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GUERRA QUALITY MEATS LLC 
 
Application No.:  LBR-2022-23-026 
Business Name:  Guerra Quality Meats LLC 
Business Address:  490 Taraval St. 
District:   District 7 
Applicant:   Mark Schurmann, Owner 
Nomination Date:  January 17, 2023 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Myrna Melgar 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo and Michelle Reynolds 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Guerra Quality Meats LLC is a retail butcher shop that first opened its doors in 1954. The 
business has become a mainstay in the Sunset district. When the shop opened, family run 
butcher shops were ubiquitous throughout the neighborhood. Over time, most of these 
independent butcher shops have disappeared, forced out of business by the proliferation of 
supermarkets, big box stores, and online shopping. Guerra Quality Meats is the last of its kind 
in the Sunset District and one of two remaining independent, union run, butcher shops left in 
San Francisco (the other being Bryan's Market at 3445 California Street). 
 
The business was founded by brothers Vinicio (Mark) and Battista (Bobby) Guerra, immigrants 
from war-torn Italy. The brothers earned a living among the city’s Italian enclave, learning the 
butcher’s trade from George Puccini, a talented and highly regarded store owner in the city’s 
Marina district. George not only taught them the butcher’s trade but helped finance the Guerras 
when they opened their own store at its original location at 1201 Taraval Street at 22nd 
Avenue. Mark and Bobby, as they became known, ran the business successfully, catering to a 
close-knit community made up largely of Irish and Italian immigrants. 
 
In 1982, the business moved to 110 West Portal Avenue in West Portal because the Guerras 
lost the lease to the original location. In 1983, Mark and Bobby passed on the trade and the 
store to Mark’s sons Bill and Paul Guerra and their cousin John (Johnny) Guerra. The second 
generation of Guerras expanded the business to include a full deli, catering menu, fresh 
produce, milk and eggs, wine, and variety of select items imported from Italy making the small 
corner store a one stop shopping destination for customers wanting to avoid long lines at 
supermarkets or are uncomfortable ordering groceries online. 
 
In 1988, the business moved to its current site a 490 Taraval Street on the corner of Taraval 
Street and 15th Avenue. Mark's youngest son Robert Guerra joined the business in 1992. Bill 
Guerra retired in 2000 and his brother Paul retired in 2018. In 2021, current owners John and 
Robert Guerra invited long time employees Daniel Doyle and Mark Schurmann to become 
partners in the business with the proviso that they maintain the traditions and relationships that 
have endeared the small business to the residents of the Sunset district as well as a large 
following throughout the Bay Area. 
 

CRITERION 1  
Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 



 
Yes, Guerra Quality Meats LLC has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years: 
 
1201 Taraval St. from 1954 to 1982 (28 years) 
110 West Portal Ave. from 1982 to 1988 (6 years) 
490 Taraval St. from 1988 to Present (35 years) 
 

CRITERION 2 
Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, Guerra Quality Meats LLC has contributed to the history and identity of the Parkside and 
Sunset neighborhoods and San Francisco. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the 
following ways the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community: 
 
• The business is associated with the trade of butchering, is dedicated to providing imported 

select items imported from Italy, and has a tradition of passing down the trade to the 
younger generations. 

 
• Guerra Quality Meats has been profiled in numerous publications both online and in print 

including The San Francisco Chronicle (Aug. 16, 2016), The Sunset Beacon (Aug. 2003), 
and Food and Wine Magazine (Nov. 2020). 

 

CRITERION 3 
Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, Guerra Quality Meats LLC is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions 
that define the business. 
 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Guerra Quality Meats LLC qualifies for 
the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and 
recommends safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Committed to maintaining the traditional butcher’s skills and service. 
• Passing on butchering trade and skills to the new generations of San Franciscans. 
 

CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be 
required for maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Butcher shop. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Guerra Quality 
Meats LLC currently located at 490 Taraval St. in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy 
Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo and Michelle Reynolds 
Legacy Business Program 



 

Small Business Commission 
Resolution No.  _______________ 

March 27, 2023 
 

GUERRA QUALITY MEATS LLC 
 
Application No.:  LBR-2022-23-026 
Business Name:  Guerra Quality Meats LLC 
Business Address:  490 Taraval St. 
District:   District 7 
Applicant:   Mark Schurmann, Owner 
Nomination Date:  January 17, 2023 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Myrna Melgar 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo and Michelle Reynolds 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 

Adopting findings approving the Legacy Business Registry application for Guerra Quality 
Meats LLC, currently located at 490 Taraval St. 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small 
Business maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to 
recognize that longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of 
the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy 
Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less 
than 30 years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has 
significantly contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, 
if not included on the Registry, faces a significant risk of displacement; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions 
that define the business; and 
 

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on March 27, 2023, the San Francisco Small 
Business Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on 
the Legacy Business Registry application; therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Guerra Quality Meats 
LLC in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 
2A.242. 



 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding 
the below listed physical features and traditions at Guerra Quality Meats LLC. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Committed to maintaining the traditional butcher’s skills and service. 
• Passing on butchering trade and skills to the new generations of San Franciscans. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the 
below listed core physical feature or tradition to maintain Guerra Quality Meats LLC on the 
Legacy Business Registry: 
• Butcher shop. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business 
Commission on March 27, 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Katy Tang 
Director 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
 



 

 
Application No.:  LBR-2022-23-026 
Business Name:   Guerra Quality Meats LLC 
Business Address:   490 Taraval St. 
District:   District 7 
Applicant:    Mark Schurmann, Owner 
Nomination Date:   January 17, 2023 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Myrna Melgar 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more 
years, with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 X Yes   No 
 
1201 Taraval St. from 1954 to 1982 (28 years) 
110 West Portal Ave. from 1982 to 1988 (6 years) 
490 Taraval St. from 1988 to Present (35 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or 
the identity of a particular neighborhood or community? 
 X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or 
traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: N/A 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: February 15, 2023 
 
 
Richard Kurylo and Michelle Reynolds 
Legacy Business Program 
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Member, Board of Supervisors
District 7

MYRNA MELGAR

City and County of San Francisco

Jan 17, 2023

Katy Tang, Director,
Department of Small Business

Dear Director Tang,

I am writing to nominate Guerra’s Quality Meats located at 490 Taraval Street, San Francisco,
CA for legacy business status. Guerra’s Meats has been an invaluable member of the Taraval
Street corridor for decades and serves to keep the deep-rooted history of Italian butchers alive on
the West side. Once located amongst dozens of butchers serving the Sunset, West Portal, and
Parkside neighborhoods, Guerra's now represents a unique fixture of quality cuts and roasts in
the neighborhood.

Originally opened in 1954, Guerra’s is a family-run business that takes special care to provide
the highest quality products to customers. Beyond the traditional responsibilities of a butcher,
Guerra’s dedicated staff provide personal services and individualized guidance on the
preparation of their products to ensure families can enjoy their delicacies to the fullest.

With the support of my Office, the Office of Small Business, and the City & County of San
Francisco, Guerra’s will have the resources and recognition to continue serving quality meats to
District 7 and all San Franciscans.

Thank you for your consideration and please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any
questions.

Sincerely,

Myrna Melgar
Member of the Board of Supervisors, District 7
City & County of San Francisco

City Hall • 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place • Room 260 • San Francisco, California 94102-4689 • (415) 554-6516
Fax (415) 554-6546 • TDD/TTY (415) 554-5227 • E-mail: Myrna.Melgar@sfgov.org

mailto:Myrna.Melgar@sfgov.org








GUERRA QUALITY MEATS 
Written Historical Narrative 

INTRODUCTION 

a. Describe the business. What does it sell or provide?  

Guerra Quality Meats is a retail butcher shop and grocery store that provides fresh meat, 
prepared foods, and groceries to customers. Additionally, Guerra Quality Meats provides 
catering for events and processes wild game and fish for hunters and sport fishermen. 

b. Describe who the business serves. 

Guerra Quality Meats, one of the last union-run, independent butcher shops in San Francisco, 
primarily serves the Sunset District but also draws customers from throughout the city of San 
Francisco and neighboring counties, including San Mateo, Marin, and Alameda. It provides 
goods and services to customers from a variety of cultural and ethnic backgrounds including 
Middle Eastern, Latino, East and South Asian, African American, European, as well as traditional 
American fare. Guerra’s staff also makes special provisions for the elderly and disabled such as 
delivery by staff within the general vicinity.  

c. In about 2-5 words (15-30 characters), describe what the business is known for. 

Highest quality service and skills.  

 

CRITERION 1: The business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, 
with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years 

a. Provide a short history of the business, including locations and owners. 

Guerra Quality Meats has been a neighborhood institution in San Francisco’s Sunset District 
since 1954. The business was founded by brothers Vinicio (Mark) and Battista (Bobby) Guerra, 
immigrants from war torn Italy. The brothers earned a living among the city’s Italian enclave 
learning the butcher’s trade from George Puccini, a talented and highly regarded store owner in 
the city’s Marina district. George not only taught them the butcher’s trade but helped finance 
the Guerras when they opened their own store at its original location at 1201 Taraval Street at 
22nd Avenue. 

Mark and Bobby, as they became known, ran the business successfully, catering to a close-knit 
community made up largely of Irish and Italian immigrants. 

In 1982, the business moved to 110 West Portal Avenue in West Portal because the Guerra’s 
lost the lease to the original location.  



In 1983, Mark and Bobby passed on the trade and the store to Mark’s sons Bill and Paul Guerra 
and their cousin John (Johnny) Guerra. The second generation of Guerras expanded the 
business to include a full deli, catering menu, fresh produce, milk and eggs, wine, and variety of 
select items imported from Italy making the small corner store a one stop shopping destination 
for customers wanting to avoid long lines at supermarkets or are uncomfortable ordering 
groceries online.  

In 1988, the business moved to its current site a 490 Taraval Street on the corner of Taraval 
Street and 15th Avenue.  

Mark's youngest son Robert Guerra joined the business in 1992.  

Bill Guerra retired in 2000 and his brother Paul retired in 2018. 

In 2021, current owners John and Robert Guerra invited long time employees Daniel Doyle and 
Mark Schurmann to become partners in the business with the proviso that they maintain the 
traditions and relationships that have endeared the small business to the residents of the 
Sunset district as well as a large following throughout the Bay Area.  

b. Provide the ownership history of the business in a consolidated year-to-year format. 

1954 to 1983:  Vinicio Guerra; Battista Guerra 
1983 to 1992:  Bill Guerra; Paul Guerra; John Guerra 
1992 to 2000:  Bill Guerra; Paul Guerra; John Guerra; Robert Guerra 
2000 to 2018  Paul Guerra; John Guerra; Robert Guerra 
2018 to 2021:  John Guerra; Robert Guerra 
2021 to Present: John Guerra; Robert Guerra; Daniel Doyle; Mark Schurmann 

c. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for any significant length of time. 

Aside from the relatively brief time it took to move the shop from its original location to West 
Portal and, later, from West Portal to its current location at 490 Taraval Street, Guerra Quality 
Meats has been operating, uninterrupted, since 1954. 

 

CRITERION 2: The business has contributed to the neighborhood's history 
and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community 

a. Describe the business' contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community, business sector, or San Francisco as a whole. 

Guerra Quality Meats has become a mainstay in the Sunset District. When the shop opened in 
1954, family run butcher shops were ubiquitous throughout the neighborhood. Over time, most 
of these independent butcher shops have disappeared, forced out of business by the 



proliferation of supermarkets, big box stores, and online shopping. Guerra Quality Meats is the 
last of its kind in the Sunset District and one of two remaining independent, union run, butcher 
shops left in San Francisco (the other being Bryan's Market at 3445 California Street). 

Guerra Quality Meats has earned a reputation for providing the highest quality meats and 
goods at competitive prices, for sterling service, and for enduring relationships with their 
customers, many of the relationships established by its founders.  

b. Is the business associated with significant people or events, either now or in the past? 

Guerra’s has served a fair number of local and national celebrities including actors, athletes, 
and politicians. But, by and large, the shop has catered to the ordinary, working class residents 
of the Sunset District and San Francisco. 

c. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Guerra Quality Meats has long been involved as a donor and active participant in events by 
schools and churches such as St. Cecilia Catholic Church, St. Gabriel Roman Catholic Church, and 
St. Stephen Catholic Church.  

Additionally, the business has a long tradition of employing local youth after school and on 
weekends to help teach fundamental work skills and the work ethic necessary for future 
employment.  

To help alleviate food hunger and poverty within the city, Guerra Quality Meats often donates 
food and groceries to the non-profit Food Runners San Francisco. Food Runners is a leader in 
the effort to keep edible food from being discarded by picking up excess food from businesses 
and delivering it directly to neighborhood food programs. 

Guerra sources much of its product from local farms, ranches, and fisheries in an effort to help 
sustain and promote California’s food industry and its workers. 

Presently, 95 percent of Guerra's staff are native born San Franciscans. The business has a long 
history of providing sustainable wages and benefits to employees to assist with the high cost of 
living in the Bay Area. Traditionally, Guerra has enjoyed a very low turnover rate among staff 
with the average employee serving a minimum of five years and many working as many as 10 
years or longer. Guerra partner Danny Doyle started at the shop as 16-year-old “clean-up” kid.  

d. Has the business ever been referenced in the media, business trade publication, and/or 
historical documents?  

Guerra Quality Meats has been profiled in numerous publications both online and in print 
including The San Francisco Chronicle (Aug. 16, 2016), The Sunset Beacon (Aug. 2003), and Food 
and Wine Magazine (Nov. 2020).    

e. Has the business ever received any awards, recognition, or political commendations? 



In 2020, Guerra Quality Meats was voted as one of the 50 best butcher shops in America by 
Food and Wine Magazine. It has been recognized numerously as one of San Francisco’s best 
places to shop and eat by the San Francisco Chronicle and the Bay Guardian.  

f. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

As one of San Francisco’s oldest and last independently run, union butcher shops, the closing of 
Guerra Quality Meats would end a link to an important part of San Francisco’s past when 
dozens of small, independent butcher shops thrived throughout the city, and neighborhood 
butchers knew their customers by their first names. As the tech industry continues to reshape 
the city, many of Guerra’s customers, especially the elderly who are unfamiliar or 
uncomfortable with phone apps, have come to rely on the shop’s reputation for quality food 
and personalized service to meet their shopping needs. In addition, as a union run shop, many 
of Guerra’s staff are long-term employees with both health benefits and a retirement plan. 

 

CRITERION 3: The business is committed to maintaining the physical features or 
traditions that define the business 

a. Is the business associated with a culturally significant building, structure, object, signage, 
mural, architectural detail, neon sign, or any other special physical feature that defines the 
business? 

The building on the corner of Taraval Street and 15th Avenue that houses Guerra Quality Meats 
was originally built to serve as St. Cecilia parish until the cathedral was built at its present 
location on 18th and Vicente. 

b. In a few words, describe the main business activity you commit to maintaining. 

Guerra Quality Meats is committed to maintaining the traditional butcher’s skills and service 
that have sustained this business for so long and passing on that legacy to a new generation of 
San Franciscans.  

c. What challenges is the business facing today? 

The outer Sunset has undergone a noticeable demographic shift over the last 10 years as tech 
workers have moved into the neighborhood in large numbers. In one sense this has been a 
boon to Guerra Quality Meats as the shop has been able to draw on a new customer base. 
Unfortunately, to accommodate the increase in the use of public transportation by commuters, 
San Francisco has undertaken a major renovation of Taraval street resulting in the loss of 
parking for many of the small business that have defined the thoroughfare for decades. A few 
notable businesses have shut their doors (Marcello’s Restaurant) while others are struggling to 
stay afloat (the Shannon Arms). Guerra Quality Meats has seen a drop in sales since 
construction began in 2021. Customers that rely on proximity to the shop through parking, 



mainly the elderly and disabled, have shopped less frequently at Guerra opting instead for 
larger, better financed businesses with parking such as Mollie Stone's or Safeway. The 
continued loss of parking due to ongoing construction has posed problems for Guerra's 
customers and the store but may present a major challenge to the viability of the business as it 
now exists (i.e., employment and services) should it extend through yet another holiday season. 

Nonetheless, Guerra Quality Meats has endeavored to meet these challenges by expanding 
their services to meet the needs and limitations of current and future customers. Shoppers can 
now access their products online and have them delivered via apps like Mercato, Door Dash, 
and Chow Now. Additionally, Guerra has a longstanding tradition of courtesy deliveries of 
groceries by staff and management to many of their elderly and disabled customers, a tradition 
Guerra’s ownership hopes to expand digitally via user-friendly access to their website.  

Finally, to fill the vacancy left by the closure of Lucca's Deli on Valencia Street, Guerra Quality 
Meats has expanded its commercial kitchen to produce fresh and dried pastas as well as hot 
prepared meals for families or even singles with little spare time for home cooking. The new, 
commercial space will allow Guerra to offer classes, both in person and online, for traditional 
butchering techniques, cooking and wine paring in an effort to reach newer customers within 
their neighborhood and beyond.  

 

Legacy Business Program staff will add the following details: 

a. Features or traditions that define the business and should be maintained for the business 
to remain on the Legacy Business Registry. 

Butcher shop. 

b. Other special features of the business location, such as if the property associated with the 
business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The Planning Department Historic Resource Status of the building at 2382-2390 15th Avenue is 
“B - Unknown / Age Eligible.”  



 
 

 





































 

Legacy Business Registry 
Executive Summary 

HEARING DATE: March 15, 2023 

 
 
Filing Date: February 15, 2023 
Case No.: 2023-001582LBR 
Business Name: Guerra Quality Meats 
Business Address: 490 Taraval Street 
Zoning: NCD – Inner Taraval Street Neighborhood Commercial District 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 2343/021 
Applicant:  Mark Schurmann 
 490 Taraval Street  
Nominated By: Supervisor Myrna Melgar 
Located In: District 7 
Staff Contact: Heather Samuels - 628-652-7545 
 Heather.Samuels@sfgov.org   

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution to Recommend Approval  

 
Business Description 

Guerra Quality Meats is a retail butcher shop which first opened its doors in 1954. Guerra Quality Meats has become 
a mainstay in the Sunset District. When the shop opened, the family run butcher shops were ubiquitous 
throughout the neighborhood. Over time, most of these independent butcher shops have disappeared, forced out 
of business by the proliferation of supermarkets, big box stores, and online shopping. Guerra Quality Meats is the 
last of its kind in the Sunset District and one of two remaining independent, union run, butcher shops left in San 
Francisco (the other being Bryan's Market at 3445 California Street). 
 
The business was founded by brothers Vinicio (Mark) and Battista (Bobby) Guerra, immigrants from war-torn Italy. 
The brothers earned a living among the city’s Italian enclave, learning the butcher’s trade from George Puccini, a 
talented and highly regarded store owner in the city’s Marina district. George not only taught them the butcher’s 
trade but helped finance the Guerras when they opened their own store at its original location at 1201 Taraval 
Street at 22nd Avenue. Mark and Bobby, as they became known, ran the business successfully, catering to a close-
knit community made up largely of Irish and Italian immigrants. 
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In 1982, the business moved to 110 West Portal Avenue in West Portal because the Guerra’s lost the lease to the 
original location. In 1983, Mark and Bobby passed on the trade and the store to Mark’s sons Bill and Paul Guerra 
and their cousin John (Johnny) Guerra. The second generation of Guerras expanded the business to include a full 
deli, catering menu, fresh produce, milk and eggs, wine, and variety of select items imported from Italy making the 
small corner store a one stop shopping destination for customers wanting to avoid long lines at supermarkets or 
are uncomfortable ordering groceries online. 
 
In 1988, the business moved to its current site a 490 Taraval Street on the corner of Taraval Street and 15th Avenue. 
Mark's youngest son Robert Guerra joined the business in 1992. Bill Guerra retired in 2000 and his brother Paul 
retired in 2018. In 2021, current owners John and Robert Guerra invited long time employees Daniel Doyle and 
Mark Schurmann to become partners in the business with the proviso that they maintain the traditions and 
relationships that have endeared the small business to the residents of the Sunset district as well as a large 
following throughout the Bay Area. 
 
The businesses’ current location at 490 Taraval Street is in a Category B (Unknown / Age Eligible) structure on the 
corner of Taraval and 15th Avenue in the Parkside neighborhood. It is within the Inner Taraval Street Neighborhood 
Commercial District and a 40-X Height and Bulk District and is within the Taraval Street Restaurant Subdistrict.  
 
 
Staff Analysis 

Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

The business was founded in 1954.  

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes. Guerra Quality Meats qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the 
eligibility Criteria: 

a. Guerra Quality Meats has operated continuously in San Francisco for 69 years. 

b. Guerra Quality Meats has contributed to the history and identity of the Parkside and Sunset 
neighborhoods and San Francisco.  

c. Guerra Quality Meats is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the 
organization. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?  

Yes. The business is associated with the trade of butchering, is dedicated to providing imported select items 
imported from Italy and has a tradition of passing down the trade to the younger generations.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

No.  
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5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No.  

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No, not as of the date of this Executive Summary.  

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. Guerra Quality Meats has been profiled in numerous publications both online and in print including The 
San Francisco Chronicle (Aug. 16, 2016), The Sunset Beacon (Aug. 2003), and Food and Wine Magazine (Nov. 
2020).  

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
Current Location:  
 490 Taraval Street (1988 – Current)  

Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
 1201 Taraval Street (1954 – 1982)  
 110 West Portal Avenue (1982 – 1988)  

 
Recommended by Applicant 
 Committed to maintaining the traditional butcher’s skills and service. 
 Passing on butchering trade and skills to the new generations of San Franciscans 
 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
 None 

 
 
Basis for Recommendation  

The Department recommends the Historic Preservation Commission adopt a resolution recommending the 
business listed above be adopted by the Small Business Commission to the Legacy Business Registry. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Draft Resolution 
Legacy Business Registry Application: 
 Application Review Sheet 
 Section 1 – Business / Applicant Information 
 Section 2 – Business Location(s) 
 Section 3 – Disclosure Statement 
 Section 4 – Written Historical Narrative 

o Criterion 1 – History and Description of Business 
o Criterion 2 – Contribution to Local History 
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o Criterion 3 – Business Characteristics 
 Contextual Photographs and Background Documentation 
 



 

 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Resolution No. 1320 

HEARING DATE: MARCH 15, 2023 

 
Case No.: 2023-001582LBR 
Business Name: Guerra Quality Meats 
Business Address: 490 Taraval Street 
Zoning: NCD – Inner Taraval Street Neighborhood Commercial District 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 2343/021 
Applicant:  Mark Schurmann 
 490 Taraval Street 
Nominated By: Supervisor Myrna Melgar 
Located In: District 7 
Staff Contact: Heather Samuels - 628-652-7545 
 Heather.Samuels@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY 
BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR GUERRA QUALITY MEATS CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 490 TARAVAL ST, 
BL OCK/L OT 2343/021. 
 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a 
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-serving 
businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional 
assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on March 15, 2023, the Historic Preservation Commission 
reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry nomination. 



Resolution No. 1320 CASE NO. 2023-001282LBR 
March 15, 2023 490 Taraval Street 

2 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that Guerra Quality 
Meats qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated 
for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions for Guerra Quality Meats.  

Location(s): 

Current Location: 
• 490 Taraval Street (1988 – Current)

Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
• 1201 Taraval Street (1954 – 1982)
• 110 West Portal Avenue (1982 – 1988)

Physical  Features or  Tradit ions that Define the Business : 

• Committed to maintaining the traditional butcher’s skills and service.
• Passing on butchering trade and skills to the new generations of San Franciscans

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and recommendations are made 
solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the Legacy Business Registry, and the 
Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject property or any of its features constitutes a 
historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission Secretary to 
transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2023-001582LBR to the Office of Small 
Business on March 15, 2023. 

Jonas P. Ionin 
Commission Secretary 

AYES: Wright, Black, Foley, Johns, So, Nageswaran 

NOES: None 

ABSENT:     Matsuda 

ADOPTED: March 15, 2023 

http://www.sf-planning.org/info
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