
 

San Francisco Department of Public Health 
Grant Colfax, MD 
Director of Health 

 
 
 

City and County of San Francisco 
   London N. Breed 

      Mayor 
 

1 
 

Director’s Report for Health Commission Meeting of 

March 2, 2021 
 

A current overview of issues affecting the state of public health in San Francisco 

https://www.sfdph.org/dph/comupg/aboutdph/insideDept/dirRpts/default.asp 

 

 

San Francisco moves to Phase 1B of COVID-19 vaccinations, expands eligibility to educators, 

child care, emergency services, food and agriculture workers  

 

Today, there are over 34,000 San Francisco residents with confirmed cases of COVID-19. And, 

sadly, a total of 422 San Franciscans have died. The San Francisco Department of Public Health 

(DPH) sends our condolences to their loved ones.  

 

On February 24, San Francisco moved into Phase 1B of the State’s COVID-19 vaccination 

prioritization plan. This move to Phase 1B expands vaccine eligibility to people who live or work in 

San Francisco in the following sectors: education and childcare, emergency services, and food and 

agriculture. Despite this expanded eligibility, vaccine doses remain in short supply, and healthcare 

providers have been advised to prioritize second doses in the coming weeks. As such, appointments 

for first vaccine doses are limited, and people who are eligible may not be able to get appointments 

right away.   

 

Phase 1B includes more than 168,000 individuals who live or work in San Francisco, in addition to 

the approximately 210,000 healthcare workers and people 65 and older who are already eligible. 

People who are eligible to be vaccinated can sign-up for an appointment as they become available at: 

SF.gov/getvaccinated.  

 

The insufficient and inconsistent supply of COVID-19 vaccine continues to be the biggest barrier for 

vaccinating people quickly in San Francisco. The increase in second dose appointments puts 

additional strain on San Francisco’s COVID-19 vaccination network.  

 

Over the last week, an average of 4,000 to 4,500 second and first vaccine doses a day have been 

administered in San Francisco. Although this rate of vaccinations is lower than what San Francisco 

is capable of, health care providers and DPH are still making good progress, with 22% of San 

Franciscans 16 and older having received their first dose, and are ready to ramp up vaccinations as 

supply increases and becomes more predictable.  

 

In addition to expanding vaccine eligibility to people in Phase 1B, San Francisco health care 

providers and the Department of Public Health continue to vaccinate people 65 and older. To date, 

San Francisco has vaccinated 80% of the approximately 210,000 healthcare workers and people 65 

https://www.sfdph.org/dph/comupg/aboutdph/insideDept/dirRpts/default.asp
https://sf.gov/get-vaccinated-against-covid-19
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and older who are eligible under Phase 1A. Sixty-three percent of San Franciscans 65 and older have 

received at least one dose.  

 

San Francisco also remains committed to an equitable vaccination strategy, with a specific focus on 

reaching populations that have been disproportionately impacted by COVID-19. To that end, the San 

Francisco Department of Public Health has been focused on reaching communities that have been 

hard-hit by the pandemic, including the Latino community and neighborhoods in the Southeast of 

the city.  

 

San Francisco’s COVID-19 Command Center recently published a new vaccine dashboard shows 

that DPH’s focus on racial equity in vaccine distribution has been successful. A higher proportion of 

the DPH-administered vaccinations have gone to people of color than the total citywide 

vaccinations. For example, 18.3% of the DPH vaccine allocation has gone to the Latinx population 

compared with 9.3% of citywide vaccinations.  

 

Anyone who works or lives in San Francisco can sign up for a notification when they are eligible for 

vaccination at SF.gov/vaccinenotify. The City will continue to provide regular updates to the public 

about the vaccine in San Francisco at: SF.gov/covidvaccine. 

 

 

San Francisco launches COVID-19 vaccination site at The SF Market in the Bayview  

 

On February 16, Mayor London N. Breed, Board of Supervisors President Shamann Walton, and 

Director of Health Dr. Grant Colfax announced the launch of a third high volume vaccination site in 

San Francisco. The site, which opened at the SF Market in the Bayview Hunters Point neighborhood 

at 901 Rankin Street, advances San Francisco’s efforts to get as many people vaccinated as quickly 

as possible. As with other vaccination sites in San Francisco, the SF Market location will initially 

offer vaccinations to people 65 and older and healthcare workers. Due to current supply constraints, 

the initial doses given per day will be limited, but the site is ready to expand rapidly once supply 

increases. 

 

This new location, which is operated by the City and staffed in partnership with Sutter Health, is the 

third high-volume vaccination site that San Francisco and health care partners have opened in the 

past month. Two additional high-volume vaccination sites are located at the Moscone Center and the 

City College of San Francisco. These high-volume sites serve anyone who meets their eligibility 

requirements regardless of health coverage, by appointment only, and are part of San Francisco’s 

network of vaccination sites to facilitate the quick and efficient delivery of COVID-19 vaccines. 

 

Once vaccine supply becomes more available, appointments and hours at SF Market will expand. 

People 65 and older and healthcare workers can make an appointment regardless of their health 

coverage status or provider by going to  SF.gov/getvaccinated and booking an appointment through 

https://data.sfgov.org/stories/s/COVID-19-Vaccinations/a49y-jeyc
https://sf.gov/get-notified-when-youre-eligible-covid-19-vaccine
https://sf.gov/covid-19-vaccine-san-francisco
https://sf.gov/getvaccinated
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Sutter’s My Health Online portal. Those who do not have access to a computer can schedule an 

appointment through Sutter’s call center at 844-987-6115. 

 

While vaccine supply remains the limiting factor in the short-term, the site will have the capacity to 

vaccinate more than 1,000 people per day once fully operational. Appointments are required and will 

remain limited in the short-term due to the constrained and unpredictable vaccine supply coming to 

San Francisco.  

 

The SF Market location is designed to allow for multiple providers to provide vaccination 

concurrently.  

 

The SF Market, formerly called the SF Wholesale Produce Market, is a wholesale marketplace that 

connects growers and their produce to food businesses throughout the Bay Area. The 23- acre 

campus is home to 28 merchant businesses and more than 1,000 employees. The vaccination site at 

901 Rankin is an 82,000-square-foot LEED Gold Certified warehouse and was completed as part of 

the SF Market Reinvestment Project in 2014. 

 

Anyone who works or lives in San Francisco can sign up for a notification when they are eligible for 

vaccination at SF.gov/vaccinenotify. The City will continue to provide regular updates to the public 

about the vaccine in San Francisco at: SF.gov/covidvaccine. 

 

 

Outdoor youth sports to return to San Francisco with safety precautions 

 

On February 26, the San Francisco Department of Public Health and Recreation and Park 

Department announced the expansion of youth sports in San Francisco. The City’s anticipated 

reassignment to the red tier this week will allow outdoor contact sports, organized and supervised 

through youth sports leagues, all with safety protocols. In order to put kids in the game as soon as 

possible, Rec and Park has launched a field allocation program in partnership with local youth sports 

leagues.   

   

Rec and Park's “Let the Kids Play” program will give youth a fast track back to the sports they love 

by providing field space to leagues offering a seven-week spring season for soccer, baseball, 

softball, flag football, and lacrosse. This “mini-season” will start April 10 and run up to Memorial 

Day.  Participants and coaches must follow all precautions outlined in the Health Order. More 

information on Let the Kids Play can be found here. 

 

Based on analysis of San Francisco’s current health indicators, the City will meet the state’s red tier 

criteria on Tuesday, March 2. The Department of Public Health is preparing the amended Health 

Order and directives outlining allowable activities so the City can open as quickly as possible when 

the new tier reassignment takes effect, which under state rules is the next day, Wednesday, March 3. 

http://sutterhealth.org/covid-vaccine
http://sf.gov/vaccinenotify
http://sf.gov/covidvaccine
https://sfrecpark.org/1557/Spring-2021-Sports-Leagues
https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
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The eased outdoor youth sports guidelines for San Francisco largely align with the state’s, with some 

additional safety precautions.    

Under the new Health Order, outdoor moderate-contact sports such as such as baseball, softball, 

field hockey, gymnastics, cheerleading, and girls or women’s lacrosse will be permitted with face 

coverings required at all times except when participants are playing in a competition and easily able 

to maintain at least six-feet apart from other participants and staff.  The Order will also include 

outdoor high-contact sports permitted in the orange tier, including football, basketball, soccer, 

rugby, crew and boys’ lacrosse with face coverings worn by participants, coaches and staff at all 

times.     

Capacity for both moderate- and high-contact activities is generally limited to stable cohorts of up to 

25 youth. No more than 25 players on each team can participate, including any players who are on 

the sidelines, with limited exceptions. Under the Order, youth may participate in only one outdoor 

sports team cohort at a time. Programs for outdoor moderate or high-contact sports must obtain the 

written informed consent from the parents or guardians of all youth participants, and spectators will 

be limited to parents or guardians as allowed under state guidance. Snacks and post-game snacks are 

not allowed. No indoor sports will be permitted, at least while the City remains in the red tier.  More 

details about youth sports in the forthcoming Order can be found below.   

Adult leagues   

With practices beginning April 5 and running through nine weeks, a limited number of adult leagues 

will be permitted to play. Adult leagues are generally subject to the same safety protocols that apply 

to outdoor youth sports.  Adult league play will run weeknights from April 5 up to Memorial Day, 

and weekends starting March 27 and 28 for nine weeks. More information can be found here.  

  

San Francisco lifts local 10-day quarantine order but urges against non-essential travel  

 

Beginning February 23, San Franciscans who engage in non-essential travel outside the Bay Area 

region will no longer be required to quarantine for 10 days upon their arrival home. The Health 

Order was implemented in mid-December in response to a surge in cases from Thanksgiving travel. 

The lift comes at a time when the City has shown continued progress in managing the virus. The 

City is recording a seven-day average of 79 cases per day, which is down 79 percent from a high of 

a seven-day average of 374 cases per day at the peak of the most recent surge.  

However, the City continues to strongly recommend that people follow the existing State travel 

advisory, which advises against non-essential travel anywhere outside of the state or 120 miles away 

from home. “Non-essential” travel includes travel that is considered tourism or recreational in 

nature. Destinations beyond the 120-mile radius might include Tahoe, Big Sur or Mount Shasta. 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/outdoor-indoor-recreational-sports.aspx
https://sfrecpark.org/1558/Adult-Sports-Leagues-Spring-2021
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Additionally, under the State travel advisory, people arriving in or returning to California from other 

states or countries should self-quarantine for 10 days after arrival. For a definition of essential travel, 

refer to the City’s Stay Safer at Home Order.   

Travel—especially the use of shared, enclosed vehicles in air, bus, or rail travel—can increase a 

person's chance of spreading and getting COVID-19. People arriving in California from other states 

or Californians returning from outside the state could potentially introduce new sources of infection, 

including new strains of the virus. Travel between different regions in California could also 

exacerbate community spread. Postponing travel and staying close to home is still a key practice to 

protect oneself and others from COVID-19.  

While San Francisco is lifting the travel quarantine, individual organizations such as schools or 

workplaces may require individuals to complete any travel quarantines already underway. 

 

 

Department of Public Health announces Luenna Kim as Director of Human Resources  

 

The San Francisco Department of Public Health is pleased to announce the appointment of Luenna 

Kim as Director of Human Resources. 

 

Luenna currently serves as the Director of Human Resources for the San Francisco Human Services 

Agency, a position she has held since 2013. She has a broad base of experience that spans over 20 

years in human resources management, recruiting, labor relations, and social justice advocacy.  She 

has worked as a labor relations manager for the San Francisco Department of Public Health, a 

human resources director for a large public school district and for a charter management 

organization, a legal recruiter for a Fortune 500 company, and a public defender. In 2019, she was 

part of a panel of thought leaders who offered an introduction to the topic of unconscious bias - how 

it impacts the workplace, and what to do about it - at the California Welfare Directors Association 

Annual Conference.  She holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Boston University and a law 

degree from Suffolk University School of Law. 

 

Luenna Kim was selected for the position through an extensive national search process from a strong 

field of highly qualified candidates. Her anticipated start date is March 22, 2021. Her predecessor, 

Michael L. Brown, announced his planned retirement in late 2020. Some of Luenna’s priorities will 

include partnering with the Office of Health Equity to implement DPH’s Racial Equity Action Plan, 

reducing hiring timelines, supporting staff engagement, and improving the experience for HR’s 

customers.  

 

 

DPH in the News  

 

https://www.sfdph.org/dph/alerts/files/C19-07-Shelter-in-Place-Health-Order.pdf
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SF Chronicle, Feb 28 2021, Here's which San Francisco neighborhoods have the highest and lowest 

percentages of vaccinated people 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Here-s-which-San-Francisco-neighborhoods-have-

15985332.php 

 

SF Chronicle, Feb 27 2021, California, Bay Area officials hail Johnson & Johnson vaccine authorization 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/health/article/Johnson-Johnson-s-coronavirus-vaccine-15985192.php 

 

ABC7, Feb 26 2021, One Medical cut off from vaccine supply in 5 counties 

https://abc7.com/one-medical-cut-off-from-vaccine-supply-in-5-counties/10373545/ 

 

KPIX, Feb 26 2021, COVID: restrictions: San Francisco to allow expanded outdoor youth sports with 

precautions 

https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/02/26/covid-restrictions-san-francisco-to-allow-expanded-outdoor-

youth-sports-with-precautions/ 

 

SF Public Press, Feb 26 2021, Community clinics cross language, digital divides to distribute vaccine 

https://www.sfpublicpress.org/community-clinics-cross-language-digital-divides-to-distribute-vaccine/  

 

ABC7, Feb 25 2021, SF takes back vaccine supply from One Medical after report claims they let people 'skip' 

line 

https://abc7news.com/one-medical-covid-19-vaccine-san-francisco-department-of-public-health-

npr/10368988/ 

 

SF Chronicle, Feb 25 2021, One Medical's vaccine supply halted by 3 Bay Area counties for letting people 

cut the line 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/3-Bay-Area-counties-halt-COVID-vaccine-supply-to-

15977627.php 

 

KQED, Feb 24 2021, Many homebound people still waiting for vaccine 

https://www.kqed.org/coronavirusliveupdates 

 

Market Watch, Feb 24 2021, San Francisco cuts off COVID vaccine doses to One Medical for vaccinating 

ineligible patients: report 

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/san-francisco-cuts-off-covid-vaccine-doses-to-one-medical-for-

vaccinating-ineligible-patients-report-11614226159 

 

NBC Bay Area, Feb 24 2021, SF penalizes One Medical for vaccinating ineligible patients 

https://www.nbcbayarea.com/investigations/sf-penalizes-one-medical-for-vaccinating-ineligible-

patients/2476846/ 

 

NPR, Feb 24 2021, High-end medical provider let ineligible people skip COVID-19 vaccine line 

https://www.npr.org/2021/02/24/970176532/high-end-medical-provider-let-ineligible-people-skip-covid-19-

vaccine-line 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Here-s-which-San-Francisco-neighborhoods-have-15985332.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/Here-s-which-San-Francisco-neighborhoods-have-15985332.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/health/article/Johnson-Johnson-s-coronavirus-vaccine-15985192.php
https://abc7.com/one-medical-cut-off-from-vaccine-supply-in-5-counties/10373545/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/02/26/covid-restrictions-san-francisco-to-allow-expanded-outdoor-youth-sports-with-precautions/
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2021/02/26/covid-restrictions-san-francisco-to-allow-expanded-outdoor-youth-sports-with-precautions/
https://www.sfpublicpress.org/community-clinics-cross-language-digital-divides-to-distribute-vaccine/
https://abc7news.com/one-medical-covid-19-vaccine-san-francisco-department-of-public-health-npr/10368988/
https://abc7news.com/one-medical-covid-19-vaccine-san-francisco-department-of-public-health-npr/10368988/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/3-Bay-Area-counties-halt-COVID-vaccine-supply-to-15977627.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/3-Bay-Area-counties-halt-COVID-vaccine-supply-to-15977627.php
https://www.kqed.org/coronavirusliveupdates
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/san-francisco-cuts-off-covid-vaccine-doses-to-one-medical-for-vaccinating-ineligible-patients-report-11614226159
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/san-francisco-cuts-off-covid-vaccine-doses-to-one-medical-for-vaccinating-ineligible-patients-report-11614226159
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/investigations/sf-penalizes-one-medical-for-vaccinating-ineligible-patients/2476846/
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/investigations/sf-penalizes-one-medical-for-vaccinating-ineligible-patients/2476846/
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/24/970176532/high-end-medical-provider-let-ineligible-people-skip-covid-19-vaccine-line
https://www.npr.org/2021/02/24/970176532/high-end-medical-provider-let-ineligible-people-skip-covid-19-vaccine-line
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SF Chronicle, Feb 24 2021, Despite improved coronavirus numbers, San Francisco prep sports teams remain 

sidelined 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/sports/article/Despite-improved-coronavirus-numbers-San-15977903.php  

 

SF Chronicle, Feb 24 2021, S.F. teachers and grocery store workers are now eligible for the vaccine. But they 

may still wait weeks 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/S-F-teachers-and-grocery-store-workers-are-now-15975338.php 

 

East Bay Times, Feb 23 2021, San Francisco won’t commit to following California’s reopening of football, 

outdoor prep sports 

https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2021/02/23/coronavirus-san-francisco-will-not-allow-football-other-high-

contact-sports-as-allowed-by-california/ 

 

LA Times, Feb 23 2021, California’s rocky COVID-19 vaccine rollout dogged by poor communication, 

forecasting 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-23/california-covid-vaccine-rollout-worsened-poor-

planning  

 

Mission Local, Feb 23 2021, Ahead of expanded vaccine eligibility, volunteers go door-to-door to sign up 

Mission residents 

https://missionlocal.org/2021/02/new-vaccine-eligibility-mission-residents-door-to-door/ 

 

SF Chronicle, Feb 23 2021, San Francisco lifts mandatory travel quarantine as coronavirus cases fall 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/health/article/San-Francisco-lifts-mandatory-travel-quarantine-15973856.php 

 

ABC7, Feb 22 2021, San Francisco's Moscone Center vaccination site on 'pause' again 

https://abc7news.com/moscone-center-vaccine-appointments-sf-san-francisco-coronavirus-is-site-

open/10362583/ 

 

KQED, Feb 22 2021, Trusted leaders are fighting COVID-19 vaccine fears in Black and Latino communities 

https://www.kqed.org/news/11860883/trusted-leaders-are-fighting-covid-19-vaccine-fears-in-black-and-

latino-communities 

 

UCSF News, Feb 22 2021, COVID-19 study finds increase of coronavirus variants in San Francisco’s 

Mission District 

https://www.ucsf.edu/news/2021/02/419896/covid-19-study-finds-increase-coronavirus-variants-san-

franciscos-mission 

 

NBC Bay Area, Feb 21 2021, Zuckerberg Hospital hosts drop-in clinic for COVID-19 vaccinations 

https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/san-francisco/zuckerberg-hospital-hosts-drop-in-clinic-for-covid-19-

vaccinations/2473276/ 

 

KRON, Feb 20 2021, San Franciscans take advantage of walk-up COVID-19 vaccine clinic 

https://www.kron4.com/news/san-franciscans-take-advantage-of-walk-up-covid-19-vaccine-clinic/  

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/sports/article/Despite-improved-coronavirus-numbers-San-15977903.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/bayarea/article/S-F-teachers-and-grocery-store-workers-are-now-15975338.php
https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2021/02/23/coronavirus-san-francisco-will-not-allow-football-other-high-contact-sports-as-allowed-by-california/
https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2021/02/23/coronavirus-san-francisco-will-not-allow-football-other-high-contact-sports-as-allowed-by-california/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-23/california-covid-vaccine-rollout-worsened-poor-planning
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-23/california-covid-vaccine-rollout-worsened-poor-planning
https://missionlocal.org/2021/02/new-vaccine-eligibility-mission-residents-door-to-door/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/health/article/San-Francisco-lifts-mandatory-travel-quarantine-15973856.php
https://abc7news.com/moscone-center-vaccine-appointments-sf-san-francisco-coronavirus-is-site-open/10362583/
https://abc7news.com/moscone-center-vaccine-appointments-sf-san-francisco-coronavirus-is-site-open/10362583/
https://www.kqed.org/news/11860883/trusted-leaders-are-fighting-covid-19-vaccine-fears-in-black-and-latino-communities
https://www.kqed.org/news/11860883/trusted-leaders-are-fighting-covid-19-vaccine-fears-in-black-and-latino-communities
https://www.ucsf.edu/news/2021/02/419896/covid-19-study-finds-increase-coronavirus-variants-san-franciscos-mission
https://www.ucsf.edu/news/2021/02/419896/covid-19-study-finds-increase-coronavirus-variants-san-franciscos-mission
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/san-francisco/zuckerberg-hospital-hosts-drop-in-clinic-for-covid-19-vaccinations/2473276/
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/san-francisco/zuckerberg-hospital-hosts-drop-in-clinic-for-covid-19-vaccinations/2473276/
https://www.kron4.com/news/san-franciscans-take-advantage-of-walk-up-covid-19-vaccine-clinic/
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SF Chronicle, Feb 20 2021, In Bay Area nursing homes, ‘the vaccine is already saving lives’ 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/health/article/In-Bay-Area-nursing-homes-the-vaccine-is-15964916.php  

 

ABC7, Feb 19 2021, Bay Area counties could be in the red tier soon: Here's what will change 

https://abc7news.com/san-francisco-red-tier-meaning-bay-area-california-covid-tiers/10354133/  

 

Asian Journal, Feb 18 2021, San Francisco launches COVID-19 vaccination site at the SF Market in  the 

Bayview 

https://www.asianjournal.com/usa/northerncalifornia/san-francisco-launches-covid-19-vaccination-site-at-the-

sf-market-in-the-bayview/ 

 

San Francisco News, Feb 18 2021, San Francisco launches COVID vaccination site in Bayview 

https://www.thesfnews.com/san-francisco-launches-covid-vaccination-site-in-bayview/73800 

 

KTVU, Feb 17 2021, Health inspections at 6 SF elementary schools completed, as district moves forward 

with reopenings 

https://www.ktvu.com/news/health-inspections-at-6-sf-elementary-schools-completed-as-district-moves-

forward-with-reopenings 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/health/article/In-Bay-Area-nursing-homes-the-vaccine-is-15964916.php
https://abc7news.com/san-francisco-red-tier-meaning-bay-area-california-covid-tiers/10354133/
https://www.asianjournal.com/usa/northerncalifornia/san-francisco-launches-covid-19-vaccination-site-at-the-sf-market-in-the-bayview/
https://www.asianjournal.com/usa/northerncalifornia/san-francisco-launches-covid-19-vaccination-site-at-the-sf-market-in-the-bayview/
https://www.thesfnews.com/san-francisco-launches-covid-vaccination-site-in-bayview/73800
https://www.ktvu.com/news/health-inspections-at-6-sf-elementary-schools-completed-as-district-moves-forward-with-reopenings
https://www.ktvu.com/news/health-inspections-at-6-sf-elementary-schools-completed-as-district-moves-forward-with-reopenings

