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TEEVAN COMPANY 
 
Application No.:  LBR-2021-22-004 
Business Name:  Teevan Company 
Business Address:  2247 Union Street 
District:   District 2 
Applicant:   Jesse Ladomirak, Owner/General Manager 
Nomination Letter Date: September 16, 2021 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Catherine Stefani 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Teevan Company, also known as Teevan Restoration or Teevan, was established by James R. 
“Jim” Teevan in Burlingame in 1963 as Teevan Painting, Inc. Upon founding his business, Jim 
transcribed the guiding principles of his company on a piece of paper that he carried around in 
his wallet for the next 30 years. After several years of operating in the Peninsula and painting 
more than 1,000 homes while working towards his MBA, Jim Teevan registered the business in 
San Francisco in 1971. By 1978, Teevan officially moved to San Francisco and established an 
office at 1850 Washington Street in the Pacific Heights neighborhood. 
 
Prior to the business’ establishment in San Francisco, Teevan gained a loyal following of clients 
in the Peninsula. Jim Teevan responded to this success by broadening the company’s services 
to include carpentry and restoration. Teevan’s arrival in San Francisco coincided with the 
emergence of the historic preservation movement in response to the redevelopment of large 
areas of San Francisco during the 1960s and 1970s, resulting in the displacement of many 
communities and demolition of large swaths of historic buildings. This timing, along with 
Teevan’s restoration skills, established the company as a significant contributor to the 
restoration industry. 
 
Over the course of the company’s existence, Teevan has painted, restored, and remodeled 
hundreds of properties in San Francisco and received local, regional, and national awards for 
their preservation of San Francisco’s buildings. Some of their award-winning projects include 
the Soka Gakkai International Cultural Center in San Francisco, the Haas-Lillienthal House 
(2007 Franklin Street), and the S.H. Erlanger residence (270 Castenada Avenue). While 
Teevan has worked on many high-profile projects, most of their work is completed for clients 
that do not have a high income and are simply hoping to maintain their properties. Their 
business model relies on establishing-long term relationships with clients with long-term 
employees who work on many of their client’s properties more than once. 
 
James Teevan retired in 1999 and hired his successor Benjamin Ladomirak, who took 
ownership of the company with his wife Jesse Ladomirak in 2002. In 2004, Teevan Company 
moved to its current offices at 2247 Union Street in Cow Hollow. The piece of paper upon which 
Jim Teevan wrote the founding principles of his company hangs in the office as a reminder of 
Teevan’s core values, traditions, commitment to its craft, and responsibility to honor the 
company, its clients, the city, and our history. 
 
  



 

CRITERION 1 
Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 
Yes, Teevan Company has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in 
San Francisco operations exceeding two years: 
 
1840 Washington Street from 1978 to 2003 (25 years). 
2247 Union Street from 2004 to Present (17 years). 
 
CRITERION 2 
Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, Teevan Company has contributed to the history and identity of the Marina neighborhood 
and San Francisco. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the 
following ways the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community: 
 
• The business is associated with the practice of preserving historic buildings in 

San Francisco. 
 
• The property in which the business is located is identified for further research and follow up 

as part of a discontinuous cluster of mixed-use commercial buildings on Union Street in the 
Draft Neighborhood Commercial Buildings Historic Context Statement and Survey 1865-
1965. Further analysis of these properties will be completed as part of the Citywide Cultural 
Resources Survey. 

 
• There have been a number of features and articles on Teevan’s work in San Francisco in 

local media and national industry publications, including Remodeling Magazine, the San 
Francisco Chronicle, 7x7 Magazine, and Heritage News. 

 
CRITERION 3 
Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, Teevan Company is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define the business. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Teevan Company qualifies for the 
Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Business’s dedication to maintaining and preserving San Francisco’s built environment. 
• Services including, but not limited to, painting and restoration, maintenance and repair, 

design and development, and construction and remodeling. 
• Display of Jim Teevan’s founding principles. 
• Building’s exterior and façade features including signage. 
 
  



 

CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be 
required for maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Building restoration and remodeling. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Teevan 
Company currently located at 2247 Union Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy 
Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Program Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
 



 

Small Business Commission 
Resolution No.  _______________ 

November 8, 2021 
 

TEEVAN COMPANY 
 
Application No.:  LBR-2021-22-004 
Business Name:  Teevan Company 
Business Address:  2247 Union Street 
District:   District 2 
Applicant:   Jesse Ladomirak, Owner/General Manager 
Nomination Letter Date: September 16, 2021 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Catherine Stefani 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
Adopting findings approving the Legacy Business Registry application for Teevan 
Company, currently located at 2247 Union Street. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small 
Business maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to 
recognize that longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of 
the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy 
Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less 
than 30 years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has 
significantly contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, 
if not included on the Registry, faces a significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions 
that define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 8, 2021, the San Francisco 
Small Business Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral 
testimony on the Legacy Business Registry application; therefore 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Teevan Company in the 
Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding 
the below listed physical features and traditions at Teevan Company. 
 



 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Business’s dedication to maintaining and preserving San Francisco’s built environment. 
• Services including, but not limited to, painting and restoration, maintenance and repair, 

design and development, and construction and remodeling. 
• Display of Jim Teevan’s founding principles. 
• Building’s exterior and façade features including signage. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the 
below listed core physical feature or tradition to maintain Teevan Company on the Legacy 
Business Registry: 
• Building restoration and remodeling. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business 
Commission on November 8, 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
 



 

 
Application No.:  LBR-2021-22-004 
Business Name:   Teevan Company 
Business Address:   2247 Union Street 
District:   District 2 
Applicant:    Jesse Ladomirak, Owner/General Manager 
Nomination Letter Date:  September 16, 2021 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Catherine Stefani 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more 
years, with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 X Yes   No 
 
1840 Washington Street from 1978 to 2003 (25 years). 
2247 Union Street from 2004 to Present (17 years). 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or 
the identity of a particular neighborhood or community? 
 X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or 
traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: October 6, 2021 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Program Manager, Legacy Business Program 
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TEEVAN COMPANY 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Teevan Company (AKA “Teevan Restoration” and “Teevan”) was established in San Francisco in 
1978 but founded 15 years earlier by James (“Jim”) R. Teevan in Burlingame, just outside of the 
city of San Francisco. The business is presently located at 2247 Union Street in San Francisco’s 
Cow Hollow neighborhood. 

Jim Teevan founded what was then called Teevan Painting, Inc. in 1963 in Burlingame after 
graduating from Burlingame High School. He continued managing the company through four 
years at Yale and another two at the University of Southern California. MBA in hand and a clear 
set of values in mind, Jim focused on growing the business while giving other college students a 
chance to pay for their educations by working for Teevan. 

Teevan registered for business in San Francisco in 1971. At the time its office was located at 
1019 Rollins Road, Burlingame.   

By 1976, Teevan had painted more than 1,000 homes on the Peninsula and gained a following 
of loyal clients who asked if Teevan could help with other home maintenance tasks. Jim 
responded by broadening the company’s carpentry skills and learning the intricacies of 
waterproofing and restoration.  

Teevan officially moved to San Francisco and established its office at 1840 Washington Street in 
Pacific Heights in 1978. 

Over time, Teevan developed expertise in all areas of general contracting and remodeling. To 
better reflect its range of skills, Teevan Painting officially became Teevan Company in 1983. 
They have also done business as Teevan Restoration (approximately 1990-2010). 

In 1999, Jim began to contemplate retirement and hired his ultimate successor, Benjamin 
Ladomirak. Ben and his wife, Jesse, assumed ownership of the company when Jim passed away 
in 2002. 

In 2004, Teevan moved to its current offices at 2247 Union Street in Cow Hollow.  



b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

Not applicable. Teevan ceased most operations for a few months during the spring of 2020 due 
to the COVID-19 shelter-in-place order, but this time period was less than six months and 
Teevan continued to perform some essential services.  

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

Yes, the business has always been family owned. It is currently owned by a married couple, 
Benjamin and Jesse Ladomirak. The Ladomiraks purchased the business from the original 
owner, Jim Teevan, in 2002. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

James Teevan founded Teevan Painting in 1963 and registered to do business in San Francisco 
in 1971. In 1999, Jim began hired his ultimate successor, Benjamin Ladomirak. Ben and his wife, 
Jesse, assumed ownership of the company when Jim passed away in 2002. 

The ownership history of Teevan Company in San Francisco is as follows: 
1971 to 2002:  James R. Teevan 
2002 to Present: Benjamin and Jesse Ladomirak 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Documentation of the existence of the business verifying it has been in operation for 30+ years 
is provided in this Legacy Business Registry application. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The historic resource status of the building at Teevan’s current headquarters at 2247 Union 
Street is classified by the Planning Department as Category B, Unknown / Age Eligible, with 
regard to the California Environmental Quality Act. However, the building is a Queen Anne 
Victorian dating from the end of the 19th century. It was identified in the San Francisco Planning 
Department’s 1976 Architectural Survey as an architecturally “significant” building and received 
a rating of “2” on a scale of negative 2 to 5. Its historic value and suitability for application of 



the State Historical Building Code was confirmed by the City of San Francisco Planning 
Department staff in 2005. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

San Francisco’s buildings are integral to the city’s history, identity, and character. By caring for 
those buildings, Teevan directly contributes to their preservation and survival in a tangible way. 
If we think of the city’s architectural heritage as the star of a live stage show, then Teevan is like 
a loyal crew member, working behind the scenes to keep things running smoothly so the 
performers can shine. 

Teevan Company has painted, restored, and remodeled hundreds of properties in San 
Francisco. The business has received local, regional, and national awards for historic 
preservation of San Francisco buildings. Some of the award-winning projects include: 

• Soka Gakkai International Cultural Center in San Francisco, exterior restoration (2008 
National Contractor of the Year Award, National Association of the Remodeling Industry 
(NARI). 

• Haas-Lilienthal House (San Francisco Heritage), exterior restoration (named one of 34 
National Treasures by National Trust for Historic Preservation, 2018 National Chrysalis 
Award, Contractor of the Year). 

• A Painted Lady, exterior restoration (2009 NARI Remmie Award). 
• Sacramento HOA, exterior restoration (2007 National Contractor of the Year Award, 

NARI). 
• Noe Valley Victorian (c.1900), exterior restoration (2018 Regional Chrysalis Award). 
• S. H. Erlanger residence, restoration and repair (2003 Award for Excellence in 

Architectural Preservation, San Francisco Heritage). 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

James Teevan founded the business just as the city’s historic preservation movement emerged 
in the 1960s and 70s, after the city’s redevelopment policies had demolished entire 
neighborhoods and large swaths of Victorian architecture. This timing, combined with Jim’s love 
for his city and its architecture, established Teevan as a significant contributor to historical 
restoration in the city. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 



Teevan’s work and connection to the architectural history of San Francisco has been recognized 
in local media and national industry publications, including: 

• Remodeling Magazine 
• San Francisco Chronicle 
• 7x7 Magazine 
• Heritage News 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

James Teevan (1945-2002) was the founder of Teevan Painting, Inc. in 1963, which became 
Teevan Company in 1983. In 1999, Jim began to contemplate retirement and hired his ultimate 
successor, Ben Ladomirak. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

In addition to caring for San Francisco’s buildings, Teevan demonstrates its commitment to the 
community by continuing to locate its business here. There are thousands of painters and 
remodelers doing work in San Francisco, but relatively few with offices in the city. For years, 
Teevan watched others in the industry move out of San Francisco to reduce overhead expenses. 
Unlike retail, the building trades can work anywhere in the Bay Area regardless of where their 
offices are located.  

When Jim died in 2002, his wife sold the Washington Street building that had housed Teevan 
since 1978. The company needed to relocate, and staying in San Francisco was becoming 
increasingly rare among contractors. But as brand-new owners of Teevan Company, Benjamin 
and Jesse Ladomirak never considered leaving the city. Jim lived, worked, built his business, and 
raised his children in San Francisco. He loved the city passionately, and this love is Teevan 
Company’s history and legacy. It is the foundation of Teevan’s identity. San Francisco is who 
Teevan Company is, and that means far more to the Ladomiraks than simply performing their 
work here, knowing the building codes, or being a recognized presence. It means locating 
themselves here, paying their taxes here, being easily accessible to their clients, and proudly 
embracing the city’s efforts to care for its residents. Teevan Company ended up moving into a 
turn-of-the-century Queen Anne Victorian at 2247 Union Street, which suffered from decades 
of deferred maintenance. Thus, Teevan’s first project was to restore its new home to its original 
splendor, including roof replacement, interior painting, woodwork repairs, and rehabbing and 
painting the entire façade. 

For over 40 years, Teevan’s business model has focused on creating long-term relationships 
with its clients and their homes and buildings. These relationships are the reason why Jim 
Teevan asked Ben and Jesse to take over his business. He wanted Teevan to continue after him 
to ensure that his clients and their homes would be taken care of. Almost 20 years since Jim’s 
passing, Teevan Company still works for many of the same clients—oftentimes with the same 
employees performing the work!  



f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

Most of Teevan Company’s work takes place outside the office – on and inside homes and 
buildings across San Francisco. For over 40 years, Teevan has painted, protected, repaired, 
maintained, restored, renovated, and rehabilitated thousands of buildings and homes in every 
neighborhood in the city. The business’ community is San Francisco itself, and on any given day 
Teevan’s signs and trucks with its signature homely stripes (Jim Teevan was, ironically, color 
blind) and its employees can be found from one end of the city to the other. 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

Since 2004, Teevan’s offices have been located in a Queen Anne Victorian at 2247 Union Street 
built at the end of the 19th century. It was identified in the San Francisco Planning 
Department’s 1976 Architectural Survey as an architecturally “significant” building. However, 
Teevan is not a prototypical legacy business in that most of its work occurs outside the office, 
on and inside homes and buildings across San Francisco, including many of its most celebrated 
historic landmarks (i.e. Haas-Lilienthal House). 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

Teevan’s location in San Francisco is integral to the business. If the company moved out of the 
city, the essence of the business would inevitably change. Its clients could no longer stop to say 
‘hello’ while shopping on Union Street; a homeowner with leaky windows could not pop in to 
ask for advice. Leaving the city would diminish its capacity to respond to the needs of the San 
Francisco community. Teevan does business in a profoundly different way than most companies 
in its industry. They do not chase big projects and fancy clients. Their business model relies on 
establishing long-term relationships with its clients and their homes and buildings.  

Teevan has worked on some of the most historically and architecturally significant homes and 
buildings in San Francisco. Most of the work, however, is far less flashy. Many of Teevan’s 
clients bought their houses and condominiums decades ago in a very different real estate 
market. They do not have a ton of money, but they want to spend it right and protect their 
most valuable assets. Frequently, they call Teevan for what amounts to a few hours or days of 
work—help find and fix a leak, perform minor repairs, repaint a room. Because of Teevan’s Cow 
Hollow location, the business can respond quickly and efficiently to any request. No project is 
too small. Teevan Company is truly a neighborhood small business – the contractor on the 
corner who will run over at a moment’s notice when your garage door jams. This is why 
Teevan’s clients are so loyal and, in 2012, helped vote Teevan Company as San Francisco’s 
favorite small business by 7x7 Readers.  



To be sure, if Teevan Company moved out of San Francisco, the business would not be able to 
maintain the same level of intimate customer care that has always defined the business and 
made it unique in the industry. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Teevan Company is dedicated to maintaining and preserving San Francisco’s physical features 
and the homes and buildings across the city. Services include painting and restoration, 
maintenance and repair, design and development, construction and remodeling, and leaks and 
waterproofing. Teevan’s commitment to maintaining the city’s identity is what defines the 
business. Teevan’s headquarters embodies these physical features, traditions, and 
workmanship.  

Building maintenance, repair, and renovation in San Francisco pose unique challenges, distinct 
from anywhere else in the Bay Area, including microclimates, seismic movement, water 
intrusion, historical and architectural sensitivities, geography, geology, building and population 
density, local codes and ordinances, etc. Teevan has spent the past five decades serving the city 
it loves. In so doing, Teevan has developed the experience, expertise, and institutional memory 
that make the business true San Francisco specialists. 

Jim Teevan carried a certain folded piece of paper in his wallet for more than 30 years, on 
which he first typed the guiding principles of his new company. Today that paper hangs on the 
office wall, serving as a daily reminder of Teevan’s core values and traditions, commitment to 
its craft, and responsibility as individuals to honor the company, its clients, the city, and our 
history. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Teevan Company is committed to maintaining the historical traditions as a company that 
provides painting and restoration services, and everything else a home would ever need. In 
addition to caring for San Francisco’s buildings, Teevan demonstrates its commitment to the 
community of San Francisco by continuing to remain in the city. There are thousands of 
painters and remodelers doing work in San Francisco, but relatively few with offices located in 
the city. For years, contractors have left the city to reduce overhead.  

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 



In 2004, Teevan moved to its current offices on 2247 Union Street, a turn-of-the-century Queen 
Anne Victorian in Cow Hollow. The building had been neglected for decades, and Teevan’s first 
project after moving in was to restore its original splendor. Teevan replaced the roof, 
performed interior painting and woodwork repairs, and rehabbed and painted the entire front 
façade. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Documentation that demonstrates Teevan Company has been a building restoration company 
for 30+ years is included in this Legacy Business Registry application. 





















































 

Legacy Business Registry 
Executive Summary 
HEARING DATE: November 3, 2021 

 
 
Filing Date: September 16, 2021 
Case No.: 2021-010340LBR 
Business Name: Teevan Company 
Business Address: 2247 Union Street 
Zoning: NCD-Union Street Neighborhood Commercial Zoning District 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0539/030 
Applicant:  Jesse and Benjamin Ladomirak 
 2247 Union Street  
Nominated By: Supervisor Catherine Stefani 
Located In: District 2 
Staff Contact: Melanie Bishop- 628.652.7440 
 melanie.bishop@sfgov.org 

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution to Recommend Approval  

 
 
Business Description 

Teevan Company, also known as Teevan Restoration or Teevan, was established by James R.  “Jim” Teevan in 
Burlingame in 1963 as Teevan Painting, Inc. Upon founding his business, Jim transcribed the guiding principles of 
his company on a piece of paper that he carried around in his wallet for the next 30 years. After several years of 
operating in the Peninsula and painting more than 1,000 homes while working towards his MBA, Jim Teevan 
registered the business in San Francisco in 1971. By 1978, Teevan officially moved to San Francisco and established 
an office at 1850 Washington Street in the Pacific Heights neighborhood 
 
Prior to the business’ establishment in San Francisco, Teevan gained a loyal following of clients in the Peninsula. 
Jim Teevan responded to this success by broadening the company’s services to include carpentry and restoration. 
Teevan’s arrival in San Francisco coincided with the emergence of the historic preservation movement in response 
to the redevelopment of large areas of San Francisco during the 1960s and 1970s, resulting in the displacement of 
many communities and demolition of large swaths of historic buildings. This timing, along with Teevan’s 
restoration skills, established the company as a significant contributor to the restoration industry.  
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Over the course of the company’s existence, Teevan has painted, restored, and remodeled hundreds of properties 
in San Francisco and received local, regional, and national awards for their preservation of San Francisco’s 
buildings. Some of their award-winning projects include the Soka Gakkai International Cultural Center in San 
Francisco, the Haas-Lillienthal House (2007 Franklin Street), and the S.H. Erlanger residence (270 Castenada 
Avenue). While Teevan has worked on many high-profile projects, most of their work is completed for clients that 
do not have a high income and are simply hoping to maintain their properties. Their business model relies on 
establishing-long term relationships with clients with long-term employees who work on many of their client’s 
properties more than once. 
 
James Teevan retired in 1999 and hired his successor Benjamin Ladomirak, who took ownership of the company 
with his wife Jesse Ladomirak in 2002. In 2004, Teevan Company move to its current offices at 2247 Union Street 
in Cow Hollow. The piece of paper upon which Jim Teevan wrote the founding principles of his company hangs in 
the Ladomirak’s office as a reminder of Teevan’s core values, traditions, commitment to its craft, and responsibility 
to honor the company, its clients, the city, and our history. The business’s primary location at 2247 Union Street is 
a Category B (Unknown/Age Eligible) structure on the south side of Union Street between Steiner and Fillmore 
streets in the Marina neighborhood. It is within the Union Street NCD (Neighborhood Commercial) Zoning District 
and a 40-X Height and Bulk District.  
 
 
 
Staff Analysis 

Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

The business was founded in 1978 in San Francisco but was founded previously in Burlingame in 1963.  

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes. Teevan Company qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the eligibility 
Criteria: 

a. Teevan Company has operated continuously in San Francisco for 43 years. 

b. Teevan Company has contributed to the history and identity of the Marina neighborhood and San 
Francisco.  

c. Teevan Company is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the 
organization. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?  

Yes. The business is associated with the practice of preserving historic buildings in San Francisco. 
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4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

No. 

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No.  

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

Yes. The property is identified for further research and follow up as part of a discontinuous cluster of mixed-
use commercial buildings on Union Street in the Draft Neighborhood Commercial Buildings Historic Context 
Statement and Survey 1865-1965. Further analysis of these properties will be completed as part of the Citywide 
Cultural Resources Survey. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. There have been a number of features and articles on Teevan’s work in San Francisco in local media and 
national industry publications, including Remodeling Magazine, the San Francisco Chronicle, 7x7 Magazine, 
and Heritage News. 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
Current Locations:  
 2247 Union Street (January 2004-Present) 
 
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
 1840 Washington Street (1978-2003) 
 
Recommended by Applicant 
 Business’s dedication to maintaining and preserving San Francisco’s built environment 
 Services including but not limited to painting and restoration, maintenance and repair, design and 

development, and construction and remodeling 
 Display of Jim Teevan’s founding principles  
 Building’s exterior and façade features including signage 
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Basis for Recommendation  

The Department recommends the Historic Preservation Commission adopt a resolution recommending the 
business listed above be adopted by the Small Business Commission to the Legacy Business Registry. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Draft Resolution 
Legacy Business Registry Application: 
 Application Review Sheet 
 Section 1 – Business / Applicant Information 
 Section 2 – Business Location(s) 
 Section 3 – Disclosure Statement 
 Section 4 – Written Historical Narrative 

o Criterion 1 – History and Description of Business 
o Criterion 2 – Contribution to Local History 
o Criterion 3 – Business Characteristics 

 Contextual Photographs and Background Documentation 
 



 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution No. ### 

HEARING DATE: November 3, 2021 

 
Case No.: 2021-010340LBR 
Business Name: Teevan Company 
Business Address: 2247 Union Street 
Zoning: NCD-Union Street Neighborhood Commercial Zoning District 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0539/030 
Applicant:  Jesse and Benjamin Ladomirak 
 2247 Union Street 
Nominated By: Supervisor Catherine Stefani 
Located In: District 2 
Staff Contact: Melanie Bishop-628.652.7440 
 melanie.bishop@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY 
BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR TEEVAN COMPANY CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 2247 UNION STREET 
BLOCK/LOT: 0539/030  
 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a 
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-serving 
businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional 
assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 3, 2021, the Historic Preservation Commission 
reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry nomination. 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that Teevan 
Company qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has 
operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions for Teevan Company.  
 
Location(s): 

Current Locations:  
 2247 Union Street (2001-Present) 
 
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
 1840 Washington Street (1978-2003) 

 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 

 Business’s dedication to maintaining and preserving San Francisco’s built environment 
 Services including but not limited to painting and restoration, maintenance and repair, design and 

development, and construction and remodeling 
 Display of Jim Teevan’s founding principles  
 Building’s exterior and façade features including signage 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and recommendations are made 
solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the Legacy Business Registry, and the 
Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject property or any of its features constitutes a 
historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission Secretary to 
transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2021-010340LBR to the Office of Small 
Business November 3, 2021. 
 
 
Jonas P. Ionin 
Commission Secretary 
 
 
AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
RECUSE:  
 
ADOPTED: November 3, 2021 




