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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Steve Rhodes < >
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 3:07 PM
To: SBC (ECN); Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)
Subject: Reject or postpone Castro resolution
Attachments: EE4CCCB8-82C3-4889-9576-4F54B1E4CCBD.jpeg

  

 
 
I hope the Small Business Commission will reject or at least postpone the resolution by large 
corporation Another Planet Entertainment. 
 
A corporation which had $30 million in revenue in 2019 & recently sold over 200,000 tickets to 
Outside Lands in Golden Gate Park is not a small business. 
 
The resolution is wrong - they have not held town hall meetings - they finally held one required town 
hall meeting August 11 which people who see movies at the Castro have been asking for one since 
their deal was annouced in January (an annoucement even they admit they fumbled  
 
https://www.sfgate.com/sf-culture/article/Another-Planet-Entertainment-VP-apologizes-
16835910.php ). 
 
At that town hall, they showed renderings of their plan to remove the current seats which give a great 
view wherever we sit. 
 
The new tiered “seats configuration” makes the Castro look like an ugly multiplex theater. 
 
They say they need this because people 25 to 35 won’t go to & muscians won’t play a venue with 
seats. 
 
Many younger people said they are wrong (see photo below by Carlos Avila Gonzalez) 
 
Gary Meyer who ran the Balboa & UC Theaters posted a long list of theaters with seats which show 
movies and are able to book many musicians for concerts. 
 
Former SFFILM director of programming Rachel Rosen (who sat behind me at the town hall, I’ve 
seen introduce many films at the Casto) posted eight more including  
 
Paramount, Austin 
 
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://twitter.com/rsrosen/status/1555259990054563840___.YXAzOnNmZ
HQyOmE6bzpkNjg4YzljMmRkODdmZTBkNzc5NDk3YzFlNGVkMWY3Njo2OjE5ZjQ6NzU5NTQ3MGNiZG
YwNWMxZjhiOTM5NTZjYjI1ZmFlZmY3N2UyODZiMjFjNTZhZjgyNWM0ZTVjMDc1OTRjMWVkZDp0OlQ 
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The also showed renderings of tables for weddings & fundraisers. 
 
 
There are many other venues with tables for weddings and fundraisers (and movies can be shown and 
concerts held at the Castro to raise money). 
 
 
But the Castro is the only large single screen movie theater left in San Francisco. 
 
 
Another Planet could’t even say how many seats will be lost if they have multiplex seats because they 
haven’t chosen the chairs yet. 
 
 
They should prepare alternative plans which keep the current sloped seating and you should reject their 
resolution now or at least postpone it til they do. 
 
 
Their architect said alternatives are possible, but Another Planet hasn’t asked for them. 
 
 
Finally the Nasser family said in a statement (which they posted replacing a poster for Vertigo on Sept 3 & 
other places) they couldn’t attract more than 100 people to their 100th anniversary screenings. 
 
 
That just shows how poorly they are running the Castro.  
 
 
The reason people didn’t show up was because the movie tickets were overpriced, the films were poorly 
chosen, and it was poorly publicized (and hard to find the schedule of films on the Another Planet 
website). 
 
 
Please read 
 
 
https://www.sfheritage.org/news/castro-community-meeting/ 
 
 
 
https://www.kqed.org/arts/13917362/castro-theatre-seating-renovation-town-hall 
 
 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/castro-theatre-restore-17355216.php 
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 https://datebook.sfchronicle.com/movies-tv/inside-the-castro-theatres-tense-community-meeting-over-s-f-historic-
venues-future 
 
Steve Rhodes 
San Francisco, CA 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Jen Reck < >
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 2:20 PM
To: Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)
Subject: Public Comment for August 22, 2022 Small Business Commission Meeting

  
To the members of the San Francisco Small Business Commission - 
I am writing in opposition to the request that your Commission make a resolution in support of Another Planet 
Entertainment's Castro Theatre renovation plans. First and foremost, it is wholly inappropriate that this 
request be placed before you today, as neither Another Planet Entertainment nor the Nasser family and Bay 
Properties would be considered a small business under California and Federal designations.   
 
 
Second, Another Planet Entertainment's propose renovation plans and a business model that has potential to 
alter the historic theatre in ways that threaten its role in LGBTQ cultural production and community building. 
A resolution before this commission seems to be another tactic APE is using to circumvent actual community 
debate about their plans. The San Francisco Planning Department and Historic Preservation Commission have 
not yet completed their reviews of the plans, and any resolution of support by the Small Business Commission 
would benefit from this information and further study of the effects of such renovations.  

 
Third, there is great concern that APE's plans for the Castro Theatre will perpetuate and deepen the 
displacement of LGBTQ people in the Castro and diminish LGBTQ culture and safe spaces. As a scholar of 
LGBTQ urban spaces, I have long studied detrimental changes to the Castro neighborhood that have put our 
community and culture at risk of erasure.  I urge you to consider the importance of paced and informed 
decision-making when it comes to the future of the Castro Theatre, a space of immense historical importance 
to the Castro community.  
 
We must have an actual discussion and assessment of how APE’s plans will impact the LGBTQ intangible 
cultural heritage of the Castro theatre and neighborhood, and how changes to the theatre will affect the 
filmmaking and arts community.  
 
Please question APE’s attempts to gather support from your Commission before in-depth study and 
transparent community engagement has taken place! 

 
Best, 
Jen Reck, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Sociology and Sexuality Studies, SFSU 
Member, Friends of Castro Theatre Coalition 
Castro LGBTQ Cultural District Advisory Board Member and Land Use Committee Co-chair 
______________________________________ 
 
 
Jen Reck, Ph.D. 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Assistant Professor  
Department of Sociology and Sexuality Studies 
San Francisco State University  
1600 Holloway Avenue  
San Francisco, CA 94132 
Office: HSS 377 
Pronouns: she/her/hers 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Matthew Perifano 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 4:36 AM
To: Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)
Subject: Small Business Commission Meeting, Aug. 22 Re: Castro Theater

  

Hello,  
I retired from teaching film studies and video production in '20 at International High School in San Francisco. 
I used to tell my students that the Castro Theatre is the last remaining movie palace in San Francisco. 
From a historical and cultural perspective, this must count for something. 
I attended the community meeting at the Castro earlier this month and it was very clear that APE plans to turn it into a 
concert venue for standing audiences that can also show films and hold other events rather than preserving it as a 
cinema that is also able to hold concerts. 
APE pointed out their restoration of the Fox Theater in Oakland.  
The Fox Theater was unused for forty years before APE renovated it as a music venue. 
At least, Oakland has the Paramount which was preserved as a cinema that also holds other events. 
APE tried to weaponize ADA, saying that the Castro Theatre couldn't be ADA compliant and keep the seats. Seems to me 
the Opera House and Symphony and Orpheum and Golden Gate Theatre, etc. are compliant and still have a seated 
orchestra section. 
Keep the Castro Theatre preserved as a cinema that can also hold (seated)  concerts and other events. 
Keep The Seats! 
 
Thank you, 
Matthew Perifano 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: lee 
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 9:26 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Cc: Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)
Subject: Another Planet Entertainment/ Castro Theater Renovation

  

Greetings,  
Please consider this to be my public comment in regards to the Commission's meeting tomorrow (August 22) at 4:30 
PM.  
 
Another Planet Entertainment is neither a small business as defined by State and Federal annual receipts criteria nor is it 
a San Francisco based business. Why is this resolution being made by this San Francisco body?  
 
Neither the San Francisco Planning Department or Historic Preservation Commission have been able to complete their 
reviews of these plans this commission wishes to support. Would it not be prudent to wait for those reviews before 
making such a strong resolution of support?  
 
Given the significant community opposition to these plans and citations offered by established community historians 
and organizations tying such intangible cultural components to physical characteristics as the seats, it is strongly advised 
that a vote on this resolution be withdrawn or continued until this body is able to meet with a receive feedback from 
departments and organizations such as SF Heritage, the Planning Department, the Historic Preservation Commission, the 
GLBT Historical Society, the Castro LGBTQ Cultural District, and Supervisor Rafael Mandelman’s Office.  
 
Many thanks,  

Lee Hawn 
San Francisco 
 
When you begin with love, your journey will be beautiful 
 
Please donate to my AIDS LifeCycle fundraising: 
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http://www.tofighthiv.org/goto/LeeALC2020___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzo4OGQ5NzkzN
DNiOWZkMDc0NTBmYjA3OTNmZWM2ZjYyYzo2OjBmNWQ6MjBlMzhlMzBmOThmNzc0NzhmNGVjNWRkNDM4M2YwNjk
wMThhNjc4ZTA0NjNhMjVjNGQ5MmZiMTUyOTU3OGFkMTp0OkY 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: J Dillon 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 8:19 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Re: Public Comment - Castro

  

Hi,  
 
I was able to speak and I do want to thank you for allowing public comment on this issue. I know I spoke 100mph to try 
to get my thoughts in, so I'll only add here that I am personally a live music fan. I love the Fox for what it is and I always 
attend Outside Lands. To me, live music is soul-restoring.  
 
Repertory film is, too, and it needs its venues.  
 
I also agree with the head of the Castro Merchants Association that the current plan is (marginally) better than a gym or 
fully going dark. The level of secrecy APE has been operating under has made the issue more fraught and those on both 
sides more defensive and I want to thank the commission for urging more cooperation with stakeholders. 
 
Best, 
Jessica Dillon 
 
On Mon, Aug 22, 2022 at 6:08 PM J Dillon  wrote: 
Hi - I am on the phone and have pressed *3 to give public comment over the phone but I don't seem to be in the 
queue. Is there a way to give comment before the period is over?  
 
Thank you, 
Jessica Dillon 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Ryan VanZuylen 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 4:56 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Support Castro Theater Resolution

  

I support the current resolution to renovate the Castro Theater. There was ample time for community feedback and I do 
not want further delays to hamper renovations.  
 
Thank you, 
Ryan VanZuylen 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: CT Million 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 4:22 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Castro Theater resolution

  

As a San Francisco resident and filmmaker, I am concerned about the Commission's planned resolution supporting APE's 
redesign of the Castro Theater.  
 
The Planning Department and other City agencies and community groups have not yet completed their reviews of APE's 
plans. Besides the fact that there are many questions yet to be answered about the planned redesign and construction, 
APE is not a small, local business.  
 
My work has played at the Castro many times as part of film festivals and featured screenings, along with that of many 
colleagues in the local film community. Maintaining the Castro as a venue for local film is critical to the cultural life of 
San Francisco. APE's proposed gutting of the Castro Theater as a film venue needs much more scrutiny and community 
input before getting the endorsement of the SBC. 
 
Thank you, 
Chris Million 
San Francisco 
 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Bradford Paul < >
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 4:09 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Please Postpone any Vote on the Castro Theater Today

  

I would strongly urge the Small Business Commission to postpone a vote supporting or opposing the APE plan for the 
Castro Theater until after San Francisco's Planning Commission and Historic Preservation Commission act on their 
proposal during the first week of October. You will have a great deal more information and guidance by then and avoid 
the risk of unnecessarily alienating SF residents and small business owners by taking premature action today with 
insufficient information.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brad Paul 
 
Former employee, National Trust for Historic Preservation 
Former board member, California Preservation Foundation 
Former Deputy Mayor for Housing and Neighborhoods under Mayor Art Agnos 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Marisa Vela < >
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 4:06 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Resolution Regarding Another Planet Entertainment’s Plans for the Castro Theatre 

 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
 
 
 
Hello, 
I am writing to urge you to reject this resolution from APE regarding their proposed plans for the Castro Theatre. 
APE is not exactly a small business, and the plans that they have proposed are a bad fit for the neighborhood. 
The Castro Theatre is the last movie palace left in the City, please, let’s keep it a place for film, by keeping the downstairs 
seats in their raked format. 
Sincerely, 
Marisa Vela 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Lee Callahan 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 3:56 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: The Castro Theatre

  

To The Small Business Commission, regarding the Commission’s meeting today, August 22, 2022, at 4:30pm:  
 
I understand that there will be an attempt to pass a resolution in favor of Another Planet Entertainment at the 
Commission’s meeting today. 
 
But Another Planet Entertainment isn’t a small business as defined by State and Federal annual receipts criteria.   
 
Nor is Another Planet Entertainment a San Francisco based business. 
 
Neither the San Francisco Planning Department nor the Historic Preservation Commission have been able to complete 
their reviews of these plans.  So why is the Small Business Commission even contemplating such a resolution? 
 
Please withdraw the vote on this resolution, at least until the Commission is able to meet with and receive feedback 
from important organizations such as: 
 
The GLBT Historical Society 
The Castro LGBTQ Cultural District 
SF Heritage 
The Planning Department 
The Historic Preservation Commission 
 
and Supervisor Rafael Mandelman’s office. 
 
To do otherwise would be highly irresponsible, wouldn’t it? 
 
The Castro Theatre is an historic movie palace.  There is no other place like it.  It is a treasured San Francisco landmark, 
one that is beloved by not only San Francisco’s LGBTQ community, not only the entire San Francisco community, but by 
people all over the WORLD.  It is NOT analogous to other theaters such as the Fox in Oakland, and does not need to be 
re-invented as a concert venue with flat floors.  It seems to me that Another Planet Entertainment is using the 
“accessibility” angle as an excuse.  The Castro Theatre can keep seats and a sloped floor while still making other changes 
to make more locations in the theatre available to people with disabilities.   
 
The Castro Theatre is an historic movie palace that should be preserved as a movie palace for everyone, not changed to 
suit the profitability of Another Planet Entertainment. 
 
The idea that there might be a rush to pass a resolution today in favor of Another Planet Entertainment is appalling. 
 
Please do the right thing today, for the Castro, for San Francisco, and for people all over the world who love the Castro 
Theatre. 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Sincerely, 
 
K. Lee Callahan 
Resident, San Francisco 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Maureen Russell < >
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 3:30 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Castro Theatre: in opposition to APE's radical floor plans

  

Dear Commissioners, 
 
I'm a long-time Mission District resident and regular Castro Theatre attendee. I attended the recent community meeting at 
the Castro with Another Planet and the architect. Their plans for removing the great theater seats were poorly thought out 
and their reasons did not make sense. I heard about the SBC meeting topic only this afternoon. I urge you to wait on 
voting on this until after the SF Planning Dept. and Historic Preservation Commissions have time to complete their 
reviews. The Castro owners did nothing during the early part of the pandemic and are now trying to rush through plans. 
APE is great with preservation, but knows nothing about working with films. I've been to events at the Castro since last 
October, and have witnessed many problems. 
 
I believe that APE could hold some concerts at the Castro: there aren't many venues that can accommodate seated rock 
and other performances the size of the Castro. Some bands are fine to experience seated. And older adults who cannot 
stand long periods of time could be accommodated. The plans that APE showed for new seating were terrible! They 
would leave significantly fewer seats in the Castro's auditorium: there are currently 800. Promoters can offer affordable 
events when there are 800 seats, but not with APE's plan. The Castro seats have a great sight line. Don't allow APE to 
remove the sloped floor. They could renovate to accommodate more ADA seating without ripping out the current seats 
and floor. That would hurt the many film festivals and other groups using the Castro for seated events. 
 
Regards, 
 
Maureen Russell 

 
 

 
 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Lynn Cursaro 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 3:24 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: In opposition to APE's plans for the Castro Theatre

  

To the Small Business Commission,   
 
The vitality of San Francisco's cultural mix has taken a beating of late. This, however, is a poor excuse for disfiguring a 
major community asset in order to make a cash cow for a local but corporate concern. 
 
Past managements have nurtured vital film events which now play a key part in worldwide cinema culture. Both Noir 
City and SF Silent Film Festival, to name just two, have restored and preserved works so that they could be screened 
around the world.  
 
SFSFF has become a major event of its kind globally. Noir City has replicated itself in a dozen major cities. Both of these 
events appeal to wide age range and patrons from around the world. 
 
It's not just locals who love the Castro, it is loved by the world. There us only ONE Castro. Once it has been made over, 
there will be no turning back. 
 
Thank you, 
Lynn Cursaro 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: David Robson 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 3:14 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Opposition to Another Planet Entertainment

  

Dear Reader,  
 
Another Planet Entertainment (APE) are attempting to advance their plans past the proper review process and against 
the will of the Castro Theatre community. The vote on their motion should wait until proper review has been conducted 
and the input of the Castro's community and audiences has been officially logged as part of that process. 
 
It should be noted that APE's plans for the interior of the Castro, specifically the removal of the raked audience seats, 
will render the Castro unuseable by most cinematic organizations. These plans were loudly and decisively rebuffed by 
the Castro community, to the extent that APE must now attempt to disguise themselves as a small business to curry the 
favor of this body. This is a conniving and shameful deceit on APE's part and their efforts to subvert the process should 
bot be granted any official sanction by this body. 
 
We all want the Castro to have a viable future, and remain willing to work with APE to preserve that future, but their 
efforts to secure resolutions in their favor work contrary tp.the interests of the Castro community. APE's current plans, 
made unilaterally against the wishes of that community, will dramatically change life in the Castro district and 
completely dismantle the life and spirit of the Castro Theatre. 
 
Cordially, 
 
David Robson 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Steve Rhodes < >
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 3:07 PM
To: SBC (ECN); Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)
Subject: Reject or postpone Castro resolution
Attachments: EE4CCCB8-82C3-4889-9576-4F54B1E4CCBD.jpeg

  

 
 
I hope the Small Business Commission will reject or at least postpone the resolution by large 
corporation Another Planet Entertainment. 
 
A corporation which had $30 million in revenue in 2019 & recently sold over 200,000 tickets to 
Outside Lands in Golden Gate Park is not a small business. 
 
The resolution is wrong - they have not held town hall meetings - they finally held one required town 
hall meeting August 11 which people who see movies at the Castro have been asking for one since 
their deal was annouced in January (an annoucement even they admit they fumbled  
 
https://www.sfgate.com/sf-culture/article/Another-Planet-Entertainment-VP-apologizes-
16835910.php ). 
 
At that town hall, they showed renderings of their plan to remove the current seats which give a great 
view wherever we sit. 
 
The new tiered “seats configuration” makes the Castro look like an ugly multiplex theater. 
 
They say they need this because people 25 to 35 won’t go to & muscians won’t play a venue with 
seats. 
 
Many younger people said they are wrong (see photo below by Carlos Avila Gonzalez) 
 
Gary Meyer who ran the Balboa & UC Theaters posted a long list of theaters with seats which show 
movies and are able to book many musicians for concerts. 
 
Former SFFILM director of programming Rachel Rosen (who sat behind me at the town hall, I’ve 
seen introduce many films at the Casto) posted eight more including  
 
Paramount, Austin 
 
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://twitter.com/rsrosen/status/1555259990054563840___.YXAzOnNmZ
HQyOmE6bzoxNTY2NTMyODQ0NGZkM2ExYjcyZmRjMTE1MGViNjdhYTo2OmI5Y2E6MTk0NDI1NGNlN
GU1ODhlZmJiMWMxNmZlODc0OGY3ZWJjNzBjZDA4YzlmNTVhZGRkNzU3NGZlNThmMmE1NTViNjp0
OlQ 
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The also showed renderings of tables for weddings & fundraisers. 
 
 
There are many other venues with tables for weddings and fundraisers (and movies can be shown and 
concerts held at the Castro to raise money). 
 
 
But the Castro is the only large single screen movie theater left in San Francisco. 
 
 
Another Planet could’t even say how many seats will be lost if they have multiplex seats because they 
haven’t chosen the chairs yet. 
 
 
They should prepare alternative plans which keep the current sloped seating and you should reject their 
resolution now or at least postpone it til they do. 
 
 
Their architect said alternatives are possible, but Another Planet hasn’t asked for them. 
 
 
Finally the Nasser family said in a statement (which they posted replacing a poster for Vertigo on Sept 3 & 
other places) they couldn’t attract more than 100 people to their 100th anniversary screenings. 
 
 
That just shows how poorly they are running the Castro.  
 
 
The reason people didn’t show up was because the movie tickets were overpriced, the films were poorly 
chosen, and it was poorly publicized (and hard to find the schedule of films on the Another Planet 
website). 
 
 
Please read 
 
 
https://www.sfheritage.org/news/castro-community-meeting/ 
 
 
 
https://www.kqed.org/arts/13917362/castro-theatre-seating-renovation-town-hall 
 
 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/castro-theatre-restore-17355216.php 
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 https://datebook.sfchronicle.com/movies-tv/inside-the-castro-theatres-tense-community-meeting-over-s-f-historic-
venues-future 
 
Steve Rhodes 
San Francisco, CA 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Jeff Griffith-Perham 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 2:53 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Resolution No. 010-2022-SBC - Why Small Business??

  

Hello there, 
 
I am writing to question why the Small Business Commission is taking on a resolution in Support of 
Another Planet Entertainment. Another Planet is not a small business as defined by State and 
Federal annual receipt criteria nor is it a San Francisco based business. Why is this vague resolution 
being made by this San Francisco body? It seems like it is trying to rubber stamp approval on APE to 
make large changes to the Castro Theatre, which are specifically counter to the history and unique 
place the Castro Theatre holds both locally and globally. 
 
This feels like putting the cart before the horse. Neither the San Francisco Planning Department or 
Historic Preservation Commission have been able to complete their reviews of these plans this 
commission wishes to support. Why would the commission approve this vaguely worded statement 
when clearly there is some dissent within the local community and local business community. 
 
I strongly advised that a vote on this resolution be withdrawn or continued until this body is able to 
meet with and receive feedback from departments and organizations such as SF Heritage, the 
Planning Department, the Historic Preservation Commission, the GLBT Historical Society, the Castro 
LGBTQ Cultural District, and Supervisor Rafael Mandelman’s Office. 
 
APE plans to "enhance programming" by charging more money for venue rentals. They also have not 
indicated that they are planning to hire a programmer with any experience or expertise in film 
programming. There are numerous music venues the same size as the Castro Theatre in San 
Francisco. APE is not behaving like a small business. They are taking over the Castro Theatre 
programming in order to get themselves a foothold at a venue this size in San Francisco to compete 
with Live Nation and other large businesses. Again, this is NOT a small business company. This is a 
large non-SF-based business taking over what was a small business. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeff Griffith-Perham 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: S F 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 2:08 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Oppose the "Resolution in Support of Castro Theatre"

  

Hello,  
 
I am writing to oppose the "Resolution in Support of Castro Theatre" as described on the meeting agenda. It is, rather, as 
the actual draft is titled, a resolution in support of Another Planet Entertainment, not in support of the Castro Theater 
itself.  
 
As the many attendees of APE's recent public meeting in the theater made very clear, the community of San Francisco 
and the wider film and LGBTQ community are largely and significantly opposed to APE's plans. Furthermore, APE's 
purported commitment to gathering community feedback has so far been limited to lip service while they proceed with 
those plans, not actual dialogue with the Castro Theater's community or that of its neighborhood. 
 
I urge you to oppose this resolution in premature support of an organization that has not proven that they will be good 
stewards of such a renowned institution.  
 
-Stephen Fisk 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Bill Kinder 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 1:59 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: The Castro

 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
 
 
 
I have rented the Castro for screenings. I have attended events there for years. Whenever I go, I enjoy the small 
businesses in the neighborhood—I shop, I eat, I drink. 
 
APE is not a small business! The seat removal (ruining film festivals) and the business model they talk about will be 
ruinous to many of the neighborhood’s small businesses. 
 
Why is the SBC even involved in giving this corporation a fig leaf? Are you on another planet?! 
 
Bill Kinder 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Stephen Torres 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 1:47 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Cc: Tina Aguirre; Jesse Oliver Sanford; Jen Reck; Mandelman, Rafael (BOS); Thornhill, Jackie 

(BOS); Samuel Favela
Subject: Resolution No. 010-2022-SBC "Resolution in Support of Another Planet Entertainment."
Attachments: Castro Theatre Coalition Letter-Final (1).pdf

  

Good afternoon Small Business Commissioners,   
 
  Thank-you for informing the Castro LGBTQ Cultural District of Resolution No. 010-2022-SBC 
"Resolution in Support of Another Planet Entertainment."   
  After consultation with the Castro Theatre Stakeholders Coalition (Friends of the Castro Theatre), they have informed 
us of the following recommendations: 
 
-Another Planet Entertainment is neither a small business as defined by State and Federal annual receipts criteria nor 
is it a San Francisco based business. Why is this resolution being made by this San Francisco body? 
 
-Neither the San Francisco Planning Department or Historic Preservation Commission have been able to complete 
their reviews of the plans this commission wishes to support. Would it not be prudent to wait for those reviews 
before making such a strong resolution of support? 
 
- Given the significant community opposition to these plans and citations offered by established community historians 
and organizations tying such important intangible cultural components to physical characteristics such as the seats, it 
is strongly advised that a vote on this resolution be withdrawn or continued until this body is able to meet with and 
receive feedback from departments and organizations such as SF Heritage, the Planning Department, the Historic 
Preservation Commission, the GLBT Historical Society, the Castro LGBTQ Cultural District, and Supervisor Rafael 
Mandelman’s Office. 
 
  To the last recommendation, the Castro LGBTQ Cultural District was established to "sustain, and promote the rich 
cultural legacy of the Castro and its significance to San Francisco’s LGBTQ+ community and beyond. Our goals are to 
highlight the structures and sites important to our history; foster racial, ethnic, gender and cultural diversity among 
residents and businesses; and create a safe, beautiful, and inclusive space for LGBTQ+ and allied communities, to visit 
from around the world and call the Castro home." As such, we take very seriously the recommendations, conclusions, 
and citations made by this coalition of historians, merchants, and activists of whom we are a part.  We encourage this 
commission to do so as well, and shall make ourselves available to facilitate whatever consultation the commissioners 
may require from this coalition. We trust that, as a body similarly created to act as a conduit to the City in order to 
better highlight the needs of its constituents, you will give these recommendations proper evaluation before taking a 
vote on such a significant resolution. 
 
I have attached a letter dated from April to Another Planet Entertainment by the District on behalf of the Coalition 
further outlining outstanding requests made to that corporation by Coalition members. 
 
Sincerely, 
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--  
Stephen Torres 
Executive Co-Chair 
Castro LGBTQ Cultural District 
San Francisco, California 
415.489.8761 
pronouns: he, him, his 
 
Cc: 
Tina Valentín Aguirre, Castro LGBTQ Cultural District Director 
Samuel Favela, Castro LGBTQ Cultural District Program Associate 
Jesse Oliver Sanford, Castro LGBTQ Cultural District Land Use Co-Chair 
Dr. Jen Reck, Castro LGBTQ Cultural District Land Use Co-Chair 
 
Rafael Mandelman, District 8 Supervisor 
Jackie Thornhill, District 8 Legislative Aide 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Anita Monga 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 11:32 AM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Resolution No. 010-2022-SBC

  

I've heard that the Small Business Commission plans to approve a resolution supporting the removal of the 
traditional seating at the Castro Theatre. I urge you to consider the many non-profit small businesses—the 
various independent film and performance festivals that enrich the cultural life of the City—that depend on the 
traditional theater seating at the Castro. San Francisco Silent Film Festival has called the Castro Theatre home 
for 25 years. We bring artists, scholars, and large audiences from around the area and the world to San 
Francisco. The Castro is the only venue large enough for our shows that includes movie projection. There are 
dozens of old movie palaces around the country that have been converted to multi-use auditoriums, 
successfully presenting concerts, dance performances, comedy, talks, movies. Seats are NOT antithetical to 
concert going! But tearing out the seats and flattening the floor relegates an auditorium to one use only—
standing concerts—and San Francisco is full of those kinds of venues. The Fillmore, the Great American Music 
Hall, the Warfield, the Chapel, Bill Graham Auditorium, The Independent and the Regency Ballroom. But 
there's only one large auditorium that can screen movies—the Castro. 
 
I hope that you will withdraw this resolution. 
 
Yours, 
Anita Monga 
 
 
ANITA MONGA | ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  |  SAN FRANCISCO SILENT FILM FESTIVAL 
1687 MARKET STREET | SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 | 510-843-2749 
 
True art transcends time   

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 



20

Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Nicasio Nakamine 
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 11:32 AM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Public Comment - 8/22/22 SBC Meeting - Castro Theatre

  

Hello, 
 
APE's plans to renovate the Castro Theatre are mostly fine with one glaring exception: the removal of the seats. This 
change will drastically change the nature of the space and make film exhibition impossible for all but the most well 
heeled.  
 
Additionally, the Planning Department and the Historic Preservation Commision have yet to complete their reviews. I 
believe it is premature for the SBC to weigh in before these processes are finalized. 
 
Because of these reasons, I urge the commission to reject the resolution supporting APE's renovations or at least 
continue until the commision is able to receive input from the various departments and organizations concerned. 
 
Thank you, 
 
-Nicasio Nakamine 
 
--  
Nicasio Nakamine 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Ron Merk < >
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 9:29 AM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Re: changes to the Castro theatre

  

To whom it may concern: 
 
In 2004 I was in negotiations with the Castro Theatre owners to purchase 
the theater.  Therefore, I was given complete access to the theater and 
brought a team of engineers in to assess what could and what should be 
done to update the theater.  I was even given a copy of the original 
building plans. 
I think that before any decisions are made with regard to any proposed 
changes to this theater, a study needs to be done to determine the long 
term effects of such changes to the theater, but also to the future uses of 
the theater, which should include regular film screenings and film 
festivals. 
There is no question that the Nassers and Bay Properties are not a "small 
business."  The same applies to APE Concerts and Another Planet 
Entertainment. 
 
You need to be very careful about what you rule on this matter, or you 
will long be remembered for "behind the scenes manipulation" of this 
matter, which is certainly not your mission or your right under the 
law.  Please stay in the small business lane.  This is legally and morally 
wrong. 
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I would be happy to make a statement in person to the commission, but 
I'm unfortunately at home recovering from injuries related to a fall, and 
cannot travel today. 
 
Ron Merk, President 

Premiere Pictures International, Inc. 

www.PremierePicturesInc.com 

and 

Ron Merk, Founder 

The Metro Film and Arts Foundation 

www.MetroFilmAndArts.com 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Gary Meyer < >
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 9:19 AM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Castro Theater seating resolution

  

I understand that the SBC is scheduled to approve a resolution today supporting Another Planet Entertainment's plans 
for removing the traditional seating at the Castro Theater. 
 
I have operated historic theaters my entire career and understand from audiences how important sightlines and comfort 
are to enjoying a show, on screen or live in person. Equally important is maintaining the last theater in San Francisco 
that can show movies to a large audience---in the case of the Castro that is 1407 seats. Many film festivals, nonprofits 
and independent presenters use the Castro for their events and depend on that capacity to make their costs. They are 
small businesses in San Francisco.   
 
Another Planet Entertainment is a multi-million dollar business not based in San Francisco. They are an excellent 
company and most of their restoration plans for the Castro Theater are laudable but not the removal of the seats. 
Additionally the owner of the Castro, Bay Properties is a large real estate company run by the Nasser family. Neither 
qualify as "Small Businesses" as defined by State and Federal annual receipts criteria. 
 
There are dozens of traditionally seated movie palaces around the country that successfully operate with a mixture of 
programming including not only movies but all kinds of music, live theater, stand-up comedy, lectures and a variety of 
other shows. The Castro can do the same thing, making money and bringing sympathetic audiences who will visit and 
support neighboring small businesses in the Castro neighborhood.  
 
Have you had input from the Planning Department, the Historic Preservation Commission, the Castro LGBTQ Cultural 
District, Supervisor Rafael Mandelman’s Office, SF Heritage, or the GLBT Historical Society?  
 
I hope that you will withdraw Resolution No. 010-2022-SBC. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gary Meyer   
 

  
To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
EatDrinkFilms.com 
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To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
The Art of Eating- The Life of M.F.K. Fisher- Executive Producer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
--  
Gary Meyer     

 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
EatDrinkFilms.com 

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
The Art of Eating- The Life of M.F.K. Fisher- Executive Producer 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Therese Poletti < >
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 9:02 AM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Public comments regarding Resolution No. 010-2022

  

To the Small Business Commission of San Francisco: 
 
We at the Art Deco Society of California, a Bay Area non-profit,  believe that your proposed resolution in support of 
Another Planet Entertainment is premature and should be withdrawn or continued until more information from the 
approvals process is available.   
 
APE has not yet received any city approvals nor backing of the Historic Preservation Commission for its plans. As you are 
well aware, there is widespread concern among many communities in SF and beyond about the project as currently 
proposed: from many in the neighborhood, the film community, the LGBQT community, and among many architectural 
preservationists.  
 
APE is also headquartered in Berkeley and we are not sure why they are receiving a commendation from the San 
Francisco Small Business Commission. They also appear to exceed the annual revenue of a business deemed to be a 
small business, based on businesses eligible to receive grants from your organization (less than $2.5 million).  
 
The Art Deco Society of California believes this action is premature and we ask that you continue or withdraw this 
resolution. We are in support of restoring the Castro Theatre to its former glory, but there are several issues that have 
yet to be resolved with APE's plans.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Therese Poletti 
Preservation Director 
Art Deco Society of California  
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Eric Kosse < >
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 5:59 AM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Castro Theatre

 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
 
 
 
When I moved to San Francisco in the 1990s I found a city still reeling from the disaster of AIDS and a town that allowed 
me to survive and grow in a community that enlarged my life in so many ways. 
 
The Castro Theatre was part of that growth, the ability to drop into the local movie palace and see the new Derek 
Jarman film, a classic black and white old Hollywood great, celebrate new gay and lesbian films at the festivals, feel 
literally physically safe and surrounded by community, feel a part of San Francisco, a real community asset, specific, 
related to place and time and history. 
 
IRREPLACEABLE. 
UNIQUE. 
A CULTURAL ASSET WORTH PROTECTING. 
 
There are endless locations available for ticketed entertainment investment schemes by large non local companies. 
 
Save something worth saving. 
It’s such an obvious choice. 
Save the Castro Theatre. 
 
Thank you 
Eric Kosse 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Bob Goldfarb < >
Sent: Monday, August 22, 2022 12:45 AM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Resolution on Castro Theater - Resolution No. 010-2022-SBC

  

Sharky Laguana 
Miriam Zouzounis 
Tiffany Carter 
Lawanda Dickerson 
Rachel Herbert 
Cynthis Huie 
William Ortiz-Cartagena 
  
Small Business Commission 
1 Dr Carlton Goodlett Place 
Room 400 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
  
Dear Commissioners: 
  
We understand that an item titled Resolution in Support of Castro Theatre on your website will come before the 
commission on Monday, August 22, 2022, Resolution No. 010-2022-SBC, Resolution in Support of Another Planet 
Entertainment. 
  
On your own website, the public facing link calls it “Resolution in Support of Castro Theatre” yet the actual title is 
"Resolution in Support of Another Planet Entertainment".  We believe this is both misleading and disingenuous.   
  
The APE renovation plans include permanently removing all the seats, ending its use as a movie theater.  These plans do 
not have broad LGBTQ community support and will completely eliminate its use as a movie theater and home to LGBTQ 
community events.   
  
APE’s community outreach appears to be sham, with no real intent to consider community interests. 
  
We consider it inappropriate for the Small Business Commission to consider a resolution in support of APE.  APE is not a 
small business by either state or federal standards, they are one of the largest concert promoters in America. 
  
We consider it inappropriate for the Small Business Commission to consider this resolution before either SF Planning or 
the Historic Preservation Commission have completed their currently ongoing reviews. 
  
We urge you to either withdraw or vote against this resolution. 
  
Bob Goldfarb 
  
Executive Director (Pronouns: he, him) 

  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 



29

LEATHER & LGBTQ Cultural District 
SFLeatherDistrict.org 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: lee < >
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 9:26 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Cc: Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)
Subject: Another Planet Entertainment/ Castro Theater Renovation

  

Greetings,  
Please consider this to be my public comment in regards to the Commission's meeting tomorrow (August 22) at 4:30 
PM.  
 
Another Planet Entertainment is neither a small business as defined by State and Federal annual receipts criteria nor is it 
a San Francisco based business. Why is this resolution being made by this San Francisco body?  
 
Neither the San Francisco Planning Department or Historic Preservation Commission have been able to complete their 
reviews of these plans this commission wishes to support. Would it not be prudent to wait for those reviews before 
making such a strong resolution of support?  
 
Given the significant community opposition to these plans and citations offered by established community historians 
and organizations tying such intangible cultural components to physical characteristics as the seats, it is strongly advised 
that a vote on this resolution be withdrawn or continued until this body is able to meet with a receive feedback from 
departments and organizations such as SF Heritage, the Planning Department, the Historic Preservation Commission, the 
GLBT Historical Society, the Castro LGBTQ Cultural District, and Supervisor Rafael Mandelman’s Office.  
 
Many thanks,  

Lee Hawn 
San Francisco 
 
When you begin with love, your journey will be beautiful 
 
Please donate to my AIDS LifeCycle fundraising: 
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http://www.tofighthiv.org/goto/LeeALC2020___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzo4OGQ5NzkzN
DNiOWZkMDc0NTBmYjA3OTNmZWM2ZjYyYzo2OjBmNWQ6MjBlMzhlMzBmOThmNzc0NzhmNGVjNWRkNDM4M2YwNjk
wMThhNjc4ZTA0NjNhMjVjNGQ5MmZiMTUyOTU3OGFkMTp0OkY 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Ron Williams < >
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 7:15 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: Castro Theater

  

As a witness to history and a former resident of the Castro, the Castro Theater is part of my DNA, the 
hundreds of hours I spend in our community living room, although I now live in Palm Springs and am 80 
years old, this controversy is important with the gayborhood to save our "Village Cathedral." It's an 
LGBTQ historical issue. Over the decade community participation has built equity in the venue. To name 
a few Frameline, the Gay Men's Chorus, the fabulous productions of Marc Huestis, and the list goes on. 
 
 
--  
Ron Williams 
ron-williams.com 
yuill.com 
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Birnbach, Kerry (ECN)

From: Judy Irving < >
Sent: Sunday, August 21, 2022 6:00 PM
To: SBC (ECN)
Subject: TABLE THE CASTRO THEATER ITEM

 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources. 
 
 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
The company leasing the Castro Theater is NOT a small business. Why is this item on your agenda? 
 
Let the Planning Department and the HPC complete their plan reviews and weigh in. 
 
SF Heritage and Castro-based cultural groups need to be involved in decisions about this historic theater as well. 
 
Regards, 
 
Judy Irving 
Producer/Director 
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