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Fast Track 
Design-Build 
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December 2, 2024 

 
Paris Cotz 
Program Associate, Special Initiatives & Civic Design 
San Francisco Arts Commission 
 

Re:  SEP 7 OEM: Operations, Engineering, and Maintenance (OEM) Buildings 
 CDR Phase 2 Design Statement 

 
ARCHITECTURE 
This project includes two new Operations, Engineering and Maintenance (OEM) buildings located at the 
SFPUC’s Southeast Plan (SEP). The buildings are for SEP employees only with no public access. The smaller 
Mechanical Maintenance (MM) shop building is located at the corner of Phelps Street and Jerrold Avenue, 
best suited to the scale of the adjacent mixed residential and industrial neighborhood along Phelps Street. 
The adjacent larger Operations, Engineering, & Maintenance (OEM) building is located on Jerrold Avenue with 
shops on the ground floor, locker rooms on the second, and engineering offices on the third.  
 
The southwest facing Jerrold Avenue and northwest facing façades are partially glazed, to provide views from 
inside the building to campus and surrounding neighborhood, so solar shading will be required. The design 
team has explored the use of folded metal panel walls along with vertical fins to control solar heat gain and 
glare. The folded metal panel walls and fins are designed as an abstracted expression of water movement. 

Features of Design Development include: 
o Create campus gateway at Jerrold’s mid-block main entrance into Southeast Treatment Plant. 
o Create a campus hub by providing campus-wide break room, wellness room, and conference 

spaces to activate synergy between employees from different working groups.  
o Reinforce city street character by building to the street edge along Jerrold Avenue and 

Phelps Street, while retaining campus security with the design and location of fenestration 
and openings.  

o Draw from campus-wide material palette established in previous submissions. 

LANDSCAPE 
The site plan proposes a functional ‘Shared Street’ concept that accommodates operational requirements, 
equipment/utility’s needs, and lay-down areas adjacent to the newly proposed Operations, Engineering & 
Maintenance and Mechanical Maintenance buildings.  An important goal of the site design is to provide safe 
pedestrian circulation by separating vehicular access from pedestrian pathways using plantings and 
hardscape materials that help delineate pedestrian circulation.  The site design accommodates a courtyard 
space outside the Lobby and Break Room to provide an exterior space for employees to gather and 
congregate. The planting palette incorporates scented species and a garden with plants that will bloom at 
different times of the year. 
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