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LATIN JEWELERS
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LBR-2021-22-003
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Latin Jewelers
Business Address:
2344 Mission St.
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District 9
Applicant:
Irene Peña, Operations Manager
Nomination Letter Date: September 15, 2021
Nominated By:
Supervisor Hillary Ronen
Staff Contact:
Richard Kurylo
legacybusiness@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Latin Jewelers is a family-owned jewelry store located in the heart of the Mission. It is one of
the oldest jewelry stores in the neighborhood and offers a range of products and services
including retail jewelry and watches, engraving, ear piercing, jewelry and eyeglass repair, and
credit and layaway. Beyond traditional jewelry services, Latin Jewelers offers products specific
to Latino culture, such as specialty gifts for christenings, first communions, and quinceañeras.
The business prides itself in keeping Latino traditions and culture alive through their jewelry.
Multiple generations of neighborhood families have frequented the store in its more than 40
years on Mission Street. In her nomination letter, Supervisor Ronen described that the business
is, “noted for their personal and friendly service, curated and high-quality inventory, and fair
prices.”
Latin Jewelers was opened by Tomas and Dolores Peña in 1976 as Guadalajara Jewelers at
2521 Mission Street. In 1977, the business became part of a franchise jewelry store; however,
the owners soon realized that this did not align with their vision and in 1982, they renamed the
business Latin Jewelers and moved location to 2544 Mission Street. In 2005, Tomas and
Dolores purchased 2344 Mission Street, which has been the home to Latin Jewelers ever
since. Today, Tomas and Dolores own the business, and their children, Irene and Marcos,
manage it.
Latin Jewelers is one of the oldest jewelry stores in the Mission and Latino families from around
the Bay Area continue to visit the store for specialty jewelry products. Religious baptism
jewelry, quinceañera jewelry, and “aras,” small coins made of silver or gold that are used as
traditional tokens or mementos, are some of their most popular sellers. At Latin Jewelers, one
can find many artifacts that are part of Latino culture.
Latin Jewelers is also known for their creative financing solutions. They demonstrate their
commitment to the community by offering financing for individuals with low or no credit, helping
them repair, rebuild, and establish their credit history and ultimately build wealth. This credit
information can also be used in immigration cases to prove customers have been in the United
States for a certain amount of time.

CRITERION 1
Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?

Yes, Latin Jewelers has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years:
2521 Mission St. from 1976 to 1990 (14 Years)
2544 Mission St. from 1990 to 2007 (17 Years)
2344 Mission St. from 2007 to Present (15 Years)

CRITERION 2
Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
Yes, Latin Jewelers has contributed to the history and identity of the Mission neighborhood and
San Francisco.
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the
following ways the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community:
•

The business is associated with Latino jewelry traditions. The business specializes in
unique pieces that cater to a Latino demographic such as gifts for christenings, first
communions, and quinceañeras.

•

Although the Mission Street property is located within the California Register-eligible
Mission Miracle Mile 19th to 20th Streets Historic District, it is a non-contributor. This district
includes commercial buildings along Mission Street constructed during redevelopment post
1906 Earthquake. The property that Latin Jewelers is located within was included in the
Inner Mission North Historic Survey and was evaluated as a non-resource. It may also be
included in the in-progress Neighborhood Commercial Corridors Historic Resources
Survey.

CRITERION 3
Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
Yes, Latin Jewelers is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define
the business.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Latin Jewelers qualifies for the Legacy
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions.
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Services including retail jewelry and watch sales, engraving, graduation ring making, ear
piercing, credit and layaway, and jewelry and eyeglass repair.
• Product offerings such as wedding rings, religious baptism jewelry, quinceañera jewelry,
tiaras, and aras.
• Artifacts that are part of the Latino culture and traditions.
• Latin Jewelers logo.
• Marketing style.
• Outdoor signage.
• Original sign from 1982.
• Latin Jewelers neon signage.

CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be
required for maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.
• Jewelry store.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Latin Jewelers
currently located at 2344 Mission St. in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business
under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo and Michelle Reynolds
Legacy Business Program

Small Business Commission
Resolution No. _______________
April 25, 2022
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Adopting findings approving the Legacy Business Registry application for Latin Jewelers,
currently located at 2344 Mission St.
WHEREAS , in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small
Business maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to
recognize that longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of
the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy
Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and
WHEREAS , the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS , the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less
than 30 years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has
significantly contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and,
if not included on the Registry, faces a significant risk of displacement; and

WHEREAS , the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and
WHEREAS , the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions
that define the business; and
WHEREAS , at a duly noticed public hearing held on April 25, 2022, the San Francisco Small
Business Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on
the Legacy Business Registry application; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Latin Jewelers in the
Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding
the below listed physical features and traditions at Latin Jewelers.
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Services including retail jewelry and watch sales, engraving, graduation ring making, ear
piercing, credit and layaway, and jewelry and eyeglass repair.
• Product offerings such as wedding rings, religious baptism jewelry, quinceañera jewelry,
tiaras, and aras.
• Artifacts that are part of the Latino culture and traditions.
• Latin Jewelers logo.
• Marketing style.
• Outdoor signage.
• Original sign from 1982.
• Latin Jewelers neon signage.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the
below listed core physical feature or tradition to maintain Latin Jewelers on the Legacy
Business Registry:
• Jewelry store.
_______________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business
Commission on April 25, 2022.

_________________________
Katy Tang
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________
Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Review Sheet
LBR-2021-22-003
Latin Jewelers
2344 Mission St.
District 9
Irene Peña, Operations Manager
September 15, 2021
Supervisor Hillary Ronen

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more
years, with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?
X
Yes
No
2521 Mission St. from 1976 to 1990 (14 Years)
2544 Mission St. from 1990 to 2007 (17 Years)
2344 Mission St. from 2007 to Present (15 Years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or
the identity of a particular neighborhood or community?
X
Yes
No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or
traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
X
Yes
No

NOTES: N/A
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: March 9, 2022
Richard Kurylo and Michelle Reynolds
Legacy Business Program

Member, Board of Supervisors
District 9

City and County of San Francisco

HILLARY RONEN
September 15, 2021
Richard Kurylo, Legacy Business Program Manager
Legacy Business Program
San Francisco Office of Small Business
LegacyBusiness@sfgov.org
Dear Mr. Kurylo:
I am writing to nominate Latin Jewelers to the Legacy Business Registry.
Latin Jewelers was opened in 1976 by Tomas and Dolores Peña at 2521 Mission Street. Forty-five years
later, Latin Jewelers is still owned by Tomas and Dolores, with day-to-day operations run by their
children, Irene and Marcos.
Over the years, Latin Jewelers has moved locations several times, although always remaining within a
two-block range. In 2005, the Peñas were able to purchase the building at 2344 Mission, between 19th
and 20th Streets, where Latin Jewelers remains in the heart of the Mission.
Over the years, the business has served both the broad Mission community and Latinx shoppers from
across San Francisco and the Bay Area. Their unique product line emphasizes pieces that tie in with
traditional Latinx holidays and occasions and become long-cherished keepsakes.
They are noted for their personal and friendly service, curated and high-quality inventory, and fair
prices.
Latin Jewelers is a true community asset, a valuable neighborhood-serving business, and a consistent
presence in the Mission District, and I enthusiastically support their application to be placed our Legacy
Business Registry. For any additional information, please call my Legislative Aide, Amy Beinart, at
amy.beinart@sfgov.org.
Sincerely,

Hillary Ronen, Supervisor, District 9

City Hall • 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place • Room 244 • San Francisco, California 94102-4689 • (415) 554-5144
Fax (415) 554-6255 • TDD/TTY (415) 554-5227 • E-mail: Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org

Legacy Business Registry

Application

Section One:
Business / Applicant Information.
Please provide the following information:
The name, mailing address and other contact information of the business;
The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners,
identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business;
The name, title and contact information of the applicant;
The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the
Secretary of State, if applicable.
NAME OF BUSINESS:

BUSINESS OWNER(S)
(Identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business):

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE NUMBER:
EMAIL ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS – STREET ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS – CITY AND STATE:

Same as Business Address
MAILING ADDRESS – ZIP CODE:
WEBSITE ADDRESS:
FACEBOOK PAGE:
TWITTER NAME:
APPLICANT’S NAME:

APPLICANT’S TELEPHONE NUMBER:

APPLICANT’S TITLE:

APPLICANT’S EMAIL ADDRESS:

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER:
SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (If applicable):

1 D R . C A R L T O N B . G O O D L E T T P L A C E , R O O M 1 4 0 , S A N F R A N C I S C O , C A L I F O R N I A 9 4 1 0 2 -4 6
(415) 554-6134 / www.sfos b.org / legacybusiness@sfgov. org

Legacy Business Registry

Application

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business and the
dates of operation at the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of
the business in San Francisco is the founding location of the business. If the business moved from
its original location and has had additional addresses in San Francisco, identify all other addresses
and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than one location, list the
additional locations in section three of the narrative.
ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS

ZIP CODE

START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE
BUSINESS?

DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS
LOCATION

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable)

ZIP CODE

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable)

ZIP CODE

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable)

ZIP CODE

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable)

ZIP CODE

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable)

ZIP CODE

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable)

ZIP CODE

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (If applicable)

ZIP CODE

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:
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Legacy Business Registry

Application

Section Three:
Disclosure Statement.
San Francisco Taxes, Business Registration, Licenses, Labor Laws and Public
Information Release.
This section is verification that all San Francisco taxes, business registration and licenses are
current and complete, and there are no current violations of San Francisco labor laws. This
information will be verified. A business deemed not current with all San Francisco taxes, business
registration and licenses, or has current violations of San Francisco labor laws, will not be eligible
to apply for grants through the Legacy Business Program.
In addition, we are required to inform you that all information provided in the application will
become subject to disclosure under the California Public Records Act.
Please read the following statements and check each to indicate that you agree with the
statement. Then sign below in the space provided.
I am authorized to submit this application on behalf of the business.
I attest that the business is current on all of its San Francisco tax obligations.
I attest that the business’s business registration and any applicable regulatory license(s) are
current.
I attest that the Office of Labor Standards and Enforcement (OLSE) has not determined that
the business is currently in violation of any of the City’s labor laws, and that the business
does not owe any outstanding penalties or payments ordered by the OLSE.
I understand that documents submitted with this application may be made available to the
public for inspection and copying pursuant to the California Public Records Act and San
Francisco Sunshine Ordinance.
I hereby acknowledge and authorize that all photographs and images submitted as part of
the application may be used by the City without compensation.
I understand that the Small Business Commission may revoke the placement of the
business on the Registry if it finds that the business no longer qualifies, and that placement
on the Registry does not entitle the business to a grant of City funds.

Name (Print):

Date:

Signature:

1 D R . C A R L T O N B . G O O D L E T T P L A C E , R O O M 1 4 0 , S A N F R A N C I S C O , C A L I F O R N I A 9 4 1 0 2 -4 6
( 4 1 5 ) 5 5 4 -6
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LATIN JEWELERS
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative
CRITERION 1
a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations,
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all
other locations.
Latin Jewelers, currently located at 2344 Mission Street in the Mission district, was established
with the City and County of San Francisco on September 16, 1976, and opened October 1, 1976.
The original owners of the business remain the owners to this day – Tomas and Dolores Peña.
The business opened as Guadalajara Jewelers at 2521 Mission Street. In October 1977, just a
year after opening, Guadalajara Jewelers became part of a franchise of jewelry stores called
Don Roberto’s Jewelers. The franchise model required that they sell specific products and
market a certain way that just didn’t align with the vision of Tomas and Dolores, so they broke
away from the franchise six years later in 1982 renamed their business “Latin Jewelers” at their
new location, 2544 Mission Street. The business has been Latin Jewelers ever since.
Since the ownership name of the business has always been under Tomas and Dolores Peña as
sole proprietors, the business start date with the City is officially recorded as
September 16, 1976, despite the business name changes that occurred in 1977 and 1982.
When Tomas and Dolores were faced with rent hikes at the new location, they made the
decision to purchase their own space so they could have more control of their business
expenses and for a more permanent location. They purchased 2344 Mission Street, and Latin
Jewelers has been at that location since 2005.
Latin Jewelers has always served San Francisco’s Mission District, with locations only moving a
few blocks apart from one another. Over the years, a few other locations were opened in
California, including stores in San Jose, Stockton, Woodland, Bakersfield, Santa Ana, and
Watsonville. To date, the Mission Street location is the only one in operation.
History of San Francisco locations:
2521 Mission Street
October 1, 1976 to May 1990
(All three names at this location)
2544 Mission Street
April 1990 to May, 31 2007
2344 Mission Street
May 31 2007 to Present Day

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco
for more than six months?
Latin Jewelers has not ceased operations for more than six months since it was established in
1976.
At the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic in 2020, Latin Jewelers was closed to the public
for approximately 3 months. During that time, Latin Jewelers still had to actively carry out
certain day-to-day operations, which included taking charge account payments by phone,
answering calls, sending statements, and actively collecting on accounts by phone, email, and
text. Latin Jewelers has a check cashing permit, as such they are an essential business and
provided free check cashing for its charge account customers in the community.
c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the
business.
Latin Jewelers is a family business. It was opened in 1976 when owners Tomas and Dolores
Peña were both young parents in their early 20s. Latin Jewelers is now managed and operated
by Tomas and Dolores’ children, Irene and Marcos Peña. Ownership is still under Tomas and
Dolores who are sole proprietors of Latin Jewelers.
d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a
family-owned business.
Tomas and Dolores Peña have been the sole owner of Latin Jewelers since it was founded.
e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the
existence of the business prior to current ownership.
Documentation of the existence of the business verifying it has been in operation for 30+ years
is provided in this Legacy Business Registry application.
f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry.
The historic resource status of the building at 2344 Mission Street is classified by the Planning
Department as Category A, Historic Resource Present, with regard to the California
Environmental Quality Act. The building was constructed in 1912; however, it appears to be
ineligible for listing in California Register of Historical Resources. It is a simple, rectangular plan,
single-story, flat roof commercial building that is brick-clad at the storefront.

CRITERION 2
a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood,
community or San Francisco.
Latin Jewelers celebrates Latino culture and helps keep customs and traditions alive. The
business sells unique pieces that are hard to find at ‘traditional’ jewelry stores that don’t cater
to a Latino demographic. Specifically, they sell specialty gifts for Christenings, first communions,
quinceañeras, and other life celebrations. Family is so important to Latin Jewelers, and being
part of the community’s milestones and lasting memories is something uniquely special about
the business. Keeping Latino traditions alive is one way Latin Jewelers contributes to the
identity of its neighborhood.
The Mission District is home to many of the City’s Latino community members, so it has been
important for the business to be present there. Latin Jewelers has seen multiple generations of
families come through its doors and is constantly being told by its current customers that they
remember coming in when they were children, or that they choose Latin Jewelers because they
remember their grandparents used to shop there. Latin Jewelers has never left Mission Street,
and the owners are proud of having served their community over the four decades they’ve
been in business.
b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the
city, or the business industry?
For over 40 years, Latin Jewelers has contributed to many significant events in the
neighborhood. They do this by helping patrons choose the perfect jewelry for their events,
milestones, and celebrations. These items are unique to the Latino community. Some of these
items are 15 años themed jewelry, arras, and baby jewelry. Latin Jewelers often personalizes
these items by engraving them to commemorate these significant events.
c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade
publication, media, or historical documents?
Latin Jewelers has not been referenced in an historical context such as in a business trade
publication, media, or historical documents.
d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person?
Latin Jewelers is not associated with any significant or historical people.
e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community?
One of the ways that Latin Jewelers demonstrates commitment to the community is by offering
creative financing solutions that actually help their customers. They serve a traditionally
unbanked population that, for various reasons, may not have access to credit or has a difficult
time establishing credit. With their in-house credit options, they report all payments to the
credit bureaus. They are able to offer financing for individuals that have no credit, low credit, or

even folks that have filed for bankruptcy – and they help repair, rebuild, and in many cases
establish their credit history. In turn, this gives them access to lower interest rates and allows
them to buy cars and homes, helping build wealth. They can also prove they've been in the
country a certain amount of time when needed for an immigration case.
f. Provide a description of the community the business serves.
Latin Jewelers has served, and continues to serve, multiple generations of Latino families in the
Mission District and from all around the Bay Area.
g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant
building/structure/site/object/interior?
The original sign from the renaming of the business in 1982 still lives inside the shop.
h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut
down, etc.?
If Latin Jewelers were to close, their community would lose its oldest jewelry store. In addition
to their jewelry sales, Latin Jewelers’ state-of-the-art laser welder has helped many people get
repairs done quickly and on the spot. This includes repairing broken glasses for people who
need a quick repair to be able to see. Additionally, if Latin Jewelers were to close, jobs would be
lost and customers needing help building or rebuilding credit would lose the business as a
resource.

CRITERION 3
a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character.
Latin Jewelers is a family-owned business located in the heart of the Mission District. They are
an established retail jewelry store with extensive knowledge in the jewelry business. Aside from
retail jewelry and watches sales, they offer credit, layaway, and jewelry repair.
The most essential feature of our business is their product offerings: wedding rings, religious
baptism jewelry, quinceañera jewelry, and tiaras. They have "aras" (little coins made out of gold
or silver, which are traditional tokens/mementos) and specific cultural accessories. At Latin
Jewelers, one can find many artifacts that are part of the Latino culture and traditions.
Following are details of some of the essential features of Latin Jewelers:
Jewelry Repair
With their state-of-the-art laser welder, they are able to provide excellent workmanship at an
affordable price. Some of the many services they provide are ring sizing, stone mounting, retipping, and ring re-shaking. Latin Jewelers can weld broken chains, earrings, jump rings, and
rings. Most jobs can be done on site and in some instances while you wait. Gold and silver are
not the only metals they work with, and customers can bring in items for a free estimate for

repair. Latin Jewelers also offers watch battery replacement, watch band sizing, new leather
and metal watch bands, all of which can be done while you wait.
Eyeglass Repair
In addition to jewelry repair, Latin Jewelers does eyeglass repair on-site using their laser
welder, including sunglasses in some cases. All of their eyeglass repairs come with a 30-day
warranty. Latin Jewelers will repair them again if they break in the same place that it was
originally fixed. In most cases, customers can have their repaired glasses back in 24 hours or
less.
Engraving
As a leading retailer of fine jewelry, Latin Jewelers offer engraving on many of their jewelry
items, including baby jewelry, wedding rings, and ID bracelets. Customers can also bring in their
own jewelry for engraving.
Ear Piercing
Ear piercing is offered at Latin Jewelers for infants and adults using 14kt gold and surgical
stainless-steel studs. Latin Jewelers uses Studex ear piercing earrings, which are sterilized,
nickel safe, and allergy free. They also sell Studex Aftercare Products, which are an important
factor in maintaining healthy and beautiful ear piercings.
Graduation Rings
Latin Jewelers is an authorized retailer of Gold Lance High School Class Rings. The selection of
high school rings ranges from traditional to modern and come in a variety of metals including
silver, 10kt, and 14kt. Gold Lance allows you to customize your ring from the stone color and
side panels to the inside engraving. These rings come with a limited lifetime warranty that
includes free sizing, stone repair, and restoration.
b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft,
culinary, or art forms)
The goods sold at Latin Jewelers are essential to keeping traditions alive. As newer generations
grow up, it’s important that they have somewhere to go to celebrate milestones and not forget
their roots.
c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural
details, neon signs, etc.).

Latin Jewelers has maintained the same style in their logo since they were renamed Latin
Jewelers. This creates an iconic and recognizable trademark that resonates with their
customers. Latin Jewelers are committed to maintaining that style in their marketing and
outdoor signage. In addition, Latin Jewelers is committed to maintaining the original sign from
the renaming of the business in 1982, which is inside the shop.
d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less
than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business,
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current
ownership.
Documentation that demonstrates the business has been a jewelry store for 30+ years is
included in this Legacy Business Registry application.
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Business Description
Latin Jewelers is a family-owned jewelry store located in the heart of the Mission. It is one of the oldest jewelry
stores in the neighborhood and offers a range of products and services including retail jewelry and watches,
engraving, ear piercing, jewelry and eyeglass repair, and credit and layaway. Beyond traditional jewelry services,
Latin Jewelers offers products specific to Latino culture, such as specialty gifts for christenings, first communions,
and quinceañeras. The business prides itself in keeping Latino traditions and culture alive through their jewelry.
Multiple generations of neighborhood families have frequented the store in its more than forty years on Mission
Street. In her nomination letter, Supervisor Ronen described that the business is, “noted for their personal and
friendly service, curated and high-quality inventory, and fair prices.”
Latin Jewelers was opened by Tomas and Dolores Peña in 1976 as Guadalajara Jewelers at 2521 Mission Street. In
1977, the business became part of a franchise jewelry store; however, the owners soon realized that this did not
align with their vision and in 1982, they renamed the business Latin Jewelers and moved location to 2544 Mission

Legacy Business Registry
April 6, 2022 Hearing

CASE NO. 2022-002238LBR
Latin Jewelers

Street. In 2005, Tomas and Dolores purchased 2344 Mission Street, which has been the home to Latin Jewelers
ever since. Today, Tomas and Dolores own the business, and their children, Irene and Marcos, manage it.
Latin Jewelers is one of the oldest jewelry stores in the Mission and Latino families from around the Bay Area
continue to visit the store for specialty jewelry products. Religious baptism jewelry, quinceañera jewelry, and
“aras,” small coins made of silver or gold that are used as traditional tokens or mementos, are some of their most
popular sellers. At Latin Jewelers, one can find many artifacts that are part of Latino culture.
Latin Jewelers is also known for their creative financing solutions. They demonstrate their commitment to the
community by offering financing for individuals with low or no credit, helping them repair, rebuild, and establish
their credit history and ultimately build wealth. This credit information can also be used in immigration cases to
prove customers have been in the United States for a certain amount of time.
The business’s location at 2344 Mission Street is a Category A (Historic Resource Present) structure on the west
side of Mission Street between 19th and 20th Streets in the Mission neighborhood. It is within the Mission Street NCT
(Neighborhood Commercial Transit) Zoning District and a 55-X Height and Bulk District. The property is located
within the California Register-eligible Mission Miracle Mile 19th to 20th Streets Historic District but appears to be a
non-contributor.

Staff Analysis
Review Criteria
1. When was business founded?
The business was founded in 1976.
2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?
Yes. Latin Jewelers qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the eligibility
Criteria:
a. Latin Jewelers has operated continuously in San Francisco for 46 years.
b. Latin Jewelers has contributed to the history and identity of the Mission neighborhood and San Francisco.
c. Latin Jewelers is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
organization.
3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?
Yes. The business is associated with Latino jewelry traditions. The business specializes in unique pieces that
cater to a Latino demographic such as gifts for christenings, first communions, and quinceañeras.
4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?
No.
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5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?
Although the Mission Street property is located within the California Register-eligible Mission Miracle Mile 19th
to 20th Streets Historic District, it is a non-contributor. This district includes commercial buildings along Mission
Street constructed during redevelopment post 1906 Earthquake.
The property that Latin Jewelers is located within was included in the Inner Mission North Historic Survey and
was evaluated as a non-resource. It may also be included in the in-progress Neighborhood Commercial
Corridors Historic Resources Survey.
6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?
No, not as of the date of this Executive Summary.
7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?
8. No, not as of the date of this Executive Summary.
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
Location(s) associated with the business:
Current Locations:
 2344 Mission Street (2007 – Present)
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations:
 2521 Mission Street (1976 – 1990)
 2544 Mission Street (1990-2007)
Recommended by Applicant
 Services including retail jewelry and watch sales, engraving, graduation ring making, ear piercing, credit
and layaway, and jewelry and eyeglass repair
 Product offerings such as wedding rings, religious baptism jewelry, quinceañera jewelry, tiaras, and aras
 Artifacts that are part of the Latino culture and traditions
 Latin Jewelers logo
 Marketing style
 Outdoor signage
 Original sign from 1982
Additional Recommended by Staff
 Latin Jewelers neon signage

Basis for Recommendation
The Department recommends the Historic Preservation Commission adopt a resolution recommending the
business listed above be adopted by the Small Business Commission to the Legacy Business Registry.
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ATTACHMENTS

Draft Resolution
Legacy Business Registry Application:
 Application Review Sheet
 Section 1 – Business / Applicant Information
 Section 2 – Business Location(s)
 Section 3 – Disclosure Statement
 Section 4 – Written Historical Narrative
o Criterion 1 – History and Description of Business
o Criterion 2 – Contribution to Local History
o Criterion 3 – Business Characteristics
 Contextual Photographs and Background Documentation
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Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution No. 1230
HEARING DATE: APRIL 6, 2022
Case No.:
Business Name:
Business Address:
Zoning:
Block/Lot:
Applicant:
Nominated By:
Located In:
Staff Contact:

2022-002238LBR
Latin Jewelers
2344 MISSION STREET
NCT (MISSION STREET NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL TRANSIT) Zoning District
55-X Height and Bulk District
3596/009
Irene Peña
2344 Mission Street
Supervisor Hillary Ronen
District 9
Elena Moore – 628-652-7322
Elena.Moore@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY
BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR L ATIN JEWELERS CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 2344 MISSION ST (PRIMARY
ADDRESS), BLOCK/LOT 3596/009.
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-serving
businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional
assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco
operations exceeding two years; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on April 6, 2022, the Historic Preservation Commission reviewed
documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry nomination.

Resolution No. 1230
April 6, 2022

CASE NO. 2022-002238LBR
2344 Mission Street

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that Latin Jewelers
qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30
or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends safeguarding of the
below listed physical features and traditions for Latin Jewelers.

L ocation(s):

Current Locations:
• 2344 Mission Street (2007 – Present)
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations:
• 2521 Mission Street (1976-1990)
• 2544 Mission Street (1990-2007)

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Services including retail jewelry and watch sales, engraving, graduation ring making, ear piercing, credit
and layaway, and jewelry and eyeglass repair
Product offerings such as wedding rings, religious baptism jewelry, quinceañera jewelry, tiaras, and aras
Artifacts that are part of the Latino culture and traditions
Latin Jewelers logo
Marketing style
Outdoor signage
Original sign from 1982
Latin Jewelers neon signage

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and recommendations are made
solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the Legacy Business Registry, and the
Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject property or any of its features constitutes a
historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a).
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission Secretary to
transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2022-002238LBR to the Office of Small
Business on April 6, 2022.
Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary
AYES:

Wright, Black, Foley, Johns, So, Nageswaran, Matsuda

NOES:

None

ABSENT:

None

ADOPTED:

April 6, 2022
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