
 
BOARD OF APPEALS, CITY & COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

 
Appeal of           Appeal No. 23-052 
ANTHONY DINTCHO and DEMETRIUS DINTCHO, ) 
                                                                     Appellant(s) )  
 ) 
vs. )    
 ) 
SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC WORKS                                         ) 
BUREAU OF URBAN FORESTRY,  ) 
 Respondent  
 
 

NOTICE OF APPEAL 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT on November 3, 2023, the above named appellant(s) filed an appeal with the Board 
of Appeals of the City and County of San Francisco from the decision or order of the above named department(s), 
commission, or officer.  
 
The substance or effect of the decision or order appealed from is the ISSUANCE on November 3, 2023, of a Public 
Works Order (Denial of an application to remove one street tree from the subject property; the property owner applied 
to remove the tree because of interference with PG&E underground utility lines; the structure of the tree and its vigor are 
in fair condition) at 1208 Stanyan Street. 
 
ORDER NO. 208818 
 
FOR HEARING ON December 6, 2023 
 
 
 
Address of Appellant(s):                  Address of Other Parties:  

 
Anthony Dintcho and Demetrius Dintcho, Appellant(s) 
3136 Laguna Street 
San Francisco, CA 94123 
 

 
N/A 
 
 
 

 
 



      Date Filed: November 3, 2023 
 
CITY & COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO  
BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT FOR APPEAL NO. 23-052     
 
I / We, Anthony Dintcho and Demetrius Dintcho, hereby appeal the following departmental action: ISSUANCE of 

Public Works Order No. 208818 (denial of a tree removal application) by the San Francisco Public Works, B 

which was issued or became effective on: November 3, 2023, for the property located at: 1208 Stanyan Street.  
 

BRIEFING SCHEDULE:  
 
Appellants’ Brief is due on or before:  4:30 p.m. on November 16, 2023, (no later than three Thursdays prior to 
the hearing date). The brief may be up to 12 pages in length with unlimited exhibits.  It shall be double-spaced with 
a minimum 12-point font.  An electronic copy shall be emailed to: boardofappeals@sfgov.org, 
julie.rosenberg@sfgov.org, and chris.buck@sfdpw.org. 
 
Respondent's and Other Parties' Briefs are due on or before: 4:30 p.m. on November 30, 2023, (no later than one 
Thursday prior to hearing date).  The brief may be up to 12 pages in length with unlimited exhibits.  It shall be 
doubled-spaced with a minimum 12-point font.  An electronic copy shall be emailed to: boardofappeals@sfgov.org, 
julie.rosenberg@sfgov.org, drdintcho@aol.com and dintcho@aol.com. 
 
Hard copies of the briefs do NOT need to be submitted to the Board Office or to the other parties. 
 
Hearing Date: Wednesday, December 6, 2023, 5:00 p.m., Room 416 San Francisco City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. 
Goodlett Place.  The parties may also attend remotely via Zoom.  Information for access to the hearing will be 
provided before the hearing date. 
 
All parties to this appeal must adhere to the briefing schedule above, however if the hearing date is changed, the 
briefing schedule MAY also be changed. Written notice will be provided of any changes to the briefing schedule.  
 
In order to have their documents sent to the Board members prior to hearing, members of the public should email 
all documents of support/opposition no later than one Thursday prior to hearing date by 4:30 p.m. to 
boardofappeals@sfgov.org.  Please note that names and contact information included in submittals from members 
of the public will become part of the public record. Submittals from members of the public may be made 
anonymously.  
 
Please note that in addition to the parties' briefs, any materials that the Board receives relevant to this appeal, 
including letters of support/opposition from members of the public, are distributed to Board members prior to hearing. 
All such materials are available for inspection on the Board’s website at www.sfgov.org/boa. You may also request a 
hard copy of the hearing materials that are provided to Board members at a cost of 10 cents per page, per S.F. 
Admin. Code Ch. 67.28.  
 
 
The reasons for this appeal are as follows:  
 
See attachment to the preliminary Statement of Appeal. 
 

Appellant or Agent: 
 

Signature: Via Email 
 

Print Name: Stephanie Dintcho, agent for appellant 

mailto:boardofappeals@sfgov.org
mailto:julie.rosenberg@sfgov.org
mailto:boardofappeals@sfgov.org
mailto:julie.rosenberg@sfgov.org
mailto:drdintcho@aol.com
mailto:boardofappeals@sfgov.org
http://www.sfgov.org/boa








  

         BRIEF SUBMITTED BY THE APPELLANT(S) 





































 BRIEF(S) SUBMITTED BY RESPONDENT DEPARTMENT(S)  
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November 30, 2023 
 
Appeal No. 23-052 / (1208 Stanyan St.) 

Tree removal permit no. 793028 / Public Works Hearing Order No. 208818 

Department’s Brief 

RE: Removal of one (1) Londone planetree (Platanus X. Hispanica) with replacement 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

President Swig and Commissioners: 

 After reviewing the appellant’s brief which appealed our Department’s decision 

to deny their request to remove one (1) street tree from the public right of way, Public 

Works will consider supporting the appeal on the condition that the property owner plant 

one (1) 36” box size replacement tree. 

 The subject tree is a London planetree (Platanus X. Hispanica) maintained by 

Public Works and is considered a street tree located within the public right-of-way. The reason 

the property owner seeks the removal of the tree is that there is a conflict with the proposed 

location of a below-ground electrical vault which will need to be installed to provide power to 

the property.  

 This tree removal application is a little unusual in that the reason for removal is 

not due to the construction of a new garage and curb cut, but due to the elimination of a 

garage and curb cut. The property has been converted from a 3-bedroom home into two 



2 
 

townhouses. After review of the site constraints PG&E believes the proposed location is the 

only location that will their meet their established regulatory guidelines. 

 The structure of the tree and the condition of the canopy/leaves, are fair. The tree 

had been pollarded for many years (a type of tree pruning, similar to trees in the plaza across 

from City Hall and along California St and the Bandshell area of Golden Gate Park), but then 

allowed to grow without much maintenance or shaping. The locations of the former pollarding 

pruning cuts are visible, and multiple new stems have formed from these old pruning cuts. The 

new stems that have formed will become less stable over time, and be prone to eventual 

branch failure, as multiple stems originate from a single, stubbed topping cut made long ago. 

These new stems compete with each other, and are formed based on epicormic branching 

(i.e., superficially attached/formed). Because from the old topping cuts will also spread and 

weaken the branch unions. 

 Public Works has confirmed that there is room to plant the required replacement 

tree to the uphill side of the exist tree, between the water line and the sewer lateral. We need 

five (5) ft. of clearance from the sewer lateral, and three (3) ft. of clearance from the water 

line. Measured on-center, these spacing guidelines can be achieved.  

 A landscape appraisal was conducted of the subject tree and due to the structural 

concerns outlined above, the landscape appraisal of the tree is not greater than the average 

cost to purchase, plant and establish a 36” box size replacement tree.  

 Based on confirmation from PG&E that they have carefully reviewed the 

placement options on site, and the fact that the required replacement tree will be able to be 

planted adjacent to the same property, Public Works will support the applicant’s appeal on 
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the condition that the property owner plant a 36” box size replacement tree, with the species 

to be reviewed by Urban Forestry staff. 

 In their brief, the property owner (appellant) explained why a representative was 

not present at the Public Works hearing, and provided the additional information about the 

site and utility placement considerations, which was absent from our review of the application 

at our hearing. 

 Long term, this new replacement location will serve to create greater spacing from 

the downhill tree adjacent to the neighbor’s property. At present, both trees have canopies 

that are competing with each other and the tree in better health, downhill, is performing 

better. 

 Based on our review of the applicant’s brief, the confirmation that all options were 

considered with regard to the placement of the electric utility vault within the public right-of-

way, and that the subject tree, a 16” inch London planetree, though mature and providing 

greater benefits than a younger tree will provide, is not in great condition, Public Works will 

support the appeal on the condition that the property owner plant and establish a 36” box 

size replacement tree. The typical replacement street tree size is a 15-gal or 24” box size tree; 

the cost to plant and establish a 36” box size replacement is greater than the appraised value 

of the subject tree.  

 Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 
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Respectfully 

 

Chris Buck 

Urban Forester 

 

 

 

Enclosures: 

• Photos of subject tree and site 

• Landscape appraisal  

• Tree evaluation sheet/tree assessment form by staff 

• Copy of resulting Public Works Order No. 208818 
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November 30, 2023 (after driveway/garage was eliminated) 
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Google Street View (2017) 

 

 

Proposed location of the 36” box size replacement tree 
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Replacement tree location, outlined in green below: 
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Location of old pruning/pollarding cuts  
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Canopy misshapen from competition of larger, established tree and impacted by prevailing winds. 
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Copy of Landscape Appraisal: $3,000.00 

16” diameter London planetree (Platanus X. Hispanica) 
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Tree evaluation sheet from tree database: 

1208 Stanyan St., Tree 1 of 1. Tree Asset ID 238687 
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                  PUBLIC COMMENT 



From: Barbara Traisman
To: BoardofAppeals (PAB)
Subject: support for removal of tree at 1208 Stanyan St.
Date: Monday, November 20, 2023 9:27:39 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

To whom it may concern:

I’m writing to express my strong support for the appeal to remove the street tree at 1208 Stanyan Street.

The tree has been so neglected for so long that it’s never going to be a healthy, attractive tree again. In addition to
being unsightly, it’s infested with lichens and Spanish Moss, and has been weakened to the degree that branches
ranging in size regularly fall off. Several of the main branches have already broken off. If the tree is not removed,
there’s a risk that one of these days it will be another main branch that breaks off and causes serious damage to a car
or a passerby.

With these concerns in mind, I hereby state my support for removal of the tree.

Very truly yours,

Barbara Traisman
Owner, 1204–1206 Stanyan Street, San Francisco

mailto:btraisman@gmail.com
mailto:boardofappeals@sfgov.org


From: Sharon Doyle
To: BoardofAppeals (PAB)
Subject: Tree Removal 1208 Stanyan Street
Date: Saturday, November 25, 2023 1:50:09 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

As a resident of 1207 I support the removal of the diseased tree.
Cars have been impacted by falling branches.
I have called 311 to remove hanging branches about to fall. It is a hazard.
Thank you for your attention.
Sharon Doyle
1207 Stanyan Street
San Francisco 94117

mailto:doylesharon@yahoo.com
mailto:boardofappeals@sfgov.org


 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: rondeannajones@comcast.net
To: BoardofAppeals (PAB)
Cc: Barbara Traisman
Subject: tree removal appeal # 23 - 052
Date: Sunday, November 26, 2023 12:00:43 PM

 

As a 50 year resident @ 1201 Stanyan with 3 trees in front of my home  - I approve
tree removal @ 1208 Stanyan street. This tree has not been maintained and needs to
be removed.  Thank you for considering this request.    Ron and Deanna Jones  1201
Stanyan street .  wwwronjonesswriter.com

mailto:rondeannajones@comcast.net
mailto:boardofappeals@sfgov.org
mailto:btraisman@gmail.com
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