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Tooth Decay

• Tooth decay is the most common 
chronic childhood disease

• Tooth decay impacts overall health, 
developmental, and social well-being

• Prior to COVID-19, the #1 reason 
children missed school was tooth decay

• Increases parents' absences from work

• 100% preventable
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Cavity 
Prevention
• Brushing with fluoride 

toothpaste

• Regular dental visits

• Fluoride varnish

• Drinking San Francisco tap 
water

• Minimize sugar sweetened 
beverages

• Dental Sealants!!
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Dental Sealants

• The most likely part of 
the tooth to get a cavity is the 
biting surface of the tooth

• Dental sealants are thin 
coatings painted on the biting 
surfaces of the first and second 
molars

https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/dental_sealant_program/index.htm 4



Sealant Timeline
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Eruption timing of molars:
6-8 y/o: 1st Permanent molars (2nd Grade)

9-12 y/o: 2nd Permanent Molars (5th Grade)

1st Molar

2nd Molar



School-
Based 
Oral 

Health 
Program

• 1997: Dept. of Public Health, Dental Services school-
based sealant program began

• Served 3 schools

• Grew to annually serve 12-14 elementary schools

• SDDT Funding $350,000 allowed for…

• Staff Expansion

• Two Registered Dental Hygienists (RDH)

• Site Expansion

• 29 Schools during the 2022-2023 SY

• 2023-24: Now expanded to 30 schools!

6



School-Based 
Sealant Program 

Sites

Legacy & SDDT Funded Schools
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Data-Based 
Decision

• Schools with highest 
percentage of free and 
reduced lunch

• Schools with highest cavity 
rates in Kindergartners
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Legacy Schools

• Visitation Valley

• Hillcrest

• ER Taylor

• Cleveland

• J. Serra

• Monroe

• Moscone

• Mission Education Center (newcomer, K-5)

• Chinese Education Center (newcomer, K-5)

• Parker

• JY Chin

• Lau

• Spring Valley

• Willie Brown Middle School (all grades))
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SDDT Expansion

• Sheridan

• Redding

• Guadalupe

• El Dorado

• Sanchez

• Bret Harte

• Leonard Flynn

• Longfellow

• Marshall

• Carver

• Bessie Carmichael (K-8)

• Dr. Charles Drew

• William Cobb

• Paul Revere (K-8)

• Buena Vista (K-8)

• Chavez
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• Site Expansion

Success

• Increasing consent rates 

in new SDDT schools

• Close disparities in 

consent rates

Challenges



Results

• 1,093 children in 29 
schools received 
sealants
•777 students in 
14 Legacy Schools
•316 Students in 15 
SDDT Schools
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Consent Rates: Legacy vs. SDDT Schools
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Consent Rates by Race/Ethnicity
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Solutions
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Improving processes

• Parent-Teacher 
Conferences

• Digital consents

Oral Health Education 
Materials

Tasks Forces SFUSD

Parent Liaisons AmeriCorp Member
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Dental Robinhood



Evaluation

• Developed an 
evaluation form to 
be completed by a 
school staff member 
that worked closely 
with us during our 
screening and 
dental sealant 
placement
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Intersection with Care Coordination 
Funding

Class II-
Some cavities

Class III- Urgent-
pain, swelling

All sealant 
schools (2nd & 
5th)

273 29

All Kindergarten 604 95

Total 881 124

• School-based program staff refer 
kids with dental problems to 
SDDT-funded SFUSD care-
coordination staff ($200,000)

• Funding not allocated by Mayor's 
office this year has been 
replaced, one-time-only

• What will happen if Mayor's 
office does not reinstate 
$200,000 care coordination 
funding next year?
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Guadalupe ES

JY Chin ESLau ESVisitacion Valley ES

ER Taylor ES



Thank you, 
SDDTAC!!!!
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