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Director’s Report for Health Commission Meeting of 
January 17, 2023 

 
A current overview of issues affecting the state of public health in San Francisco 

https://www.dph.org/dph/comupg/aboutdph/insideDept/dirRpts/default.asp 
 
Today, there are over 191,200 San Francisco residents with confirmed cases of COVID-19. And, 
sadly, a total of 1,117 San Franciscans have died. The San Francisco Department of Public Health 
(DPH) sends our condolences to their loved ones.  
 
SF CITY OPTION UPDATE 
DPH, through its third-party vendor, the San Francisco Health Plan (SFHP), is in the process of 
notifying 400,000 employees and 4,000 employers of a new City policy regarding the unused funds 
in the San Francisco City Option (SF City Option) program.     
 
Last year, the Health Commission passed a new policy in compliance with state law to address the 
compounding inactive program funds since the program inception. The new policy, which is 
governed by the California Government Code Sections 50050 et seq., is to permanently close any SF 
Medical Reimbursement Account (MRA) that has been inactive for three consecutive years. Any 
account that has not been activated by March 2026 is subject to be permanently closed and funds 
within will be absorbed into the City’s General Fund.   
 
SF City Option was created under the Health Care Security Ordinance (HCSO) in 2008. Employers 
can choose to comply with the HCSO through SF City Option. The program provides an MRA 
account for the workers of the participating employers. Employees can access the funds in MRAs by 
completing registration and then submitting receipts for a wide range of health and wellness 
expenses for themselves and their families. The funds never expire if the account is kept active.    
 
The City has never permanently closed any accounts since the program began in 2008 and over time, 
unused funds have accumulated in employee accounts. It is City’s goal is to encourage people to 
open their MRA account and use the funds and make them aware that SFHP will start tracking 
activity on MRAs beginning March 1, 2023.  Starting in April 2026, any account that is found to be 
inactive for three consecutive years will be permanently closed.  
 
Prior to launching the mass notification effort to 400,000 employees and 4,000 employers, DPH 
conducted outreach to City and community partners to make them aware of the new policy and 

https://www.sfdph.org/dph/comupg/aboutdph/insideDept/dirRpts/default.asp
https://sfcityoption.org/employers/
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prepare them for questions from SFHP stakeholders. SFHP will also be posting FAQs for employees 
and employers on the SF City Option website.   
 
 
CHINATOWN PUBLIC HEALTH CENTER SEISMIC UPGRADE AND 
MODERNIZATION PROJECT 
The Chinatown Public Health Center is in the planning phase of a major seismic upgrade and 
modernization project. The DPH Capital Team is currently working with Public Works, the Arts 
Commission and others to educate the community about the project. The project includes a full 
seismic upgrade for earthquake safety, a full remodel of interior spaces that will increase the number 
of exam and consultation rooms, expand capacity of the Dental Clinic, make the health center more 
accessible for people with disabilities, and improve air quality and ventilation. The second in a series 
of community meetings is scheduled for Thursday, February 9, 2023 at 4:30 p.m. at the San 
Francisco Public Library Community Room. DPH has recently rebuilt or renovated several 
neighborhood health clinics, including the Southeast Family Health Center, the Maxine Hall Health 
Center, the Mission Castro Health Center and the Maria X Martinez Health Resource Center. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH BRANCH SUPPORTS ROLLOUT OF SB 972 
California Senate Bill 972 (SB 972) amends the California Retail Food Code (CRFC) by 
establishing a new Chapter in the CRFC titled “Compact Mobile Food Operations.” This new 
sidewalk food vending category will extend an opportunity to vendors who aspire to obtain a health 
permit and who can demonstrate that they meet basic fundamental food safety requirements. DPH 
Environmental Health Branch staff have been working with community stakeholders around cart 
construction standards and safe food handling requirements. It is DPH’s aim that this proactive and 
community-based approach will create a new and innovative pathway for food vendors to 
operate successfully in San Francisco. 
 
 
IPM ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Each year the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) honors California organizations for their 
integrated pest management (IPM) achievements. The IPM Achievement Award Program 
recognizes organizations that use IPM to address the diverse pest management needs throughout 
California and recognize individuals and organizations that are leaders in the use of safe, sustainable, 
reduced-risk pest management methods.  

https://sfcityoption.org/
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Last June, Phil Calhoun, an Industrial Hygienist in DPH Environmental Health Branch’s (EHB) 
Pesticide Use Enforcement program, nominated the SF Giants and their IPM manager, Greg Elliott, 
for the effective and well-designed IPM program they developed for Oracle Park. Phil is a DPH 
staffer who has worked closely with the Giants and provided assistance in creating their program. 
The Giants’ receipt of the 2022 IPM Achievement Award is a reflection of Phil and EHB’s hard 
work and collaboration with the San Francisco business community. Congratulations to Phil and the 
SF Giants on the Integrated Pesticide Management Achievement Award. 
 
 
 
MPX UPDATE 

LOCATION TOTAL CASES AS OF 1/4/23 
(probable and confirmed) 

San Francisco 843 
California 5,697 
U.S. 29,980 
Worldwide 84,538 

 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
As of January 8: 

• San Francisco’s 7-day rolling average of new COVID cases per day is 118 and 86 people are 
hospitalized, including 16 in the ICU.  

• Eighty-six percent of all SF residents have been vaccinated and 64% have received booster 
dose(s). 
 
 

DPH in the News 

https://news.google.com/search?q=san%20francisco%20department%20of%20public%20health%20when%3A14d&hl=en-US&gl=US&ceid=US%3Aen
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