
 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Youngblood, Stacy (POL)
To: SFPD, Commission (POL)
Subject: FW: Protect our community! End biased police stops!
Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023 8:36:44 AM

 
 

From: Kaylah May <kaylah.p.may@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 4, 2023 3:36 PM
To: Youngblood, Stacy (POL) <Stacy.A.Youngblood@sfgov.org>
Subject: Protect our community! End biased police stops!
 

 

Dear Sergeant Stacy Youngblood,

 
PLEASE! End Pretext Stops! I urge you to please approve a revision to DGO 9.01 regarding traffic
enforcement and to end biased pretext stops in San Francisco. Police use alleged traffic violations -
hanging an air freshener or tasbeeh, sleeping in their car, driving with a broken taillight, and riding a
bike without headlights – to conduct these stops, oftentimes as an excuse to harass and search
motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians. 

Studies have shown that pretext stops are biased and disparately impact people of color. Black San
Franciscans make up less than five percent of San Francisco’s population but account for 26 percent
of stops and 36 percent of searches. 
Since 2018, San Francisco Police Department has stopped Black people at least six times the rate of
white people, searched Black people at least 10 times the rate of white people, and was at least 12
times more likely to use force on Black people than white people.

Biased pretext stops have and continue to cause generational harm to the community and can lead
to police misconduct and use of force – even death. Daunte Wright, Willie McCoy, Cristian Cobian,
and Philando Castile were all tragically killed by police during a pretext stop. 

Biased pretext stops do little to reduce crime; however, it increases the chance of interaction with
law enforcement which can result in the use of force. Research shows that enforcing pretextual
infractions has significant downsides in terms of the harassment and profiling of communities of
color and is a waste of taxpayer resources. Please adopt a comprehensive policy to prohibit these
racially biased traffic stops in San Francisco as soon as possible, and do not provide SFPD with easily
used exceptions that will reduce the effectiveness of the much-needed policy change.
 

Sincerely,
Kaylah May

mailto:stacy.a.youngblood@sfgov.org
mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org




 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Youngblood, Stacy (POL)
To: SFPD, Commission (POL)
Subject: FW: Protect our community! End biased police stops!
Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023 8:53:48 AM

 
 

From: Lauren Chinn <ljchinn1@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 4, 2023 8:59 PM
To: Youngblood, Stacy (POL) <Stacy.A.Youngblood@sfgov.org>
Subject: Protect our community! End biased police stops!
 

 

Dear Sergeant Stacy Youngblood,

 
My name is Lauren Chinn, and I live in Chinatown in District 3.

I urge you to please approve a revision to DGO 9.01 regarding traffic enforcement and to end biased
pretext stops in San Francisco. Police use alleged traffic violations - hanging an air freshener or
tasbeeh, sleeping in their car, driving with a broken taillight, and riding a bike without headlights – to
conduct these stops, oftentimes as an excuse to harass and search motorists, bicyclists, and
pedestrians. 

Studies have shown that pretext stops are biased and disparately impact people of color. Black San
Franciscans make up less than five percent of San Francisco’s population but account for 26 percent
of stops and 36 percent of searches. 
Since 2018, San Francisco Police Department has stopped Black people at least six times the rate of
white people, searched Black people at least 10 times the rate of white people, and was at least 12
times more likely to use force on Black people than white people.

Biased pretext stops have and continue to cause generational harm to the community and can lead
to police misconduct and use of force – even death. Daunte Wright, Willie McCoy, Cristian Cobian,
and Philando Castile were all tragically killed by police during a pretext stop. 

Biased pretext stops do little to reduce crime; however, it increases the chance of interaction with
law enforcement which can result in the use of force. Research shows that enforcing pretextual
infractions has significant downsides in terms of the harassment and profiling of communities of
color and is a waste of taxpayer resources. Please adopt a comprehensive policy to prohibit these
racially biased traffic stops in San Francisco as soon as possible, and do not provide SFPD with easily
used exceptions that will reduce the effectiveness of the much-needed policy change.
 

mailto:stacy.a.youngblood@sfgov.org
mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org


Sincerely,
Lauren Chinn



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Shiba Bandeeba
To: SFPD, Commission (POL); Board of Supervisors (BOS)
Subject: RE: DGO 9.07 — End Pretext Stops — SUPPORT
Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023 9:42:34 AM
Attachments: HomeRise Support Letter_ End Pretext Stops.pdf

 
Good Morning Commissioners and Board members,

Happy New Year to all. 

I am reaching out to you all on behalf of our organization, HomeRise, a supportive housing provider
in San Francisco. 

We are proud to support the amazing work the End Pretext Stops coalition has been working on to
bring accountability and racial equity to our current policing practices. We strongly urge you to
continue supporting our community of residents by implementing transformative policies
and procedures. Ending racially biased traffic stops is pivotal to moving our city forward as we
address the most pressing matters delaying reform within our criminal justice systems.

Please find HomeRise's support letter attached to this email. 

In Community,
Shiba 

Shiba Bandeeba,  M.Ed (she/her) | Public Policy Manager 
HomeRise (Formerly Community Housing Partnership) 
P: 818.987.9121 
E: sbandeeba@homerisesf.org
www.homerisesf.org
 
Central Office
251 Post Street, Suite 200
San Francisco CA 94108 

mailto:sbandeeba@HomeRiseSF.org
mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org
mailto:sbandeeba@homerisesf.org
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http://www.homerisesf.org/___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzoyY2MyM2M3YWRlMmNhZDcxM2Q4MzBiZGVkZjNjZWM2Yjo2OmRiOTI6NGFkZmQ3ODE1YTI3MTE4MGI0ZDlkYmI1OWZjYjYyY2Y4MTdjNzEyMjZmY2Y1NTM4ZDc1YjA5YjQxZWM3M2QzNzpoOkY



Thursday, January 5, 2023


The Honorable Cindy Elias
President, Police Commission Office
San Francisco Police Headquarters
1245 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA 94158
sfpd.commission@sfgov.org


Re: DGO 9.07 — End Pretext Stops — SUPPORT


Dear President Elias and Commissioners,


HomeRise writes in strong support of Department General Order (DGO) 9.07, and
respectfully requests your AYE vote on the proposed policy. Currently under submission,
DGO 9.07 would update the San Francisco Police Department’s (SFPD) traffic
enforcement policy to limit the use of pretext stops, prohibit consent searches during
traffic stops, and improve traffic stop data collection and reporting requirements.


HomeRise, is a  permanent supportive housing provider in San Francisco. Our mission is
to remove systemic barriers for our residents so that they can reach a level of self
sufficiency to begin advocating for themselves. Pretext Stops have had a historic and
direct impact on our residents, the majority being Black and Brown individuals from San
Francisco, who have faced the revolving door of our criminal justice system due to
racially biased policing. Most of our residents come from BIPOC communities where
they have been penalized for being poor, for example, being racially profiled during a
traffic stop because their registration was not up to date. They have experienced and
continue to experience adversities that further disconnect them from socio-economic
opportunities, their quality of life is dictated by the institutional policies of our city. As an
organization that believes in the reinvestment of people, HomeRise believes that
eliminating Pretext Stops will create a system of accountability that will pivot SFPD’s
engagements not only with our residents, but all marginalized community members of
San Francisco.


Traffic stops are the most common source of all police-citizen interactions, and the extent
and nature of racial disparities in San Francisco’s traffic stops are substantial, egregious,
and unjustified. Rigorous evaluation, including recent SPUR analysis that was presented
to the Police Commission on December 14, 2022, proves there are sustained and
troubling disparities in how SFPD interacts with people they stop depending on their
race. Furthermore, the searches that often result from these stops have extremely low
yield rates for “contraband” and are essentially a waste of resources. People face starkly
different experiences when interacting  with SFPD based on the color of their skin, and it



mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org

https://homerisesf.org





is up to the Police Commission to take immediate steps and enact policy changes to
remedy racially-based policing.


Pretext stops are a poor investigative tool and instead generate anger and alienation
among Black and Brown communities. The mistrust generated is particularly acute within
the demographic communities that receive extra police scrutiny, and we cannot look at
the evidence and continue to discount complaints in communities of color about different
standards for police encounters, nor can we ignore the collateral and sometimes deadly
consequences. Pretext stops are applied unevenly across racial lines, Black and Brown
San Franciscans are clearly targeted for more aggressive treatment, these differences are
not justified by differences in criminality, and communities of color have paid a
tremendous social cost.


Despite training and attempts to shift the culture of SFPD, the data undeniably
demonstrates that San Francisco does not understand how to balance public safety needs
with respect and equity for all its residents — the stops that would end under this policy
account for as many as 10,000 unnecessary traffic stops in San Francisco a year. For
victims of racially biased policing, it can be humiliating, life altering, and dangerous —
these kinds of stops can lead to use of force and police misconduct, impose a severe
burden on those least able to bear it, and undermine and erode the relationship between
the public and the police. The need for reform is reinforced by the June 2022 University
of California San Francisco report that found that San Francisco ranks the worst in the
state for police-caused hospitalization rates for Black residents.


In their 2022 annual report, the Committee on Revision of the Penal Code, a
California-wide committee of legal experts, states, “pretext stops are ripe for racial
profiling,” have “disturbing racial disparities,” and recommends, “prohibit[ing] police
officers from stopping people for technical, non-safety-related traffic offenses.” This
form of structural racism can be addressed via policy change without decreasing public
safety. Pretext stops, and the resulting detentions, questioning, arrests, court appearances,
and incarceration merit concern, and DGO 9.07 represents a meaningful solution to the
disparate outcomes. Regardless of the underlying causes or circumstances of these
patterns in policing — be it explicit or implicit bias — ending pretext stops is feasible
and has been proven to be effective at reducing attendant harms and with no adverse
consequences.


From the beginning, this proposal has always been about the health and well-being of our
entire San Francisco community. This DGO is specifically focused on eliminating those
stops that present no public safety risk and brings SFPD’s traffic enforcement policy into
alignment with widely established best practices. Reducing pretext stops does not
increase public danger and demonstrates San Francisco’s ability to make the







data-informed decision to join the other jurisdictions across the country that have already
implemented similar effective policies.


Failure to pass and implement this DGO in a timely manner would send an incredibly
damaging message that San Francisco does not view communities of color as full
members of society, that they are not to expect equal treatment, and that the most visible
government agents they are likely to encounter — the police — view them as dangerous
threats. We cannot afford to continue down a path that allows Black and Brown lives to
be dominated by counterproductive and unjustifiable widespread domains of criminality.
As such, we respectfully request that you give credence to those members of our
community who are disparately harmed by racially biased policing and act accordingly.


On behalf of HomeRise,  please unanimously pass DGO 9.07 and end pretext stops in
San Francisco. For questions about our position, please contact me at
sbandeeba@homerisesf.org.


Sincerely,


Shiba Bandeeba, M.Ed (she/her)|Public Policy Manager
HomeRise (Formerly Community Housing Partnership)
E:sbandeeba@homerisesf.org
www.homerisesf.org



mailto:sbandeeba@homerisesf.org
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Thursday, January 5, 2023

The Honorable Cindy Elias
President, Police Commission Office
San Francisco Police Headquarters
1245 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA 94158
sfpd.commission@sfgov.org

Re: DGO 9.07 — End Pretext Stops — SUPPORT

Dear President Elias and Commissioners,

HomeRise writes in strong support of Department General Order (DGO) 9.07, and
respectfully requests your AYE vote on the proposed policy. Currently under submission,
DGO 9.07 would update the San Francisco Police Department’s (SFPD) traffic
enforcement policy to limit the use of pretext stops, prohibit consent searches during
traffic stops, and improve traffic stop data collection and reporting requirements.

HomeRise, is a  permanent supportive housing provider in San Francisco. Our mission is
to remove systemic barriers for our residents so that they can reach a level of self
sufficiency to begin advocating for themselves. Pretext Stops have had a historic and
direct impact on our residents, the majority being Black and Brown individuals from San
Francisco, who have faced the revolving door of our criminal justice system due to
racially biased policing. Most of our residents come from BIPOC communities where
they have been penalized for being poor, for example, being racially profiled during a
traffic stop because their registration was not up to date. They have experienced and
continue to experience adversities that further disconnect them from socio-economic
opportunities, their quality of life is dictated by the institutional policies of our city. As an
organization that believes in the reinvestment of people, HomeRise believes that
eliminating Pretext Stops will create a system of accountability that will pivot SFPD’s
engagements not only with our residents, but all marginalized community members of
San Francisco.

Traffic stops are the most common source of all police-citizen interactions, and the extent
and nature of racial disparities in San Francisco’s traffic stops are substantial, egregious,
and unjustified. Rigorous evaluation, including recent SPUR analysis that was presented
to the Police Commission on December 14, 2022, proves there are sustained and
troubling disparities in how SFPD interacts with people they stop depending on their
race. Furthermore, the searches that often result from these stops have extremely low
yield rates for “contraband” and are essentially a waste of resources. People face starkly
different experiences when interacting  with SFPD based on the color of their skin, and it

mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org
https://homerisesf.org


is up to the Police Commission to take immediate steps and enact policy changes to
remedy racially-based policing.

Pretext stops are a poor investigative tool and instead generate anger and alienation
among Black and Brown communities. The mistrust generated is particularly acute within
the demographic communities that receive extra police scrutiny, and we cannot look at
the evidence and continue to discount complaints in communities of color about different
standards for police encounters, nor can we ignore the collateral and sometimes deadly
consequences. Pretext stops are applied unevenly across racial lines, Black and Brown
San Franciscans are clearly targeted for more aggressive treatment, these differences are
not justified by differences in criminality, and communities of color have paid a
tremendous social cost.

Despite training and attempts to shift the culture of SFPD, the data undeniably
demonstrates that San Francisco does not understand how to balance public safety needs
with respect and equity for all its residents — the stops that would end under this policy
account for as many as 10,000 unnecessary traffic stops in San Francisco a year. For
victims of racially biased policing, it can be humiliating, life altering, and dangerous —
these kinds of stops can lead to use of force and police misconduct, impose a severe
burden on those least able to bear it, and undermine and erode the relationship between
the public and the police. The need for reform is reinforced by the June 2022 University
of California San Francisco report that found that San Francisco ranks the worst in the
state for police-caused hospitalization rates for Black residents.

In their 2022 annual report, the Committee on Revision of the Penal Code, a
California-wide committee of legal experts, states, “pretext stops are ripe for racial
profiling,” have “disturbing racial disparities,” and recommends, “prohibit[ing] police
officers from stopping people for technical, non-safety-related traffic offenses.” This
form of structural racism can be addressed via policy change without decreasing public
safety. Pretext stops, and the resulting detentions, questioning, arrests, court appearances,
and incarceration merit concern, and DGO 9.07 represents a meaningful solution to the
disparate outcomes. Regardless of the underlying causes or circumstances of these
patterns in policing — be it explicit or implicit bias — ending pretext stops is feasible
and has been proven to be effective at reducing attendant harms and with no adverse
consequences.

From the beginning, this proposal has always been about the health and well-being of our
entire San Francisco community. This DGO is specifically focused on eliminating those
stops that present no public safety risk and brings SFPD’s traffic enforcement policy into
alignment with widely established best practices. Reducing pretext stops does not
increase public danger and demonstrates San Francisco’s ability to make the



data-informed decision to join the other jurisdictions across the country that have already
implemented similar effective policies.

Failure to pass and implement this DGO in a timely manner would send an incredibly
damaging message that San Francisco does not view communities of color as full
members of society, that they are not to expect equal treatment, and that the most visible
government agents they are likely to encounter — the police — view them as dangerous
threats. We cannot afford to continue down a path that allows Black and Brown lives to
be dominated by counterproductive and unjustifiable widespread domains of criminality.
As such, we respectfully request that you give credence to those members of our
community who are disparately harmed by racially biased policing and act accordingly.

On behalf of HomeRise,  please unanimously pass DGO 9.07 and end pretext stops in
San Francisco. For questions about our position, please contact me at
sbandeeba@homerisesf.org.

Sincerely,

Shiba Bandeeba, M.Ed (she/her)|Public Policy Manager
HomeRise (Formerly Community Housing Partnership)
E:sbandeeba@homerisesf.org
www.homerisesf.org

mailto:sbandeeba@homerisesf.org
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Tracy Rosenberg
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); SFPD, Commission (POL)
Subject: Letter of Support for Pretext Stops Legislation
Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023 12:47:37 PM
Attachments: Media Alliance and Oakland Privacy Letter of Support for Traffic Stop Legislation.pdf

 

Greetings, 

Please find enclosed a letter of support for proposed pretext stop legislation to be considered by the Commission on
January 11th. 

Best, 

Tracy Rosenberg
on behalf of Media Alliance and Oakland Privacy

-- 
Tracy Rosenberg
Executive Director
Media Alliance
2830 20th Street Suite 201
San Francisco, CA 94110
https://media-alliance.org
Email: tracy@media-alliance.org
415-746-9475 (office)
510-684-6853 (cell)
Encrypted email at tracy.rosenberg@protonmail.com
Text via Signal
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers

-

mailto:tracy@media-alliance.org
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org
mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org
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mailto:tracy.rosenberg@protonmail.com



January 5, 2022


The Honorable Cindy Elias
President, Police Commission Office
San Francisco Police Headquarters
1245 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA 94158
sfpd.commission@sfgov.org


Re: DGO 9.07 — End Pretext Stops — SUPPORT


Dear President Elias and Commissioners,


Media Alliance and Oakland Privacy write in strong support of Department General Order (DGO) 9.07, and respectfully 
requests your AYE vote on the proposed policy. Currently under submission, DGO 9.07 would update the San Francisco 
Police Department’s (SFPD) traffic enforcement policy to limit the use of pretext stops, prohibit consent searches during 
traffic stops, and improve traffic stop data collection and reporting requirements.


Oakland Privacy is a citizen's coalition that works regionally to defend the right to privacy, enhance public transparency, 
and increase oversight of law enforcement, particularly regarding the use of surveillance techniques and equipment. We 
were instrumental in the creation of the first standing municipal citizens’ privacy advisory commission in the City of 
Oakland, and we have engaged in privacy enhancing legislative efforts with  several Northern California cities and regional 
entities. As experts on municipal privacy reform, we have written use policies and impact reports for a variety of 
surveillance technologies, conducted research and investigations, and developed frameworks for the implementation of 
equipment with respect for civil rights, privacy protections and community control. 


Media Alliance is a Bay Area democratic communications advocate. Our members include professional and citizen 
journalists and community-based media and communications professionals who work with the media. Our members are 
concerned with communications rights, especially at the intersections of class, race and marginalized communities. 
Both organizations address civil rights and the relationship of police power to the rights of residents to freedom, safety and
security. 


Traffic stops are the most common source of all police-citizen interactions, and the extent and nature of racial disparities in
San Francisco’s traffic stops are substantial, egregious, and unjustified. Rigorous evaluation, proves there are sustained and
troubling disparities in how SFPD interacts with people they stop depending on their race. Furthermore, the searches that 
often result from these stops have extremely low yield rates for “contraband” and are essentially a waste of resources. 



mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org





People face starkly different experiences when interacting  with SFPD based on the color of their skin, and it is up to the 
Police Commission to take immediate steps and enact policy changes to remedy racially-based policing.


Pretext stops are a poor investigative tool and instead generate anger and alienation among Black and Brown 
communities. The mistrust generated is particularly acute within the demographic communities that receive extra police 
scrutiny, and we cannot look at the evidence and continue to discount complaints in communities of color about different  
standards for police encounters, nor can we ignore the collateral and sometimes deadly consequences. Pretext stops are 
applied unevenly across racial lines, Black and Brown San Franciscans are clearly targeted for more aggressive treatment, 
these differences are not justified by differences in criminality, and communities of color have paid a tremendous social 
cost. 


Despite training and attempts to shift the culture of SFPD, the data undeniably demonstrates that San Francisco does not 
understand how to balance public safety needs with respect and equity for all its residents — the stops that would end 
under this policy account for as many as 10,000 unnecessary traffic stops in San Francisco a year. For victims of racially 
biased policing, it can be humiliating, life altering, and dangerous — these kinds of stops can lead to use of force and police
misconduct, impose a severe burden on those least able to bear it, and undermine and erode the relationship between the
public and the police. The need for reform is reinforced by the June 2022 University of California San Francisco report that 
found that San Francisco ranks the worst in the state for police-caused hospitalization rates for Black residents.


In their 2022 annual report, the Committee on Revision of the Penal Code, a California-wide committee of legal experts, 
states, “pretext stops are ripe for racial profiling,” have “disturbing racial disparities,” and recommends, “prohibit[ing] 
police officers from stopping people for technical, non-safety-related traffic offenses.” This form of structural racism can be
addressed via policy change without decreasing public safety. Pretext stops, and the resulting detentions, questioning, 
arrests, court appearances, and incarceration merit concern, and DGO 9.07 represents a meaningful solution to the 
disparate outcomes. Regardless of the underlying causes or circumstances of these patterns in policing — be it explicit or 
implicit bias — ending pretext stops is feasible and has been proven to be effective at reducing attendant harms and with 
no adverse consequences. 


From the beginning, this proposal has always been about the health and well-being of our entire San Francisco community.
This DGO is specifically focused on eliminating those stops that present no public safety risk and brings SFPD’s traffic 
enforcement policy into alignment with widely established best practices. Reducing pretext stops does not increase public 
danger and demonstrates San Francisco’s ability to make the data-informed decision to join the other jurisdictions across 
the country that have already implemented similar effective policies.


Failure to pass and implement this DGO in a timely manner would send an incredibly damaging message that San Francisco
does not view communities of color as full members of society, that they are not to expect equal treatment, and that the 
most visible government agents they are likely to encounter — the police — view them as dangerous threats. We cannot 
afford to continue down a path that allows Black and Brown lives to be dominated by counterproductive and unjustifiable 
widespread domains of criminality. As such, we respectfully request that you give credence to those members of our 
community who are disparately harmed by racially biased policing and act accordingly. On behalf of Media Alliance and 
Oakland Privacy, please unanimously pass DGO 9.07 and end pretext stops in San Francisco. For questions about our 
position, please contact me at tracy@media-alliance.org. 



mailto:tracy@media-alliance.org





Sincerely,


Tracy Rosenberg
Executive Director
Media Alliance
2830 20th Street
San Francisco CA 94110
Email: tracy@media-alliance.org
Web: https://media-alliance.org


and


Tracy Rosenberg
Advocacy Director
Oakland Privacy
4799 Shattuck Avenue
Oakland CA 94609
Email: contact@oaklandprivacy.org
Web: https://oaklandprivacy.org


Cc: San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org



https://oaklandprivacy.org/

mailto:contact@oaklandprivacy.org

https://media-alliance.org/

mailto:tracy@media-alliance.org
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January 5, 2022

The Honorable Cindy Elias
President, Police Commission Office
San Francisco Police Headquarters
1245 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA 94158
sfpd.commission@sfgov.org

Re: DGO 9.07 — End Pretext Stops — SUPPORT

Dear President Elias and Commissioners,

Media Alliance and Oakland Privacy write in strong support of Department General Order (DGO) 9.07, and respectfully 
requests your AYE vote on the proposed policy. Currently under submission, DGO 9.07 would update the San Francisco 
Police Department’s (SFPD) traffic enforcement policy to limit the use of pretext stops, prohibit consent searches during 
traffic stops, and improve traffic stop data collection and reporting requirements.

Oakland Privacy is a citizen's coalition that works regionally to defend the right to privacy, enhance public transparency, 
and increase oversight of law enforcement, particularly regarding the use of surveillance techniques and equipment. We 
were instrumental in the creation of the first standing municipal citizens’ privacy advisory commission in the City of 
Oakland, and we have engaged in privacy enhancing legislative efforts with  several Northern California cities and regional 
entities. As experts on municipal privacy reform, we have written use policies and impact reports for a variety of 
surveillance technologies, conducted research and investigations, and developed frameworks for the implementation of 
equipment with respect for civil rights, privacy protections and community control. 

Media Alliance is a Bay Area democratic communications advocate. Our members include professional and citizen 
journalists and community-based media and communications professionals who work with the media. Our members are 
concerned with communications rights, especially at the intersections of class, race and marginalized communities. 
Both organizations address civil rights and the relationship of police power to the rights of residents to freedom, safety and
security. 

Traffic stops are the most common source of all police-citizen interactions, and the extent and nature of racial disparities in
San Francisco’s traffic stops are substantial, egregious, and unjustified. Rigorous evaluation, proves there are sustained and
troubling disparities in how SFPD interacts with people they stop depending on their race. Furthermore, the searches that 
often result from these stops have extremely low yield rates for “contraband” and are essentially a waste of resources. 

mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org


People face starkly different experiences when interacting  with SFPD based on the color of their skin, and it is up to the 
Police Commission to take immediate steps and enact policy changes to remedy racially-based policing.

Pretext stops are a poor investigative tool and instead generate anger and alienation among Black and Brown 
communities. The mistrust generated is particularly acute within the demographic communities that receive extra police 
scrutiny, and we cannot look at the evidence and continue to discount complaints in communities of color about different  
standards for police encounters, nor can we ignore the collateral and sometimes deadly consequences. Pretext stops are 
applied unevenly across racial lines, Black and Brown San Franciscans are clearly targeted for more aggressive treatment, 
these differences are not justified by differences in criminality, and communities of color have paid a tremendous social 
cost. 

Despite training and attempts to shift the culture of SFPD, the data undeniably demonstrates that San Francisco does not 
understand how to balance public safety needs with respect and equity for all its residents — the stops that would end 
under this policy account for as many as 10,000 unnecessary traffic stops in San Francisco a year. For victims of racially 
biased policing, it can be humiliating, life altering, and dangerous — these kinds of stops can lead to use of force and police
misconduct, impose a severe burden on those least able to bear it, and undermine and erode the relationship between the
public and the police. The need for reform is reinforced by the June 2022 University of California San Francisco report that 
found that San Francisco ranks the worst in the state for police-caused hospitalization rates for Black residents.

In their 2022 annual report, the Committee on Revision of the Penal Code, a California-wide committee of legal experts, 
states, “pretext stops are ripe for racial profiling,” have “disturbing racial disparities,” and recommends, “prohibit[ing] 
police officers from stopping people for technical, non-safety-related traffic offenses.” This form of structural racism can be
addressed via policy change without decreasing public safety. Pretext stops, and the resulting detentions, questioning, 
arrests, court appearances, and incarceration merit concern, and DGO 9.07 represents a meaningful solution to the 
disparate outcomes. Regardless of the underlying causes or circumstances of these patterns in policing — be it explicit or 
implicit bias — ending pretext stops is feasible and has been proven to be effective at reducing attendant harms and with 
no adverse consequences. 

From the beginning, this proposal has always been about the health and well-being of our entire San Francisco community.
This DGO is specifically focused on eliminating those stops that present no public safety risk and brings SFPD’s traffic 
enforcement policy into alignment with widely established best practices. Reducing pretext stops does not increase public 
danger and demonstrates San Francisco’s ability to make the data-informed decision to join the other jurisdictions across 
the country that have already implemented similar effective policies.

Failure to pass and implement this DGO in a timely manner would send an incredibly damaging message that San Francisco
does not view communities of color as full members of society, that they are not to expect equal treatment, and that the 
most visible government agents they are likely to encounter — the police — view them as dangerous threats. We cannot 
afford to continue down a path that allows Black and Brown lives to be dominated by counterproductive and unjustifiable 
widespread domains of criminality. As such, we respectfully request that you give credence to those members of our 
community who are disparately harmed by racially biased policing and act accordingly. On behalf of Media Alliance and 
Oakland Privacy, please unanimously pass DGO 9.07 and end pretext stops in San Francisco. For questions about our 
position, please contact me at tracy@media-alliance.org. 
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Sincerely,

Tracy Rosenberg
Executive Director
Media Alliance
2830 20th Street
San Francisco CA 94110
Email: tracy@media-alliance.org
Web: https://media-alliance.org

and

Tracy Rosenberg
Advocacy Director
Oakland Privacy
4799 Shattuck Avenue
Oakland CA 94609
Email: contact@oaklandprivacy.org
Web: https://oaklandprivacy.org

Cc: San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org
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  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

From: Janelle Wong
To: SFPD, Commission (POL)
Cc: Breed, Mayor London (MYR); Board of Supervisors (BOS); Jodie Medeiros
Subject: Letter of Support Department General Order 9.07
Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023 1:01:45 PM
Attachments: Letter of Support SF Bike and Walk SF - Pre-text Stops.pdf

 

Please find attached a letter of support for DGO 9.07.

Best, 

Janelle Wong

-- 

Janelle Wong
Executive Director
Text or call 415.226.9168 | janelle@sfbike.org
Pronouns: she, her
____________________________
San Francisco Bicycle Coalition

Promoting the Bicycle for Everyday Transportation
1720 Market St. 
San Francisco, CA 94102
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January 5, 2023


The Honorable Cindy Elias
President, Police Commission Office
San Francisco Police Headquarters
1245 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA 94158
sfpd.commission@sfgov.org


Re: Letter of Support to End Pretext Stops


Dear President Elias and Commissioners,


The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition and Walk San Francisco are writing in support of Department General
Order (DGO) 9.07, and respectfully request your AYE vote on the proposed policy. Currently under
submission, DGO 9.07 would update the traffic enforcement policy for San Francisco to end the use of
pretext stops and improve data collection and reporting requirements for the San Francisco Police
Department (SFPD).


San Francisco Bicycle Coalition and Walk San Francisco are just two community organizations of a broad
coalition of community organizations concerned about racially biased traffic stops by police in San
Francisco.


The pretext stops that are under submission are, by definition, unrelated to the most dangerous driving
behavior that are highlighted under Vision Zero policy – speeding, violating pedestrian right of way,
running red lights, running stop signs and failing to yield while turning. As safe streets advocates, we
firmly believe that law enforcement resources should focus on these dangerous driving behaviors, which
are primarily responsible for most serious pedestrian and cyclist injuries on our streets. This past year
was the most deadly year for traffic violence in San Francisco since the SFPD committed to Vision Zero in
2014. A total of 36 people lost their lives, more than half of those lives lost were people walking and just
a few days into 2023, we have already lost one pedestrian to traffic violence. These deaths are
preventable. The limited resources of our city’s police department should be recalibrated and should be
shifted away from pretextual traffic infractions to focus on the most dangerous driving behaviors.


From the beginning, the Coalition to End Pretext Stops came together for the health and well-being of
our entire San Francisco community. This DGO is specifically focused on eliminating those stops that
present no public safety risk and brings SFPD’s traffic enforcement policy into alignment with widely
established best practices. Reducing pretext stops has not been proven to increase public danger and
demonstrates San Francisco’s ability to make the data-informed decision to join the other jurisdictions
across the country that have already implemented similar effective policies. As safe streets advocates,
we are committed to creating safer streets for all members of our community, and we view the ending of



mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org





racially biased traffic stops as an important aspect for making our streets feel safe for all San Francisco
residents.


Failure to pass and implement this DGO now would send a damaging message that San Francisco does
not take Vision Zero seriously, by encouraging police officers to continue to conduct low-level pretextual
stops rather than focusing scarce law enforcement resources on known, dangerous activities. We cannot
afford to continue down this path, particularly given the disparate impact of pretext stops on
communities of color and the rate at which people are dying from dangerous driving behaviors. As such,
we respectfully request that you give credence to those members of our community who are disparately
harmed by racially biased policing and act accordingly.


On behalf of the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition and Walk San Francisco, please unanimously pass DGO
9.07 and end pretext stops in San Francisco.


Sincerely,


Janelle P. Wong                                                                                         Jodie Medeiros
SF Bicycle Coalition, Executive Director                                               Walk San Francisco, Executive Director


Cc: Mayor London Breed, MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org



mailto:MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org
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January 5, 2023

The Honorable Cindy Elias
President, Police Commission Office
San Francisco Police Headquarters
1245 3rd Street
San Francisco, CA 94158
sfpd.commission@sfgov.org

Re: Letter of Support to End Pretext Stops

Dear President Elias and Commissioners,

The San Francisco Bicycle Coalition and Walk San Francisco are writing in support of Department General
Order (DGO) 9.07, and respectfully request your AYE vote on the proposed policy. Currently under
submission, DGO 9.07 would update the traffic enforcement policy for San Francisco to end the use of
pretext stops and improve data collection and reporting requirements for the San Francisco Police
Department (SFPD).

San Francisco Bicycle Coalition and Walk San Francisco are just two community organizations of a broad
coalition of community organizations concerned about racially biased traffic stops by police in San
Francisco.

The pretext stops that are under submission are, by definition, unrelated to the most dangerous driving
behavior that are highlighted under Vision Zero policy – speeding, violating pedestrian right of way,
running red lights, running stop signs and failing to yield while turning. As safe streets advocates, we
firmly believe that law enforcement resources should focus on these dangerous driving behaviors, which
are primarily responsible for most serious pedestrian and cyclist injuries on our streets. This past year
was the most deadly year for traffic violence in San Francisco since the SFPD committed to Vision Zero in
2014. A total of 36 people lost their lives, more than half of those lives lost were people walking and just
a few days into 2023, we have already lost one pedestrian to traffic violence. These deaths are
preventable. The limited resources of our city’s police department should be recalibrated and should be
shifted away from pretextual traffic infractions to focus on the most dangerous driving behaviors.

From the beginning, the Coalition to End Pretext Stops came together for the health and well-being of
our entire San Francisco community. This DGO is specifically focused on eliminating those stops that
present no public safety risk and brings SFPD’s traffic enforcement policy into alignment with widely
established best practices. Reducing pretext stops has not been proven to increase public danger and
demonstrates San Francisco’s ability to make the data-informed decision to join the other jurisdictions
across the country that have already implemented similar effective policies. As safe streets advocates,
we are committed to creating safer streets for all members of our community, and we view the ending of

mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org


racially biased traffic stops as an important aspect for making our streets feel safe for all San Francisco
residents.

Failure to pass and implement this DGO now would send a damaging message that San Francisco does
not take Vision Zero seriously, by encouraging police officers to continue to conduct low-level pretextual
stops rather than focusing scarce law enforcement resources on known, dangerous activities. We cannot
afford to continue down this path, particularly given the disparate impact of pretext stops on
communities of color and the rate at which people are dying from dangerous driving behaviors. As such,
we respectfully request that you give credence to those members of our community who are disparately
harmed by racially biased policing and act accordingly.

On behalf of the San Francisco Bicycle Coalition and Walk San Francisco, please unanimously pass DGO
9.07 and end pretext stops in San Francisco.

Sincerely,

Janelle P. Wong                                                                                         Jodie Medeiros
SF Bicycle Coalition, Executive Director                                               Walk San Francisco, Executive Director

Cc: Mayor London Breed, MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org
San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Kaylena Katz
To: SFPD, Commission (POL)
Subject: Protect our community! End biased police stops!
Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023 1:15:28 PM

 

Dear Police Commission,

I urge you to please approve a revision to DGO 9.01 regarding traffic enforcement and to end
biased pretext stops in San Francisco. Police use alleged traffic violations - hanging an air
freshener or tasbeeh, sleeping in their car, driving with a broken taillight, and riding a bike
without headlights – to conduct these stops, oftentimes as an excuse to harass and search
motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians. 

Studies have shown that pretext stops are biased and disparately impact people of color. Black
San Franciscans make up less than five percent of San Francisco’s population but account for
26 percent of stops and 36 percent of searches. 
Since 2018, San Francisco Police Department has stopped Black people at least six times the
rate of white people, searched Black people at least 10 times the rate of white people, and was
at least 12 times more likely to use force on Black people than white people.

Biased pretext stops have and continue to cause generational harm to the community and can
lead to police misconduct and use of force – even death. Daunte Wright, Willie McCoy,
Cristian Cobian, and Philando Castile were all tragically killed by police during a pretext stop.

Biased pretext stops do little to reduce crime; however, it increases the chance of interaction
with law enforcement which can result in the use of force. Research shows that enforcing
pretextual infractions has significant downsides in terms of the harassment and profiling of
communities of color and is a waste of taxpayer resources. Please adopt a comprehensive
policy to prohibit these racially biased traffic stops in San Francisco as soon as possible, and
do not provide SFPD with easily used exceptions that will reduce the effectiveness of the
much-needed policy change.

Sincerely,
Kaylena Katz

mailto:kaylenakatz@gmail.com
mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org


 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Youngblood, Stacy (POL)
To: SFPD, Commission (POL)
Subject: FW: Protect our community! End biased police stops!
Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023 1:17:27 PM

 
 

From: Kaylena Katz <kaylenakatz@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 5, 2023 1:15 PM
To: Youngblood, Stacy (POL) <Stacy.A.Youngblood@sfgov.org>
Subject: Protect our community! End biased police stops!
 

 

Dear Sergeant Stacy Youngblood,

 
I urge you to please approve a revision to DGO 9.01 regarding traffic enforcement and to end biased
pretext stops in San Francisco. Police use alleged traffic violations - hanging an air freshener or
tasbeeh, sleeping in their car, driving with a broken taillight, and riding a bike without headlights – to
conduct these stops, oftentimes as an excuse to harass and search motorists, bicyclists, and
pedestrians. 

Studies have shown that pretext stops are biased and disparately impact people of color. Black San
Franciscans make up less than five percent of San Francisco’s population but account for 26 percent
of stops and 36 percent of searches. 
Since 2018, San Francisco Police Department has stopped Black people at least six times the rate of
white people, searched Black people at least 10 times the rate of white people, and was at least 12
times more likely to use force on Black people than white people.

Biased pretext stops have and continue to cause generational harm to the community and can lead
to police misconduct and use of force – even death. Daunte Wright, Willie McCoy, Cristian Cobian,
and Philando Castile were all tragically killed by police during a pretext stop. 

Biased pretext stops do little to reduce crime; however, it increases the chance of interaction with
law enforcement which can result in the use of force. Research shows that enforcing pretextual
infractions has significant downsides in terms of the harassment and profiling of communities of
color and is a waste of taxpayer resources. Please adopt a comprehensive policy to prohibit these
racially biased traffic stops in San Francisco as soon as possible, and do not provide SFPD with easily
used exceptions that will reduce the effectiveness of the much-needed policy change.
 

Sincerely,
Kaylena Katz

mailto:stacy.a.youngblood@sfgov.org
mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org




 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Antonio Diaz
To: SFPD, Commission (POL); Board of Supervisors (BOS)
Subject: DGO 9.07 — End Pretext Stops — Letter of SUPPORT
Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023 1:47:28 PM
Attachments: End Pretext Stops - PODER Support Letter.pdf

 

Esteemed Board of Supervisors and SFPD Commissioners,

Attached please find a letter of support from PODER of Department General Order (DGO)
9.07.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely, 

Antonio Díaz

-- 
Antonio Díaz
Organizational Director
PODER
People Organizing to Demand Environmental & Economic Rights
474 Valencia Street, #125
San Francisco, CA 94103
Phone: 415-431-4210
Email: adiaz@podersf.org
Website • Twitter • Instagram • Facebook

Support our work by donating now!
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Centro del Pueblo • 474 Valencia Street #125, San Francisco, CA 94103 
Excelsior Works! • 5000 Mission Street • San Francisco, CA 94112 


January 5, 2023 
 
The Honorable Cindy Elias 
President, Police Commission Office 
San Francisco Police Headquarters 
1245 3rd Street 
San Francisco, CA 94158 
sfpd.commission@sfgov.org 
 
Re: DGO 9.07 — End Pretext Stops — SUPPORT 
 
Dear President Elias and Commissioners, 
 
I am writing on behalf of PODER in strong support of Department General Order (DGO) 9.07, and 
respectfully requests your AYE vote on the proposed policy. Currently under submission, DGO 9.07 
would update the San Francisco Police Department’s (SFPD) traffic enforcement policy to limit the use of 
pretext stops, prohibit consent searches during traffic stops, and improve traffic stop data collection and 
reporting requirements. 
 
Traffic stops are the most common source of all police-citizen interactions, and the extent and nature of 
racial disparities in San Francisco’s traffic stops are substantial, egregious, and unjustified. Rigorous 
evaluation, including recent SPUR analysis that was presented to the Police Commission on December 
14, 2022, proves there are sustained and troubling disparities in how SFPD interacts with people they 
stop depending on their race. Furthermore, the searches that often result from these stops have 
extremely low yield rates for “contraband” and are essentially a waste of resources. People face starkly 
different experiences when interacting with SFPD based on the color of their skin, and it is up to the 
Police Commission to take immediate steps and enact policy changes to remedy racially-based policing. 
 
Pretext stops are a poor investigative tool and instead generate anger and alienation among Black and 
Brown communities. The mistrust generated is particularly acute within the demographic communities 
that receive extra police scrutiny, and we cannot look at the evidence and continue to discount 
complaints in communities of color about different standards for police encounters, nor can we ignore 
the collateral and sometimes deadly consequences. Pretext stops are applied unevenly across racial 
lines, Black and Brown San Franciscans are clearly targeted for more aggressive treatment, these 
differences are not justified by differences in criminality, and communities of color have paid a 
tremendous social cost.  
 
Despite training and attempts to shift the culture of SFPD, the data undeniably demonstrates that San 
Francisco does not understand how to balance public safety needs with respect and equity for all its 
residents — the stops that would end under this policy account for as many as 10,000 unnecessary 
traffic stops in San Francisco a year. For victims of racially biased policing, it can be humiliating, life 
altering, and dangerous — these kinds of stops can lead to use of force and police misconduct, impose a 
severe burden on those least able to bear it, and undermine and erode the relationship between the 
public and the police. The need for reform is reinforced by the June 2022 University of California San 
Francisco report that found that San Francisco ranks the worst in the state for police-caused 
hospitalization rates for Black residents. 
 







 


In their 2022 annual report, the Committee on Revision of the Penal Code, a California-wide committee 
of legal experts, states, “pretext stops are ripe for racial profiling,” have “disturbing racial disparities,” 
and recommends, “prohibit[ing] police officers from stopping people for technical, non-safety-related 
traffic offenses.” This form of structural racism can be addressed via policy change without decreasing 
public safety. Pretext stops, and the resulting detentions, questioning, arrests, court appearances, and 
incarceration merit concern, and DGO 9.07 represents a meaningful solution to the disparate outcomes. 
Regardless of the underlying causes or circumstances of these patterns in policing — be it explicit or 
implicit bias — ending pretext stops is feasible and has been proven to be effective at reducing 
attendant harms and with no adverse consequences.  
 
From the beginning, this proposal has always been about the health and well-being of our entire San 
Francisco community. This DGO is specifically focused on eliminating those stops that present no public 
safety risk and brings SFPD’s traffic enforcement policy into alignment with widely established best 
practices. Reducing pretext stops does not increase public danger and demonstrates San Francisco’s 
ability to make the data-informed decision to join the other jurisdictions across the country that have 
already implemented similar effective policies. 
 
Failure to pass and implement this DGO in a timely manner would send an incredibly damaging message 
that San Francisco does not view communities of color as full members of society, that they are not to 
expect equal treatment, and that the most visible government agents they are likely to encounter — the 
police — view them as dangerous threats. We cannot afford to continue down a path that allows Black 
and Brown lives to be dominated by counterproductive and unjustifiable widespread domains of 
criminality. As such, we respectfully request that you give credence to those members of our community 
who are disparately harmed by racially biased policing and act accordingly. On behalf of PODER and our 
members, please unanimously pass DGO 9.07 and end pretext stops in San Francisco. For questions 
about our position, please contact me at adiaz@podersf.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
Antonio Díaz 
Organizational Director 
 
Cc: San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org 
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January 5, 2023 
 
The Honorable Cindy Elias 
President, Police Commission Office 
San Francisco Police Headquarters 
1245 3rd Street 
San Francisco, CA 94158 
sfpd.commission@sfgov.org 
 
Re: DGO 9.07 — End Pretext Stops — SUPPORT 
 
Dear President Elias and Commissioners, 
 
I am writing on behalf of PODER in strong support of Department General Order (DGO) 9.07, and 
respectfully requests your AYE vote on the proposed policy. Currently under submission, DGO 9.07 
would update the San Francisco Police Department’s (SFPD) traffic enforcement policy to limit the use of 
pretext stops, prohibit consent searches during traffic stops, and improve traffic stop data collection and 
reporting requirements. 
 
Traffic stops are the most common source of all police-citizen interactions, and the extent and nature of 
racial disparities in San Francisco’s traffic stops are substantial, egregious, and unjustified. Rigorous 
evaluation, including recent SPUR analysis that was presented to the Police Commission on December 
14, 2022, proves there are sustained and troubling disparities in how SFPD interacts with people they 
stop depending on their race. Furthermore, the searches that often result from these stops have 
extremely low yield rates for “contraband” and are essentially a waste of resources. People face starkly 
different experiences when interacting with SFPD based on the color of their skin, and it is up to the 
Police Commission to take immediate steps and enact policy changes to remedy racially-based policing. 
 
Pretext stops are a poor investigative tool and instead generate anger and alienation among Black and 
Brown communities. The mistrust generated is particularly acute within the demographic communities 
that receive extra police scrutiny, and we cannot look at the evidence and continue to discount 
complaints in communities of color about different standards for police encounters, nor can we ignore 
the collateral and sometimes deadly consequences. Pretext stops are applied unevenly across racial 
lines, Black and Brown San Franciscans are clearly targeted for more aggressive treatment, these 
differences are not justified by differences in criminality, and communities of color have paid a 
tremendous social cost.  
 
Despite training and attempts to shift the culture of SFPD, the data undeniably demonstrates that San 
Francisco does not understand how to balance public safety needs with respect and equity for all its 
residents — the stops that would end under this policy account for as many as 10,000 unnecessary 
traffic stops in San Francisco a year. For victims of racially biased policing, it can be humiliating, life 
altering, and dangerous — these kinds of stops can lead to use of force and police misconduct, impose a 
severe burden on those least able to bear it, and undermine and erode the relationship between the 
public and the police. The need for reform is reinforced by the June 2022 University of California San 
Francisco report that found that San Francisco ranks the worst in the state for police-caused 
hospitalization rates for Black residents. 
 



 

In their 2022 annual report, the Committee on Revision of the Penal Code, a California-wide committee 
of legal experts, states, “pretext stops are ripe for racial profiling,” have “disturbing racial disparities,” 
and recommends, “prohibit[ing] police officers from stopping people for technical, non-safety-related 
traffic offenses.” This form of structural racism can be addressed via policy change without decreasing 
public safety. Pretext stops, and the resulting detentions, questioning, arrests, court appearances, and 
incarceration merit concern, and DGO 9.07 represents a meaningful solution to the disparate outcomes. 
Regardless of the underlying causes or circumstances of these patterns in policing — be it explicit or 
implicit bias — ending pretext stops is feasible and has been proven to be effective at reducing 
attendant harms and with no adverse consequences.  
 
From the beginning, this proposal has always been about the health and well-being of our entire San 
Francisco community. This DGO is specifically focused on eliminating those stops that present no public 
safety risk and brings SFPD’s traffic enforcement policy into alignment with widely established best 
practices. Reducing pretext stops does not increase public danger and demonstrates San Francisco’s 
ability to make the data-informed decision to join the other jurisdictions across the country that have 
already implemented similar effective policies. 
 
Failure to pass and implement this DGO in a timely manner would send an incredibly damaging message 
that San Francisco does not view communities of color as full members of society, that they are not to 
expect equal treatment, and that the most visible government agents they are likely to encounter — the 
police — view them as dangerous threats. We cannot afford to continue down a path that allows Black 
and Brown lives to be dominated by counterproductive and unjustifiable widespread domains of 
criminality. As such, we respectfully request that you give credence to those members of our community 
who are disparately harmed by racially biased policing and act accordingly. On behalf of PODER and our 
members, please unanimously pass DGO 9.07 and end pretext stops in San Francisco. For questions 
about our position, please contact me at adiaz@podersf.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Antonio Díaz 
Organizational Director 
 
Cc: San Francisco Board of Supervisors, Board.of.Supervisors@sfgov.org 
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Please read the following public comment into the record:
 
Dear President Elias and Commissioners, Chief Scott, and Executive Director Henderson,
 
My name is Julian Johnson and I serve as the Health Policy Analyst at San Francisco Community
Health Center. I write to respectfully request that you adopt a comprehensive policy to prohibit
racially-biased traffic stops in San Francisco. 
 
Racial disparities have not changed in traffic stops and it is time for creative policy solutions that do
not reinforce the status quo. San Francisco mirrors the state and nation in over-policing
communities of color via pretextual stops. Since 2018, SFPD has stopped Black people at least six
times the rate of white people, searched Black people at least 10 times the rate of white people, and
were at least 12 times more likely to use force on Black people than white people. 
 
The Police Commission should adopt a cutting-edge policy that is focused on public safety, not
fishing expeditions. Racial profiling and the generational harms caused by biased policing must be
aggressively addressed. Research shows that enforcing pretextual infractions has little demonstrable
impact on reducing crime, has significant downsides in terms of the harassment and profiling of
communities of color, and is a waste of taxpayer resources. People who are impacted by pretextual
stops and biased policing support you and a strong policy.
 

Sincerely,
 
Julian Johnson, MPH
(He/Him) 
Health Policy Analyst
San Francisco Community Health Center
730 Polk Street, 4th floor
San Francisco, CA 94109
628.249.6360
julian@sfcommunityhealth.org

mailto:julian@sfcommunityhealth.org
mailto:sfpd.commission@sfgov.org
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Notice of Confidentiality: **This communication and any of its attachments is intended for
the use of the person or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged and confidential or subject to copyright, the disclosure of which is governed by
applicable law. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or
agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this information is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If
you received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and permanently
delete originals, copies & printouts of this e-mail. Thank you.**
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From: Vikram Gupta
To: Elias, Cindy (POL); Walker, Debra (POL); Yanez, Jesus (POL); Byrne, Jim (POL); Benedicto, Kevin (POL); Yee,

Lawrence (POL); Carter-Oberstone, Max (POL); SFPD, Commission (POL)
Cc: StefaniStaff, (BOS); Stefani, Catherine (BOS)
Subject: Re: Allow SFPD to Enforce Traffic Safety Laws
Date: Thursday, January 5, 2023 5:09:28 PM

 

Great to see Common Sense prevail.  Look forward to more of it. 

And then we must ask why teens feel free to carry guns into Japantown and murder innocent
people.  I’m sure there’s some “racism” explanation for that…

On Tue, Dec 13, 2022 at 1:57 PM Vikram Gupta <vkgsfca@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear SF Police Commission,
 
As a 23 year resident of San Francisco, I am writing to urge you to not prohibit
SFPD from enforcing existing traffic safety laws (agenda item 11 on
your 12/14 meeting). These traffic safety laws exist for a reason - to keep our
families, seniors, and streets safe. By prohibiting police officers from enforcing the
law, you are prohibiting them from keeping our communities safe.

I am shocked that we are prioritizing ideology over basic safety and law
enforcement.  When I asked my “black and brown” friends outside of S.F. about
this they were incredulous.  One even said I don’t understand your city where they
think people of color can’t do basic things like have plates and valid tags.  

The overall approach S.F. is taking towards law enforcement (lax and ideological)
is statistically leading people to buy more guns.  You folks are not going to like
the consequences of your misguided and ideological actions.  We are going to
see more gun ownership and more vigilante justice as citizens tire of the
impotence of the city to carry out basic functions of safety and cleanliness.  

I am a POC and have been stopped for expired tags and blown bulbs in the past. 
As I should have.  These are basic safety and even environmental things (eg
smog check).  I was treated kindly and asked to take care of what I should have
taken care of.

Lastly, I found the article about “racist” traffic stops in the Chronicle fascinating.  In
a supposedly racist traffic enforcement system designed by white people, whites
are stopped three times more than Asians.  So maybe it’s not a racism thing
unless you believe that every officer has a bias towards not stopping and fining
Asian drivers.  

When we stop enforcing basic societal rules and norms, chaos ensues.  San
Francisco has become the Petri dish for ideology over reality and our city will

mailto:vkgsfca@gmail.com
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continue to suffer for it as we approach a 40% commercial vacancy rate and
closing and fleeing business.  

Regards,

Vikram Gupta
2139 Green St Apt D 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
-- 

Regards,

Vik

(Sent from mobile)
-- 

Regards,

Vik

(Sent from mobile)
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