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Treasure Island/Yerba Buena Island 

Citizens Advisory Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 1, 2022 
 

VIDEOCONFERENCE 
 

I. Roll Call 
a. Tom Molinare, Liz Hirschhorn, Natalie Bonnewit, Barklee Sanders, Atta Pilram, James 

Hancock, Heather Gallagher, Chrysanthe Gussis, Joanne Desmond 
b. Quorum established 

 
II. Public Comment 

a. There was no public comment. 
 

III. Resolution Making Findings to Allow Teleconferenced Meetings Under California 
Government Code Section 54953(e).  

a. Without objection, the CAB voted to approve this motion.  
i. Natalie Bonnewit: In favor 

ii. Heather Gallagher: In favor 
iii. Jim Hancock: In favor 
iv. Tim Molinare: In Favor 
v. Liz Hirschhorn: In favor 

vi. Chrysanthe Gussis: In favor 
vii. Joanne Desmond: In favor 

viii. Barklee Sanders: In favor 
 

IV. Approval of January 4, 2022, CAB Minutes 
a. The CAB members agreed to a continuation of the minutes. 

 
V. TIDA Staff Updates 

a. Robert Beck shared an update on various topics: 
i. As discussed in prior meetings, the current guidance is that any meetings of City 

Policy bodies after February 28th shall be held in person. The CAB’s next meeting 
will be held on March 1st; however, there are outstanding questions on the 
requirements for meeting rooms and the City’s vaccine mandate. As such, Mr. 
Beck recommended foregoing the meeting in March to provide a buffer to address 
these questions and logistics and resume meetings on April 5th.  

ii. The website should have been changed to a new design and format today; however, 
this has been rescheduled to take place at a later date. CAB members will receive 
the updated links to meeting agendas once this is in place.   

iii. On-island activities – the Department of Elections installed a ballot drop box at the 
community point place in advance of the February 15th elections. Work is also 
continuing with the Developer in San Francisco Little League to plan the 
replacement field for Tepper field which is to be constructed at 8th &M, adjacent 
to their other existing field on the island. 

iv. The Department of Public Health Nurse Clinic is being relocated to a space adjacent 
to the grocery store to provide greater visibility. The Clinic has appointments for 
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residents for the vaccine on Tuesdays from 2 am to 6 pm; however, residents 
should call in advance. There is also a mobile COVID testing unit that comes to 
the island on Tuesday afternoons from 12 noon to 6 pm and there will be a COVID 
booster event on February 6th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. This will also offer first 
and second shots for people who are being vaccinated for the first time. 

v. On January 3rd the island experienced some burn-out conditions related to a repair 
that was being made on the Job Corp Campus and the second burnout was 
experienced on January 9th. This arose due to the failure of a single phase of a 
three-phase high voltage Jumper at 12th&D. On January 22nd there was a localized 
outage on just Northpoint when some mylar balloons got caught in the overhead 
lines. There are two limited outages planned for tomorrow to prune trees that are 
close to the Power lines. 

vi. In terms of housing, the anticipated occupancy date for the Bristol Condominiums 
has been delayed until April; however, the pre-marketing window for the 
application for the 14 affordable for-sale units in the building will be closed on 
February 18th.  The Mayor’s Office of Housing plans to hold the lottery on February 
8th to rank applicants for those opportunities. The highest-ranked applicants will 
still need to go through the process of demonstrating the number of household 
members, verifying income, and closing their financing.  However, it is expected 
that the successful household will be able to move into their new units in the June 
timeframe. It is also anticipated that the current residents will be able to purchase 
the many of these inclusionary units. 

vii. The CPUC has posted their agenda for their February 10th meeting which includes 
application for the Treasure Island Ferry Service, and it is anticipated that the 
application will be approved; after which, the TICD will publish an operation 
schedule and start date before the end of February for the start of Ferry service.  
There will be an Information Blitz to get that information out as soon as it is 
approved by the CPUC and the schedule finalized.  

viii. Last week the TIMMA Committee recommended the toll policies to the Toll 
TIMMA Commission and Board of Supervisors and a joint meeting is expected to 
be held on February 15th   for final approval of the tolling policies. However, tolling 
will not begin until late 2024 or 2025.   

b. Board comments:  
i. Tim Molinare asked, whether the marketing had begun for the market-rate Housing 

for the Bristol Condominium. Mr. Beck responded that this was being marketed, 
and there is a Sales Center and website in place.   

ii. Barklee Sanders asked the following: 
• How many outages had occurred for 2022? Mr. Beck noted that he did not 

have the total number, but as reported there were two burnouts and one 
outage.   

• Whether the outages for the full inspection audit that was done last year 
were caught as a possible defect in the system. Mr. Beck noted one of the 
outages was related to an underground cable that was not inspected in the 
prior inspection; however, the outages last weekend resulted from balloons 
getting into overhead lines which is unrelated to the condition of the lines.  

 
VI. Election of CAB Chair 

a. Tim Molinare updated that at the last meeting, the CAB elected both Vice-Chair, Atta Pilram 
and Barklee Sanders for Secretary with one nomination remaining for Jim Hancock.  

b. Jim Hancock accepted the nominations to be Chair of the CAB for the next 12-months. 
c. Without objection, the CAB voted to approve this motion.  

i. Natalie Bonnewit: In favor 
ii. Heather Gallagher: In favor 

iii. Jim Hancock: In favor 
iv. Tim Molinare: In Favor 



v. Liz Hirschhorn: In favor 
vi. Hope Williams-Burt: In favor 

vii. Barklee Sanders: In favor 
viii. Chrysanthe Gussis: In favor 

ix. Joanne Desmond: In favor 
 

VII. Update on Mercy Housing/Catholic Charities Residential Development  
a. Robert Beck noted that there are five Housing providers (4 below market rate Housing 

providers and 1 market-rate Housing provider) on the island today. All the below-market-
rate programs will be relocated to the new Affordable Housing units on the island.  For 
the market rate households, residents that moved in before 2019 and can income qualify 
for an affordable unit will have priority for new affordable units on the island, while 
households which moved in before June 2011 are entitled to a replacement rental unit tied 
to their current rent even if they do not meet the income eligibility requirements for an 
affordable unit. There is a plan to partner with the below-market-rate Housing providers 
on the first four affordable buildings on the island. The first is Maceo May Apartments 
which are being constructed to serve Swords to Plowshares residents. The excess units in 
the building will not be available to current market rate residents of the island as 
residency is limited to veterans; however, the second building will transition the current 
71 Catholic Charities Household on the island and will include some non-income 
restricted units to begin making offers to the pre-2011 market-rate households and 
additional affordable units that will be available to income-qualifying current residents. 

b. Nyla Hill, Assistant Project Manager at Mercy Housing presented an overview on Treasure 
Island C3.1, noting that construction will begin May 2022 which is anticipated for 
completion in Q1/2024, and residents should be able to occupy the units by Q2/2024.  

c. There are 138 units in the building; 71 of which will be replacement units for Catholic 
Charities residents who currently live on the island, 43 will be affordable units for 
income-eligible residents from the Villages, and 23 will be non-income restricted units 
for eligible households from the Villages.  

VIII. Board Comment: 
a. Jim Hancock asked how many residents are expected to occupy the building? Nabihah 

Azim noted that there were 319 bedrooms.  
b. Barklee Sanders asked about eligibility for persons who were not pre-DDA and not below 

80% AMI, whether they would be given any priority to normal market-rate units if they 
moved to Treasure Island before 2019. Mr. Beck clarified that inclusionary for-sale units 
are open to residents earning up to 120% of Area Median Income (AMI).  Residents that 
moved to Treasure Island after 2011 and would not income-qualify for an affordable unit 
as there are no specific unit accommodations made for them; however, they will have the 
opportunity to purchase or rent market-rate units in the new buildings before the units are 
advertised to the public. Over the next year, a total of 9 market-rate parcels will break 
ground and begin construction. Three of these will be rental properties.  

c. Barklee Sanders asked how many persons were impacted due to in-eligibility. Mr. Beck 
estimated that approx. 475 individuals based on the number of households that moved to 
the Island during 2011-2019 and that perhaps half of those might qualify for affordable 
housing and the other half might not.  

d. In terms of the income eligibility data, Barklee asked whether this was calculated for each 
individual separately. Mr. Beck noted that many of the households have multiple 
occupancies within an existing household; however, for the later arriving household, any 
individual or group of individuals that meet the income eligibility requirements will be 
able to apply for an affordable unit.  

e. Hope Williams asked how grown children who want to transition into their household 
addressed. Mr. Beck clarified that if any portion of a household is eligible for an 



affordable unit, they would be apply for one. However, there is only one non-income 
restricted unit available to each existing household that moved to the island prior to 2011. 

f. Hope shared that it was her understanding that the issue of the post-DDA residents being 
displaced was resolved a few years ago. Mr. Beck noted that the outcome of the 
conversation a few years ago was that the households that moved in prior to December 
2019 and met affordable housing criteria would be prioritized for new affordable 
housing. 

g. Hope Williams raised concerns regarding parking availability with only 23 parking spaces 
for 138 units and the removal of the laundry area from the units. Hope expressed that this 
would be creating an additional barrier for already low-income families. Robert Beck 
acknowledged that there will be limited parking in the building; however additional 
opportunities are being explored temporarily to provide some surface parking. Nabihah 
Azim noted that the Catholic Charities residents will have a shuttle service as well as 
transit passes; however, this could be considered for the other households.    

h. Barklee asked whether a neighbourhood permit for street parking would be available. Mr. 
Beck noted that there was no plan in place to accommodate on-street permits as an 
objective of the overall transportation plan was to encourage the use of transit instead of 
private automobiles. The condominiums and parking spaces are priced separately in the 
market-rate housing to prevent a resident from paying for parking they would not 
otherwise use and the parking will be constructed within the buildings to gauge the 
demands for this.  

i. Barklee asked whether there were any considerations towards providing a laundry mat 
either through a private or non-profit entity. Nabihah confirmed that there will be a 
central laundry room opening onto the courtyard of the building. 

j. Hope asked about the occupancy limit per bedroom. Nabihah Azim advised that this will be 
followed according to the local and state guidelines that are in place.   

k. Hope also raised concerns about the long-term impacts of the new development, noting 
that with the additional expenses coming on board with toll fees and limited services on 
the island, will make the situation inequitable for residents. Mr. Beck acknowledged 
Hope’s concerns and highlighted that there will be additional services provided on the 
island. 

          
IX. Treasure Island Museum Program Update  

a. Mike Hennahane noted that a re-assessment was done last fall to determine the best way to 
serve the community and began updating the CAB on the various activities in progress: 

i. A new exhibit was put in the gallery space. 
ii. There is a plan to increase the footprint of the gallery to provide additional content. 

iii. Refreshing the historical banners and adding new ones as well.  
iv. Sea level rise exhibit is online to be used in an educational setting.  
v. Collaboration underway with The One Treasure Island project  

vi. Involving island youth to create internship opportunities 
vii. The anniversary of the Golden Gate Expo to be held on February 19th   

viii. Little Island Big Idea Series 
ix. Swing Dance has been postponed until April 16th. Tickets will be discounted for 

island residents. 
x. Port Chicago Memorial on Yerba Buena Island  

b. Board comment: 
i. Joanne asked for further clarifications regarding filming on Treasure Island. 

ii. Suggestions were provided to look at doing an activity for Black History Month, 
Mega Black, or Dream Keeper initiative.   

iii. Tim Molinare suggested tying the February 15th event to a location where the 
actual explosion could have been visible from the island. Tim also asked whether 



any Native American place names were being considered for any of the features 
on the island. Robert Beck noted that they discussed this with the representative 
of the Ohlone Community but they were more interested in some of the projects 
to preserve the natural habitat on YBI; however, discussions will continue. 

iv. Jim Hancock asked when will Building One be opened to the public. Robert Beck 
confirmed that the building is open and the public does have access to the 
Museum at this point.    

  
X. Future Agenda Items Discussion  

a. CAB liaison report to connect TIDA Board to CAB discussions. Hope Williams noted that 
this should be a priority especially in light of all of the items that are coming up with the 
development and impact to the residents.  

b. Full presentation on funding with TIMMA. Robert Beck noted that an update is anticipated 
on the adopted Toll policies, next steps with the Transportation Program, Ferry study, and 
the Transit Pass design.  

c. Sewer Plant. Robert Beck noted that the PUC advertised the new plan for construction.  
d. Job Corp update  
e. Slow Streets.  

 
XI. Comments from Board Members  

a. Natalie Bonnewit reminded the Committee that the Treasure Island Community meeting is 
scheduled to be held on February 16th at 6 pm via Zoom.  

b. Hope Williams asked what was the status of the recruitment of additional CAB Members. 
Robert Beck noted that he will continue to work with the Mayor’s appointment staff and 
have discussions with the TIDA Board regarding the role of the CAB and how to best 
connect with the responsibilities of the TIDA Board. Mr. Beck stated that he will be 
following up on the appointments if any.  

c. Barklee Sanders asked what was the timeline for the appointment of a Board member. 
Robert Beck noted that he did not have an exact timeline. 

d. Jim Hancock asked what is the current medium used to make a Call for CAB members. 
Robert Beck stated that the process starts with the Mayor’s and Supervisor’s Office and 
he will be reaching out to discuss the role and future of the CAB regarding the 
appointments.  Tim Molinare suggested bringing the matter to Supervisor Haney’s 
attention.  
 

XII. Public Comment 
a. Byron requested an agenda item to discuss the long-term interest of the development of 

San Francisco.  
 

XIII. Adjourn 
a. Without objection, the CAB voted to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 

7.43 pm. 
 

 
 


