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Member, Board of Supervisors 
District 9 

 
 

HILLARY RONEN 

 
 
 
City and County of San Francisco 

August 1, 2018 

Barbara Carr and Members of the Ballot Simplification Committee 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
City Hall, Room 48 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Via email to: publications@sfgov.org 

  

Re:      Our City Our Home Homeless Tax Measure  (November, 2018) 

Dear Chair Carr and Members of the Ballot Simplification Committee:  

Thank you again  for your hard and thoughtful work ensuring that voters have easily digestible 
and representative language to help with the very important privilege of casting a vote. 

The latest version of the digest has wonderful modifications.  However, I respectfully request 
one critical change to the “If you vote YES” section 

We are deeply concerned that in reading this section voters will be misled into thinking that 
their local mom and pop shops would be impacted by this measure.  It is of upmost importance 
that voters are aware that only the top business earnings are taxed.  We believe this must be 
included in this section. 

 

Current Language: 

A "YES" Vote Means: If you vote “yes,” you want to impose additional business taxes to create a fund to 
support services for homeless people and prevent homelessness.  

Proposed Language: 

A "YES" Vote Means: If you vote “yes,” you want to impose additional business taxes on companies 
making more than $50 million or $1 billion depending on type, to create a fund to support services for 
homeless people and prevent homelessness.  

We would prefer to have the tier floor identified in the language and there is precedence for this.  
Attached is the image from the voter handbook of the real estate transfer tax, which similarly 
targeted high end tax brackets, in that case the sale of high priced real estate. However, if this 
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language is not acceptable to you, we suggest an alternative compromise with less specific 
language, but that still notifies voters of this key information related to the measure.   

Alternative Proposed Language: 

A "YES" Vote Means: If you vote “yes,” you want to impose additional business taxes on companies 
with the highest gross receipts to create a fund to support services for homeless people and prevent 
homelessness.  

  

Thank you again for your consideration.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
my office at 415-554-5144. 

 

 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
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