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Water and Environment Plan

San Francisco owns the Hetch Hetchy Water System ("Water System"), which provides water to
about 2.5 million people in San Francisco and neighboring areas. Water System reservoirs
collect snowmelt and rainfall from the Tuolumne River and Bay Area watersheds for use
throughout the year. The San Francisco Public Utilities Commission ("PUC") manages the.
Water System. ‘

San Francisco's largest reservoir is in Hetch Hetchy Valley, located in Yosemite National Park.
The federal government authorized San Francisco to create the reservoir by building a dam on
the Tuolumne River in 1923. Approximately 85% of San Francisco's water comes from the
Hetch Hetchy Reservoir, which also gencrates hydroelectric power for City agencies. The
remaining water comes from reservoirs in Alameda County and Peninsula watersheds. San
Francisco does not filter Hetch Hetchy water but treats it and tests it over 100,000 times
annually. :

San Francisco is currently undertaking a $4.6 billion project to improve the Water Systern and
develop additional groundwater, conservation, and reclaimed water supplies. Voters specifically
authorized water revenue bonds of up to $1.6 billion for these improvements.

San Francisco discharges treated stormwater to the Bay and Ocean under a federal permit.

The proposed ordinance would require the City to prepare a two-phase plan that would identify
alternative water sources and evaluate how to end using the Hetch Hetchy Reservoir.

The first phase of the plan would identify:
¢ additional local water sources, including increased groundwater, water recycling, storm
- water harvesting, gray water systems, conservation measures, and expanded water
treatment capacity to accommodate filtration of all drinking water;
¢ additional water supply options, including storage, purchase, and conservation; and
e alternative renewable energy sources,

The second phase of the plan would evaluate how to:
improve flows on the lower Tuolumne River, :
decrease stormwater discharge into the Bay and the Ocean; and
» eond using Hetch Hetchy Valley as a reservoir so it could be restored as part of Yosemite
National Park,

The plan would include timelines to implement the first phase by 2025 and the second pﬁ:aserl\)y
: WS
2035. | S
The measure would create a task force to oversee development of the plan ("Task Fo'rceg‘. The
Task Force would have five members: the PUC General Manager, the General Managerzof t
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Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency, and three experts appointed by the Bpardsof :: ff

Supervisors. The Task Force would select and manage consultants to develop the plan.” - e
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The hleasure would require the Task Force to complete the plan by November 1, 2015,§nd7
require the Board of Supervisors to hold a hearing by January 31, 2016, to consider pro?osig a
Charter Amendment to implement the plan, ' 5

The measure would appropriate any available City funds to pay for the Plan, with a maximum
appropriation of 0.5% of funds voters previously authorized for the current Water System
improvement project (approximately $8 million).

niethics\as201 2\07004681007608 1 4.docx

oy
(2l
3

[






