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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Club Deluxe is a live music and cocktail bar located adjacent to the famous corner of Haight 
and Ashbury streets. In 1978 when it was founded, it was originally called the DeLuxe Bar and 
was one of the several gay bars in Haight-Ashbury. In 1989, the bar was taken over by Jay 
Johnson and renamed Club Deluxe. The business became an important part of San 
Francisco’s Haight neighborhood live music scene and has been for over three decades. Under 
Johnson’s ownership, Club Deluxe became and is still known as a local hotspot for great live 
music and cocktails, and soon became a hub for the swing revival of the late 1980s and early 
1990s. In 2016, Sarah Wilde, a long-time employee of Johnson's, and Chris Pankow, the owner 
of a property and development company, took over ownership. They continue to carry on 
Johnson’s legacy, hosting live music from local bands each day and cocktails at the bar, and 
maintaining an importance piece of San Francisco’s nightlife scene. 
 
In August of 2022, Club Deluxe announced its immanent closure due to the inability to agree on 
a fair and feasible lease with their landlord. Owners Sarah Wilde and Chris Pankow were open 
to moving the business to another location if an agreement could not be reached with their 
landlord. After a mediation with District 5 Supervisor Dean Preston on August 22, 2022, Club 
Deluxe and the property owner reached an agreement, allowing the jazz and blues club to 
remain in its home. 
 
Club Deluxe is located within the boundaries of the California Register of Historic Resources’ 
eligible Haight-Ashbury Historic District, which consists primarily of two-and three-story 
residential buildings that were constructed during the late 19th century and early 20th century. 
The SF Planning Department’s historic resource status for this building is an “A -Historic 
Resource Present,”. The exterior of the building is reminiscent of Streamline Moderne 
architectural style with silver metal details and the block glass features. The interior today, 
which remains mostly unchanged from when Johnson served a proprietor, retains the feel of a 
1930s-1950s oasis, with wood paneled walls, circular mirrors and café-style tables, and murals 
painted in a New Deal-era style. The murals, painted by local artist Dan Yearwood c.1989, and 
were commissioned by Johnson to illustrate his personal journey from Chicago to San 
Francisco. 
 

CRITERION 1  
Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 



 
Yes, Club Deluxe has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years: 
 
1511 Haight St. from 1978 to Present (44 years) 
1509 Haight St. from prior to 1989 to Present (At least 33 years) 
 

CRITERION 2 
Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, Club Deluxe has contributed to the history and identity of the Haight-Ashbury 
neighborhood and San Francisco. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the 
following ways the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community: 
 
• The business is associated with the Jazz, Blues, and Swing Revival musical movements 

and era of the 1980s and 1990s. 
 
• A prior owner of Club Deluxe, Jay Johnson, was a singer was also a singer and could be 

found on Sunday nights performing at Club Deluxe with the Club Deluxe Quartet. He 
released an album called Full Swing Ahead that he used to sell at Club Deluxe during these 
weekly "Blame it on the Bossa Nova" performances. The San Francisco Examiner 
described him as "a smooth-faced young Sinatra clone." He passed away in 2015 at 61 
years old after a long battle with cancer. 

 
• Some well-known Bay Area-raised artists that have frequented Club Deluxe include Kirk 

Hammond from Metallica and Billie Joe Armstrong from Green Day. 
 
• The site is located within the boundaries of the California Register- Eligible Haight Ashbury 

Historic District. 
 
• In 1998, Club Deluxe’s contribution to the neo-swing movement was referenced in the 

Billboard article “In Defense of the Swing Revival: Why America Flipped for ’40s Sounds,” 
stating that San Francisco was the capital city of West Coast retro culture. 

 
Under Wilde and Pankow’s management, the club continued to rank among the top jazz 
bars in the city (according to sites like Culture Trip, Yelp, and Eater), alongside storied 
venues like the Boom Boom Room, Mr. Tipple’s Recording Studio, and Bix.  

 
More recently, the news of Club Deluxe’s closure was covered in numerous media outlets, 
including the San Francisco Chronicle, SF Gate, Broke-Ass Stuart, 48 Hills, SF Standard, 
KRON4, and more. 

 
Historic preservation nonprofit San Francisco Heritage included Club Deluxe as a 
candidate in its Haight-Ashbury Legacy Business voting contest starting August 1, 2022, 
and withdrew the business from contention in order to separately aid the business in its 
application to the Registry. 

 

CRITERION 3 
Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, Club Deluxe is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business. 
 



 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Club Deluxe qualifies for the Legacy 
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Cocktail menu, including the Deluxe Collins (a version of the “Spa Collins” made famous 

under Johnson’s ownership). 
• Vintage décor and atmosphere reminiscent of the 1930s and 1950s. 
• Murals painted by Dan Yearwood. 
• Vintage neon sign spelling out “DeLuxe.” 
 

CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be 
required for maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Bar. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Club Deluxe 
currently located at 1509-1511 Haight St. in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy 
Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo and Michelle Reynolds 
Legacy Business Program 
 



 

Small Business Commission 
Resolution No.  _______________ 

October 11 , 2022 
 

CLUB DELUXE 
 
Application No.:  LBR-2022-23-012 
Business Name:  Club Deluxe 
Business Address:  1509-1511 Haight St. 
District:   District 5 
Applicant:   Sarah Wilde, Owner  
Nomination Letter Date: August 23, 2022 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Dean Preston 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo and Michelle Reynolds 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 

Adopting findings approving the Legacy Business Registry application for Club Deluxe, 
currently located at 1509- 1511  Haight St. 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small 
Business maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to 
recognize that longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of 
the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy 
Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less 
than 30 years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has 
significantly contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, 
if not included on the Registry, faces a significant risk of displacement; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions 
that define the business; and 
 

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on October 11, 2022, the San Francisco Small 
Business Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on 
the Legacy Business Registry application; therefore 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Club Deluxe in the 
Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 



 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding 
the below listed physical features and traditions at Club Deluxe. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Cocktail menu, including the Deluxe Collins (a version of the “Spa Collins” made famous 

under Johnson’s ownership). 
• Vintage décor and atmosphere reminiscent of the 1930s and 1950s. 
• Murals painted by Dan Yearwood. 
• Vintage neon sign spelling out “DeLuxe.” 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the 
below listed core physical feature or tradition to maintain Club Deluxe on the Legacy Business 
Registry: 
• Bar. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business 
Commission on October 11, 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Katy Tang 
Director 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, 
with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 X Yes   No 
 
1511 Haight St. from 1978 to Present (44 years) 
1509 Haight St. from prior to 1989 to Present (At least 33 years) 
 

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or 
the identity of a particular neighborhood or community? 
 X Yes   No 
 

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or 
traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 X Yes   No 
 

NOTES: n/a 
 

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: August 24, 2022 
 
Richard Kurylo and Michelle Reynolds 
Legacy Business Program 
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Member, Board of Supervisors City and County of San Francisco
District 5

DEAN PRESTON

August 23, 2022

Office of Small Business
Attn: Legacy Business Registration Application
City Hall, Room 110
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Letter of Nomination for Club Deluxe to the Legacy Business Registry

Dear Mr. Kurylo:

I am writing to nominate Club Deluxe, a one of a kind live music venue in the heart of
the Haight Ashbury, to the Legacy Business Registry.

Club Deluxe has been hosting jazz, blues and swing music since their doors opened in
1989, serving as an integral part of the Haight neighborhood and San Francisco’s live music
scene for over three decades. Original owner Jay Johnson established the bar’s reputation in its
early years as a hotspot for swing and cocktails, and it became one of the hubs of the neo-swing
movement in San Francisco. This legacy lasts to this day under current owners Sarah Wilde and
Chris Pankow.

Club Deluxe is a place where neighbors, tourists, and other locals come to experience
live music and culture, and at a time of consolidation and corporate ownership, it remains a
fiercely independent venue. It is that ethos, and the variety of musicians who have performed at
Club Deluxe, that has endeared the locale to generations of San Francsicans.

This abiding love was on full display when Club Deluxe announced their imminent
closure earlier this month. Our office heard from dozens of constituents asking what could be
done, on top of the hundreds of patrons, musicians and neighbors who sounded the alarm on
social media. This public show of support led my office to convene a mediation between the

City Hall • 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place • Room 274 • San Francisco, California 94102-4689 • (415) 554-7630
Fax (415) 554-7634 • TDD/TTY (415) 554-5227 • E-mail: Dean.Preston@sfgov.org
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Letter of Nomination for Club Deluxe  to the Legacy Business Registry
August 23, 2022
Page 2

property owner and ownership of Club Deluxe. We were thrilled to find a resolution that allows
the venue to stay in their home of more than 33 years.

In some ways, Club Deluxe could be the poster child for the Legacy Business Program.
It has tremendous value to the community, and it is the perfect place to recognize for its many
years of contribution to our city and the culture that continues to draw people from around the
world. It is my distinct honor to nominate Club Deluxe to the San Francisco Legacy Business
Registry.

Sincerely,

Dean Preston
District 5 Supervisor

City Hall • 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place • Room 274 • San Francisco, California 94102-4689 • (415) 554-7630
Fax (415) 554-7634 • TDD/TTY (415) 554-5227 • E-mail: Dean.Preston@sfgov.org
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Legacy Business Registry Application 

 

1 DR.  CARLTON B.  GOODLETT PLACE,  ROO M 140,  SAN FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 94102 -4626  
(415)  554-6680 /  s f .gov/ legacybus iness  /  LegacyBus iness@sfgov .o rg  

Section One:  
Business / Applicant Information. 

Please provide the following information: 

 The name, mailing address and other contact information of the business; 

 The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners, 
identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business; 

 The name, title and contact information of the applicant; 

 
Secretary of State, if applicable. 

NAME OF BUSINESS: 

 

BUSINESS OWNER(S) 
(Identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business): 

 

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS: TELEPHONE NUMBER: 

 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

 

MAILING ADDRESS  STREET ADDRESS: MAILING ADDRESS  CITY AND STATE: 

  Same as Business Address  

MAILING ADDRESS  ZIP CODE: 

 

WEBSITE ADDRESS: 

 

FACEBOOK PAGE: 

 

TWITTER NAME: 

 

:  

  

  

  

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER: 

 

SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (If applicable): 

 

 



Legacy Business Registry Application 

 

1 DR.  CARLTON B.  GOODLETT PLACE,  ROO M 140,  SAN FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 94102 -4626  
(415)  554-6680 /  s f .gov/ legacybus iness  /  LegacyBus iness@sfgov .o rg  

Section Two:  
Business Location(s).   

List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business and the 
dates of operation at the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of 
the business in San Francisco is the founding location of the business. If the business moved from 
its original location and has had additional addresses in San Francisco, identify all other addresses 
and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than one location, list the 
additional locations in section three of the narrative. 

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS ZIP CODE START DATE OF BUSINESS 

   

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE 
BUSINESS? 

DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS 
LOCATION 

 Yes   No  
 
OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION 

 

 

 Start:   

End:  

 
OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION 

 

 

 Start:   

End:  

 
OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION 

 

 

 Start:   

End:  

 
OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION 

 

 

 Start:   

End:  

 
OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION 

 

 

 Start:   

End:  

 
OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION 

 

 

 Start:   

End:  

 
OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable) ZIP CODE DATES OF OPERATION 

 

 

 Start:   

End:  





CLUB DELUXE 
Written Historical Narrative 

INTRODUCTION 

a. Describe the business. What does it sell or provide?  

Club Deluxe is a live music venue located at 1509-1511 Haight Street in the Haight-Ashbury 
neighborhood of San Francisco. It provides live music seven nights a week and includes a bar 
serving cocktails and other beer and well drinks. 

b. Describe who the business serves. 

Club Deluxe is a place where neighbors, tourists, and other locals come to take in live music and 
culture. Its location near the iconic intersection of Haight and Ashbury streets means that it has 
constantly drawn-in foot traffic from tourists and others passing through the neighborhood, 
and live music aficionados from across the Bay Area travel to Club Deluxe to listen to their 
favorite performers. 

In addition, Club Deluxe is also a vital component of the local music ecosystem. It pays a large 
stable of jazz, blues, and swing musicians to perform, and keeps a busy calendar. The club’s 
website touts live music "seven nights a week,” and before the COVID pandemic it hosted up to 
two bands a day.  

c. In about 2-5 words (15-30 characters), describe what the business is known for. 

Live music and cocktails. 

 

CRITERION 1: The business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, 
with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years 

a. Provide a short history of the business, including locations and owners. 

Club Deluxe is a live music venue located near the famous corner of Haight and Ashbury in San 
Francisco. It was founded in 1978 as DeLuxe Bar when the Gold Cane Cocktail Lounge, today 
located farther down the street, vacated the space. DeLuxe Bar was one of several gay bars in 
the Haight-Ashbury, which even prior to the Summer of Love in 1967 started attracting more 
gay-friendly businesses. At this time, DeLuxe was a new and trendy place for playing pool and 
cruising. A 1979 ad for DeLuxe in the Bay Area Reporter called it a “swell place for drinks.” 

Jay Johnson took over the bar in 1989 and renamed it Club Deluxe. It quickly became known as 
a local secret spot for great live music, cocktails, and cult-favorite pizza. Under Johnson's 
ownership, Club Deluxe became the nesting ground for the swing revival of the late 1980s and 

https://hoodline.com/2012/08/giovanni-iaccarino-the-man-behind-the-mozzarella/


early 1990s, with Johnson and patrons alike found at the club most nights decked out in their 
best vintage clothing and enjoying drinks and music.  

Jay Johnson passed away in 2015 at 61 years old after a long battle with cancer. The following 
year, Sarah Wilde, a long-time employee of Johnson's, and Chris Pankow, the owner of a 
property and development company, took over ownership. They continue to carry on Johnson’s 
legacy, hosting live music from local bands each day and cocktails at the bar, and maintaining 
an importance piece of San Francisco’s nightlife scene. 

b. Provide the ownership history of the business in a consolidated year-to-year format. 

1978 to 1989:  (Unknown) 
1989 to 2015:  Jay Johnson 
2016 to Present: Sarah Wilde and Chris Pankow 

c. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for any significant length of time. 

Club Deluxe was mandated to close for 16 months during the initial COVID-19 shut down 
starting in March 2020. Since it was allowed to reopen, the business opted to close three more 
times for public health reasons, when COVID variants were making cases surge. Club Deluxe has 
also had to close a few times for maintenance issues, for example when water was found to be 
leaking onto the stage.  

In early August 2022, news broke that Club Deluxe would close for good on August 27, 2022, 
due to the inability to agree on a fair and feasible lease with their landlord, Veritas Investments. 
After an all-day mediation with District 5 Supervisor Dean Preston on August 22, 2022, the 
supervisor announced that an agreement had been reached between Club Deluxe and its 
property owner, allowing the jazz and blues club to remain in its home. 

 

CRITERION 2: The business has contributed to the neighborhood's history 
and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community 

a. Describe the business' contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community, business sector, or San Francisco as a whole. 

Club Deluxe, originally known as DeLuxe Bar, was one of several gay bars in the Haight-Ashbury 
neighborhood for over a decade. Under different ownership and a slightly revised name, Club 
Deluxe has been an important part of the Haight neighborhood and San Francisco’s live music 
scene for over three decades. Club Deluxe owner Jay Johnson grew the bar’s reputation in its 
early years as a hotspot for swing and cocktails, and it became one of the hubs of the neo-swing 
movement in San Francisco. This legacy lasts to this day under current owners Sarah Wilde and 
Chris Pankow.  



b. Is the business associated with significant people or events, either now or in the past? 

The bar is associated with Jay Johnson, under whose ownership Club Deluxe became the 
nesting ground for the swing revival of the late 1980s and early 1990s. The business became 
more than a bar or music venue; it was a scene! Johnson, who also owned local bar the Orbit 
Room, was also a singer and could be found on Sunday nights performing at Club Deluxe with 
the Club Deluxe Quartet. He released an album called Full Swing Ahead that he used to sell at 
Club Deluxe during these weekly "Blame it on the Bossa Nova" performances. The San Francisco 
Examiner described him as "a smooth-faced young Sinatra clone." He passed away in 2015 at 61 
years old after a long battle with cancer. 

Some well-known Bay Area-raised artists that have frequented Club Deluxe include Kirk 
Hammond from Metallica and Billie Joe Armstrong from Green Day.   

c. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Club Deluxe is a vital component of the San Francisco Bay Area’s music ecosystem, employing a 
large stable of jazz, blues, and swing musicians to regularly perform at the venue.  

Every March, owners Sarah Wilde and Chris Pankow also host “Jay Day” to celebrate the life of 
Jay Johnson, and they have also hosted fundraisers for musicians who have gotten into 
accidents as well as toy drives every holiday season.  

d. Has the business ever been referenced in the media, business trade publication, and/or 
historical documents?  

In 1998, Club Deluxe’s contribution to the neo-swing movement was referenced in the Billboard 
article “In Defense of the Swing Revival: Why America Flipped for ’40s Sounds.”  

Under Wilde and Pankow’s management, the club continued to rank among the top jazz bars in 
the city (according to sites like Culture Trip, Yelp, and Eater), alongside storied venues like the 
Boom Boom Room, Mr. Tipple’s Recording Studio, and Bix. 

More recently, the news of Club Deluxe’s closure was covered in numerous media outlets, 
including the San Francisco Chronicle, SF Gate, Broke-Ass Stuart, 48 Hills, SF Standard, KRON4, 
and more.  

Historic preservation nonprofit San Francisco Heritage included Club Deluxe as a candidate in its 
Haight-Ashbury legacy business voting contest starting August 1, 2022, and have since 
withdrawn the business from contention in order to separately aid the business in its 
application to the Registry. 

e. Has the business ever received any awards, recognition, or political commendations? 

Club Deluxe has been listed in “Best of” lists of San Francisco and Bay Area live music venues, 
but has not received any other official recognition.  

https://hoodline.com/2015/03/club-deluxe-owner-jay-johnson-passes-away/
https://www.billboard.com/music/rock/swing-revival-1998-defense-essay-8458221/
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/california/articles/the-10-best-places-for-jazz-music-in-san-francisco/
https://www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=jazz+bar&find_loc=San+Francisco%2C+CA
https://sf.eater.com/maps/best-live-jazz-restaurants-bars-san-francisco
http://www.sfheritage.org/haightlegacybiz


f. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

If Club Deluxe were to close, San Francisco would lose a vital part of its live music scene and its 
regular musicians would lose a valuable performance venue to help contribute to their 
livelihoods. Few live jazz clubs remain open in San Francisco, and the loss of Club Deluxe would 
be acutely felt among all live music and culture-seekers. Club Deluxe has been a part of the 
Haight-Ashbury neighborhood for the entirety of its operation, and its closure would mean the 
loss of a special neighborhood gathering place and a unique place that contributes to the 
vibrancy and soul of the neighborhood. 

 

CRITERION 3: The business is committed to maintaining the physical features or 
traditions that define the business 

a. Is the business associated with a culturally significant building, structure, object, signage, 
mural, architectural detail, neon sign, or any other special physical feature that defines the 
business? 

Club Deluxe is located on the ground floor of a three story, wood-framed building, originally 
constructed c.1905. Over the years, the space Club Deluxe now occupies (1509-1511 Haight 
Street) has had slightly shifting addresses, but it has hosted a long line of significant Haight-
Ashbury businesses since the early 20th century. 

Between 1907 and 1913, it was a milk dealer called Parkside Creamery and in 1914 it was 
Deering Brothers Shoes. In 1915, Abraham Levy opened a ladies’ tailor shop there, followed by 
Annie Mishkind, who continued operating a tailoring business there from 1922-1926. In 1926, 
A.G. Cassimus opened his namesake restaurant in the space (then 1505 Haight), and by 1951 
family member Socrates G. Cassimus converted the restaurant into the Haight Grill (now 
operating at 1509-1511 Haight). Later that decade, the family added The Gold Cane Tavern to 
one side of the restaurant, and the latter still exists today in a location a few doors down as The 
Gold Cane Cocktail Lounge (today owned by Chris Cassimus). 

In 1978, the same year Gold Cane vacated the space, DeLuxe Bar opened at 1511 Haight Street 
(1509 Haight Street was still vacant). DeLuxe was by this time one of several gay bars in the 
Haight-Ashbury, which even prior to the Summer of Love in 1967 started attracting more gay-
friendly businesses. At this time, DeLuxe was a new and trendy place for playing pool and 
cruising. A 1979 ad for DeLuxe in the Bay Area Reporter called it a “swell place for drinks.” 

By the time Jay Johnson took over the bar in 1989 and renamed it Club Deluxe, the business 
was operating within two combined storefronts of 1509 and 1511 Haight Street, with one side 
hosting a bar and one side a live music lounge. The interior today, which remains mostly 
unchanged from when Johnson served a proprietor, retains the feel of a 1930s-1950s oasis, 
with wood paneled walls, circular mirrors and café-style tables, and murals painted in a New 
Deal-era style. Works Progress Administration (WPA) art, which originated in the 1930s, was a 



favorite of Johnson’s. The murals, painted by local artist Dan Yearwood c.1989, were 
commissioned by Johnson to illustrate his personal journey from Chicago to San Francisco. 

Current owners Sarah Wilde and Chris Pankow have led by the motto “the same as long as it’s 
not broken (though that doesn't hold true for the coat rack in the corner of the bar – it has 
been there since the Gold Cane days, and it is a little broken!).” They cleared out a space in the 
back of the bar in order to make a small greenroom for the musicians, and upgraded some of 
the musical equipment and put more keg lines in. The bar, the Hammond Organ, and any stools 
that were not ripped out are all the same. The bar may date back date back to 1949, a remnant 
from the former Haight Grill and Gold Cane Tavern. Any upgrades Wilde and Pankow did make 
were done in a conscious effort to maintain the bar’s original style. 

b. In a few words, describe the main business activity you commit to maintaining. 

A bar and night club serving cocktails and hosting live music by local musicians.  

 

c. What challenges is the business facing today? 

Club Deluxe was facing immediate displacement from its longtime home in the Haight-Ashbury 
and had publicly announced a closing date of August 27, 2022. This was due to the inability to 
agree on a fair and feasible lease with Club Deluxe’s landlord, Veritas Investments. Owners 
Sarah Wilde and Chris Pankow were open to moving the business to another location if an 
agreement could not be reached with their landlord. After a mediation with District 5 
Supervisor Dean Preston on August 22, 2022, an agreement was reached between Club Deluxe 
and Veritas, allowing the business to remain at 1509 and 1511 Haight Street. 

 

Legacy Business Program staff will add the following details: 

a. Features or traditions that define the business and should be maintained for the business 
to remain on the Legacy Business Registry. 

Bar featuring live music. 

Other character-defining features of Club Deluxe include the following: 

• Cocktail menu, including the Deluxe Collins (a version of the “Spa Collins” made famous 
under Johnson’s ownership). 

• Vintage décor and atmosphere reminiscent of the 1930s to 1950s. 
• Murals painted by Dan Yearwood. 
• Vintage neon sign spelling out “DeLuxe.” 



b. Other special features of the business location, such as if the property associated with the 
business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

Club Deluxe is located in the California Register of Historic Resources’ eligible Haight-Ashbury 
Historic District, which consists primarily of two-and three-story residential buildings (single-
family houses and multiple-family flats) that were constructed during the late 19th century and 
early 20th century. Its historic resource status is listed by the San Francisco Planning 
Department as “A-Historic Resource Present,” and the building is currently being surveyed as 
part of the city’s Neighborhood Commercial Corridors Historic Resources Survey. 



Ad for Deluxe Bar at 1511 Haight Street, Bay Area Reporter, January 18, 1979 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"DeLuxe, the Bar at Haight and Ashbury" float, Market St, June 24, 1979. Photographer Joe Altman. 
California Historical Society, PC-40_51. 

 

 

  









Interior of Club Deluxe, featuring circular mirrors, wood paneling, and murals by Dan Yearwood 

 

 

  



Club Deluxe neon sign reading “DeLuxe” 

 

Bar area at Club Deluxe 

 

  





Posters featuring bands that have played at Club Deluxe are featured on the walls next to the bar 

 

  









Club Deluxe mentioned in Billboard’s 1998 article “In Defense of the Swing Revival: Why America 
Flipped for ’40s Sounds in 1998” 

 

 
Club Deluxe featured in Eater SF’s “11 Excellent Restaurants and Bars With Live Jazz“ 

 

  



 

 

 
The owner of Club Deluxe, a cherished Haight-Ashbury jazz bar reportedly 
preparing to close this month, plans to apply for legacy status in San Francisco in 
an effort to help keep the business open, said the nonprofit San Francisco 
Heritage. 
 
The organization, which advocates for historic preservation and helps small 
businesses apply for legacy recognition, is helping Club Deluxe owner Sarah 
Wilde apply to receive legacy status for the business, said Kerri Young, the 
communications and programs manager at San Francisco Heritage. 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/Cherished-San-Francisco-jazz-bar-in-17348494.php


However, it was not immediately clear if Wilde, who has owned the venue with 
husband Chris Pankow for seven years, plans to keep the business open at its 
location on Haight Street or move to another site, said Young. 
 
“I am grateful for all the support, and eagerness to make that happen,” Wilde said 
in an email to The Chronicle on Thursday. “It is also my understanding that 
Deluxe will be able to retain that status, should the business move to another 
location. As to what that means for Deluxe staying in its current location in the 
Haight, you will have to ask the landlord.” 
 
Wilde announced the closure in an open letter to musicians earlier this month, 
saying she “would like to see it continue.” The last official day is Aug. 27, she 
previously told The Chronicle. 
 
Supervisor Dean Preston, whose district includes Club Deluxe, told The Chronicle 
in a text message Thursday that “negotiations have now resumed, which is a 
crucial step.” He said he had been encouraging both parties to resume lease 
negotiations that halted. 
 
Wilde has not answered whether she has continued lease negotiations with 
Veritas, but Ron Heckmann, a spokesman for Veritas, told The Chronicle in an 
email Thursday that “the company has heard back from the tenant’s counsel, and 
are hopeful things will move forward.” 
 
Young said she spoke with Wilde on Wednesday to explain the city’s legacy 
business program and how it can serve as a “tool” for Club Deluxe as Wilde 
decides whether to move the business. However, Young said, being listed in the 
legacy business registry will not guarantee the business will remain open. 
“I can’t say that it will ultimately save the business,” Young said of the legacy 
status. “It’s a mechanism ... for propping this business up and ... signaling that this 
business contributes to what makes the city special, and this is why this business 
should remain open.” 
 
To qualify for legacy status, businesses must have been in operation for at least 
30 years in San Francisco, contributed to the city’s history and have not paused 
operations for more than two years. The business owner must also receive a 
nomination from a city supervisor or the mayor to receive the recognition. 
Preston said Thursday that he planned to nominate the business for legacy 
status. 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/Cherished-San-Francisco-jazz-bar-in-17348494.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Club-Deluxe-in-S-F-s-Haight-blames-landlord-17355907.php


“We look forward to nominating Club Deluxe when they are ready to move that 
process forward,” he said. 
 
The city’s Historic Preservation Commission and the Small Business Commission 
must approve each legacy status application, a process that can last months. 
 
“We’re just very happy that Club Deluxe has decided to apply for the registry ... 
and we hope that they will continue to remain open,” said Young. 
 
Jessica Flores (she/her) is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. 
Email: jessica.flores@sfchronicle.com Twitter: @jesssmflores 
 

mailto:jessica.flores@sfchronicle.com
https://twitter.com/jesssmflores


 

 

 

The fight is apparently on to save a beloved jazz club on Haight Street. Word spread 
quickly this week after the owner of Club Deluxe, Sarah Wilde, allegedly sent a letter to 
local musicians saying that the 33-year-old live music venue would be closing. No exact 
date or reason was given, but it apparently has something to do with the owner of the 
building.  

Cathy Lemons, who is the singer for the band Lucky Losers, was one of the artists who 
received the letter and posted it on Facebook. “It is with sadness, and a hint of 
disbelief that I must let you know Deluxe will be closing. Please allow me to say, I have 
done everything I can. We do not need a GoFundMe. We need the multi-billion-dollar 
real estate company that owns our building, to allow a fraction of their portfolio to remain 
occupied by small businesses, artists, the unsigned musician, the carpenter, the 
waitress, and the single parent,” the letter reads. 

Lemons expressed some of her own frustration and disappointment in the post while 
calling out the mayor and asking the local press to step in. “This has to do with Big Tech 
taking over SF and big, greedy landlords not giving a damn about culture in this city. 
And I, for one, have had it. London Breed, at what point do you stop rolling over? Press 

https://www.clubdeluxe.co/
https://www.theluckylosers.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cathy.lemons1/posts/10223166773902228


is the only way to shame the city into action! Can my fellow musicians write the local 
news stations? Contact your local supervisors to complain? Can you contact London 
Breed? Can we do SOMETHING?,” Lemon says in her post.  

Supervisor Dean Preston asked Club Deluxe’s owner how his office can help keep it 
open, and according to The Chronicle, he’s now apparently considering nominating the 
venue for legacy status in San Francisco. “Club Deluxe is an amazing venue and an 
important part of the fabric of the Haight and the San Francisco live music scene. We 
have reached out to the business owner and are exploring whether there’s any path to 
keeping Club Deluxe at this location,” Preston tweeted. 

 

The calendar page for Club Deluxe shows that there are still scheduled performances 
through Sunday, and according to the letter, there could be many more shows this 
month to bid the club farewell. “For the time remaining, I would like to offer some dates 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/Cherished-San-Francisco-jazz-bar-in-17348494.php
https://twitter.com/DeanPreston/status/1554879274103910400?s=20&t=cQYlj40oGQb15SB2OBTMkQ
https://www.clubdeluxe.co/calendar


for those of you who have been there for such a long time. I’m not trying to Groundhog 
Day a Hartley’s Orchestra vibe, but I would like to offer the opportunity to anyone who 
would like to play again, and is not yet on the calendar this month, the chance to grab a 
set,” the letter states. 

There’s also still a lot of hope that officials at City Hall will step in and help Club Deluxe 
live on, perhaps in a new location, but we’ll just have to wait and see. Wilde certainly 
supports that idea. The letter reads, “I would like to move Deluxe. I would like to see it 
continue. I don’t know exactly how, or when. And, like moving into a new house, the 
family will be the same, but life will inevitably change." 

 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - August 23, 2022
Contact - Kyle Smeallie 571.334.2814, kyle.smeallie@sfgov.org

Following Marathon Mediation at City Hall, Club Deluxe Will Stay
in Business
Storied Jazz and Blues Club to Remain in Upper Haight, Home Since 1989

SAN FRANCISCO — After an all-day mediation on Monday, Supervisor Dean Preston announced  that
an agreement has been reached between the owner of longtime Upper Haight establishment Club
Deluxe and property owner Veritas Investments, allowing the jazz and blues club to remain in its home
of more than 33 years.

“Our community faced the potential of a tremendous loss with the closure of Club Deluxe,” said
Supervisor Preston. ”I am grateful that all parties came to the table to keep the doors open and we
were able to hammer out a deal. It was true before, but even more so as we emerge from the pandemic
– our arts and our artists are what make San Francisco, San Francisco. Long live Club Deluxe.”

In early August, Club Deluxe notified patrons and musicians that the venue would soon be closing due
ongoing disagreements about past and future rent. As with many venues citywide, Club Deluxe had
experienced significant pandemic hardship, shutting down for a significant period in 2020 and
periodically ever since, with waves of COVID variants disrupting their once bustling destination.

Supervisor Preston, previously co-owner of Market Street music venue Cafe Du Nord, then intervened,
urging property owner Veritas and the Club Deluxe owner to restart lease negotiations that had
derailed. Negotiations resumed in the days that followed. On Monday, Preston brought parties to the
table for a City Hall mediation. Six-and-a-half hours later, a deal was struck.

“Thank you so much for showing up, and showing your support for Club Deluxe,” said Sarah Wilde,
Club Deluxe owner. “Your love of this venue has helped the landlord understand it is worth supporting
this small business by offering a fair lease. Deluxe will be very happily staying at 1511 Haight St,
hopefully for another 33 years!”

The resolution was made possible in part by Supervisor Preston’s groundbreaking law, passed in July
2021, to waive certain pandemic-related back rent for small businesses. For the period that a small
business was fully shut down by COVID health orders, the law effectively waived back rent during that
time. Despite a challenge by landlord lobbyists, the law was upheld by a Superior Court judge in April
2022.

mailto:kyle.smeallie@sfgov.org
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/Cherished-San-Francisco-jazz-bar-in-17348494.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/S-F-small-businesses-shut-because-of-pandemic-16328282.php#photo-21259744
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Judge-refuses-to-block-S-F-law-letting-some-17065661.php


In addition, with support from Supervisor Preston and SF Heritage, Club Deluxe is applying to be added
to the city’s Legacy Business Registry, which recognizes long-term small businesses in San Francisco,
and provides benefits to businesses and their landlords to encourage long-term stability. Today,
Supervisor Preston issued a letter formally nominating Club Deluxe to become a Legacy Business.
“This is exactly what we created this program for,” said Kyle Smeallie, Supervisor Preston’s Chief of
Staff, who served as Campaign Manager for the 2015 ballot measure that created the Legacy Business
program.

“Club Deluxe is a one of a kind live music venue in the heart of the Haight Ashbury,” Preston said. “It’s a
gathering spot, a place where people share community, and join together in what makes us human. I
am proud that we could help forge a path to keep the music going.”

###



 
 

 

 
 
Club Deluxe will remain open at its Haight-Ashbury location after coming to an 
agreement with the property owners on a new lease, Supervisor Dean Preston 
announced Tuesday. 

Preston, whose district includes Club Deluxe, held a mediation Monday between 
the jazz bar’s owner and the property owner to resume lease negotiations that 
halted, the supervisor announced in a news release Tuesday. 



Sarah Wilder, the owner of Club Deluxe, and property owner Veritas 
Investments, previously said they couldn’t agree on a lease due to disputes over 
rent rates. In response to the closure announcement, the nonprofit San Francisco 
Heritage said last week that it was helping Wilde apply to receive legacy status 
for the business in an effort to help keep it open. 

“I am grateful that all parties came to the table to keep the doors open and we 
were able to hammer out a deal,” said Preston in a statement. “It was true before, 
but even more so as we emerge from the pandemic - our arts and our artists are 
what make San Francisco, San Francisco. Long live Club Deluxe.” 

Tuesday’s announcement comes three weeks after Wilde said in an open letter to 
musicians that the 33-year-old business would close — Aug. 27 was scheduled to 
be the last official day. 

“Thank you so much for showing up, and showing your support for Club Deluxe,” 
Wilde said in the news release. She did not immediately respond to a request for 
comment Tuesday. 

“Your love of this venue has helped the landlord understand it is worth 
supporting this small business by offering a fair lease. Deluxe will be very happily 
staying at 1511 Haight St. hopefully for another 33 years!” she said. 

Ron Heckmann, a spokesperson for Veritas, could not immediately comment. 

Jessica Flores (she/her) is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. 
Email: jessica.flores@sfchronicle.com Twitter: @jesssmflores 
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Legacy Business Registry 
Executive Summary 
HEARING DATE: September 21, 2022 

 
 
Filing Date: August 24th, 2022 
Case No.: 2022-008543LBR 
Business Name Club Deluxe 
Business Address: 1509-1511 Haight Street 
Zoning: Haight Street Neighborhood Commercial District (NCD) 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 1245/001 
Applicant:  Sarah Wilde and Chris Pankow 
 1509-1511 Haight Street  
Nominated By: Supervisor Dean Preston 
Located In: District 5 
Staff Contact: Heather Samuels - 628-652-7545 - Heather.Samuels@sfgov.org 

Recommendation: Adopt a Resolution to Recommend Approval  

 
 
Business Description 
Club Deluxe is a live music vendor and cocktail bar which was originally founded in 1978 located adjacent to the 
famous corner of Haight and Ashbury. In 1978 when it was founded, it was originally called the DeLuxe Bar which 
was one of the several gay bars in Haight-Ashbury. In 1989, the bar was taken over by Jay Johnson and renamed 
Club Deluxe. The business became an important part of San Francisco’s Haight neighborhood live music scene 
and has been for over three decades. Under Johnson’s ownership, Club Deluxe became and is still known as a 
local hotspot for great live music and cocktails, and soon became a hub for the swing revival of the late 1980s 
and early 1990s. In 2016, Sarah Wilde, a long-time employee of Johnson's, and Chris Pankow, the owner of a 
property and development company, took over ownership. They continue to carry on Johnson’s 
legacy, hosting live music from local bands each day and cocktails at the bar, and maintaining 
an importance piece of San Francisco’s nightlife scene. 
 
In August of 2022, Club Deluxe announced its immanent closure due to the inability to agree on a fair and 
feasible lease with their landlord. Owners Sarah Wilde and Chris Pankow were open to moving the business to 
another location if an agreement could not be reached with their landlord. After a mediation with District 5 
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Supervisor Dean Preston on August 22,2022, Club Deluxe and the property owner reached an agreement, 
allowing the jazz and blues club to remain in its home.  
 
Club Deluxe is located within the boundaries of the California Register of Historic Resources’ eligible Haight-
Ashbury Historic District, which consists primarily of two-and three-story residential that were constructed 
during the late 19th century and early 20th century. The SF Planning Department’s historic resource status for 
this building is an “A -Historic Resource Present,”. The exterior of the building is reminiscent of Streamline 
Moderne architectural style with silver metal details and the block glass features. The interior today, which 
remains mostly unchanged from when Johnson served a proprietor, retains the feel of a 1930s-1950s oasis, with 
wood paneled walls, circular mirrors and café-style tables, and murals painted in a New Deal-era style. The 
murals, painted by local artist Dan Yearwood c.1989, and were commissioned by Johnson to illustrate his 
personal journey from Chicago to San Francisco. 
 
The business’s primary location is 1509 Haight Street, which is a Category A (Historic Resource Present – Located 
in the Eligible Haight Ashbury Historic District) located on Haight Street between Ashbury and Clayton Streets in 
the Haight-Ashbury neighborhood. It is within the Haight Street NCD (Neighborhood Commercial District) and a 
40-X Height and Bulk District. Club Deluxe is located within the Height Ashbury Public Realm Plan.  
 
 
 
Staff Analysis 

Review Criteria 

1. When was business foundedʢ   

The business was founded in 1978.  

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registryʢ If soʐ howʢ 

Yes. Club Deluxe qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the eligibility 
Criteria: 

a. Club Deluxe has operated continuously in San Francisco for 44 years. 

b. Club Deluxe has contributed to the history and identity of the Haight-Ashbury neighborhood and San 
Francisco.  

c. Club Deluxe is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the 
organization. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant artăcraftăcuisineătraditionʢ  

Yes. The business is associated with the Jazz, Blues, and Swing Revival musical movements and era of the 
1980s and 1990s.  

http://www.sf-planning.org/info
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4. Is the business or its building associated with significant eventsʐ personsʐ andăor architectureʢ 

Yes. A prior owner of Club Deluxe, Jay Johnson, was a singer was also a singer and could be found on 
Sunday nights performing at Club Deluxe with the Club Deluxe Quartet. He released an album called Full 
Swing Ahead that he used to sell at Club Deluxe during these weekly "Blame it on the Bossa Nova" 
performances. The San Francisco Examiner described him as "a smooth-faced young Sinatra clone." He 
passed away in 2015 at 61 years old after a long battle with cancer. 

Some well-known Bay Area-raised artists that have frequented Club Deluxe include Kirk Hammond from 
Metallica and Billie Joe Armstrong from Green Day. 

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a localʐ stateʐ or federal historic resource registryʢ   

 Yes, the site is located within the boundaries of the California Register- Eligible Haight Ashbury Historic 
District.  

 
6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statementʢ   

No, not as of the date of this Executive Summary.  

7. Has the business been cited in published literatureʐ newspapersʐ journalsʐ etcʏʢ 

Yes. In 1998, Club Deluxe’s contribution to the neo-swing movement was referenced in the Billboard article 
“In Defense of the Swing Revival: Why America Flipped for ’40s Sounds.”, stating that San Francisco was the 
capital city of West Coast retro culture.  

Under Wilde and Pankow’s management, the club continued to rank among the top jazz bars in the city 
(according to sites like Culture Trip, Yelp, and Eater), alongside storied venues like the Boom Boom Room, 
Mr. Tipple’s Recording Studio, and Bix. 

More recently, the news of Club Deluxe’s closure was covered in numerous media outlets, including the San 
Francisco Chronicle, SF Gate, Broke-Ass Stuart, 48 Hills, SF Standard, KRON4, and more. 

Historic preservation nonprofit San Francisco Heritage included Club Deluxe as a candidate in its Haight-
Ashbury legacy business voting contest starting August 1, 2022 and have since withdrawn the business from 
contention in order to separately aid the business in its application to the Registry.  

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
Current Locations:  
• 1509-1511 Haight Street  
 
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
• None 

Recommended by Applicant 
• Cocktail menu, including the Deluxe Collins (a version of the “Spa Collins” made famous under 

http://www.sf-planning.org/info
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Johnson’s ownership).  
• Vintage décor and atmosphere reminiscent of the 1930s and 1950s.  
• Murals painted by Dan Yearwood. 
• Vintage neon sign spelling out “DeLuxe”.  

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 

• None 
 
Basis for Recommendation  

The Department recommends the Historic Preservation Commission adopt a resolution recommending the 
business listed above be adopted by the Small Business Commission to the Legacy Business Registry. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Draft Resolution 
Legacy Business Registry Application: 
• Application Review Sheet 
• Section 1 – Business / Applicant Information 
• Section 2 – Business Location(s) 
• Section 3 – Disclosure Statement 
• Section 4 – Written Historical Narrative 

o Criterion 1 – History and Description of Business 
o Criterion 2 – Contribution to Local History 
o Criterion 3 – Business Characteristics 

• Contextual Photographs and Background Documentation 
 

http://www.sf-planning.org/info


Historic Preservation Commission 
Resolution No. 1272 

HEARING DATE: SEPTEMBER 21st, 2022 

Case No.: 2022-008543LBR 
Business Name Club Deluxe 
Business Address: 1509-1511 Haight Street 
Zoning: 

Block/Lot: 
Applicant:  

Nominated By: 
Located In: 
Staff Contact: 

Haight Street Neighborhood Commercial District (NCD) 
40-X Height and Bulk District 
1245/001 
Sarah Wilde and Chris Pankow 
 1509-1511 Haight Street 
Supervisor Dean Preston 
District 5 
Heather Samuels - 628-652-7545 
Heather.Samuels@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY 
BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR CLUB DELUXE CURRENTLY L OCATED AT 1509-1511 HAIGHT STREET, 
BL OCK/LOT 1245/001. 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a 
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-serving 
businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional 
assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years; and 

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and 

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on September 21, 2022, the Historic Preservation Commission 
reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry nomination. 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 1509 HAIGHT 
STREET qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has 
operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions for 1509-1511 HAIGHT STREET.  
 
L o cation(s) associated with the business: 

Current Locations:  
• 1509-1511 Haight Street  
 
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations: 
• None 

Recommended by Applicant 
• Cocktail menu, including the Deluxe Collins (a version of the “Spa Collins” made famous under 

Johnson’s ownership.  
• Vintage décor and atmosphere reminiscent of the 1930s and 1950s.  
• Murals painted by Dan Yearwood. 
• Vintage neon sign spelling out “DeLuxe”.  
 

Additional Recommended by Staff 
• None 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and recommendations are made 
solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the Legacy Business Registry, and the 
Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject property or any of its features constitutes a 
historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission Secretary to 
transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2022-008543LBR to the Office of Small 
Business September on 21, 2022. 
 
 
Jonas P. Ionin 
Commission Secretary 
 
 
AYES:   Wright, Foley, Johns, So, Nageswaran, Matsuda 
 
NOES:  None 
 
ABSENT: Black 
 
ADOPTED: September 21, 2022 

http://www.sf-planning.org/info
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