNITY MUSIC .SCHOOL 

liblumn VI 	 October 1 1933' Number 1  

I"Music is a moral 	 It is. the essence- of order 4nd leads 
:to all that is goOdi  just and beaUtiful" 	 Plato 

eMs 

 

eMs 

  

As I look around me at the 
beginning of our new season, my 
thirteenth here at the School, 
(good omen!) and see the old faces 

:back, along with the new ones, I 
'am struck with the new sense of 

: the permanent value of all out 
years of companionship in music. 

'Two things I see happening - 
when I see a face, somettrbeg a 

,very young one,.touched with awe 
'a.t the beauty of a fine passage 
in music, lit with something of 
the divine fire, I know that 
little by little, as he prepares 
himself through the years to 
allow gxSat music to speak thru 
him, his own thought and feeling 
and so his life itself is be-
coming finer and greater. 

When I see a group abSorbed 
in working .)11 some great string 
quartet, or other piece of em-
semble,.unconscious of their 
differences in color or creed, or 
circumstances,working in great 
good fellowship, with enthusiasm 
for the other fellows good per. 
for mance and sympathetic under-
standing of his difficulty, I 
know that nusic is there helping 
to make "world citizens", help. 
to,  make a more harmonious and a 

more sympathetic world for human 
beingS to live in. 

Gertrude Field. 

cMs 

Treasurer 
Assistant 

JUNIOR 

President 
V.President 
Secretary 
Assistants 

Your Junicr President 
Victor Ramirez" 

THE PARENTS CLUB 

Fellow Students: 

How did you enjoy your 
vacations.? 	I presume you all .had 
a nice vacation somewhere in the 
wide'open Spaces. -After ,  this 
kind of atmosphere you find it 
rather hard to come back to the 
school again and resume your music 
but as you know - play alwaye 
comes after Work: 

With theSe fcw lineg I wish toy 
welcome you back to tie school for 
a highly successful and enjoyable 
term. 
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ellow Seniors: 

The Student-Body Offtoers 
welcome you back to a new year of 
activity at the School. We hope 
to make this a year of achievements 
We are not asking for a One* deal" 
because last year was tremendously 

A successful with Talter Lorenz oc-
copying the President's Chair, and 

q I think that Walter had something 
A on tlie catds. But tf that some-
. :,thing was WORK AND COOPERATION, 

'"zee is no reason why we cannot 
!2 even more successful this year. 

Although this organization is 
..lt e. few years old, we have some 
ry fine traditions to carry on. 

Halloweten Party and Initiation 
f.-5 one, the Christmas Party is 
nother, the Jinx another. But the 

firit tradition is the turning 
(- .f the Student _BodyTreasury 

lalusce to the Scholarship Fund. 
year the Seniors were able to 

c,:,nt7ibute more than Sixty Dollars. 
Tho 	drawback to this splendid 
tradition is that it leaves the 

► treasury quite empty at the beginn-
ing of the next year. So lets 
sat a 	tradition this year-- 
ALT, 	 PAY THEIR DUES AT THE 

GF THE TERM (50fX a year) 
lest you forget, - The Keynote 

c 2a raper. Tell us what you 
tbirk .44uld improve the paper, or 

btllnt-Body, or the School. - 
CDr, yo,1 suggest any new activities 

th- studente would enjoy? 
Do yru know a plarrof organization 

-nig.qt be better adapted to 
c-ar. ec.nd.i.tione? Can you make any 
:'1;c4E7ti-,ns or criticims that 

1-W.._p us? If you can, put  

them in the Keynote Box in 
office. Remember, everything we 
have here at the School is for 
your benefit. 	If we can do any- 
thing more to help you, just let 
us know what it is, and it will b, 
done, if possible, But- remember 
too that we. also need your help 
and cooperation in order to uphol_ 
our ideals. And so we ask each az 
every one of you.  to do his share 
and to work with us to help YOU 
get the most help and enjoyment 
from your association with the 
Community Music School. 

Emmet Peterson 
Senior President. 

While reading the Diary of 
Samuel Pepys, I cane upon the fo 
ing comment made: by Pepys. 
---"But that which did please me 1: 
yond anything in the whole world v 
the wind musique when the angel 
comes down, which is so sweet t r. 
it ravished me, and indeed, in 7 

word, did wrap up my soul so 
it made me really sick, just as „. 
have formerly been when in 1,)7=.; 

with my wife; that neither t.en, 
nor all the evening gcin,:f 
at home, I was able to think at' 
thing, but remained all night t -
ported, so as I could not belie-
that ever any music hath that 
command over the soul of a marl 
this did upon me, and make mc c -
solve to practice wind-mueic_;. ,, 
to make my wife do the like." 

Ruby Gidlow. 



A highschool boy wanted to pay fo r 
his lessOns with the earnings of 
one. day a week which were to have 
paid for his lunches. A father 
whose family is supported by the 
Jewish Social Service Bureauwas 
willing to spend all.o' his time 
peddling a small article frog_; doo 
to door in orddr to-provide a 
music education for his daughter.. 

For.  Such desire and sacrific 
there Inust be some recognit ion. 
Must the child's cry to fiddle be 
entirely hushed because he must 
have food? 

The Survey. 
September 1933. 

SENIOR SrLUDEUT BODY OFFICERS 

1911 1934 

President 	Em.f.et Peterson 

Vice-Pres. 	Walter Lorenz 
Jules Eichorn 

  

Edith Winthrop 
Ruby Gidlow 

 

Treasurer 
Assistant 

Secretary 

Assistants 

  

  

    

 

Kathleen 
Enzenbacher 

Mrs. Strong 
Mary Centini 
Muriel Brivot 

  

    

     

     

Miss Field's Orchestra 

The orchestra rehearsals undd r 
the direction of lades Field begin 
Monday evening, October 2,1931 in 
the School Auditorium at seven 
o'clock. 

cT 
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FIDDLES and FOOD 
By Martha Cruikshank Ramsey 

rector Cleveland Music School 
Settlement 

"Whir teach him.to fiddle when 
i.e needs-food?" -Numberless times, 
Ln numberless ways the question is 
put 'tO 	,Of course the reasonabl 
indsays,"Food comes first" yet out 

Df the comings and goings at the 
Cleveland Music Sehool Settlement, 
r)ut of the daily conversations with 
carents and children who come to 
the door; emerges a conviction that 
confutes reason, a - ctrtainty that 
the hungry.themselveS• long for 
thdngs other than bread._____ 

In these days I am surer than 
ever that a child's ability and de-
cire to study are reason enough for 

studying. What difference the 
economic state of the nation? 

If this has been _important in 
years gone by, it is doubly import-
ant now when the child, surrounded. 
"ny an atmosphere of insecurity has 
little enough opportunity for es-
cape. Blessed is he who can have 
the assurance that after all, there 
are certain values in this world 
which are enduring: 

For those agencies that believ 
in the visionings of parents for 
their children and in the artistic 
yearnings of the child, these are 
trying days. 	With decreased earn- 
ings.and reductions of contribution 
it.  is hard to say which tAk is the 
more difficult: 'to turn away gifted 
children.who cannot afford to pays 
a minimum fee, or to accept even 
that minimum from parents for whom 
the sacrifice is truly too great. 

An unemployed musician pains-
takingly copied the Scarlatti 
Pastorale from a library copy that 
his daughter might have it to study 1 



The Former 8 Sc .  H.Quartet 

The f orme r S & H -quart et is 
asking the subscribers of the 
Keynote for suggestions for a new 
name for our quartet. 

•Those having suggestions, 
please leave them with Miss Wright 
in the Office. 

Harold Fish is absent, and 
for the time being, Joe St illwel 1 
is taking his. place at the fourth 
violin stand. 

Gartrell Dominey 
Philip Lastina 

ciIs 

Miss MacLeod's Orchestra has 
begun the new term with several 
new S.J.te. 	Most of the -old 
members have returned, . entering 
Miss Bigelow' s Orchestra. The 
promoted ones usually. ccle back 
and join the Orchestra.- 

The election of officers was 
held at the first rehearsal and 
the following elected: 

President 
V. Pr e 4.den t 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

Evelyn Leater 
Edna We ale 
Bernice Hassel- 

roth 
Evar Johnli,on. 

Rita Wynn • 
(reporter) 

Dr.Wright is writing little 
songs' on the hoard and the Theocy 
Claaa Write the notes for the song 
We also tell him when he plays on 
the piano if it is a major or minol 
first ,second or third or perfect 
fourth. 

Odett e Bertucci 
(reporter - age 10 yrs) 

Page 4. 

J .J . PRESIDENT VELCCRES ALL J.J .  
: 	• 

As I walked into our Music 
School I could feel again the 
spirit of the children who 

They going to start lessons.. They were 
ready to start a new year's work 
with enthusiasm, joy and freshness 
after the long summer vacation. I 
believei 	these children' to be.  the 
ones willing to_ help keep up the 
standard of the Music School. I 
can already 'see that the J.J.'s 
are doing their part to help the 
achool. 	The J,J.Officers for the 
coming year are: 

President 
	

Eunice Goldberg 
Vice-President Ruth Graves 
Secretary 
	

Philip 'Laspina 
Assistant 
	

Albert Baranoff 
Treasurer. 	Joe Stillwell 
Ade is tant 
	

Gartrell Dominey 

We welcomethe new students, 
as well as the old ones, to our 
organization. 	Soon we shall go 
into the Juniors and we want the 
younger children to take our 
place in supporting the Com Junity 
Aisle School. 

Eunice Goldberg 
Pres. of the J.J.'s. 

cMs 

THEORY CLASSES  

ARE YOU IN A THEORY CLASS? ' 
If not, better ..speak to Miss 
Wright at the office at once and 
arranTe to join one of tl..e• Classes 
There are .sevLral Theory . Classds • 
conducted by Miss Field, Miss Cain 
and Dr. Wright . . 

ReTeMber Theory Work is re-
quired in earning. your School Pins 











https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Community-Music-Center-a-constant-amid-Mission-
5924817.php#photo-7206788 

 

 

Community Music Center a 
constant amid Mission 
District change 
By Marisa Lagos 
Published 3:51 pm PST, Saturday, November 29, 2014 
 

Photo: Brant Ward / The Chronicle 
Children's chorus members use a large rehearsal room at the rear of the Community Music 
Center in San Francisco's Mission District offers musical opportunities to more than 2,400 
people a year ranging in age from babies to students in their 90s 



Mark Marcella stumbled upon Community Music Center in San Francisco’s Mission 

District the way many people do: As he walked down Capp Street, he heard chords 

drifting out of the old Victorian and wandered up its garden path and inside. 

 

As the Mission District has continually changed around it, the 93-year-old school has 

remained constant, offering affordable instrumental, voice, composition and music 

theory lessons as well as ensemble and performance opportunities for students of all 

ages. The student body ranges from babies in the family music class to a 94-year-old 

violinist. Its main goal is to make music accessible — prices are on a sliding scale, based 

solely on income level, and about 68 percent of its 2,400 students receive aid. 

 

And while many nonprofits struggle to keep a foothold in this booming, expensive city, 

Community Music Center plans to expand in the coming years into the 

stately Victorian house next door, which the school purchased in 2012. It also has a 

smaller satellite location in the Richmond District. 

 

“I discovered Community Music Center the first week I moved to San Francisco ... and it 

really personified what I thought San Francisco is — that I could become whatever I 

wanted to be here, I just had to do it,” said Marcella, 28, who is studying both classical 

and jazz piano and said the community he’s found at the school has made the 

neighborhood his home. “It’s definitely this nexus of where people can find common 

ground, and music at any ability level.” 

 

The music school traces its roots to the Dolores Street Girls Club, a settlement house 

that offered help to recent immigrants. It started as a music department at the girls club 

in 1912, and in 1921 moved to Capp Street and became an independent organization. 

 

From the beginning, access was a key point, and for a long time the school turned away 

kids of more affluent backgrounds. In 1938, it became a nonprofit, capping the monthly 

income of eligible students’ families at $200 and issuing a statement of purpose that 

read, “The purpose of this organization shall be to further the constructive study of 

music — to bring the opportunity of such study within the reach of those who crave it 

and could not otherwise afford it.” 



 

At the time, its board was made up of members of storied San Francisco families — all 

women — including the wives of J.W. Hellman, Mortimer Fleishhacker Sr. 

and Jesse Lilienthal, who are all listed by their husband’s name in school records. 

 

In 1946, said Sonia Caltvedt, the school’s marketing director, the board agreed to begin 

accepting students who could afford to pay more for tuition, so long as the school could 

“still do justice to those who cannot pay as much.” The decision was based in part, board 

minutes show, on the belief that “the school would be a definite social influence in their 

lives.” 

 

Over the decades, it expanded to include adults. Now, on any given day, musicians of all 

ages can be found holed up in the building’s 10 practice rooms, which are available for 

private lessons or for $5 a hour to practice in. Marcella, for example, spends nearly 

every one of his lunch breaks there playing. 

 

The school has always worked to offer classes and programs that reflect the 

neighborhood’s diversity — current options include Latin, jazz, blues and even Middle 

Eastern music. One of its most successful programs is the Mission District Young 

Musicians Program, which offers a free Latin music curriculum to 25 seventh- to 12th-

graders from the Mission. And its annual Christmas show, running the first weekend of 

December, is a Mexican-themed, lighthearted take on Mary and Joseph’s journey to 

Bethlehem on Christmas Eve — with social commentary about immigration and 

gentrification. 

 

Executive Director Chris Borg said that when he arrived at the center two years ago, 

school leaders were trying to figure out how to expand the school without losing its 

heart. The purchase of the building next door provided a solution. 

 

“We have been here for so long, and even though there is so much change in the Mission 

District, it’s so important for old organizations to remain,” he said. 

 



“The five-year plan I inherited had many open questions about the space issue, and I 

wanted to look at all the options, but as I got to know the neighborhood, the people, I 

could just not imagine putting all the students and faculty and staff on a bus to a fancy 

new building and still calling it Community Music Center. ... It would not have the CMC 

flavor that the neighborhood, the architecture of the building provides, and that is what 

we want to preserve as the neighborhood changes.” 

 

Marisa Lagos is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. 

E-mail: mlagos@sfchronicle.com 

Twitter @mlagos 

For more information, visit sfcmc.org 









Legacy Business Registry  Multiple Cases  
November 20, 2019 Hearing  Multiple Locations 

 2 

 
 
Filing Date: October 23, 2019 
Case No.: 2019-021151LBR 
Business Name: Community Music Center Board of Trustees 
Business Address: 544 Capp Street (primary), 741 30th Avenue (secondary) 
Zoning: RTO-M (Residential Transit Oriented – Mission) Zoning District 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3610/036 
Applicant:  Polly Springhorn, Grant Writer 

544 Capp Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Nominated By: Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
Located In: District 9 and 1 
Staff Contact: Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 
 

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

Community Music Center (“CMC”) was founded in September 1921 and officially incorporated in 1939. 
The mission of the organization is to make high quality music accessible to people of all ages, backgrounds 
and abilities, regardless of financial means. The center began life as a community organization and was 
launched and supported with community philanthropy. The students were neighborhood children, mostly 
recent immigrants, who not only learned music at 544 Capp Street but came together there with their 
families around music, forming community in their new home country.  

In 1953, the Community Music School was renamed Community Music Center, and the IRS granted 
501(c)(3) non-profit status in 1958. The seventies saw the launch of CMC’s Latin Music programming with 
the founding of Coro Hispano, supported by a California Arts Council residency grant. Ever since then, 
CMC has offered Latin music instruction and performance opportunities. In 1983, CMC opened its 
Richmond District Branch at 741 30th Avenue, with many Mission District programs duplicated there and 
new programs created attuned to the Richmond District’s needs. 

In 2012, the organization purchased the Victorian house next door at 552 Capp Street to house additional 
large classroom teaching space for ensembles and group classes, another recital hall for performances and 
needed staff space. The realization of this expansion, planned for CMC’s 100th anniversary in 2021, will 
greatly improve CMC’s services and their ability to sustain their tuition-free programs and launch new 
programs that address critical community needs. 

The primary business address is located on the west side of Capp Street between 20th and 21st streets in the 
Mission neighborhood. It is within the RTO-M (Residential Transit Oriented – Mission) Zoning District and 
the 40-X Height and Bulk District.  

 

mailto:shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
mailto:shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
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STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

The business was founded in 1921.  

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes. Community Music Center qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets 
all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Community Music Center has operated continuously in San Francisco for 98 years. 

ii. Community Music Center has contributed to the history and identity of the Mission 
and Richmond neighborhoods and San Francisco.  

iii. Community Music Center is committed to maintaining the physical features and 
traditions that define the organization. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?  

Yes. The business is associated with the art of music. 

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes. The Capp Street property was surveyed by the Department in 2010 and was found to by 
individually eligible for listing for its architecture and cultural association. 

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. However, the Capp Street property has a Planning Department Historic Resource status codes 
of “A” (Historic Resource Present) due to its survey status of eligible for listing on the California 
Register. The 30th Avenue property has not been evaluated for historical significance and is listed 
with a status code of “B” (Requires Further Research).  

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No.  

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. CMC has received numerous awards and accolades, including proclamations and resolutions 
from the San Francisco Mayor’s Office and Board of Supervisors, the California State Assembly, 
the California State Senate, the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate. 

In 2008, CMC won a San Francisco Bay Guardian Best of the Bay Award for "Best Music 
Organization." 

In 2012, CMC was ranked by Philanthropedia as one of San Francisco’s top nonprofits making a 
significant impact in art and culture. 
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In 2016, KPIX included CMC on its list of the best music education organizations in the Bay Area: 
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/top-lists/best-music-classes-for-kids-in-the-bay-area/. 

Video of Mark Leno wishing CMC a happy 95th anniversary: https://youtu.be/TE2AUJ5Ly00. 

In 2019, CNN produced a segment on CMC’s Older Adult Choir Program for their program Living 
Well: https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/12/health/singing-in-choir-can-help-lonely-older-
adultssw/index.html 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 544 Capp Street 
• 741 30th Avenue 

Recommended by Applicant 
• Its mission to make music accessible to people of all ages, backgrounds and abilities, 

regardless of their financial means 
• Its commitment to diversity 
• Its responsiveness to the communities that they serve 
• The 544 Capp Street garden, courtyard, and house 

Additional Recommended by Staff 
• None 

  

https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/12/health/singing-in-choir-can-help-lonely-older-adultssw/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/12/health/singing-in-choir-can-help-lonely-older-adultssw/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/12/health/singing-in-choir-can-help-lonely-older-adultssw/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/12/health/singing-in-choir-can-help-lonely-older-adultssw/index.html
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Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution No. ### 

HEARING DATE:  NOVEMBER 20, 2019 
 
Filing Date: October 23, 2019 
Case No.: 2019-021151LBR 
Business Name: Community Music Center Board of Trustees 
Business Address: 544 Capp Street (primary), 741 30th Avenue (secondary) 
Zoning: RTO-M (Residential Transit Oriented – Mission) Zoning District 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3610/036 
Applicant:  Polly Springhorn, Grant Writer 

544 Capp Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Nominated By: Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
Located In: District 9 and 1 
Staff Contact: Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR COMMUNITY MUSIC 
CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 544 CAPP STREET, BLOCK/LOT 
3610/036 (PRIMARY ADDRESS) AND 741 30TH AVENUE, BLOCK/LOT 1614/008 (SECONDARY 
ADDRESS).   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, 
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing 
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and 
success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 20, 2019, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry nomination. 

mailto:shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
mailto:shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org


Resolution No. ### 
November 20, 2019 
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CASE NO. 2019-021151LBR 
544 Capp Street 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
Community Music Center Board of Trustees qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under 
Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to 
contribute to the community. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Community Music Center Board of 
Trustees.  
 
Location(s): 

• 544 Capp Street 
• 741 30th Avenue 
 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Its mission to make music accessible to people of all ages, backgrounds and abilities, regardless of their 

financial means 
• Its commitment to diversity 
• Its responsiveness to the communities that they serve 
• The 544 Capp Street garden, courtyard, and house 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission 
Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2019-021151LBR to the 
Office of Small Business November 20, 2019. 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

 
AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
ADOPTED:  


