
Mike Ritch, mike.ritch.art@gmail.com, 415-846-4348

 

www.mikeritch.com

Instagram: @mikeritch

Facebook: @mikeritch

 

 

Education

 

San Francisco Art Institute 
BFA - Painting  
2003

SFAI Merit Scholarship 
 
École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts  
Paris, France 
 2002 
 
USC

BA - Experimental Psychology  
 2000  
 

Public Art Commissions


2024

Merced Extension Triangle Retaining Wall

D7 Participatory Budgeting Grant working with METNA


West Portal / St Francis Circle Utility Box Murals

Avenue Greenlight working with the West Portal Merchant’s Association, SFMTA, Friends of 
Lakeside Village, and SF Parks Alliance

 

2023-2024

Utility Box Murals

District 7 Special Projects Grant working with the Friends of Lakeside Village, the Ocean 
Avenue Association, and the Youth Art Exchange

 

SFMTA Bus Shelter Mural

District 7 Participatory Budgeting Grant working with SFMTA, Friends of Lakeside Village, and 
the SF Historical Society. Painted with the assistance of community volunteers to wrap a 
working bus stop in colorful murals of the Farallon Islands

 

2022

Blue Whale

Commissioned by the District 7 Supervisor and the San Francisco Arts Commission. Worked 
closely with the Lakeside Medical Building owners, SF Railway, and SFMTA

 

2021

Box Shop Mural

Commissioned by the Box Shop and SomArts to paint a mural on a shipping container at this 
artist’s studios/event space in Hunter’s Point.

 

Living Flowers




Funded through a Participatory Budgeting Grant. I worked closely with the flower shop owners, 
the building owner, SF Railway, and assistants to complete this mural safely and efficiently 
along this busy section of M-line train track

 

2020

Lakeside Landing Ground Mural

Commissioned by the San Francisco Park’s Alliance and District 7 to design and paint this 75 ft 
octopus on a repurposed parking lot helping to convert this park into a public park and outdoor 
event hub

 

2019

Sea Lion Sculpture

Commissioned by the Aquarium of the Bay I wrapped a life sized fiberglass sculpture with a 
mural promoting ocean conservation. The sculpture currently greets visitors at the entrance to 
the Aquarium of the Bay at Pier 39

 

 

Group Exhibitions


“Future Tense”

Drawing Room Annex, SF

Oct 2024


“Unbound Figures”

Gallery O Rama

Sept 2024


“Home”

Drawing Room Annex, SF

Jan 2024

 

“Nature vs Machine”

Gallery O Rama, SF

Jan 2024

 

“Refusés of the Bay”

Voss Gallery, SF

Sept 2023

 

“Salon des Refusés”

Four Chicken Gallery, SF

Aug 2023

 

Open Studios

Project Artaud, SF

May 2023

 

Artwalk SF – Open Studios

Jean Henry School of Art, SF

April 2023

 

“More is More”

Hot House Gallery, SF

March 2023
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March 29, 2024


Glenn Rogers, RLA

Alder Landscape Architecture 
3425 Alemany Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94132

408 838 9308


Craig Corpora

San Francisco Arts Commission 
craig.corpora@sfgov.org


Dear Craig,


I met Mike Ritch and I immediately believed he would be the right 
artist for our mural.  He was enthusiastic and excited about this 
project and made numerous suggestions about how it might be done 
both quickly and properly.  I, as one of the members of Merced 
Extension Triangle Neighborhood Association (METNA), endorse him 
wholeheartedly and cannot wait to get start on this project.


We ask for you approval of this mural.  Let me know if you have any 
questions.


Thank you,


Glenn Rogers, RLA

Landscape Architect

License 32213

Web site:	 alderlandscapearchitecture.com


mailto:craig.corpora@sfgov.org


April 5, 2024

Eric Bergquist

233 Chester Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94132

415 939 2377

Craig Corpora

San Francisco Arts Commission

craig.corpora@sfgov.org

Dear Craig- 

We are glad to see this much needed mural moving forward with 
the Head Street stairs. As a member of the executive board of the 
Merced Extension Triangle Association I recommend working with 
Mike Ritch. He is has a solid body of work and a credible history 
here in San Francisco. I especially like his tunas along the MUNI 
tracks at Ocean Avenue. I’m sure he can do a competent and 
timely job.

Thanks for the work you do for the people of San Francisco.

Yours, 

Eric Bergquist

https://www.google.com/maps/search/233+Chester+Avenue+San+Francisco,+CA+94132?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/233+Chester+Avenue+San+Francisco,+CA+94132?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:craig.corpora@sfgov.org




To whom it may concern:
A look at artist Mike Ritch's art work shows a variety of wall 
murals, that would
look nice on the Head Street Wall, at Alemany Blvd.
I am in support of artist Mike Ritch working on the Head Street 
Wall Art Project.
I look forward to working with Glenn Rogers and  Mike Ritch, 
seeing preliminary drawings of what is envisioned for the project.
-Marc Christensen, president
Merced Extension Triangle Neighborhood Association



 

 

May 17, 2024 

 

San Francisco Arts Commission 
401 Van Ness Avenue, Ste. 325 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 

 

San Francisco Arts Commission: 

 

I am writing to express support for the proposed mural on the Head Street retaining wall, 
located at Head Street Stairs’ intersection with Alemany Boulevard.   

While we have not seen a final design for the proposed art, Public Works is supportive of the 
idea of public art on City-owned property as art contributes to the cultural currency of our 
neighborhoods around the city. 

The department pledges to support this mural project, providing guidance through permitting 
processes and helping ensure long-term care and stewardship. 

We look forward to this mural idea becoming a reality for all to enjoy in the years to come. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Ramses Alvarez 

Manager, Community Engagement 

 

 

attachments 
lrh 



Head St Retaining Wall (drawn red line parallel to Alemany Blvd.) 

 

 

 

Image of Head St. Retaining Wall from Alemany Blvd. 

 



Hello:

I consent to the mural painting on the the green retaining wall on 
Alemany Blvd. Closest cross street is Head St. I lived on the 
house above the retaining wall.

Kind regards,
Sandra











Maintenance Plan


Mike Ritch will cover the mural with an anti-graffiti varnish generously provided by DPW to help 
protect the mural. METNA is ultimately responsible for cleaning and general maintenance, but 
the artist has agreed to work with METNA for at least one year at a reasonable hourly rate with 
reimbursement for materials if actual repainting is necessary.







Mural Design Information Form

LEAD ARTIST

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP CODE

EMAIL PHONE

PROJECT 
COORDINATOR

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP CODE

EMAIL PHONE

SPONSORING 
ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP CODE

EMAIL PHONE

FUNDING SOURCES

PROPOSED SITE 
(address, cross 
street )

DISTRICT 

District numbers can be found at http://sfgov.org/elections/district-citywide-maps
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MURAL TITLE 

DIMENSIONS 

ESTIMATED 
SCHEDULE (start and 
completion dates)

1. Proposal (describe
proposed design, site
and theme. Attach a
separate document if
needed).

2. Materials and
processes to be used
for wall preparation,
mural creation and
anti-graffiti treatment.

3. List individuals and
groups involved in the
mural design,
preparation and
implementation.

Attach the following documents to this form:  

�� Lead artist's resume/qualifications and examples of previous work
�� Three (3) letters of community support
�� Letter or resolution approving proposal from city department or;
�� Letter of approval from private property owner along with Property Owner Authorization Form
�� Signed Artist Waiver of Property Rights for artwork placed upon city property or;
�� Signed Artist Waiver of Proprietary Rights financed in whole or in part by city funds for artwork
placed upon private property
�� Maintenance Plan (including parties responsible for maintenance)
�� Color image of design
�� One image of the proposed site and indicate mural dimensions


�3OHDVH�QRWH��DOO�WKH�GRFXPHQWV�DERYH�PXVW�EH�FRPELQHG�LQWR�RQH�SGI�SDFNHW�WKDW�LV�
XQGHU���PE�


	LEAD ARTIST_Qxuvnp97LoQLjyC4lod8Xw: Mike Ritch
	ADDRESS_52KqTYnD34SMGdv-Pf-1eg: 2640 Ocean Avenue
	CITY_N9*a5*a2N2Bg-1FXAGAT*w: San Francisco
	STATE_TxeS3WiJbkMg-y3mjPRbVg: CA
	ZIP CODE_1kPaszCObDpFUv8H3MYJcA: 94132
	EMAIL_GMwGgl7PDHDFA66UKSTpEA: mike.ritch.art@gmail.com
	PHONE_1icc29fIKmZzGkqEH0X2hA: 4158464348
	PROJECT COORDINATOR_QWNQRbrPTWXr5VinzVLimg: Mike Ritch
	ADDRESS_rFqSstcJrMwybnhsuiDh1Q: 2640 Ocean Avenue
	CITY_2zkTmlEDDwRxJlVnDihuXA: San Francisco
	STATE_rgDho8kGTUqzhiOxTrcoNA: CA
	ZIP CODE_NMDtWyGF0JZgO*lZpJTO6g: 94132
	EMAIL _MMxD3lBo0KpgrzgcBWcWcQ: mike.ritch.art@gmail.com
	PHONE_JzLQB-05fNSqRz15uHylJQ: 4158464348
	SPONSORING ORGANIZATION_YCOOBJ1xg4uZYM1buXoZdg: District 7 Supervisor
	ADDRESS_B3dcw*Dm9zyYtKQn9gW*pw: 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 260
	CITY_dCcUCafVvTNlOqyT935AVg: San Francisco
	STATE_EGn4re-8p7CTCqAHwZTKGw: CA
	ZIP CODE_YWcPYkevMHbrUBnta*mdzw: 
	EMAIL_vZjTydTvZmv-VjGDheN8Qg: myrna.melgar@sfgov.org
	PHONE_nQWn8z0FITn*mDMgqbOaCQ: 4155546519
	FUNDING SOURCES_8ZqmaTBc4zG0XQC-4QlzWw: Participatory Budgeting
	PROPOSED SITE (address, cross _9xxCTo1MAbuqBEDMZ49hXw: 218 Head Street (at Head Street stairs and Alemany)
	DISTRICT _8n*JJMr1cd2KS2*H6DHxQQ: 7
	MURAL TITLE _MggG21s-J47pWw5HEjfIXQ: “Urban Wilderness: San Francisco’s Native Ecosystem”
	DIMENSIONS _jkheAl6QfQAPNvd4zQNnfA: 10 x 175ft
	ESTIMATED SCHEDULE (start and _-9JkNjoY0fCXSWYvPn5oOA: October 2024 by end January 2025
	_1_ Proposal (describe propose_CUQ0tFpWPEJsl5ti0mj-PA: “Urban Wilderness” highlights plants and animals native to San Francisco. The upbeat, colorful design will help create a sense of place to the Merced Extension Triangle neighborhood in District 7. The front will be a panoramic view of a forested San Francisco landscape in the daytime and inside the lower section of the stairs the mural will show a nighttime scene with nocturnal animals.
	_2_ Materials and processes to_7GaWmsrcLW*M5zGauJETtw: The peeling and bubbling preexisting paint will be scraped off and sanded down at its edges. DPW will pressure wash the entire surface to rid it of dirt and debris. Multiple layers of water based primer will be used to seal the surface. The mural will be painted with high quality exterior house paint and uv protective acrylic mural paints. Once completed the mural will be sealed with an anti-graffiti varnish.
	_3_ List individuals and group_BI38z2YaZObsZkfUwsLDuQ: Artist, Mike Ritch, was selected due to the success of his existing murals found throughout District 7. The artist worked closely with neighbors, the Private Property owner, and the President of the Merced Extension Triangle Neighborhood Association to develop a suitable design within the theme. Revisions were made after feedback from the community. The artist intends to hold at least one Community Paint Day to directly involve the public in the early stages of creating this mural.
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