
 

San Francisco Department of Public Health 
Grant Colfax, MD 
Director of Health 

 
 
 

City and County of San Francisco 
   London N. Breed 

      Mayor 
 

1 
 

Director’s Report for Health Commission Meeting of 
April 20, 2021 

 
A current overview of issues affecting the state of public health in San Francisco 

https://www.sfdph.org/dph/comupg/aboutdph/insideDept/dirRpts/default.asp 
 
Today, there are over 35,700 San Francisco residents with confirmed cases of COVID-19. And, 
sadly, a total of 517 San Franciscans have died. The San Francisco Department of Public Health 
(DPH) sends our condolences to their loved ones.  
 
SF Department of Public Health adopts new public health recommendations for fully 
vaccinated people  
On April 16, Director of Health Dr. Grant Colfax released the following statement after a decision 
by the state to adopt the CDC’s guidance on allowable behavior for fully vaccinated people. For the 
purposes of this guidance, people are considered fully vaccinated for COVID-19 two weeks after 
they have received the second dose in a two-dose series of Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna, or two 
weeks after they have received a single-dose of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. Currently, 
individuals 16 and older are eligible to get vaccinated in San Francisco.   
 
“We welcome the state’s decision to adopt the CDC’s guidance for gatherings, and we have updated 
our Health Order accordingly. We are now at a point in this pandemic where fully vaccinated San 
Franciscans can attend small indoor gatherings with other fully vaccinated friends and loved ones 
without wearing masks or physical distancing or with unvaccinated people from one household who 
are at low risk of severe illness from COVID-19.   
 
However, even vaccinated people may carry and transmit the disease, so it’s still very important that 
individuals consider the risk that exposure may have on those around them. For that reason, face 
coverings, physical distancing, handwashing and limiting indoor activities and gatherings with 
people outside one’s household remain as important as ever, especially with the increased 
prevalence of more contagious variants in San Francisco. Per the state’s guidance, when visiting 
with unvaccinated individuals at high risk for severe COVID-19 disease, vaccinated people should 
continue to wear masks and practice physical distancing.  
 
We hope this news offers further incentive for people to get vaccinated as soon as possible. We want 
to thank everyone for their ongoing cooperation and compliance with the state’s guidance. Our 
City’s commitment to following the health guidelines has resulted in the lowest death rate from 
COVID-19 of any major city in the country. With more people getting vaccinated every day, the 
light at the end of the tunnel is getting closer. We just need everyone to hang in there and keep up 
the good work.”  
 
The San Francisco Department of Public Health’s updated Health Order can be found here. 
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CDPH Updated Guidance for Gathering  
• Guidance for Gatherings – Applies to private gatherings – social situations that bring 

together people from different households at the same time in a single space. Notably, 
attendance for gatherings is based on county tier status for the Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy, unless local health departments have more restrictive measures.          

• Guidance for the Fully Vaccinated – Provides guidelines for people two weeks after full 
vaccination. This includes:  
 - Spending time with other fully vaccinated people, including indoors, without wearing 
masks or physical distancing.  
 - Spending time with unvaccinated people from a single household who are at low risk for 
severe COVID-19 disease indoors without wearing masks or physical distancing. 

  
SF expands network of neighborhood COVID-19 vaccine sites as part of equity strategy   
  
The goal of San Francisco’s vaccination strategy is to make receiving the vaccine as convenient, 
comfortable and low-barrier for as many people as possible, particularly in those neighborhoods 
disproportionately affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
New 18th Street and Shotwell neighborhood vaccination site 
On April 15, Mayor London N. Breed and City officials announced San Francisco’s fourth 
neighborhood COVID-19 vaccine site. Located at the Local 261 Union building at 3271 18th Street 
in the Mission District and operated in partnership with the Latino Task Force, the new Mission site 
is one of three neighborhood sites opening in the next several weeks as the City augments efforts to 
ensure that highly impacted neighborhoods have equitable access to the vaccine.    
 
The new Mission vaccine site at 18th Street and Shotwell follows the successful launch of the City’s 
first neighborhood site at 24th and Capp. The site at 24th and Capp was created in February in 
partnership with UCSF and the Latino Task Force and has vaccinated over 10,000 predominately 
Latino and Mission residents since opening. The new site is planned to be open Thursdays through 
Saturdays from 11:00am to 6:00pm. The site will serve people 16 and older who live in priority zip 
codes and will have an initial capacity of 200 doses per day.    
 
Given that supply of the vaccine remains extremely limited, the 18th and Shotwell site is by 
appointment only with limited drop-in availability. Members of the public can sign up for an 
appointment in person at the 18th and Shotwell site as well as the Mission testing site at 24th and 
Mission, Wednesday – Sunday, 9am-2pm; at Unidos en Salud at 24th and Capp, Sunday-
Wednesday, 9am-2pm; and at the Mission Hub at 701 Alabama Street on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays from 10:00am to 3:00pm. Residents and workers of the priority zip codes 
94124, 94134, 94112, 94110, 94107, 94102, 94103, and 94130 can also 
email LatinoTaskForceSF@gmail.com with any questions.   
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The 18th and Shotwell site is located within walking distance from the 16th Street BART station and 
Muni bus lines, to ensure that it is accessible and convenient for people that it will serve. Muni and 
Paratransit are free for anyone traveling to and from COVID-19 vaccine appointments. The SFMTA 
is also providing additional access to taxi service for those using the Essential Trip Card. 
Information can be found at sfmta.com/COVID and sfmta.com/Paratransit.    
 
New Excelsior District neighborhood vaccination site 
On April 7, Mayor London N. Breed, Supervisor Ahsha Safaí, DPH, and community partners 
Excelsior Strong and Latino Task Force, announced the opening of a new neighborhood COVID-19 
vaccine site in the Excelsior District, at 20 Norton Street.   
  
The new site in the Excelsior is planned to operate Wednesday through Saturday, from 9:30am-
3:30pm on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays and 12pm-6pm on Fridays. The site will have an 
initial capacity of 150 doses per day. Given that supply of the vaccine remains extremely limited, the 
Excelsior site is by appointment only with limited drop-in availability. Excelsior neighborhood 
residents and workers can call Excelsior Strong/Latino Task Force at (415) 562-8638 to schedule an 
appointment.   
  
The Excelsior site, located on a San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) parking 
lot, has the additional benefit of being adjacent to Mission Street, which has numerous Muni bus 
lines, and walking distance from Balboa Park BART station, ensuring that it is accessible and 
convenient for people that it will serve. Muni and Paratransit are free for anyone traveling to and 
from COVID-19 vaccine appointments. The SFMTA is also providing additional access to taxi 
service for those using the Essential Trip Card. Information can be found at sfmta.com/COVID and 
sfmta.com/Paratransit.  
 
Neighborhood vaccine access sites established with community partners, such as this new Mission 
site and the future ones in Visitacion Valley and Lakeview/OMI, are one critical piece of a larger 
network of vaccine distribution that also includes high-volume vaccination sites, community clinics, 
pharmacy partnerships, and mobile vaccination teams. In addition to the 18th and Shotwell site and 
the new Excelsior site the City continues to locate vaccine resources in neighborhoods that have 
disproportionally carried the burden of COVID-19 and has created neighborhood vaccine access 
sites in the Mission (24th and Capp), and Bayview (1800 Oakdale). 
Additionally, the City has expanded mobile vaccine teams to the Tenderloin, Visitacion Valley, 
Treasure Island, Chinatown and other neighborhoods with the highest infection rates for COVID-19 
and limited access to health care services.  
  
San Francisco’s COVID-19 vaccine dashboard shows that the City’s focus on racial equity in 
vaccine distribution has been successful. A higher proportion of the DPH-administered vaccinations 
have gone to people of color than the total citywide vaccinations. For example, the Latino 
population represents 14% percent of the City’s vaccine eligible population and has received more 
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than 26% of DPH’s vaccinations. The dashboard also shows that the top three neighborhoods 
receiving the largest amount of DPH-controlled vaccines are the Bayview, Mission and Excelsior.     
 
Insufficient vaccine supply remains the single biggest factor limiting the City’s vaccination effort. 
Newly eligible people age 16 and over should visit SF.gov/getvaccinated to learn about options for 
receiving the vaccine and to find links to book appointments at different vaccination sites. Because 
supply remains extremely limited while eligibility is expanding, it may take a number of weeks to 
find an available appointment. Eligible individuals should continue to be patient, should keep 
checking the website, and should accept the first vaccine that is offered, with the exception of people 
16 and 17 years old, for whom Pfizer is currently the only approved vaccine.   
 
Neighborhood Site Information and Appointments   

• Excelsior – Excelsior residents 18 and over can get vaccinated at the new Excelsior 
neighborhood vaccine site, located at 20 Norton Street. Operating hours are Wednesday through 
Saturday, from 9:30am-3:30pm on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays and 12 pm-6pm on 
Fridays. The site has an initial capacity of 150 doses per day. Given that supply of the vaccine 
remains extremely limited, the Excelsior site is by appointment with limited drop-in availability. 
Excelsior neighborhood residents and workers can call Excelsior Strong/Latino Task Force at 
(415) 562-8638 to schedule an appointment.   
• Bayview – Bayview residents 18 and over can get vaccinated at the Southeast Community 
Center neighborhood vaccine site (corner of 1800 Oakdale and Phelps, entrance on Phelps) in 
the Bayview. Hours are 9:30-3:30 Friday, Saturday and Monday. Capacity: 400 doses per day. 
The Bayview neighborhood vaccine site is by appointment with limited drop-in availability. 
Bayview residents and workers can call the Rafiki Coalition for an appointment at 415-654-0491 
or visit https://rafikicoalition.org/wellness/.    
• Mission (24th and Capp) – Anyone 16 and over who lives in priority zip codes: Bayview 
(94124), Visitacion Valley (94134), Excelsior/Outer Mission (94112), Mission/Bernal (94110), 
Potrero/Dogpatch (94107), Tenderloin (94102), SOMA/Civic Center (94103), and Treasure 
Island (94130). Hours are Sunday-Wednesday, 9am-4pm. Capacity: 500 doses a day. Contact 
Unidos en Salud for an appointment at 1-844-965-0987 or visit their website at Bridge Rapid 
COVID-19 Testing Campaign — United In Health   
• Mission (3271 18th Street) – Anyone 16 and over who lives in priority zip codes:  Bayview 
(94124), Visitacion Valley (94134), Excelsior/Outer Mission (94112), Mission/Bernal (94110), 
Potrero/Dogpatch (94107), Tenderloin (94102), SOMA/Civic Center (94103), and Treasure 
Island (94130). Appointments by walk-up only. Sign-ups on site or at Mission testing site at 24th 
and Mission, Wednesday – Sunday, 9am-2pm and at Unidos en Salud at 24th and Capp, Sunday-
Wednesday, 9am-2pm and at the Mission Hub at 701 Alabama Street on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays from 10:00am to 3:00pm. Email LatinoTaskForceSF@gmail.com with 
questions.     
• Sunnydale/Visitacion Valley (1099 Sunnydale Avenue) – Launching April 19th. 
Sunnydale/Visitacion Valley residents 18 and over can get a vaccine by appointment or by drop-
in at 9:30am-3:30pm, Monday-Wednesday. This site will be operated in collaboration 
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with FacesSF and Visit Healthcare. Contact FacesSF at 415 239-8705. 
Email kwu@facessf.org with questions.   
• Lakeview/OMI (50 Broad Street) – Launching April 28 for Lakeview/OMI residents 18 
and over on Wednesdays, 10am-6pm; Fridays, 9am-4pm; and Saturdays, 9am-1pm. This site will 
by appointment and drop-in and be operated in collaboration with the Southwest Community 
Corporation/I.T. Bookman Community Center and Visit Healthcare. Contact the OMI COVID-
19 Hotline for an appointment at 415 712-0313. Email Covid19@itbookmancenter.org with 
questions.   

 
People 16 and older are now eligible to receive the COVID-19 vaccine in San Francisco  
On April 13, Mayor London N. Breed, Director of Health Dr. Grant Colfax, and Director of the 
Department of Emergency Management Mary Ellen Carroll announced that in accordance with state 
and federal guidance, all people age 16 and over in San Francisco are now eligible to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine. Those newly eligible people age 16 and over should visit 
SF.gov/getvaccinated to learn about options for receiving the vaccine and to find links to schedule 
appointments at different vaccination sites.  
  
Making a vaccination appointment 
Anyone who works or lives in San Francisco and is eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine can go 
to SF.gov/getvaccinated to find vaccination locations and make an appointment. The City will 
continue to provide regular updates to the public about the vaccine in San Francisco 
at SF.gov/covidvaccine.   
 
In order to assist individuals who are 65 and older and those with disabilities who are unable to 
easily access the internet or schedule an appointment through their provider, the City has set up a 
call center to learn about vaccine options and receive assistance in booking an appointment to some 
locations. The number is (628) 652-2700. Phones are answered 8:30am - 5:00pm Monday through 
Friday. Callers can leave a message on weekends.  
  
San Francisco’s vaccine supply and Johnson & Johnson vaccine pause 
Following announcement of the CDC and FDA on April 13th, San Francisco has paused the use of 
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine out of an abundance of caution until more is learned about the 
potential side effects. To date San Francisco has administered more than 33,000 doses of the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine to residents with no known cases of blood clotting. As this adverse event is 
reported to be extremely rare with just over six reported cases nationwide, the City does not believe 
there is cause for immediate alarm. However, people who have received the Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine should contact their primary healthcare provider if they have concerns or if they develop 
severe headache, abdominal pain, leg pain or shortness of breath within three weeks after 
vaccination. COVID-19 vaccine safety is a top priority for the City. DPH will continue to monitor 
the situation and will look forward to hearing the outcome from the CDC’s meeting of the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices tomorrow to better understand the significance of these 
cases.  
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The state informed the City last week to expect a 33-35% percent decrease in the vaccine supply for 
the month of April caused by near-term supply challenges at the national level, as well as increasing 
proportions of California vaccines being delivered through the federal direct allocation programs to 
Federally Qualified Health Centers and pharmacies. Additionally, the City’s supply of Johnson & 
Johnson would decrease by upwards of 90% percent due to federal manufacturing issues. As the 
City only received 500 doses of Johnson & Johnson (out of 10,000 doses total) this week, this pause 
will not have a significant impact on this week’s vaccination efforts.  
 
 
SF reopens and expands additional businesses and activities 
 
On April 14, Mayor London N. Breed and Director of Health Dr. Grant Colfax announced that, 
starting April 15, San Francisco will reopen and expand additional activities that are allowed by the 
State for counties assigned to the orange tier. These activities include indoor live-audience events 
and performances and private events such as conferences and receptions. In alignment with the 
State’s guidelines, San Francisco will also expand the number of individuals allowed to participate 
in indoor and outdoor social gatherings and will loosen some restrictions on other activities, 
including dining, outdoor bars, retail, and recreation.  
  
Many of the activities that are resuming may reopen because of guidelines recently released by the 
State. With some exceptions, San Francisco will align with the State’s guidelines to reopen and 
expand newly permitted activities under the orange tier. New and expanded businesses and activities 
may resume starting Thursday, April 15, 2021 at 8:00 a.m. as long as they comply with required 
capacity limits and other safety protocols. 
 
Although San Francisco remains assigned to the orange tier on the State’s Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy, its COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, and other health equity metrics have remained stable 
over the past several weeks. With the recent guidance released by the State, San Francisco is 
taking the opportunity to reopen live events and performances and private 
events and to expand additional activities within the orange tier. Key criteria for the resumption and 
continuation of these expansions will be a stable or declining rate of new COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations. As public health officials continue to monitor San Francisco’s health indicators, the 
City may need to pause or rollback activities if data suggests that COVID-19 is significantly 
increasing within the community again.  
 
Under the new Health Order, San Francisco will open indoor ticketed and seated events and 
performances up to 35% capacity with an approved Health and Safety Plan, as long as  all 
participants keep their masks on except when eating or drinking in designated concessions areas away 
from their seats, distancing requirements can be met, and participants show proof of vaccination or a 
negative COVID-19 test before they enter the venue. Venues may create vaccinated-only sections 
with relaxed distancing requirements, subject to specified criteria and an approved health and 
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safety plan. For venues operating at 15% capacity or less, with no more than 200 people, and that do 
not have any vaccinated-only sections, an approved Health and Safety Plan and proof of vaccination 
or a negative test will not be required.   
 
Private events such as meetings, conventions, and receptions may also resume indoors up to 150 
participants with assigned seating and proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test. Such events 
may resume outdoors following the same guidelines for up to 300 people, or up to 100 people without 
proof of vaccination or negative COVID-19 test.   
 
Outdoor ticketed venues for live-audience events and performances may expand capacity up to 
50% under existing guidelines. Like indoor venues, outdoor venues may create vaccinated-only 
sections with relaxed distancing restrictions, subject to specified criteria and an approved health and 
safety plan. An approved health and safety plan is also required for outdoor ticketed events greater 
than 1,000 audience members, and a health and safety plan must be submitted to the Health Officer 
(but does not require pre-approval) before the event for outdoor ticketed events of between 500 and 
1,000 audience members. Proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test is required by all 
participants if the outdoor event includes 4,000 or more audience members, or 100 or more audience 
members and food and beverages are served. In all cases, patrons must wear facial coverings for the 
duration of the event, except for times when they are eating or drinking.   
 
San Francisco will also expand capacity for indoor and outdoor social gatherings based on the State’s 
new guidance, as well as a number of activities impacted by those changes, including drive-ins, tour 
operators, childcare, sports and recreation, and institutes of higher education. Under the amendments 
to the Health Order, groups of up to 50 may now gather together outdoors with face coverings and 
distancing, reduced to 25 if food or drink is being consumed. Indoor gatherings may resume at the 
lesser of 25% capacity or 25 individuals without food or beverages. In addition to the activities 
above, a number of changes to the Health Order will allow additional 
expansions for outdoor dining, outdoor bars, film, and indoor family entertainment as well 
as the easing of some safety protocols for other sectors including retail, hotels, and indoor 
dining. Community centers serving seniors and adult day care will also be able to reopen to 25% 
capacity beginning April 15.  
 
San Francisco has maintained a stable average between 30 and 40 new COVID-19 cases a day since 
early March 2021 and is currently averaging 35 new cases per day. Likewise, COVID-19 
hospitalizations are also down significantly since February 2021. Although they remain low, those 
trends have flattened and prevented San Francisco from meeting the State’s criteria to move into the 
yellow tier this week. With the growing prevalence of variants in the Bay Area and the surge in cases 
in Michigan and the northeast, public health officials are closely monitoring any changes to cases that 
may indicate increasing contagion.  
 
Countering these concerns to some degree are San Francisco’s ongoing vaccination efforts. At this 
time, 63% of San Francisco’s population has received the first dose of vaccine, as have 85% of the 
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City’s residents over 65. Effective April 13, anyone over the age of 16 is eligible for a COVID-19 
vaccine in San Francisco.  
 
The City posted the revised Health Order with detailed requirements to its webpage. A list of the 
activities that reopened or expanded under the new Health Order can be found below.  
Although San Francisco’s vaccination rate is above the state average, it is not yet sufficient to 
prevent a fourth surge without continued adherence to public health guidelines. Health officials 
continue to emphasize the need for masking and social distancing by all, including those who have 
been vaccinated, when outside their homes in order to limit the impact of variants.  
 
Likewise, businesses are encouraged to have outdoor options wherever possible. People at risk for 
severe illness with COVID-19,  such as unvaccinated older adults and unvaccinated individuals with 
health risks, and members of their households, should defer participating at this time in activities 
with other people outside their household where taking protective measures of wearing face masks 
and social distancing may be difficult, especially indoors or in crowded spaces.    
 
As public health officials continue to monitor San Francisco’s health indicators, the City may choose 
to pause higher-risk activities or implement a lagged approach to reopening subsequent tiers in order 
to ensure sufficient analysis about how health indicators have responded to the reopening of 
activities, manage risk, and protect public health.   
 
Activities Resuming as of Thursday, April 15, 2021 

• Indoor Ticketed and Seated Performances, Spectator Sports and other Live Events 
• Indoor ticketed and seated events such as live sports, theater arts and musical 

performances, and graduation ceremonies may open up to 35% capacity for in-state 
audience members with an approved Health and Safety Plan, so long as the State’s 
social distancing guidelines can be maintained. Suites and boxes are limited to 25% 
capacity and 3 households. All participants must keep their masks on except when 
eating or drinking in designated concession areas with at least 6 feet distance between 
households.  All California residents over the age of 12 must show either proof of 
vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test, and any out-of-state visitors must show 
proof of vaccination.   

• Vaccinated-only section. A venue may lift the distancing requirement and operate 
certain sections at 100% capacity, including suites, if the operator meets the State’s 
minimum requirements and (1) confirms that all patrons 16 and up are fully 
vaccinated before they enter the venue, (2) requires a negative COVID-19 test for any 
patrons who are between the ages 2-15 and accompanying a parent or guardian who 
is fully vaccinated, (3) requires all patrons in the vaccination-only section to wear 
face coverings at all times unless otherwise exempted under the face covering order, 
and (4) receives advance approval of a Health and Safety Plan from the Health 
Officer. All patrons in the vaccinated-only section count towards the venue’s 
permissible occupancy. 
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• An approved health and safety plan is not required for events with no more than 200 
people in the audience or up to 15% capacity, whichever is fewer, and that does not 
have a vaccination-only section, but those events need to comply with all the other 
safety rules.  

• Proof of a negative COVID-19 test or vaccination is not required for events with  no 
more than 200 people in the audience or up to 15% capacity, whichever is fewer, 
if no food or beverages are served nor is it required for events with fewer than 50 
people in the audience that include food or beverage service.  

• Indoor Meetings and Private Events  
• Meetings, conferences, receptions, and other private events may resume indoors with 

up to 150 participants in reserved or assigned seating that meets physical distancing 
requirements. All participants must show proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-
19 test.   

• Food and beverage allowed under indoor dining guidelines.  
• Outdoor Meetings and Private Events  

• If the event is conducted outdoors, up to 100 participants are allowed without proof 
of vaccination or negative COVID-19 test, and up to 300 participants with proof of 
vaccination or negative COVID-19 test.   

• Food and beverage allowed under outdoor dining guidelines  
• Community Centers serving Seniors and Adult Day Care Facilities  

• Senior community centers and adult day care facilities may reopen to 25% capacity 
up to 25 people. Food and beverage services or activities remain closed at this time.    
 

The following activities may expand their operating capacity under current guidelines:  
• Outdoor Ticketed and Seated Performances, Spectator Sports and other Live Events 

• Outdoor ticketed and seated events with live audiences may expand up to 50% 
capacity with an approved Health and Safety Plan, so long as the State’s social 
distancing guidelines can be maintained, all participants keep their masks on except 
when eating or drinking in their assigned seats. California residents over the age of 
12 must show either proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test, and any out-
of-state visitors must show proof that they are fully vaccinated.   

• Vaccinated-only section. A venue may lift the distancing requirement and operate 
certain sections at 100% capacity, including suites, if the operator meets the State’s 
minimum requirements and (1) confirms that all patrons 16 and up are fully 
vaccinated before they enter the venue, (2) requires a negative COVID-19 test for any 
patrons who are between the ages 2-15 and accompanying a parent or guardian who 
is fully vaccinated, (3) requires all patrons in the vaccination-only section to wear 
face coverings at all times unless otherwise exempted under the face covering 
order or eating or drinking in their seat, and (4) receives advance approval of a Health 
and Safety Plan from the Health Officer. All patrons in the vaccinated-only section 
count towards the venue’s permissible occupancy.   
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• Events with fewer than 4,000 audience members that do not include food or 
beverages do not require proof of vaccination or a negative test. 

• Events between 500 and 1,000 audience members that do not include food and 
beverages require a health and safety plan to be submitted to DPH but does not 
require approval.  

• Events with fewer than 100 audience members and without a vaccination-only 
section do not require an approved Health and Safety Plan nor proof of vaccination or 
a negative COVID-19 test.  

• Outdoor arts, music, and theater performances and festivals  
• Organized outdoor arts and performance events may take place without reservations 

and seating requirements for up to 50 audience members with a health and safety plan 
submitted at least 5 days before the event. Festivals may be attended by either in-state 
residents, or out-of-state visitors who show proof of full vaccination.  Social 
distancing between audience members must be maintained.   

• Seated concessions are expanded to groups of 8 individuals following outdoor dining 
or bar health guidelines.   

• Outdoor Dining  
• Outdoor dining will expand to up to 8 people per table without any limitation on 

number of households. Group reservations will expand to up to 25 people and allow 
mingling between tables with specific safety protocols.   

• Bars, Wineries, Breweries, and Distilleries  
• Outdoor bars may expand to up to 8 people per table without limitations to number of 

households and group reservations may be made following outdoor dining rules.   
• Indoor bars, wineries, breweries and distilleries that do not serve bona fide 

meals remain closed.   
• Indoor Family Entertainment  

• Capacity may increase for family recreation facilities allowed within the orange tier 
of up to 50% if all participants provide proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 
test.  

• Drive-in Events  
• More than one household per vehicle at 25% vehicle capacity up to 25 people, if no 

food and beverages are consumed.   
• Tour Boats and Buses  

• Capacity may expand with no limit on the number of passengers.  
• Indoor areas may open following required safety protocols.  

• Film and Media Production including Live Streaming and Broadcasting  
• Indoor and outdoor film production may proceed with up to 50 people in a single 

location with required testing and other safety protocols in place or if covered under 
the “COVID-19 Return to Work Agreement.”   

• All other productions must have an approved Health and Safety plan.  
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• Childcare and Youth Out of School Time Programs  
• Outdoors capacity may expand to up to 50 participants, excluding personnel and 

youth may participate in more than 2 programs at a time  
• Indoors capacity may expand to up to 25 participants, excluding personnel  

• Adult Education, Vocational Education, and Institutes of Higher Education  
• Outdoor classes may expand to 50 participants  
• In-person tours may apply following K-12 safety rules 
• Institutions are strongly encouraged to require unvaccinated students to quarantine for 

10 days upon returning to campus or arriving from out-of-State for nonessential 
travel, and they must accommodate any unvaccinated students who wish to 
quarantine for 10 days after such travel.  

• Indoor Sports and Recreation  
• Informal indoor recreation can include up to 12 people with no limit on the number of 

households.  
• Indoor recreation taking place in an organized and supervised context may expand to 

stable groups of 25 participants on each team and spectators are allowed consistent 
with rules set by the State.   

• Competitions may resume with teams from the State of California. No out of state 
travel or matches with out of state teams.   

• Youth and adults are encouraged but not required to participate in no more than 2 
teams or programs a time, except that indoor high-contact sports must be limited to 
one activity at a time.  

• Indoor swimming pools may allow up to two swimmers per lane maintaining 
25% capacity and face coverings outside the pool.  

• Outdoor Sports and Recreation  
• Informal outdoor recreation can include up to 25 people with no limit on the number 

of households.   
• Outdoor recreation taking place in an organized and supervised context may expand 

to include stable groups of 50 participants per team and spectators are allowed 
consistent with outdoor gatherings and rules set by the State.   

• Competitions may resume with teams from throughout the State of California - no out 
of state travel or matches with out of state teams.  

• Youth and adults are encouraged but not required to participate in no more than 2 
teams or programs a time except that if they participate in an indoor high-contact 
sport they may only participate in that one program at a time.  

• Outdoor pools may expand to full capacity and up to 4 swimmers per lane with 
distancing and face covering requirements outside of the pool.  

• Outdoor playgrounds may expand to full capacity with distancing requirements.  
• Indoor Gatherings  

• While still strongly discouraged, small indoor social gatherings are expanded to up 
to the lesser of 25% capacity or 25 people with face coverings on at all times and 
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distancing and ventilation measures encouraged. Special rules and allowances apply 
to small indoor gatherings involving fully vaccinated individuals.   

• Indoor Religious Activities  
• Indoor religious activities remain capped at up to 50% capacity.  Capacity 

guidelines apply to houses of worship as well as homes and other indoor 
settings, following safety protocols for indoor religious services.  Alternatively, 
individuals can gather indoors informally for religious exercise under the small 
gathering rules.  

• Outdoor Gatherings  
• Small outdoor social gatherings are expanded to allow up to 50 people when face 

coverings are worn at all times – 25 if attendees are eating or drinking.   
  
The following activities may loosen safety protocols as described below 

• Indoor Dining  
• Indoor dining will expand to include table top cooking and the 11pm end to service 

requirement is lifted. Tables are still limited to 6 people from up to 3 households.    
• Retail  

• Retail and Grocery stores are no longer strongly urged to offer special hours for 
unvaccinated older adults or otherwise vulnerable patrons.   

• Bulk bins no longer require special signage.  
• Hotels  

• Cleaning personnel are no longer required to wear a non-vented N-95, though they 
must be provided at no cost if requested. They must continue to wear a well-fitted 
mask.  

• Spa services may be provided in room following guidelines for indoor personal 
services. If requested, the spa services provider must provide a non-vented N-95 
mask at no cost to its personnel.  

• Gyms and Fitness  
• Stationary aerobic equipment (like spin bikes and treadmills) can be placed 6 feet 

apart and aerobic fitness classes that use stationary equipment can resume with 6 foot 
spacing between participants, with a DPH-approved ventilation measure.  

• Zoos, Aquariums and Museums  
• Group reservations and guided tours may resume.  

 
The State has provided guidance on using proof of vaccination and negative COVID-19 test for 
additional capacities. Businesses should consult the “Addendum to Blueprint Activity & Business 
Tiers Chart – Tested and Fully Vaccinated Individuals and Sections.” Pursuant to that guidance:  

• People are considered fully vaccinated for COVID-19 at ≥2 weeks after they have received 
the second dose in a 2-dose series (Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna), or ≥2 weeks after they 
have received a single-dose vaccine (Johnson and Johnson [J&J]/Janssen). 
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• Proof of a negative COVID-19 test means a PCR test taken not more than 72 hours before 
the event or an antigen test taken not more than 24 hours before the event.  

  
San Francisco’s reopening updates will be available online at SF.gov/reopening. 
 
 
Mayor Breed announces lease for drug sobering center in SF  
 
On April 13, Mayor London N. Breed announced the City is moving forward to open a drug 
sobering center for people who are experiencing the effects of fentanyl, methamphetamine, and 
other substances. Mayor Breed introduced a lease for the building at 1076 Howard Street at the 
Board of Supervisors. The drug sobering center pilot, a key component of Mental Health SF, is one 
of several innovative efforts underway to help people experiencing homelessness and behavioral 
health issues to get off the streets, into housing, and connected with services.  
 
The goals of the drug sobering center include saving lives by preventing overdose deaths, reducing 
the harms of substance use in the surrounding neighborhood, and providing resources that can give 
people who use drugs an alternative to hospital and jail stays and an opportunity to begin their 
journey toward wellness and recovery when they are ready. The center will provide an additional 
resource and a destination for people served by the growing Street Crisis Response Team (SCRT) 
pilot program and other City outreach teams. 
 
This new sobering center will be located in a brick-and-mortar facility at 1076 Howard Street. The 
City originally planned to pilot the center at 180 Jones Street, but, due to COVID-19, that site has 
since been converted to a Safe Sleeping Site. If the lease is approved by the Board of Supervisors, 
the City will gather community input on the program, oversee building renovations, and implement a 
drug sobering center pilot program in Fall 2021. 
 
DPH is proposing to contract with HealthRIGHT 360, which manages many successful healthcare 
and substance use treatment programs throughout the city and across the state, to operate the drug 
sobering center. Healthcare and safety workers, many with lived experience of substance use, will 
staff the program. It will be a 20-bed pilot project where clients may stay an average of eight to ten 
hours, though some may stay longer. The facility will initially be able to serve up to 20 individuals 
at a time, but over the course of a 24-hour period, may serve up to three times that amount. Findings 
from this effort will inform near-term future investments to save lives and promote safety in SoMa 
and throughout the city. DPH will evaluate the pilot program and refine the model for replication in 
other locations in San Francisco. 
 
At the center, the City will offer harm reduction services in a safe, welcoming setting with peer 
counselors and health services. People under the influence of methamphetamine, fentanyl, and other 
substances can move safely through intoxication, then have an opportunity to engage in conversation 
about wellness and recovery options available to them and be connected to housing resources. 
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Specifically, services will include one-on-one peer support; access to clothing, showers, and hygiene 
supplies; on-site security for safety monitoring; access to harm-reduction supplies and education; 
and health assessments and first aid. Additionally, the center will connect clients to other services 
including referrals to primary medical care and psychiatric services; social services including 
housing; and vocational services for job training and future employment. 
 
Under Mayor Breed’s leadership, the City is focused on addressing homelessness, mental health, and 
substance use disorders, with a focus on three main areas: creating more places for people to go; 
expanding outreach and coordination among services and placement; and strengthening data and 
transparency tracking tools. The drug sobering center will make progress on all three areas by 
offering a new place for people to go and get connected with existing City services. The drug 
sobering center pilot will be evaluated and use of the facility with be tracked by DPH, furthering the 
City’s efforts to ensure programs are working and make adjustments to programs as needed. 
 
 
Governor Newsom taps SFDPH Christine Siador as the next CDPH Assistant Director 
  
On April 7, Governor Gavin Newsom announced the appointment of Christine Siador as the next 
Assistant Director for the California Department of Public Health (CDPH). Siador has been Acting 
Director of the Population Health Division at the San Francisco Department of Public Health since 
2020, where she also served as Deputy Director from 2012 to 2020. She was Deputy Director at the 
University of California, Berkeley Center for Infectious Diseases and Emergency Readiness from 
2004 to 2012. Siador was Chief Executive Officer at Social Light Consulting Group from 1996 to 
2004. She was Program Manager at the University of California, Davis Medical Center from 1994 to 
1996. Siador was an Evaluation Consultant at the Western Consortium for Public Health from 1993 
to 1994 and Regional Coordinator at the Public Health Institute from 1992 to 1993. Siador was 
Program Manager at the Asian & Pacific Islander Health Forum from 1989 to 1992. She is a 
member of the San Francisco Human Rights Commission Citywide Racial Equity Group. Siador 
earned a Master of Public Health degree in biomedical science/infectious disease from the 
University of California, Berkeley.  
  
The SFDPH team is so proud to see the governor recognizing Siador’s leadership and expertise in 
the public health sector. Siador will be joining Dr. Tomas Aragon, Director for CDPH, leading our 
state’s emergency response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
DPH in the News  
 
KTVU, Apr 17 2021, San Francisco aligns with CDC on guidance for fully vaccinated people 
https://www.ktvu.com/news/san-francisco-aligns-with-cdc-on-guidance-for-fully-vaccinated-people 
 
SF Chronicle, Apr 17 2021, A phone call, a private plane and a cable car conductor: How S.F. rescued 1,000 
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thawed vaccine doses from 300 miles away 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/A-phone-call-a-private-plane-and-a-cable-car-16109106.php 
 
SF Chronicle, Apr 16 2021, Bay Area residents flood vaccination sites as eligibility opens, but supply remains 
limited 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/Bay-Area-residents-flood-vaccination-sites-as-16107263.php  
 
Mission Local, Apr 15 2021, SF Department of Public Health and the Latino Task Force open a vaccination 
site on Shotwell and 18th 
https://missionlocal.org/2021/04/sf-department-of-public-health-and-the-latino-task-force-open-a-new-
vaccination-site-at-local-261/ 
 
SF Chronicle, Apr 15 2021, This San Francisco neighborhood saw 10x more COVID cases than one nearby it 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/This-San-Francisco-neighborhood-saw-10x-more-16102296.php 
 
SF Chronicle, Newsom, in Bay Area, heralds start of coronavirus vaccination open season 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/health/article/Newsom-in-Bay-Area-heralds-start-of-vaccination-16104429.php  
 
SF Examiner, Apr 15 2021, New vaccine site opens in Mission District 
https://www.sfexaminer.com/news/new-vaccine-site-opens-in-mission-district/ 
 
BAR, Apr 14 2021, On LGBTQ data, SF health department lags other city agencies 
https://www.ebar.com/news/news//303953 
 
NBC Bay Area, Apr 14 2021, Indoor, outdoor events to resume Thursday in SF under newly eased statewide 
restrictions 
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/coronavirus/indoor-outdoor-events-to-resume-thursday-in-sf-under-
newly-eased-statewide-guidelines/2518816/  
 
SF Chronicle, Apr 14 2021, San Francisco's reopening: Here's what can resume in the city at 8 a.m. Thursday 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/San-Francisco-s-reopening-Here-s-what-can-16100983.php 
 
KPIX, Apr 13 2021, San Francisco’s new sobering center will provide drug addicts a place to go for help 
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/04/13/san-franciscos-new-sobering-center-will-provide-drug-addicts-
a-place-to-go-for-help/ 
 
KPIX, Apr 13 2021, COVID: 4/20 celebration at Hippie Hill in Golden Gate Park canceled for 2nd year in a 
row 
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/04/13/covid-420-celebration-canceled-2nd-year-hippie-hill-golden-
gate-park/ 
 
Mission Local, Apr 13 2021, New vaccine site hits Lower Mission as 16-year-olds and up qualify 
https://missionlocal.org/2021/04/new-vaccine-site-hits-lower-mission-as-16-year-olds-and-up-qualify/ 
 
NBC Bay Area, Apr 13 2021, San Francisco opens COVID-19 vaccine eligibility to all residents age 16 and 
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older 
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/san-francisco-opens-covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-to-all-residents-
age-16-and-older/2517608/ 
 
SF Chronicle, Apr 13 2021, Mayor Breed wants to turn an empty San Francisco office into a drug sobering 
center 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local-politics/article/Mayor-Breed-wants-to-turn-an-empty-San-Francisco-
16096092.php 
 
SF Examiner, Apr 13 2021, Drug sobering center site announced in South of Market 
https://www.sfexaminer.com/news/drug-sobering-center-site-announced-in-south-of-market/ 
 
NBC Bay Area, Apr 12 2021, Bay Area residents confused by vaccine eligibility expansion 
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/bay-area-residents-confused-by-vaccine-eligibility-
expansion/2516735/ 
 
SFist, Apr 12 2021, SFMTA and Health Department use street artist fnnch’s honey bear fro new vaccination 
campaign 
https://sfist.com/2021/04/12/sfmta-and-health-department-use-street-artist-fnnchs-honey-bear-for-new-
vaccination-campaign/ 
 
KPIX, Apr 11 2021, COVID: San Francisco launching pro-vaccine campaign across the city 
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/04/11/covid-san-francisco-launching-pro-vaccine-campaign-across-
the-city/ 
 
NBC Bay Area, Apr 11 2021, San Francisco may lift 11 p.m. restaurant curfew as COVID-19 restrictions 
ease 
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/sf-considering-to-end-11-p-m-restaurant-curfew-as-covid-19-
restrictions-decrease/2515668/ 
 
Sacramento Bee, Apr 11 2021, Will Californians need a vaccine passport this summer? It depends on where 
you want to go 
https://www.sacbee.com/news/coronavirus/article250525044.html 
 
SFist, Apr 11 2021, 6,000 show up for drop-in vaccines at SF General after zip code expansion 
https://sfist.com/2021/04/11/6-000-show-up-for-drop-in-vaccines-at-sf-general-after-zip-code-expansion/ 
 
SF Chronicle, Apr 10 2021, San Francisco to 'digest' Supreme Court ruling clearing way for indoor prayer 
groups 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/local/article/San-Francisco-to-digest-Supreme-Court-16091571.php  
 
KRON4, Apr 9 2021, San Francisco expands vaccine eligibility to 16+: Check your zip code 
https://www.kron4.com/news/bay-area/san-francisco-expands-vaccine-eligibility-to-16-check-your-zip-code/ 
 
Sacramento Bee, Apr 9 2021, Will Californians need a vaccine passport this summer? It depends on where 
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you want to go 
https://www.sacbee.com/news/coronavirus/article250525044.html  
 
SF Business Times, Apr 9 2021, San Francisco is relaxing more restrictions April 15. Here are the changes. 
https://www.bizjournals.com/sanfrancisco/news/2021/04/09/expanded-orange-tier-webinar-covid-sfdph.html  
 
SF Weekly Apr 9 2021, The Bay Area is ground zero for UBI 
https://www.sfweekly.com/news/the-bay-area-is-ground-zero-for-ubi/  
 
KPIX, Apr 8 2021, COVID reopening: San Francisco announces plans for indoor events to resume 
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/04/08/covid-reopening-san-francisco-announces-plans-for-indoor-
live-events/ 
 
Mission Local, Apr 8 2021, Affordable housing complex brings vaccines to its residents 
https://missionlocal.org/2021/04/affordable-housing-complex-brings-vaccines-to-its-residents/ 
 
SF Chronicle, Apr 8 2021, California vaccine supply will fall 15% next week, just as demand is expected to 
surge 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/health/article/California-COVID-vaccine-supply-will-fall-15-16086592.php 
 
Mission Local, Apr 7 2021, New neighborhood vaccine site in Excelsior via community, Health Department 
https://missionlocal.org/2021/04/new-neighborhood-vaccine-site-in-excelsior-via-community-dph/  
 
SF Examiner, Apr 7 2021, City announces new vaccination site in Excelsior District 
https://www.sfexaminer.com/news/city-announces-new-vaccination-site-in-excelsior-district/  
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