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Public Health Laboratory Networks 
PHL is the link for SF to the 
broader public health lab 
networks which helps our 
work/mission to keep San 
Franciscans safe. 



National Laboratory Response Network 7

National Emergency 
Laboratory Response 
testing is divided into three 
areas, presently PHL is at 
Sentinel level



California Laboratory Response Network 8

California Emergency 
Laboratory Response 
testing is divided into 12 
catchment areas, PHL is 
under CDPH.



Looming Outbreak: Two chickens in SF tested 
positive for H5N1 avian flu in May 2024

9
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Resources Ready



PHL Laboratory Staffing

11



Diverse Equipment for Testing 12

Mpox

Allows 
Redundancy, 
flexibility and 
Scaling up.



Maintaining a State of Readiness
13

Reemerging diseases:

Presently testing at lower  
volumes but ready to 
scale up if need be. 

Mpox



Mpox Fourplex PCR shared with PHLs in USA 14

Shared Lab 
Developed 
Test (LDT) 
with 18 other 
PHLs around 
the country



Electronic Data Exchange
15

California   
Public Health 
Laboratories 

VRDL & MDL 
Laboratories

ETOR

PHLIP
eCW

HL7

Faster data delivery to all 
our partners electronically. 



PHL Continuation of Operations (COOP)
16

Alameda County Public Health Lab 

VRDL & MDL 
Laboratories

ETOR

San Mateo County Public Health Lab 

If there is an earthquake, fire or 
flooding and building is not safe, 
PHL would be temporarily closed, 
testing will need to be rerouted to 
partners. 



Future Home of PHL with BSL3 by July 25 17

Biosafety levels (BSL) dictate the types of work practices 
allowed to take place in a lab setting; they influence the 
overall design of a facility and the type of specialized 
safety equipment in it.

New LabBSL3 View



ZSFGH Building 5 PHL Construction in progress
18
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THANK YOU!
Godfred.masinde@sfdph.org | 415-554-
2685 |
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